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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES  
(10th-18th November)  

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND SECURITY  
1. Angela Merkel's visit to India.  
News:  
German Chancellor Angela Merkel paid a three-day visit to India beginning October 31 with 
an aim to further broadbase strategic ties in an array of key areas including defence and 
security.  
Visit highlights:  
• • The topics of discussions would include artificial intelligence, sustainable 
development, urban mobility, agriculture and football among others.  

• • Merkel will also interact with Indian female personalities who made an impact in 
the society  

• • Germany and India signed 17 agreements and five joint declarations of intent in 
fields spanning space, civil aviation, maritime technology, medicine, yoga and education.  

• • India and Germany can work together in areas like artificial intelligence, skills, 
education and more. German cooperations are welcomed in our plans for smart cities, e-
moblility and harnessing water resources. 2 Defence corridors also bring many 
opportunities for German companies- PM Modi.  

• • Indo-German Strategic Partnership is based on the common values and principles of 
democracy, free and fair trade, and rules-based international order, as well as on mutual 
trust and respect- Chancellor Merkel  

• • Previously, the two countries had signed the Joint Declaration in the Field of 
Digitalisation, Empowerment and Economic Impact in 2017 to broaden the digital dialogue. 
Furthermore, the two countries acknowledged that the global action towards climate 
change was “inadequate”.  

• They acknowledged the successful Indo-German Solar Partnership founded in 2015 and 
the cooperation on Green Energy Corridors established in 2013. In order to sustain the 
positive developments and to achieve the ambitious targets of the Indian government to 
provide 175 GW power from renewable energy until 2022 and 450 GW in later years and of 
the German Government to provide 80% of total power generation from renewable energy 
by 2050.  
• Merkel said that Germany will spend up to 1 billion euros in India over the next five years 
as part of a new partnership between the nations on green urban mobility. Which consists 
of 500 electric buses to replace diesel-powered ones in urban areas in India.  

• Need for a fresh attempt at a European-Indian free trade agreement, Merkel said at an 
event at the Indo-German Chamber of Commerce in New Delhi.  

 

• India- Germany relationship:  
• India and Germany have a 'Strategic Partnership' since 2001.  
• Germany is India's largest trading partner in Europe.  



• India and Germany are members of G-4 along with Brazil and Japan. The G4 nations 
support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council.  

• Both countries are also members of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).  

• The India-Germany strategic relationship is limited by the insignificance of German 
geopolitical influence in Asian affairs. Contrary to France and UK, Germany has no strategic 
footprint in Asia.  

• India and Germany maintain an ongoing dialogue in the areas of commercial maritime 
security and cooperate in the field of anti-terrorism. The Indian Navy and the German Navy 
conducted joint-exercises in 2008 for the first time, following an anti-piracy co-operation 
agreement between the two nations signed in 2006  

• In conclusion: 
• India stands to gain from Germany as Germany is an economic powerhouse just as 
Germany stands to gain from India because she is a promising market that is growing and 
developing. Thus, this makes it a win-win for both countries. But, coming in the way of this 
is the ‘Bilateral investment treaty’ which needs to be handled judiciously, maturely and 
without any adverse impact on this growing relationship.  

• Germany is an important trade and investment partner of India and India is looking 
essentially for investment, for technology, for Germany’s participation in her infrastructure 
projects, and in the area of renewable energy.  
 

2. 11th BRICS summit  
Context: 11th BRICS summit was held in Brasilia, Brazil on 13th-14th November.  
About BRICS:  
• • Meeting of BRIC foreign ministers shaped this organisation in 2006. South Africa 
joined BRIC in 2010. After that the name BRICS was adopted.  

• • BRICS is organisation of World’s leading emerging economies Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. The organisation aims for economic cooperation between these 
countries.  
• • BRICS countries currently house 42% of the world population  

• • 17% of the world Trade is connected with these countries and their economies 
collectively account for 23% of the global GDP  

• • it is actually an annual summit between the Apex leaders of the five nations 
involved.  
 
BRICS work in following sectors:  
1. Economic cooperation :  
 
There are agreements between BRICS countries to facilitate the trade and commerce. 
Technological and Customs cooperation is also one of the important sector in which BRICS 
plays central role.  
2. Cooperation through Social exchange :  
 



Youths, scientists, diplomats , eminent journalist and personalities get access to learn in 
BRICS countries and understand each other’s social condition which will nurture cultural 
ties between the BRICS.  
Different forums like civil BRICS(media), diplomat forum, Trade union forum are part of this 
social exchange program  
3. Security cooperation  
 
BRICS aims for socio-political conditions suitable for stability and development of 
economies. Technological cooperation to share best suitable practices to maintain peace 
and security can be shared on the BRICS platform  
For prelims:-  
Members- Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa  
HQ- Doesn’t have any single official Headquarters  
Founded in-2006  
South Africa Joined in- 2010 
BRICS 
summit 
venues- 
11th  

2019  Brasilia, 
Brazil  

10th  2018  South 
Africa  

9th  2017  China  
8th  2016  India  

 
 

11th BRICS Summit  
• • All Countries stayed that U.N. should have central role in international matters. But 
at the same time they highlighted the need of updating U.N. Processes and structure.  

• • Need of reforms in International monetary fund(IMF) and World Trade 
Organisation(WTO) was also highlighted during the summit  

• • India urged business leaders to come and invest in India especially in infrastructure 
development sector. India also added that problem terrorism had cost world economy loss 



of $ 1 trillion. Keeping in mind the water crisis in India and South Africa a meeting of water 
ministers of BRICS nations was also proposed by India in the summit  

• • India and Russia have decided to create a bilateral regional forum between Russian 
provinces and Indian states  

• • India officially invited president of Brazil as the chief guest for the Republic Day 
2020  
 

• ECONOMY:  
• 1. Minimum Operating Price  
• CONTEXT:  
• Traders body CAIT (Confederation of All India Traders)on Sunday suggested the 
government to impose a "minimum operating price" for products, alleging that 
traders are at the receiving end of a pricing onslaught posed by e-commerce firms 
and brands in collusion with banks.  
• Minimum Operating Price:  
• It is the price consisting of landing price, operational cost and reasonable profit 
margin and below the MOP no product should be sold in the market.  

Concern of Traders:  
 

• The traders' body alleged that e-commerce companies and brands in collusion with banks, 
by charging much lower price than the actual market value are depriving the government of 
GST and other revenue.  

• Suggestion of CAIT: 
1. It is the responsibility of the Brands to advise to their buyers to sell their products at MOP 
to maintain the market hygiene keeping in mind that retailer should earn at least minimum 
margin to cover his operational cost and earn very thin margin.  
2. There should be a uniform policy of discounting by brands both for online and offline 
trade.  
3. Cash back on credit cards given by the banks should also be made applicable to offline 
trade.  
4. There should not be any kind of exclusivity either for online or offline trade.  
5. Upgrade or buyback offer by brands should remain the same for both offline and online 
trade.  
6. All schemes of the brands should be made available to online and offline trade in a 
transparent manner.  
7. The government should initiate a discussion with all stake-holders on MOP and frame 
rules for the same, the traders' body observed.  

 

8. The government should constitute a Regulatory Authority to regulate and monitor all 
verticals of retail trade including small retail, big retail, e-commerce and direct selling 
besides MOP, and if anyone wants to offer any scheme, the same should be approved by 
the Regulatory Authority.  



9. The cash on delivery (COD) in e-commerce should not be allowed and all deliveries in 
online sale should accept digital payments only.  
 
Source : Economic Times.  
 

2. Essar Steel Insolvency Case  
GS 3 (Economy): Mobilization of Resources  
Context: The Supreme Court approved ArcerlorMittal’s takeover of the troubled Essar Steel 
under the debt resolution process of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).  
Background:  
• • ArcelorMittal is the largest steel producer in the world. It has a global market share 
of about 5%.  

• • The global demand for steel is likely to increase by 0.5%-1% in 2019 and in 2020. 
However, this increase is not applicable to all regions. The steel market is going through a 
protectionist phase, with the US and Europe erecting trade barriers against cheap steel 
coming in from China and Asia.  

• • At such times, ArcelorMittal enters India, the world's second biggest steel market.  
 
Takeover troubles:  
• • Essar was admitted to the bankruptcy court in June 2017. This insolvency petition 
was challenged by the company. That case was dismissed.  

• • Then, during the bidding process it was discovered that one of the bidders had 
relationship with the promoters.  

• • When the bid from ArcelorMittal was about to be accepted by the committee of 
creditors (CoC), existing promoters of Essar Steel made another offer for full settlement 
(however, if the promoters had the funds, why was the company facing bankruptcy in the 
first place). After that was rejected, an unsuccessful legal case followed.  

• • Then, there was dispute between operational creditors and financial creditors over 
distribution of proceeds and that led to an amendment to the IBC.  
Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP)  
• • The SC upheld COC's (committee of creditors) "commercial wisdom" for the 
takeover and its rights over claim distribution o The COC will have a final say in deciding the 
"feasibility and viability" of resolution plans.  

• o The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) and National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) cannot interfere with the decisions taken by requisite majority of the CoC 
in conformity with the law.  
•  
• • The court maintained the principle of financial creditors having primacy over 
operational creditors. o NCLT and NCLAT had introduced equality between two unequals — 
secured (financial) and unsecured (operational) creditors.  

• o Justice Nariman said financial creditors provide a working capital to enable such 
companies to run their business operation.  
• o The law talks of “equitable” and not “equal” treatment of operational creditors.  
•  



• • 330 day limit for insolvency resolution extended o The bench allowed a little 
flexibility by clarifying that that though 330 days was the outer deadline within which a 
corporate resolution plan must be made, exceptions can be made in rare cases in which a 
plan is on the verge of being finalised.  

• o Justice Nariman said it would be arbitrary to let litigants suffer liquidation 
unnecessarily.  
•  
 
Impact  
• • The recovery for banks would be close to 90%, analysts estimate, instead of the 
60% expected earlier.  

• • An estimated inflow of $7 billion into India from ArcelorMittal to pay off Essar 
Steel’s debt and recapitalise the local steelmaker should help strengthen the rupee by as 
much as 1-2%, or at least check any sharp drop in its value.  

• • It is a step in line with the RBI's direction to the banks to go after the ‘dirty 
dozen’—the list of 12 companies that make up 25% of the non-performing assets (NPA).  
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016  

• • When a default in repayment occurs, creditors gain control over debtor’s assets and 
must take decisions to resolve insolvency. Thus, the IBC provides a common forum for 
debtors and creditors of all classes to resolve insolvency in a timebound fashion.  

• • It aims to consolidate the existing insolvency laws in order to simplify and expedite 
the proceedings in India.  

 

• It protects the interests of the stakeholders by trying to revive the company or if not 
that, liquidate it.  

• • ‘Faster resolutions and value maximization’ are the major objectives of the code.  
Other concerns regarding IBC implementation:  

• • The issues of corporate defaulter versus creditors; between competing bidders; and 
defaulter versus bidders  

 • Too much and delayed litigation: Although the number of benches and judges 
has been increased, the duration of acquisition and the opportunity cost 
involved is still demoralizing for potential acquirers. o 27 National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) benches handle roughly 15,000 active cases (555 cases per 
bench).  

 o According to data from the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, the 
average time for cases to be resolved was 374 days.  

  
 • 'Liquidation value' discovery: Question are raised around quality of assets that 

enter the insolvency process, and the ability of the resolution professionals and 
creditors to preserve the quality of asset upon transfer of control and close a 
transaction. o For every one case resolved, four cases end up in liquidation, 
where the recovery falls down sharply to 15-25% of the book.  

  



ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY  
1. Meghalayan rainforest  
Context  
A new study has shown that meghalayan rainforest has similar structure and diversity as 
equatorial rainforest.  
What does the study says?  
The study was started in 1990s by prof. Uma Shankar from North-eastern hill university, 
department of botany in Namdapha (Arunachal Pradesh). Recently he included meghalayan 
forest in his research  

The study says-  
• • 95% of the forest is made up of tropical Asian species  

• • Rare plants are more in meghalayan rainforest than equatorial rainforests  

• • Trees here don’t grow to 40-50 meters in height like other rainforests. Because the 
forest has to survive the higher latitudinal climate. The trees here grows at best to 30 
meters from ground level  
• • Diversity of meghalayan forest is 467 trees per hectare  

• • Plant families of Fagaceae and Theaceae are in abundance in meghalayan rainforest  

• • The forest is preserved due to the cultural practices like ‘Sacred grooves’ and beliefs 
of tribes in nature. Grazing, business activity is restricted by tribes in this forest  
• • Tourism in meghalayan has disturb some of the patches of this forest  
 

What is rainforest?  
• • It is a densely wooded area near the equator of the earth with humidity of nearly 
80%, precipitation of 66 inches per year and temperature never less than 60 degree 
Fahrenheit.  

• • These forests appear near the equator (5 degrees North-South)  
 
• • While studying scientists divide rainforest in different layers  
 

▪ Emergent layer- large birds and prays, with tallest trees  
 
▪ Canopy layer- thickest layer and has tremendous bio-diversity  
 
▪ Middle layer- found between ground and canopy. The layer has significant presence of 
large cats, lizards and snakes  
 
▪ Ground Layer- consist of plants which grow on dead plants. This layer receives least 
sunlight  
 
• • Rainforests are the largest sink of carbon. They only cover 6% of the earths land but 
house 80% of the known flora and fauna  
 
• • Meghalayan rainforest and Namdapha in Arunachal Pradesh are World’s northern-
most tropical rainforest. (Meghalaya is above the Tropic of Cancer) 



•   

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY:  
1. TechSagar Platform  
• • Context - National Cyber Security Coordinator’s office in partnership with Data 
Security Council of India (DSCI) launched a platform called ‘TechSagar’ to discover 
consolidated and comprehensive repository of India’s cyber technological capabilities 
through portal.  
 
• • About TechSagar –  
 

1. It provides actionable insights about capabilities of the Indian Industry, academia and 
research across 25 key technology areas.  

2. These include internet of things (IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning (ML), 
blockchain, cloud & virtualization, robotics & automation, ar/vr, wireless & networking, etc  

3. This portal (www.techsagar.in) will list business and research entities from startups, 
academia, Information Technology (IT) industry, and individual researchers.  



4. TechSagar will allow targeted search, granular navigation and drill down methods using 
more than 3000 niche capabilities.  
 
• • Why Needed?  

• 1. In order to combat the growing threat from cyber crime, there is need to develop 
cyber technology capabilities in India.  

• 2. It will help for start-ups to prosper in cyber tech.  

• 3. It will facilitate industrial growth in a strategic domain.  

• 4. Start-ups, enterprises, academia, researchers, and R&D institutes in the country 
need to synergise their efforts and work in tandem to make India a technology leader.  
DATA SECURITY COUNCIL OF INDIA  
It is a not-for-profit industry body on data protection in India, setup by NASSCOM 
(National Association of Software and Services Companies), a trade association of Indian 
IT and Business Process Outsourcing industry. It is committed to making the cyberspace 
safe, secure and trusted by establishing best practices, standards and initiatives in cyber 
security and privacy.  

POLITY AND GOVERNANCE:  
1. Delhi- lawyers vs police clash  
Context: A parking row between police personnel and lawyers on Saturday 2 November 
2019had escalated leading to violence and arson at the Tis Hazari Court complex. At least 
20 police personnel and several lawyers were injured and many vehicles were damaged in  
Incident at Tis hazari Court Complex:  
 

• 1. The clash was between police and lawyers following an argument over parking at 
the Tis Hazari Court complex.  
• 2. It led to violence in which people from both sides were injured.  

• 3. Thousands of Delhi Police personnel took on protest outside Police Headquarters in 
Delhi.  

• 4. The protest was a reaction to attack on the police personnel.  
• 5. The lawyers too refused from work in all district courts in the Delhi.  

• 6. They demanded the arrest of the police personnel involved in the clash.  

• 7. The intervention by the Delhi high court appeared to be shielding the lawyers while 
being harsh on the police.  

• 8. After more than 11 hrs, the protest was called off following multiple appeals 
including from police chief.  
• 9. Senior officers assured that their grievances would be addressed.  

• 10. It was also assured that a review petition would be filed agaimst the Delhi High 
Court order in connection with the clash.  

Way forward: 
•  
• 1. Lawyers and the police are critical to law enforcement.  

• 2. Their unfailing commitment to the law and legal process is an essential attribute for 
society.  



• 3. To restore public confidence in policing and judicial process, strict action should be 
taken against those who indulged in the violence.  
 

• • The verdict was given by a 5- judge bench.  

• • In 3:2 majority verdict, two judges stuck to their earlier stand of quashing the 
custom which barred entry of women between the ages of 10 and 50 years.  

• • The split decision came on 65 petitions – 56 review petitions, four fresh writ 
petitions and five transfer pleas – which were filed after the apex court verdict of 
September 28, 2018 sparked violent protests in Kerala.  

• 1. Both sections of the same religious group have a right to freely profess, practise 
and propagate their religious beliefs as being integral part of their religion by virtue of 
Article 25 of the Constitution of India.  

• 1. A decision of Supreme Court or of a High Court can be reviewed in a Review Petition.  

• 2. Such review petition is filed before the same court, generally on very limited 
grounds, such as an error apparent on the face of the record.  

• 3. Court generally do not unsettle a decision in a review petition, unless there is a 
strong case.  

• 4. The review petition goes to the same bench of judges that delivered the judgement 
or order sought to be reviewed.  

• 5. Article 137 of the Constitution provides that subject to provisions of any law and 
rule made under Article 145 the Supreme Court of India has the power to review any  
•  
Source: Economic Times ,The Hindu.  

2. Concept of review petition  
A)Sabarimala judgement  
CONTEXT:  
The Supreme Court has referred to a 7 judge- bench a clutch of review petitions challenging 
its September 2018 verdict allowing entry of women of all age groups into the Sabarimala 
temple.  

Background of judgement:  
 

• The verdict was given by a 5- judge bench.  

• • In 3:2 majority verdict, two judges stuck to their earlier stand of quashing the 
custom which barred entry of women between the ages of 10 and 50 years.  

• • The split decision came on 65 petitions – 56 review petitions, four fresh writ 
petitions and five transfer pleas – which were filed after the apex court verdict of 
September 28, 2018 sparked violent protests in Kerala.  

•  

Observations made by the court:  
 

• 1. Both sections of the same religious group have a right to freely profess, practise 
and propagate their religious beliefs as being integral part of their religion by virtue of 
Article 25 of the Constitution of India.  

•  



Restrictions on women in religious places are not limited to Sabarimala alone and are 
prevalent in other religions too. The issue of entry of women into mosques and Agiyari 
could also be taken by the larger bench. 
 
What is Review Petition? 

 
• 1. A decision of Supreme Court or of a High Court can be reviewed in a Review Petition.  

• 2. Such review petition is filed before the same court, generally on very limited 
grounds, such as an error apparent on the face of the record.  

• 3. Court generally do not unsettle a decision in a review petition, unless there is a 
strong case.  

• 4. The review petition goes to the same bench of judges that delivered the judgement 
or order sought to be reviewed.  

5. Article 137 of the Constitution provides that subject to provisions of any law and rule 
made under Article 145 the Supreme Court of India has the power to review any  
• judgement pronounced (or order made) by it. Under Supreme Court Rules, 1966 such 
a petition needs to be filed within 30 days from the date of judgement or order.  

• 6. If review petition is dismissed by the SC, a curative petition can be filed thereafter 
on some certain grounds.  

Way forward:  
This issue raises serious questions about faith and practices of a religious denomination or 
sect. Therefore, it is time to evolve a judicial policy to do substantial and complete justice.  

• Source : The Hindu 
 

• 1. The three-judge bench was presided over by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and comprised 
Justices S.K. Kaul and K.M. Joseph.  

• 2. The bench stated there was no merit in the review petition and that no probe was 
required in the purchase deal.  

• 3. The petitioners had alleged irregularities in the purchase of 36 Rafale fighter jets from 
France’s Dassault Aviation.  

• 4. The bench concluded that it was not appropriate to order a roving inquiry into the 
allegations.  

• 5. The petition was dismissed on the grounds that it is not within the purview of judicial 
review.  
•  

B)Rafale judgement  
CONTEXT:  
The Supreme Court not only dismissed the review petition in the Rafale case but also censured 
Gandhi for wrongly attributing his remark “Chowkidar chor hai" to the apex court.  

SC judgement  
 

• The three-judge bench was presided over by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and comprised 
Justices S.K. Kaul and K.M. Joseph.  

• 2. The bench stated there was no merit in the review petition and that no probe was 
required in the purchase deal.  



• 3. The petitioners had alleged irregularities in the purchase of 36 Rafale fighter jets from 
France’s Dassault Aviation.  

• 4. The bench concluded that it was not appropriate to order a roving inquiry into the 
allegations.  

• 5. The petition was dismissed on the grounds that it is not within the purview of judicial 
review.  
•  

• Source – Live mint 

3. Doctrine of Essentiality  
For prelims: What is this doctrine?  

• Previously questions have been asked on landmark judgments of Judiciary and on the 
principles laid down by them or on the interpretation of various Constitutional Values. 

 

• • In a case involving the Shirur Matt, the SC invented the “essentiality” principle. 
Religion came to be defined and interpreted by that which was deemed integral or 
“essential” to the practice of a particular faith.  

• • The court applied this principle in 1994 (Ismail Faruqi Vs Union of India) when the 
Centre’s acquisition of the disputed site in Ayodhya was challenged. The bench ruled that a 
mosque was “not essential” to the practice of Islam because Muslims could offer namaz 
anywhere.  
•  
Example:  
In the context of polity, which one of the following would you accept as the most 
appropriate definition of liberty? (Prelims 2019)  
(a) Protection against the tyranny of political rulers  
(b) Absence of restraint  
(c) Opportunity to do whatever one likes  
(d) Opportunity to develop oneself fully.  
For Mains: GS II- Indian Constitution- Historical underpinnings, evolution, features, 
amendments, significant provisions and Basic Structure.  
Context: Supreme Court to Review the Sabarimala Judgement.  

What is the Doctrine?  
How is it being applied to Sabarimala?  
In 2018 when a bench under the Chief Justice Dipak Misra ruled that women of all ages 
must be allowed entry at the Kerala shrine, the justification was that devotees of Lord 
Ayyappa (the celibate God to whom the shrine is built) did not constitute a separate 
religious denomination and that the exclusion of women was not an “essential religious 
practice”.  

Criticism of the Doctrine:  
It has ended up doing is converting judges into the clergy who have to decide what is an 
essential religious tenet. Instead of interpreting the Constitution, this added and self-
appointed responsibility means that the judiciary has become the custodian of religion, 
instead of the protector of constitutionally guaranteed religious equality and freedom.  



4. Ayodhya Verdict:  
• For Mains: Implications of the judgement and significance of the precedent it has set. 

Context: In a unanimous judgment, a Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi 
asked the Centre, to formulate a scheme within three months and set up a trust to manage 
the property and construct a temple.  

What was the issue?  
• • It was centred around the debate that the Babri Masjid was built by Babur, after 
demolition of a Hindu temple, which they also believed was the birthplace of Lord Rama.  

• • In response to this allegation, some people tried to destroy the Babri Masjid .This 
incident occurred on 6th Dec, 1992 and caused riots in several parts of India.  

• • The Allahabad High Court had given a verdict on this issue by dividing the disputed 
land among Hindu and Muslim sections. But the Sunni Waqf Board went in appeal to the 
SC. Since then, this issue was unresolved.  
 

The Verdict:  
• • It was decided that the entire disputed land be given to the Hindus. A trust should 
be set up for building a temple on that site.  

• • The Muslims will get an alternative five acres of land in the vicinity of the structure.  

• • The court accepted that the step of destroying the Babri Masjid was illegal and 
called the placing of idols of Ram in the masjid as an Act of Desecration.  

• The judgment cited travelogues written by William Finch, who visited India between 1607 
and 1611 A.D., and Father Joseph Tieffenthaler, who came to the country between 1766 
and 1771 A.D., which described the spot as the birthplace of Lord Ram and to the fact that 
actual worship was conducted on the site. • The Supreme Court, implicitly referring to the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid at the disputed site, said that it was invoking Article 142 “to 
ensure that a wrong committed must be remedied”.  

Article 142: 
• Article 142(1) states that “The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass 
such decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or 
matter pending before it”.  
 

• Probabilities suggest pre-existence of temple. But the ASI has refrained from saying 
temple was demolished. It only says material was used for constructing mosque. 1. It makes 
confessions before police officers admissible in court.  

• 2. The bill empowers police to tap telephonic conversations and submit them in court 
as evidence.  

• 3. The legislation makes offences under the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and 
Organised Crime Act, 2015, non-bailable.  

• 4. The Bill provides immunity to the State government from legal action.  

• • The Indian officials have stated that the reason for revocation is concealment of 
information that he has dual British- Pakistani citizenship.  
•  



It was a significant verdict that put end more than a century old issue. This was necessary to 
restore and preserve the communal harmony in the country.  

5. Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime Bill  
Context: President Gives assent to the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime 
Bill.  
Background: This bill was rejected thrice previously since 2004.  

Controversial Provisions :  
According to the Gujarat state Home Minister, the provisions of the Bill will prove crucial in 
dealing with terrorism and organised crimes such as contract killing, ponzi schemes, 
narcotics trade and extortion rackets.  

6. Overseas Citizens of India - Atish Taseer Case  
Context:  
Government of India revoked the Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card held by Aatish Taseer, 
a British national writer and journalist.  
Reasons from Indian officials and the criticism from the Journalism community: 
 

• The Indian officials have stated that the reason for revocation is concealment of 
information that he has dual British- Pakistani citizenship.  

•  
 

• Taseer’s mother got him Person of Indian Origin (PIO) status in 2000. In 2015, the PIO 
scheme was merged with OCI and all PIO card holders were deemed to be OCIs—they were 
asked to apply for their new cards. Taseer got his OCI card in 2016. But both the PIO and 
OCI schemes had this condition: that anyone, either of whose parents or grandparents or 
great grandparents is or had been a citizen of Pakistan is not eligible. The OCI form has a 
“father’s nationality" box that has to be filled up, and therefore Salman Taseer’s Pakistani 
citizenship disqualifies his son. Making the government’s charge technically correct.  

• • As per the Citizenship Act, if the registration as an OCI card holder was obtained by 
means of fraud, false representation or concealment of any material fact, the registration 
as OCI card holder shall be cancelled. The person will also be blacklisted thereby banning 
his or her future entry into India.  

Speculation from various journalist advocating Free speech is that , 
•  

• • The motive behind the cancellation alleged displeasure at a cover article written by 
Taseer amidst the 2019 Indian federal elections in Time magazine titled, ‘India’s Divider-In-
Chief’, with a sketch of India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

• • This issue has turned into a Global Human rights issue along with the journalist 
including Nobel laureates asking government to revoke their decision stating free speech of 
journalist should be protected.  

• • The government’s decision, does set an example in enforcement of its immigration 
laws regardless of status or eminence. It is a global norm of strict enforcement of 
immigration rules which are followed by Nations world wide.  
•  
 



What is overseas Citizens of India and persons of Indian 
origin?  

•  

• • PIOs and OCI card holders are not citizens but people who want to stay connected 
and involved with India more closely.  

• • In 2015, the PIO scheme was withdrawn by the Government of India and was 
merged with the OCI.  

• • PIO card holder doesn’t need a visa to visit India. The holder also doesn’t require a 
student or employment visa to acquire employment or academic opportunities in india.  

• • OCI cards give you lifetime multiple entry visa to India. Also, you never have to 
register with the FRRO no matter how long your stay is.  

• • If you remain an OCI for 5 years, you can attain Indian citizenship and then live in 
India for a period of one year including short breaks.  

7.CJI's office under RTI  
GS II (Polity): Appointment to various Constitutional Posts, Powers, Functions and 
Responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.  
Context: A five-judge Constitution Bench, headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, held that 
the Supreme Court is a “public authority” and the office of the CJI is part and parcel of the 
institution; thus bringing the CJI within the ambit of the 2005 Right To Information Act.  
Background:  
• • The judgment pertained to three cases based on requests for information filed by 
Delhi-based RTI activist Subhash Agarwal, all of which eventually reached the Supreme 
Court.  

• • It upheld a Delhi High Court ruling of 2010, saying that that the office of the Chief 
Justice comes under the purview of the RTI Act. The concept of judicial independence is not 
judge’s personal privilege but responsibility cast on the person, the HC had said in its ruling.  

• • Offices such as those of the Prime Minister and the President are already public 
authorities under the RTI Act.  
 
Details of the verdict:  
• • The judiciary cannot function in total insulation as judges enjoy a constitutional 
post and discharge public duty.  

• • It was observed that transparency doesn’t undermine judicial independence. o 

Judicial independence and accountability go hand in hand as accountability ensures, and is 
a facet of judicial independence.  

• o Justice Khanna said that the independence of the judiciary cannot be achieved only 
by denial of access to information.  
•  
• • It sought a balance between right to information (public interest) and right to 
privacy of the judges. o The order said the RTI “should not be allowed to be used as a tool of surveillance”.  

•  

• • Justice Chandrachud added that judicial independence does not protect a judge 
from actions which have no bearing on the discharge of official duty. It is not an insulation 
for the judges from the rule of law.  



 
What does the law say?  
• • Every public authority has to provide information to persons requesting for the 
information under the RTI Act  
 

• As per Section 2 (h) “public authority” means any body established or constituted by 
or under the Constitution, law made by the Parliament/state legislature. o Therefore, the 
SC established under Article 124 of the Constitution becomes one as well.  
•  
• • According to Section 2(f) of the RTI Act, information means o “Any material in any form, including 
records, documents, memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, 
logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any electronic 
form”  
•  
• • In 2015 (RBI versus Jayantilal N Mistry and Others), the Supreme Court noted: “The 
Public Information Officers under the guise of the exceptions given under Section 8 of RTI 
Act, have evaded the general public from getting their hands on the rightful information 
that they are entitled to” o However, another SC ruling in 2011 says “Officials need to 
furnish only such information which already exists and is held by the public authority and 
not collate or create information”. Thus, a public authority may deny the information 
sought.  
•  
Other issues:  
• • The SC ruling paves the way for political parties to be brought under the RTI Act.  

• The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is still out of RTI. o While the CBI demanded 
exemption only for units in intelligence gathering, exemption was granted in 2011 to the 
agency as a whole.  

o The 2nd ARC, chaired by Veerappa Moily, had earlier recommended exemption of the 
armed forces from the RTI Act, but had not made such a recommendation for the CBI.  
 

SOCIETY  
1. Decline in Maternal Deaths Report  
Context  
A report by sample registration survey (SRS) has shown the decline in Maternal deaths 
between 2015 to 2017  

• What is maternal death? 
Death of a woman during the pregnancy or within 42 days of termination of pregnancy 
because of any reason or cause related to pregnancy or its healthy management except 
accidental or incidental causes.  
Key highlights of the report:  
• • Maternal death has declined between 2015-2017 the Maternal Mortality Rate 
(MMR) was 130 in 2014-16 and it is 124 in 2015-2017.  
 



• • However, the same survey reports that 68% of the Maternal deaths are in the age 
group of 20-29  
 
• • 4% of the total deaths are within the age group between 15-19 years. Which 
emphasises the problem of early marriages and pregnancy in teenage  
 
• • From 2000-2017, globally MMR has declined by 38% i.e. it came down to 211 from 
342 maternal death/ lakh/year.  
• • -Unicef  
 

Causes of Maternal deaths in India  
• • Early marriages which leads to teenage pregnancy  
 
• • Lack of medical infrastructure in villages for appropriate care of pregnant women  

• • Poverty and Hunger causes lake of nutrition to mother and child  
 

• • Complications which develops during pregnancy or at the time of childbirth. 
Complications like severe bleeding, unsafe abortion and infection after childbirth causes 
nearly 75% of all maternal deaths  
 
• • Ignorance towards women's health and lack of sex education 



•   
 

• After the end of World War II, the Big Four-USA, Britain, France and USSR each took 
control of a section of Germany.  

• The part Under the influence of USA, France and Britain came to be known as West 
Germany. And the Part under the influence of USSR came to be known as East Germany.  

• Berlin lay deep within what became East Germany, but as the former capital of Hitler’s 
empire, it received special treatment. The city itself was divided between the four Allied 
powers after the war, and so it, too, was divided into two parts once East and West 
Germany were created.  



• As a part of USA's Marshall Plan financial aid was being provide to help the reconstruction 
of Europe. So, eventually the West Germany saw development leading to rise in 
employment opportunities.  

• Seeing this, millions of people from East Germany started migrating towards the West. 
USSR got worried about losing its labour force as well as its influence on population.  

• There began restrictions on emigration of people from east to west, until on August 13, 
1961 the people woke up to find that overnight, soldiers had completely closed the border 
between the two halves of the city.  
• Those who tried to cross this border were killed or imprisoned and tortured.  
 

HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE:  
1.Fall of Berlin Wall  
For Mains: GS I- History of the World, wars, redrawing of national boundaries, political 
philosophies of capitalism, communism, socialism.  
Context: On the evening of November 9, 1989, East Germany announced an easing of travel 
restrictions to the west, and thousands demanded passage through the Berlin Wall. Faced 
with a growing demonstration, East German border guards allowed citizens to cross.  

• Division of Germany and Berlin: 
 

• After the end of World War II, the Big Four-USA, Britain, France and USSR each 
took control of a section of Germany.  

• • The part Under the influence of USA, France and Britain came to be known as 
West Germany. And the Part under the influence of USSR came to be known as 
East Germany.  

• • Berlin lay deep within what became East Germany, but as the former capital of 
Hitler’s empire, it received special treatment. The city itself was divided 
between the four Allied powers after the war, and so it, too, was divided into 
two parts once East and West Germany were created.  

• • As a part of USA's Marshall Plan financial aid was being provide to help the 
reconstruction of Europe. So, eventually the West Germany saw development 
leading to rise in employment opportunities.  

• • Seeing this, millions of people from East Germany started migrating towards 
the West. USSR got worried about losing its labour force as well as its influence 
on population.  

• • There began restrictions on emigration of people from east to west, until on 
August 13, 1961 the people woke up to find that overnight, soldiers had 
completely closed the border between the two halves of the city.  

• • Those who tried to cross this border were killed or imprisoned and tortured.  
•  

 

• The Cold war was a battle of two ideologies- Capitalism and Communism.  

• USA had resorted to policy of Containment- that is stopping the spread of Communism to 
any part of the world.  



• The Marshall Plan was an attempt of USA to keep free from the influence of communism.  

 
Berlin Wall as a symbol of Cold War:  

• Berlin was a major site of political confrontation between the United States and 
Soviet Union, whose leaders were threatening one another with nuclear war. The city 
became a heated microcosm of Cold War politics. 

 

• Throughout the 1980s, the Soviet Union gradually loosened many of its policies as well as 
its control over the countries behind the.  

• By 1989, Hungary (also a Soviet satellite state, like East Germany) had opened its border, 
allowing a path for thousands of East Germans to leave for the West.  

• Protests against the Communist government began to take place throughout East 
Germany.  

• Finally, on November 9th, officials rather abruptly announced that the border between 
East and West was open—effective immediately.  
 

The fall of Berlin Wall:  
• The fall of Berlin War marked the end of the decades long Cold War and beginning of 
a new world order, with America the superpower.  


