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Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 : 

 

In this amendment, it is proposed to amend the Right to Information Act, 2005 so as to provide that 

the term of office of, and the salaries, allowances and other terms and conditions of service of, the 

Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners and the State Chief Information 

Commissioner and the State Information Commissioners, shall be such as may be prescribed by the 

Central Government. 

Donald Trump Kashmir Row : 

 

 

US President Donald Trump on Monday offered to be the “mediator” between India and Pakistan on 

the Kashmir issue as he met Prime Minister Imran Khan at the White House where the two leaders 

discussed a host of issues, including the Afghan peace process. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, also the deputy leader of the LokSabha, categorically stated in the 

House on Wednesday that there was no discussion on Kashmir at the meeting between U.S. 

President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Japan recently. 

IndSpaceEx : 

 

India is planning to conduct its first-ever simulated space warfare exercise in the last week of July, 

2019. 

Named ‘IndSpaceEx’, the exercise will basically be a ‘table-top war-game’, with all stakeholders 

from the military and scientific community taking part in it. 

The main aim of the exercise, to be held under the aegis of the Integrated Defence Staff of the 

Defence Ministry, is to assess the requisite space and and counter-space capabilities that are needed 

by India to protect its national security interests in the final frontier of warfare i.e. the outer space. 

Karnataka Political Crisis: 

 

The BJP’s party chief in Karnataka, B S Yediyurappa, took oath as the chief minister on Friday as a 

consequence of his party defeating the Congress-JDS coalition in a trust vote on July 23. It is the 

second time that Yediyurappa has been invited to form the government in the 15th Karnataka 

Legislative Assembly elected in May 2018. 

Earlier, the BJP leader, whose party is the single largest in the legislature with  

105 members, was invited by the Governor to form the government in May 2018. The government 



lasted only for two days because Yediyurappa could not prove his majority in the 224 member 

house where the Congress-JDS combination mustered a superior number of 116. 

Mr. Yediyurappa, who sworn in as Chief Minister for the fourth term, is likely to face the same 

dangers that he encountered in his two-day, third term last year as the numbers in the legislature 

continue to be stacked against him despite the collapse of the Congress-JDS coalition a few days 

ago. 

Mr. Yediyurappa is dependent now on the Speaker of the Karnataka Assembly accepting the 

resignation of as many as 12 Congress MLAs and three JDS MLAs—whose absence from the 

legislature helped the BJP win the trust— in order to survive in office longer than before. 

Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill 2019 : 

 

Clarifying on the transparency of the selection process for the Chairperson and Members of the 

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), Shri. Amit Shah said that the selection committee 

was a diverse one, containing opposition leaders from  both the houses in addition to the Prime 

Minister; Union Home Minister; Speaker, LokSabha and Deputy Chairperson, RajyaSabha. A 

decision of such a vast and diverse committee should not be seen with distrust, said Shri. Shah. 

Hima Das : 

 

India’s ‘Dhing Express’, as she is called, clinched her fifth gold when she returned to her pet 400m 

competition with a season-best time of 52.09 seconds at the Nove Mestonad Metuji Grand Prix in 

Czech Republic on Saturday. 

She won gold medal in following competitions : 

200m Poznan Athletics Grand Prix, Poland. 

200m Kutno Athletics Meet, Poland 

200m Kladno Athletics Meet, Czech Republic 

200m Tabor Athletics Meet, Czech Republic 

400m Nove Mestonad Metuji Grand Prix, Czech 

Republic 

  

Ban on private ‘Crypto currencies’: 

 

An inter-ministerial committee set up by the government on virtual currencies has proposed banning 

of private cryptocurrencies in India by enacting a law and imposing fines and penalties for carrying 

on activities related to such cryptocurrencies. 

The committee headed by finance secretary Subhash Chandra Garg has proposed a draft bill “Banning 

of Cryptocurrency & Regulation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2019”, which has been placed in 

the public domain. 

Chandrayaan-2 Launch : 

 



A week after the Chandrayaan-2 lift-off was aborted due to a technical snag, Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) launched India’s second mission to the Moon at 2.43 pm on July 22. 

The Chandrayaan-2, which will go to the Moon’s south-polar region, aims to explore its surface for 

the signs of water and possibly new origins of energy. The Rs. 978-crore Moon mission was 

launched from the second launch-pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, in Andhra 

Pradesh.  

India’s second Moon odyssey comes 11 years after ISRO’s successful first lunar mission 

Chandrayaan 1, which had created history by creating as many as 3,400 orbits around Moon. 

Appointment of Governors : 

 

The government Saturday transferred two governors and made fresh appointments in some states. 

Former interlocutor on Naga talks R N Ravi has been appointed as Nagaland governor, according to 

Rashtrapati Bhavan communique. 

Noted lawyer and former Janata Dal MP Jagdeep Dhankharwas appointed as the West Bengal 

governor. 

Madhya Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel has been shifted to Uttar Pradesh and her place will be 

filled by Bihar Governor Lalji Tandon, the communique said. 

Phagu Chauhan will fill replace Tandon as Bihar governor. Ramesh Bais has been appointed as the 

governor of Tripura, it said. 

Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 : 

 

The bill, which will replace the 30-year old law, aims to overhaul the country’s transportation laws by 

addressing crucial issues such as road safety, reducing deaths due to road accidents, imposing 

stiffer penalties on violation of rules, and weeding out corruption, thereby transforming India’s 

road transport system. 

National Digital Health Blueprint : 

 

The vision of NDHB is to create a National Digital Health Eco-system that supports Universal Health 

Coverage in an efficient, accessible, inclusive, affordable, timely and safe manner, through 

provision of a wide-range of data, information and infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, 

interoperable, standards-based digital systems, and ensuring the security, confidentiality and 

privacy of health-related personal information. 

National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill 2019 : 

 

According to PRS, the latest amendments will enable the NIA to additionally investigate offences 

related to human trafficking, counterfeit currency, manufacture or sale of prohibited arms, cyber-

terrorism, and offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908. 

Water Policy in Meghalaya : 

 

The Meghalaya Cabinet has approved a draft water policy to address water usages, issues of 

conservation and protection of water sources in the State on July 12. 

The policy was drafted by the state Water Resources department in consultation with experts in water 

conservation and protection of water bodies. 



  



International Headlines 
 

Global Innovation Index 2019 : 

 

India’s ranking in the Global Innovation Index is 52 which shows an improvement of 5 points from 

the last years ranking (57). 

India’s rankings has been consistently increasing over the last few years and is among the top in the 

world in innovation drivers such as Information and Communication Technology (ICT), services 

exports, graduates in science and engineering, the quality of universities, gross capital formation  

(a measure of economy-wide investments) and creative goods exports. 

Declaring Ebola Outbreak as Global Health Emergency : 

 

The World Health Organization has declared the Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo a 

“public health emergency of international concern”. 

The move may encourage wealthy donor countries to provide more cash. But the WHO stopped short 

of saying borders should be closed, saying the risk of the disease spreading outside the region was 

not high. 

Nelson Mandela Day : 

 

Nelson Mandela International Day, also known as Mandela Day, is held on July 18 each year. The 

day remembers Mandela’s achievements in working towards conflict resolution, democracy, 

human rights, peace, and reconciliation. 

Kulbhushan Jadhav Verdict : 

 

On 17 July 2019 the International Court of Justice (ICJ) delivered its final verdict on the Kulbhushan 

Jadhav case between India and Pakistan.  

With a 15-1 majority decision in India’s favour, the court found that Pakistan had breached its 

obligations under the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (VCCR). 

Anshula Kant appointed World Bank MD and CFO : 

 

Anshula Kant, managing director of the State Bank of India, has been appointed as managing director 

and chief financial officer of the World Bank. 

As Managing Director and Chief Financial Officer, Kant will be responsible for financial and risk 

management of the World Bank Group. 

Israeli anti-tank Spike missiles : 

 

Indian Army has placed an order for Israeli anti-tank Spike missile. This missile is known for its 

ability like it can pierce even bunkers. Another major advantage of this missile is that it can hit 

targets at a range of four kilometers. 



Before this decision of Indian Army, central government has allowed armed forces to make 

emergency purchases. This power was given to armed forces after Pulwama attack. 

Boris Johnson : 

 

The unconventional British politician Boris Johnson has won the race within the Conservative Party 

to become the country’s Prime Minister, thus taking charge of the contentious Brexit process that 

the UK has been grappling with ever since the 2016 referendum. 

Being the mayor of London between 2008 to 2016, Johnson subsequently became the UK’s Foreign 

Secretary (equivalent to the External Affairs Minister of India) for almost two years, a position in 

which he left an imprint on British foreign policy vis-à-vis several countries, including India. 

  



1. Chandrayaan 1  

Found Water On Moon 

Context :Chandrayaan 1 launched by ISRO on 22nd October 2008 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

and it became operated until August 2009. This event completed 10 years in 2019. 

Background : 

India’s Moon Missions – 

1999: Idea first mooted at Science Academy meet. 

2000: Follow up proposal by Astronautical Society of India. 

ISRO forms a National Lunar Mission Task Force. 

56th Indian Independence Day, August 15 2003 - India’s Moon Mission Announcement 

2003: Government approves proposal of Chandrayaan 1. 

October 22, 2008 - Chandrayaan 1 launched PSLV C 11. 

October 29, 2008 – Chandrayaan-1 First Earth Picture 

November 08, 2008 – Chandrayaan-1 in Moon Orbit. 

May 2009: Chandrayaan 1’s orbit rose to 200 kms after the completion of all the major mission 

objectives. 

September 24, 2009 - Significant Discovery Confirmation, Water on Moon 

Basics : 

 Chandrayaan 1 was India’s first mission to moon 

 It was launched by PSLV C-11 including orbiter (space probe orbiting a planet) and an 

impactor. 

 The weight of lunar craft was 1304 kg at launch and 590 kg at lunar orbit. 

 The spacecraft orbit around at a height of 100 kms from the lunar surface. 

 It is a remote sensing satellite. 

 India researched and developed its own technology by this mission for moon 

exploration. 

 The spacecraft carried 11 scientific instruments built in India, USA, UK, Germany, 

Sweden and Bulgaria. 

Objectives of the mission : 

1. Carry out high resolution mapping of topographic features in 3D. 

2. Detect presence of water. 

3. Perform chemical and mineralogical mapping of lunar surface. 

4. To prepare a three-dimensional atlas (with high spatial and altitude resolution) of both 

near and far side of the moon. 



 

Significant Discovery :-  

Chandrayaan-1 found water on the moon 

40 years ago scientists analyzed rock samples brought by Apollo astronauts and claimed the existence 

of water on moon. But there were doubts regarding the same. 

The findings of India’s maiden moon mission Chandrayaan-1 has detected evidence of water across the 

lunar surface. 

It traced water molecues on moon surface. 

Chandrayaan 1 was carrying NASA’s instrument Moon Minerology Mapper (M3) helped to find the 

existence of water molecules on the lunar surface. NASA’s Ceassini spacecraft and NASA’s Epoxi 

spacecraft have confirmed the find. 

 

These images are viewed by NASA’s Moon Mineralogy Mapper on the ISRO’s Chandrayaan – 1 

spacecraft. 

Conclusion: 



Chandrayaan-1 has made great achievement in the planetary science with the discovery of water 

molecules on moon’s surface. This discovery is of great importance in the way of growing vegetation 

in the earth’s natural satellite in future. Hence for the more research ISRO has recently launched 

Chandrayaan-2 mission with broader objective in the field of development. 

 

2. The Delhi High Court overturns 148 year  

law in force against homosexuality- 2009 

The name of this case is ‘Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of Delhi’ and the section under question is 

Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (not the Indian Constitution-students often make this 

mistake. IPC has sections and Constitution has articles.) 

The section read that Carnal intercourse against the order of nature is an offense. The Delhi High 

Court while deciding on the case ruled the following:  

Article 14 - The Court also held that Section 377 offends the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 

14 (under the fundamental Right to Equality charter) of the Constitution, because it creates an 

unreasonable classification and targets homosexuals as a class. Public animus and disgust towards a 

particular social group or vulnerable minority, it held, is not a valid ground for classification under 

Article 14. 

Article 15 - Article 15 of the Constitution forbids discrimination based on certain characteristics, 

including sex. The Court held that the word “sex” includes not only biological sex but also sexual 

orientation, and therefore discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation is not permissible under 

Article 15. 

Article 21 - The Court also noted that the right to life under Article 21 includes the right to health, and 

concluded that Section 377 is an impediment to public health because it hinders HIV-prevention 

efforts. 

Judicial Activism – 

The Court did not strike down Section 377 as a whole. The section was declared unconstitutional in so 

far it criminalises consensual sexual acts of adults in private. The judgement keeps intact the 

provision in so far as it applies to non-consensual non-vaginal intercourse and intercourse with 

minors. The court stated that the judgement would hold until Parliament chose to amend the law.  

Further Chronology of the events: 

In 2013 the Supreme Court reinstated the section. It argued that court did not have the power to 

change the laws as it was then duty of the Constitution. - Suresh Kumar Koushal Vs. Naz 

Foundation 

The 2013 Judgement was overturned by a 5 Judge Bench in 2018 and the it was declared that carnal 

intercourse between two consenting adults, gender irrespective was not against the order of nature. - 

Navtej Singh Johar Vs. Union of India 

 



3. Twenty Years To Kargil War 
 

Historic Win of 1999: 

Before the War of 1999, only one army brigade, consisting of about 2,500 soldiers were guarding the 

Indian territory with the Line of Control (LOC) between Zojila Pass and Leh. One unit of 

approximately 2500 soldiers were responsible for guarding 100kms of border which was nearly 

impossible. Both of these sectors are strategically very important and an important means for 

providing the logistics from Zozi La to Siachen. (World’s highest Army deployment). More army 

units were required, but the need was not felt then. 

The Indian and Pakistani posts alongside LOC were vacated before winter due to the inhospitable 

environment to live. The Pakistan army took advantage of this situation and the lack of soldiers 

and intruded into Mushkoh, Dras, Kargil.  

After the Pakistan intrusion began, Tololing was won back by 13 Jammu and Kashmir Rifles. The 

final win over the tiger hill shook the Pakistani army. 

The Kargil conflict is seen as the fourth war fought between India and Pakistan and the third over the 

Himalayan region of Kashmir that Pakistan claims in its entirety. The two countries had previously 

fought two wars in 1947 and 1965 over Kashmir while their third war in 1971 led to the bifurcation 

of Pakistan and the birth of Bangladesh. 

Twenty Years Later : 

Identification of the infiltered areas was done and counter infiltration was done. On the occasion of 20 

years to Kargil war Indian Army chief Bipin Rawat warned Pakistan against any repeat of an 

intrusion into Indian territory two decades ago stating that Pakistan would get a “bloodier nose” if 

it did so. A war like this is unlikely. 

India accuses Pakistan of fomenting an Islamic insurgency in Kashmir, a charge Pakistan denies 

though it admits to extending moral and political support to what it calls the “freedom struggle in 

Kashmir.” 

 

4. Nelson Mandela sworn in  

as President of South Africa 
 

About Nelson Mandela: 

Nelson Rolihlahla Dalibhunga Mandela was born on July 18, 1918. 

He was born into the royal house of the Thembu people. 

At that time, South Africa was a country entirely different from what it is today. Since colonial times, 

people of colour in South Africa were seen as second-class citizens despite the clear non-white 

majority. 

For 20 years, Mandela directed peaceful, nonviolent acts of defiance against the South African 

government and its racist policies, including the 1952 Defiance Campaign and the 1955 Congress 

of the People 



1952 Defiance Campaign : 

 o It was defiance against South Africa’s pass laws, which required non-whites to carry documents 

(known as passes, pass books, or reference books) authorizing their presence in areas that the 

government deemed “restricted” (i.e., generally reserved for the white population). 

 o 1955 Congress of the People. 

 o He was involved in drafting the Freedom Charter, a document calling for non-racial social 

democracy in South Africa. 

On 10 May 1994, Nelson Mandela, at the age of 77, was inaugurated as South Africa’s first black 

president. 

 

5. Rwanda Massacre 
 

Rwanda consists of two major ethnic people  

Tutsis- Traditionally the wealthy class in minority 

Hutus- Majority who tended to be middle and lower class 

Timeline: 

Rwanda was a colony of Belgium. 

The Belgians in a classic act of ‘divide and rule’ cemented the distinction by mandating separate 

identity cards for Tutsis and Hutus in 1935. 

The Belgians considered the Tutsis to be superior to the Hutus 

For years Tutsis enjoyed better jobs and educational opportunities than Hutus. 

1962- Rwanda got independence from Belgium. 

120,000 Rwandans mostly Tutsis fled the country at that time which meant that Hutus got the power. 

Starting in the late 1980s, Rwanda exile groups made political and military moves to repatriate. 

Peacemaking attempts in 1993 by the United Nations and regional African governments were 

unsuccessful. 

Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) rebel movement was led by Tutsis whose leader was Paul 

Kagame, who for years had been living as refugees in neighbouring Uganda. 

Their push to reclaim territory in their native country was seen by some as the aggravating factor 

leading to mass slaughter.  

There was civil war which lasted for almost 3 years. 

It is estimated that war killed almost 70% of Tutsis population. 

The well-organised RPF, backed by Uganda’s army, gradually seized more territory, until 4 July 

1994, when its forces marched into the capital, Kigali. 

Some two million Hutus - both civilians and some of those involved in the genocide - then fled across 

the border into the Democratic Republic of Congo, at the time called Zaire, fearing revenge attacks 

Human rights groups say RPF fighters killed thousands of Hutu civilians as they took power. 

Paul Kagame, commander of the rebel RPF, has since turned his army into the ruling political party. 

He has been president since 2000. 

Many credit his leadership for Rwanda’s transformation, which included establishing a United 

Nations war crimes court that sentenced 38 of the ringleaders to long prison terms. 

International aid has helped Rwanda rebuild its infrastructure. 



 

6. Tiananmen Square Incident 
 

What happened? 

Thousands of protesters were massacred at Tiananmen Square in China. 

Reason behind protest: 

Protests were triggered in April 1989 by the death of former Communist Party General Secretary Hu 

Yaobang, a liberal reformer who was deposed after losing a power struggle with hardliners over 

the direction of political and economic reforms. 

As many as 1.2 million people gathered near Tiananmen square asking for democratic reforms 

and resignations of Chinese Communist Party leaders who were deemed too repressive.The protest 

continued for 3 weeks.  

 
Result : 

After failing to get protesters to obey orders to disperse, the Chinese government, led by Premier Li 

Peng, instituted martial law May 19, 1989. Li also stopped foreign media outlets from reporting 

about the demonstrations beginning June 1 of that year. 

The army open fired upon unarmed protestors who were protesting peacefully. 

The Chinese side clarified that attack by army was in self-defence. 

Now after 30 years similar protests can be seen in Hong Kong against Chinese government passing of 

bill allowing amendments to extradition law allowing extradition to mainland China. 

 

7. Revolution in Iran 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of House of Pahlavi was second monarch who ruled from 16 September 

1941 until his overthrow by the Iranian Revolution on 11 February 1979. 

Although he sought to modernize Iran, Pahlavi clung to traditions that seemed to suit an ancient 

Persian monarch. Discontent among fundamentalist Muslims grew, and the Shah became more 

repressive. 

At same time exiled cleric Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran, who was supported from outside by 

US. 

He was able to focus this discontent with a populist ideology tied to Islamic principles and calls for 

the overthrow of the shah and set out to transform Iran into a religious state. 

Even though he was supported by US, when he got the power he went against US. 

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi took refuge in US 

8. Nationalization of Banks 
2019 marks the 50th year of Nationalization of 14 banks in 1969 by Indira Gandhi government. Till 

1969 State Bank Of India was the only nationalized bank in India. It got nationalized in 1955, 

Earlier it was known as Imperial Bank of India.  



What is Nationalization?  

The transfer of ownership or control of an entity from private sector to government sector is termed as 

nationalization.  

Why Nationalization?  

Only 14 private banks were controlling 70% of the deposits of the country.  

Private bankers was catering big industries and business by providing them loans and financial 

support.   

Because of this Bank failure became a usual phenomenon, 361 banks failed between 1947 to 1955 

alone.  

Because of the Private Sector’s Monopoly bankers did not lend money to priority sectors.   

In 1967 only 2.2% of the totalled loans were given to farmers.  

Naturally people were trusting postal deposit system than commercial banks.  

Nationalization was necessary for Expansion of banking to rural areas and to bridge the urban-rural 

gap.  

Savings mobilization at the national level was also an important reason. 

Merits: 

After nationalization trust of public increased on banking system. Deposits grew by near above 800% 

after nationalization.  

Priority sectors (Agriculture, Small business etc.) were targeted more efficiently.  

Sphere of banking system expanded to rural areas. 

 

9. Tibetan Revolution And  

Dalai Lama Came To India (60 Years) 
 

Tibet has always been known for its rich culture, besides China. In 1950, the newly established 

Chinese Communist regime decided that Tibet must become a permanent part of the People’s 

Republic of China and launched an invasion. 

For China, possessing Tibet gave access to rich natural resources and allowed it to militarise the 

strategically important border with India. With 40,000 Chinese troops in its sparsely populated 

country, the Tibetan government - led by the still teenaged Dalai Lama - was forced to recognise 

China’s rule in return for promises to protect Tibet’s political system and Tibetan Buddhism. 

China failed to keep its promises and on-going Tibetan resistance came to a head on 10 March 1959. 

Hundreds of thousands of Tibetans surrounded the Potala Palace in Lhasa fearing that the Dalai 



Lama was about to be kidnapped or assassinated. The uprising was brutally suppressed and the 

Dalai Lama was forced to flee into exile. 

The 10th of March is now commemorated as National Uprising Day by Tibetans and supporters 

across the world. 

Dalai Lama fled to India and resided in Dharamshala and established THE CENTRAL TIBETIAN 

ADMINISTRATION. 

This historic event completed 60 years in 2019. 

 

10. Constitution came into force  

– 26 November 1949 
A constituent assembly was formed on the recommendations given by the cabinet mission plan. The 

body was partly elected and partly nominated. It had duel functions, one was to legislate on subject 

matters and other was to form the constitution of India. 

Its strength in number was reduced after 1947 as India was partitioned before its Independence. 

Originally it had the strength of 389 members which came down to 299 members after the 

partition.  

The draft of the Constitution was introduced on November 4, 1948. The second reading started on 

November 15, 1948 which continued till October 17, 1949. The second reading was a clause by 

clause discussion of every article. The only article which was passed without any deliberation was 

‘Universal adult franchise’  

Third reading started on November 14, 1949 and the draft of the Constitution was passed on 26 

November 1949. It was signed by 284 of the 299 members who were present on the occasion.  

The Constitution passed on November 26, 1949 had a Preamble, 395 articles, 8 schedules. It was 

decided that the Constitution will come into full force on January 26, 1950 to mark 20 years to the 

Poorna Swaraj declaration of 1930.  

 Although some articles came into force right from November 26, 1949. They were: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 

60, 324, 366, 367, 379, 380, 388, 391, 392, and 393. These articles pertained to citizenship, elections, 

provisional parliament, transitional provisions and short title. 

 

11. Eighty Years Since First Cooperative  

Sugar Mills started in Maharashtra 
Context: 



Year 2019 marks the 70 years of first cooperative sugar mill which was started in Maharashtra by 

V.K. Patil. Co-operative societies has been helping rural population of India from pre-independence 

times. Currently Maharashtra produces 20% of the totalled sugar produced in India. 

Co-operative Movement in Maharashtra: 

The co-operative movement was introduced in the district after the Hyderabad Co-operative Credit 

Societies Act was made applicable to Aurangabad district in the year 1917.  

In the beginning this district was divided into two major circles of Aurangabad and Jalna. So, as to 

facilitate close supervision over the societies and also develop the area speedily. The benefits of co-

operative activity were primarily aimed at helping the agriculturist community which was the major 

group in this region also.  

Besides organising as many agricultural credit societies as possible, the non-agricultural societies also 

were promoted. In the Initial stages the ratio between the agricultural and non-agricultural societies 

was 10 : 1. The non-agricultural societies comprised salary earners’ societies and industrial 

societies.  

The development of the co-operative movement was entrusted to an Assistant Registrar of Co-

operative Societies, assisted by the Circle Inspectors. It was on 2nd June, 1917 that the Jalna Central 

Co-operative Bank was registered and three months later, the Central Co-operative Bank 

Aurangabad was, registered.  

The agricultural credit movement gradually gained momentum during the subsequent years with the 

result that a network of village agricultural co-operative credit societies was created. These societies 

were registered on the basis of the principle of unlimited liability. The members of the society were 

induced to obtain loans from the respective society. Every effort was made, to keep them away 

from the clutches of the usurious money-lenders as also to establish connections with their village 

counterparts. 

 The first society that was registered in Aurangabad was the Agricultural Co-operative Credit 

Society at Jainpur in Paithantaluka in the year 1917. It was followed by a number of other agricultural 

and non-agricultural societies. The subsequent years witnessed the tendency of the agriculturist and 

non-agriculturist population to form many societies in order to improve their economic and social 

standards. 

 

12. Eighty years  

since the Second World War started 
Context: The German invasion of Poland on  

1st September, 1939 officially marked the launch of World War 2, especially in the European theatre. 

 

Background:  

The Second World War was fought between the Allied and Axis Powers from 1939 to 1945. Factors 

leading to the Second World War can be traced back upto World War I to say the least. Some 

amongst the many reasons are metioned below: 1) Treaty of Versailles, 2) Failure of League of 

Nations 3) Rise of dictators and militant nationalism 4) Economic crisis 5) Problems of national 

minoroties 

Germany, an axis power, was restricted on many fronts on account of its defeat in the First World 

War and sanctions following it. However, Germany once again started expanding itself in the 



1930s after having rebuilt itself under the Nazi Party of Adolf Hitler. It had already occupied 

territories of Austria (1938) and Czechoslovakia (Munich Pact, 1938) before moving on to Poland. 

According to the Treaty of Versailles, Poland was given access to the Baltic sea through a corridor 

passing through German territory dividing the territory of East Prussia from the rest of Germany. 

This contention between the two nations was sought to be handled through the German-Polish 

Non-Aggression Pact, 1934. 

However, in 1939 after signing the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact, officially known as the Treaty of Non-

aggression between Germany and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Poland had to face an 

onslaught on both fronts, from Germany and the USSR. 

Despite promises of assistance from Britain and France, Poland was left unaided and annexed with a 

period of three weeks that followed. This period is also referred to as the ‘phoney war’ since seven 

months after declaration of war there were no active efforts from Britain and France against 

Germany, except few naval clashes, and thus the war remained confined to samll parts in the east 

of Europe. The acquired territories of Poland were later divided between Germany and USSR. 

Although this was when World War Two was supposed to have started, the expansionary policies of 

Japan had been place from 1937 with its invasion of Manchuria, China. 

The Axis forces then moved on to acquire the Baltic states, Denmark, Norway and finally Belgium, 

Netherlands and France. Colonies all across the world were pushed into the war and made to 

choose sides by their respective imperial powers. Meanwhile, Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour (7th 

December 1941) introduced USA into the scene. Britain was on the brink of breakdown when the 

German troops were moved eastward to the Russian front. The harsh winters of Russia marked the 

beginning of the end for the Axis powers. Africa too proved to be a major centre of competition to 

grab colonies between the old and new imperial powers. The war finally ended with the surrender 

of Japan post the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.  

 

Aftermath:  

The end of this war resulted into various long lasting consequences such as the Cold War, 

Decolonisation (inspired by nationalism and right to self determination), formation of the United 

Nations Organisation, etc. that set in a new world order for the times to come. 

Thus, even though it’s been almost 8 decades since these rivalries emerged, it’s strains can still be felt 

international political, economic and cultural relations of today’s world and drawing significance in 

current times. 

 

13. Why Subhash Chandra Bose left Congress and 

formed the Forward Bloc? 
News:  

All India Forward Bloc’s 79th Foundation Day, on 22nd June 2019 .After resigning from the Congress, 

over ideological differences with Gandhiji, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose formed the All India 

Forward Bloc on May 3,1939.  

NetajiSubash Chandra Bose: 

Subhash Chandra Bose or Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, as he is fondly known as, is one of the most 

revered freedom fighters of India. Bose was active with the radical wing of Indian National 

Congress during his young days, Bose’s ideologies were highly contradictory to that of Gandhiji , 



who was highly popular among masses. While Bose stood for self-governance, even if it meant 

the use of force against the British, Gandhi emphasized on non-violent means.  

In 1927 Bose was appointed as the General Secretary of the Indian National Congress and worked 

alongside Jawaharlal Nehru for Indian independence. Netaji’s entry into political life gave a new 

turn to India’s struggle. A new wave of enthusiasm swept the country.  

Formation of the Forward Bloc:  

The Forward Bloc of the INC was formed on May 3, 1939 by Bose , who had resigned from the 

presidency of the Indian National Congress on 29 April after differences with Gandhiji regarding 

the presidency, In 1939, he was re-elected as Congress President after defeating Gandhiji’s 

candidate Pattabhi Sitaramayya, this was the reason for differences. 

The formation of the Forward Bloc was announced to the public at a rally in calcutta . Bose said that 

who all were joining, they had to never turn their back to the British and must fill the pledge form 

by cutting their finger and signing it with their blood. First of all, seventeen young girls came up 

and signed the pledge form.  

Objectives of Forward Bloc:  

Subhash Chandra Bose was known for his Leftist views in the Congress. Subhash wanted that the 

Forward Bloc to stand for the abolition of land lordism and introduction of a uniform land tenure 

system for the whole country.  The programme of the party included unity of all radical 

organisations under one national organisation to consolidate all activities. It stood for protecting 

the interests of the p workers and not of the landlords and the capitalists, it was of the socialist 

view of society.  

It also stood for equality and social justice, which in party’s view were to be the basis of new order in 

free India. The Bloc promoted linguistic and cultural autonomy for all sections of Indian society, 

and worked to make India a modern state.  

They also criticized various schemes which were put before Indian leadership for freedom of the 

country. They strongly opposed the partition of the country. After independence Forward Bloc 

continued to have some support in Bengal.  

Forward Bloc today:  

We cannot say what momentum the Bloc would have gained but it received serious setback when in 

1940 Subhash Chandra Bose left India. His followers, after him till the news of his death on 

August 18, 1945, continued to receive attention of the people. The Bloc re-established as an 

independent political party after the independence of India. It has its main stronghold in Bengal. 

 

14. Poorna Swaraj Declaration -1929  
The event:  

In the Lahore session of Congress headed by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru as the President, the Congress 

declared ‘Poorna Swaraj’ or ‘Complete Independence’ as its goal. January 26, 1930 was fixed as 

the first Independence Day, to be celebrated everywhere.  

Background:  

In 1917 the British government had decided that there will be a review of the constitutional machinery 

of India every 10 years for further improvements and independence to the Indian masses. 

Keeping this promise in mind after the 1919 Government of India act, the British Government 

appointed a commission in 1927 to review the constitutional system of Government of India. This 

commission was headed by Sir John Simon which is famously known as the Simon Commission.  



It was a seven member commission with no Indian member. It was widely protested all over India 

with the famous slogan ‘Simon Go Back.’ 

   In the end the Simon Commission failed. A minister in the Indian Government Lord 

Birkenhead made a statement challenging Indians to form a unanimous constitution and if they do 

the British Government will implement it.  

As an answer to this challenge a sub-committee was formed in a meeting of All India party meeting 

held under the leadership of Motilal Nehru. After a lot of work and struggle a draft constitution 

was made by the committee.  

There were many disagreements about the draft, one of them was from the younger faction of leaders 

such as Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhash Chandra Bose etc. It was regarding the dominion status of 

India whereas the young leaders wanted the goal of complete Independence and not merely 

dominion status.  

Under the pressure of the young faction the British Government was given an ultimatum of one year 

instead of two to implement a dominion status for India or else face a nationwide civil 

disobedience movement for complete independence.  

Jawaharlal Nehru was elected as the president of Annual Session of Congress to be held at Lahore in 

December 1929. It was decided at this session that the goal of the independence movement for 

which even the Indian National Congress was working was ‘Poorna Swaraj’ or ‘Complete 

Independence.’  

 Many elder leaders insisted to keep the goal as dominion status and not complete Independence but 

the Lahore session dominated by the younger section amended that goals. This time the elder leaders 

compromised their demands to accommodate the younger section. This compromise was done 

keeping in mind past events like Surat Split and Swarajist movements. 

 

15. The Great Depression - 1929 
What is Depression?  

The real GDP of the economy decreases which means less no. of goods and services are produced in 

the economy than previous year.  

E.g. If country A created 10 apples in one financial years and the same country created 7 apples in 

next financial year then it will be termed as situation of depression.  

Great Depression?  

On October 29,1929 American Share market collapsed and after that great depression started. It 

affected the Economies of all nations in general and USA in particular. Then It was the worst 

economic downturn in history of the world.   

 Causes of great depression  

USA has increased it’s food production capacity tremendously in world war-1. But even after the war 

the production continued on large scale, so the supply surpassed the demand. This resulted in 

decline of food prices, that ultimately resulted in economic inactivity.  

Vicious circle{Low food prices-less profit for food related business-So, Cutting down of manpower-

increasing unemployment.Unemployed people not able to buy goods and services-Creates more 

loss to business-business again cut down manpower.  



US banks were more keen to give loans to stock companies and Real Estate sector. Because both the 

sectors were booming.   

Unsecured loans were provided by the bank’s to its borrowers.  

Flourishing Real Estate sector was actually a bubble filled with air of loans provided by banks on  the 

guarantee of manipulated papers of mortgages by its borrowers.  

A huge “Debt web” was created after the world war-1.   

Eg. Germany needed to gave France and Britain $ 33 Billion, Which she couldn’t pay without getting 

loan from US And US owed $ 10 Billion to Britain and France which they couldn’t pay if 

Germany doesn’t give them the reparations funded by US loans. This kind of lot of debts created a 

debt web.  

So, as the US economy collapsed it affected whole of Europe.   

The Great Depression  

4.3 million People were unemployed in 1930 the number rosed to 13 million till 1933.  

Unemployment rate was 25% in USA.  

More than 5000 banks were shut down during this time.  

In 1932 alone there were more than 2000 labor strikes against government and industries.  

Inflation in Europe began to increase.  

Major mistakes  

US responded by raising tariffs to their highest level ever with passing Hawley smooth tariff act. The 

law increased the tariffs on foreign goods to protect the dyeing domestic industry.   

In response, European nations also increased the tariffs to save their own industry.   

Tariffs rise and rising unemployment push the world into a vicious circle of Economic inactivity. This 

is how world trade came to a halt.  

Britain abandon the gold standards in 1931 and stopped payment in gold.  

But US didn’t abandoned the gold standards because of political pressure from banks and big 

industries. This situation created Economic deadlock.  

Solution- The New Deal  

In 1932 Franklin D. Roosevelt became the President of USA. The New deal was a set of various 

government programs to solve the problem of great depression and to prevent the future 

depressions.  

 What were the government initiatives?  

3Rs: 

 o Relief- Giving money to people in need.  

 o Recovery - Fix the industry and get people back to work in factories.  

 o Reform-To regulate the economy and prevent any such kind of depression in future.  

Public Administration Program gave job to the people who were in need.  

Civilian Conservation Corps were established which paid people for building national parks and 

related infrastructure.  

Glass Stegall act was passed which barred commercial  banks from Buying and selling of stocks.  



National Industrial Recovery act established National Recovery Association (NRA) Which was 

aimed to increase cooperation between Private sector and Federal government in matter of 

production, Industry standard, Working conditions etc.  

The social security act provided unemployment insurance, Aid to poor families and payment after 

retirement.  

  That’s how condition of workers improved and the economy started to recover. American 

economy recover to its original position in 1943.  

 

 

16. Treaty of Versailles, 1919 
Context:  

The treaty of Versailles completed 100 years on 28th June 2019. World War I came to an end on 11th 

November, 1918 when defeated Germany unconditionally surrendered the Allied Powers. With the 

treaty in 1919, peace was formally restored throughout the world. The Paris Peace Conference 

negotiated the Treaty of Versailles and also established the League of Nations. 

Some harsh conditions of the treaty: 

 European leaders signed the treaty in the Palace of Versailles’ Hall of Mirrors—the very place 

where the German Empire had been created, and Wilhelm II’s father was made emperor, in 1871. 

This added to the German people’s humiliation caused by “War Guilt” clause. 

1. It stripped Germany of 13% of its territory and one tenth of its population.  

2. The Rhineland was occupied and demilitarized, and German colonies were taken over by the new 

League of Nations.  

3. The German army was diminished to 1,00,000 men and the country was forbidden to draft 

soldiers.  

4. Its weapons were largely confiscated, and its navy was restricted from keeping large vessels. 

5. Germany was forced to put Wilhelm II, its emperor, on trial for war crimes.  

6. It also had to pay 660 million pounds of Reparations to the Allies. 

 Result of the Treaty: 

1. Majority of historians agree that the treaty ended World War I and at the same time laid the 

foundation for the Second World War.  

 According to French Military theorist Ferdinand Foch, “Treaty of Versailles was not a peace but 

just an armstice for 20 years.” 

 The entirely treaty blamed Germany and Austria for the war and so asserted to punish them 

severely. 

2. The German right-wing politicians saw it as Diktat, that is- “Dictated Peace” and used it as a 

nationalist rallying point.  



  When Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany in 1934, his government began to violate many of 

the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.  

3. The huge reparations reduced Germany’s industrial output and adding other factors also pushed 

the country to hyperinflation. 

 

17. Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre 
On April 13, 1919 more than 15000 Indians had peacefully gathered at Jallianwalla Bagh in Amritsar 

to hear the speeches condemning the Rowlatt Act (Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act of 

1919) and the arrests of two local leaders-Satya Pal and Saifuddin Kitchlew. 

It was also the Baisakhi Day and many villagers had gathered to celebrate it and were unaware of the 

curfew. General Dyer ordered his troops to fire openly in public without giving a warning to the 

people (as should have been done according to the Standard Operating Procedures).  

The firings continued for a long time until the ammunition was exausted and people having failed to 

escape from the place died over there. Official British Raj sources estimated the fatalities at 379, 

and with 1,100 wounded. However, the casualty number quoted by the Indian National Congress 

was more than 1,500, with roughly 1,000 killed. 

 Aftermath of the massacre: 

Due to global pressure, British was forced to set up a Hunter Commission in order to enquire in 

General Dyer’s action. He kept Justifying his actions. Even Hunter Commission did not award any 

penal nor disciplinary action because Dyer’s actions were excused by various superiors (later 

upheld by the Army Council). However, he was finally found guilty of a mistaken notion of duty 

and relieved of his command. 

 A mistaken notion of duty : 

British legal theorist John Austin in his imperative theory suggests that “Law is the command of the 

political sovereign, backed by sanction. Any act to the contrary, howsoever just, fair and reasonable 

would invite the application of law, more correctly the officially recognised and stated law.” This 

theory stays relevant even today for the police service. 

In a telegram sent to Dyer, British Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab, Sir Michael O’Dwyer wrote: 

“Your action is correct. Lieutenant Governor approves.” It is due to this that later on 13th March 

1940, Michael O’Dwyer was shot dead by Udham Singh in Britain. 

Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore returned his Knighthood as a mark of protest against this 

incident. 

 After the massacre, the Government repealed the Rowlatt Act, the Press Act, and 22 other laws in 

March 1922. 

18. Mahatma Gandhiji’s entry  

into freedom struggle 



Coming back to India in 1915, Gandhiji used the same path of truth and non-violence as he had used 

in South Africa. 

His entry into public life began with the Champaran Satyagraha (1917). It was in order to 

mobilize the peasants against the of the indigo planters of Europe. 

In 1918, the Kheda Satyagraha took place where he led a “no tax campaign” at Kheda in Gujarat 

as the peasants were unable to pay the revenue due to famine.  

The next he led was the Ahemdabad Mill Strike. He supported the mill workers in their demand 

for a plague bonus.  

During the First World War, he whole heartedly supported the British Government and was 

awarded the “Kaiser-i-Hind” title for war service. 

 Rowlatt Satyagraha, 1919:  

The Government appointed a committee under Justice Rowlatt to curb the revolutionary activities. 

Based on suggestions, this Rowlatt Act was passed which enabled the British to formulate 

special laws - both punitive and preventive in character.  

The British were empowered to search any place and to arrest any suspected person without 

warrant. The liberties and freedom of the people were suspended. Gandhiji protested against it 

and gave a call to start movement on 6th April 1919 against the Act in a peaceful manner.  

The aim of the movement was the withdrawal of the Rowlatt Act. People were asked to observe 

‘Hartal’, fasting, prayer and for organizing meetings and processions all over the country. 

Changed nature of freedom struggle after Gandhiji’s entry: 

The nationalist movement in India before Gandhiji was limited to a group of Western-educate 

professionals. As against this, Gandhiji emphasised on the participation of masses in the 

freedom struggle. 

For the younger generation frustrated by the conflicts between moderates and extremists, he offered 

a new alternative. Not only that but he succeeded in uniting the moderates and extremists on a 

common political platform. 

Women’s participation in the movement increased. 

 Eg : The Salt Satyagaraha at Dharasana was led by Sarojini Naidu. 

Earlier politicians wanted a nationalist ideology built from ideas borrowed from West. But Gandhiji 

insisted that the ideology must be rooted in India and its Ancient Civilisation. He offered a 

civilisational concept on Indian Nation. 

“Inclusivism” became to be identified as his unique style of politics which was based on 

recognition of diversities of India. 

 Gandhiji’s entry shaped the freedom struggle in a different way and his ideals also influenced 

the making of our Constitution. 

19. Mahatma Gandhiji’s 150th Birth Anniversary 
 2019 marks 150th year of Gandhiji’s birth anniversary. 



The occasion of 150th birth anniversary celebrations has given us an opportunity to remind the 

humanity of the greatness of the message of Mahatma Gandhi.  

His lessons are relevant in every policy of the country such as Swacch Bharat, rights of women and 

children, and of civil liberties of small and disadvantaged groups, health and well-being of the 

Indian farmer and the Indian village. 

The motive of these celebrations is also to encourage the citizens to offer Karyanjali as a 

Shraddhanjali (Tribute) to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th Birth Anniversary. Karyanjali means 

“Gandhi in action”. 

The celebrations aim increase awareness about Gandhiji nationally as well as globally; the occasion 

should be celebrated in a manner that ensures Mahatma Gandhi continues to be an inspiration for 

future generations. 

Swacchh Bharat Abhiyaan : 

 While launching the campaign of Swacch Bharat Abhiyaan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

conveyed to us ,”It is our social responsibility as citizens of India to help fulfillGandhiji’s vision of 

Clean India, by his 150th birth anniversary in 2019.”  This year’s Economic Survey talks a lot 

about the success of Swacch Bharat Mission 

 This campaign, as a nation-wide cleanliness drive, was launched on 2nd October, 2014, 

the birthday of India’s most revered ‘role model’ Mahatma Gandhi. The day was chosen to 

highlight the values propagated by him and thereby create a mass movement on the lines of 

‘satyagraha’ for a cleaner India. The symbol used for SBM invokes Gandhiji’s ideas. To initiate 

behavioural change in usage of toilets, more than five lakh swachhagrahis, foot soldiers of the 

SBM, were recruited; the similarity with satyagrahis is intentional to reinforce the message. 

Behaviour change techniques such as Participatory Rural Appraisal and Community-led Total 

Sanitation result in people coming together, and acting upon it. Those who do not participate fear 

of community scorn, or a desire to fit in. 

Relevance of Gandhiji’s values today: 

1. Leading an ethical life:  

 o His idea of a simple living and strong faith in truth and non-violence can be a guiding light for 

our generation to lead an ethical life. For the contemporary society, following the ideals of 

truthfulness is another important challenge.  

2. Better and peaceful society:  

 o One of the greatest lessons we learn from Mahatma Gandhi was his deep faith in the goodness of 

every individual and hisbelief that humanity is proceeding towards well-being. His strong belief 

on humanity is reflected as, “You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a 

few drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.”This teaching of Gandhiji 

can show us a way out when today we are witnessing issues like Mob Lynching and other forms 

of violence. 

3. Fighting climate change:  

 o In the backdrop of the materialistic culture prevailing today, Gandhian philosophy shows us how 

to adopt simple and sustainable lifestyle. This can at least help each individual to make simple 

choices and thereby reduce one’s own carbon footprint. 



 o He had rightly said, “The earth, the air, the land and the water are not an inheritance from our 

fore fathers but on loan from our children. So we have to handover to them at least as it was 

handed over to us.” 

4. Doctrine of Trusteeship:  

 o It is based on the principle that all people having money or property hold it in trust for society. 

According to this doctrine, organisations and individuals possessing surplus wealth over and 

above their legitimate and genuine needs should spend it on community welfare programmers as 

part of their social responsibilities.  

5. Gram Swaraj:  

 o This concept recognizes the potential of Indian Villages to be units of self-sufficiency. It 

emphasises on the principle of decentralisation of powers to the villages in carrying out their 

affairs.  

 o This principle found its place in our Constitution in the form of Article  

40 : Organisation of Village Panchayats. Today we are facing the issue of Rural Distress which 

can be addressed through this principle. 

 By bringing Gandhiji in Action, contributing in our own small way to live his values can 

be the best tribute to Gandhiji. 

 


