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1. Turkey Syria: issue of Kurds 

Context:  

  On 9 October, Turkish troops and allied Syrian rebels launched an offensive to 

create a 30km (20-mile) deep “safe zone” along the Syrian side of the border. 

 

Until now, USA supported the Kurds to fight against the IS(Islamic State). But President 

Trump abruptly withdrew the American forces in Syria, giving Turkey a chance to cross 

border into Syria and take over the Kurdish-held territory. 

  

Why Turkey invaded Syria? 

It feels threatened by the People’s Protection Units (YPG), the military wing of the Kurdish 

Democratic Union Party (PYD).The Turkish government insists the YPG is an extension 

of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), which has fought for Kurdish autonomy in 

Turkey since 1984 and is designated as a terrorist group by the US and EU. The YPG and 

PKK share a similar ideology, but say they are separate entities. 



 

Who are the Kurds? 

The Kurds are one of the indigenous peoples of the Mesopotamian plains and the highlands 

in what are now south-eastern Turkey, north-eastern Syria, northern Iraq, north-

western Iran and south-western Armenia. 

In the early 20th Century, many Kurds began to consider the creation of a homeland - 

generally referred to as “Kurdistan”. After World War One and the defeat of the 

Ottoman Empire, the victorious Western allies made provision for a Kurdish state in 

the 1920 Treaty of Sevres. 

But their hopes were shattered when, the Treaty of Lausanne, which set the boundaries of 

modern Turkey, made no provision for a Kurdish state and left Kurds with minority 

status in their respective countries. 



 

 

The Current situation: 

 Mr Erdogan and Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a plan to end the 

offensive. They agreed: 

Turkish forces would be allowed to remain in the 120km-long strip of territory they had 

captured between Ras al-Ain and Tal Abyad 

Russian and Syrian troops would take control of the rest of the border area and ensure YPG 

fighters pulled back 30km from the border 

Turkish and Russian troops would start joint patrols inside a 10km-deep zone along the 

border on 29 October 

  There are questions about the deal, such as how long the Turkish forces can stay 

and what will happen to the tens of thousands of people being detained by the SDF on 

suspicion of links to IS. But there is no doubt it has cemented Russia’s role as the 

pivotal player in Syria. 

2. PM visit to Thailand for ASEAN : 
  

News: 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Thailand to attend the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India, East Asia and Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) summits. PM Modi will attend the 16th ASEAN-India Summit, the 



14th East Asia Summit and the third summit meeting of RCEP which is negotiating the 

trade deal. 

  

Highlights: 

On the India-ASEAN Summit, PM Narendra Modi will focus  on deepening economic 

partnerships, and expanding maritime cooperation besides enhancing ASEAN-led 

mechanisms. 

Addressing the Indian community at the ‘Sawasdee PM Modi’ event in Bangkok, the prime 

minister hailed the Centre’s move to abrogate Article 370 of the Constitution that 

accorded special status to Jammu and Kashmir and said, “India has rid itself of a big 

factor that sowed seeds of terrorism and separatism in the country.” 

ASEAN Summit has multilateralism and connectivity at the core. 

ASEAN is the integral part of our Act East Policy and will always be. An integrated and 

progressive ASEAN will favour India. A strengthend  partnership on maritime security, 

blue economy and human co-operation on several other such issues is of focus. 

In the spirit of our Act East Policy, we are paying special attention to enhance connectivity 

with this region. Direct connectivity between ports on Thailand’s west coast and ports 

on India’s east coast will enhance our economic partnership. 

  

India- ASEAN relationship: 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional organization which was established 

to promote political and social stability amid rising tensions among the Asia-Pacific’s 

post-colonial states.The motto of ASEAN is “One Vision, One Identity, One 

Community”. 8th August is observed as ASEAN Day. ASEAN Secretariat – 

Indonesia, Jakarta. 

 Objectives of ASEAN : 

To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development for a prosperous 

and peaceful community of Southeast Asian Nations. 

To promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule of 

law and adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

To promote active collaboration and mutual assistance on matters of common interest in 

the economic, social, cultural, technical, scientific and administrative fields. 

To collaborate more effectively for the greater utilisation of agriculture and industries, the 

expansion of their trade, the improvement of transportation and communications 

facilities and the raising of the living standards of peoples. 



To promote Southeast Asian studies. 

To maintain close and beneficial cooperation with existing international and regional 

organisations. 

Current issues that need to be addressed: 

Regional imbalances in the economic and social status of its individual markets of the 

ASEAN members and India. 

While the South China Sea is the main issue exposing the organization’s rifts. Inability to 

negotiate a unified approach with regards to China, particularly in response to its 

widespread maritime claims in the South China Sea. 

 Major areas of cooperation are : 

Political Security Cooperation: India places ASEAN at the centre of its Indo-Pacific vision of 

Security and Growth for All in the Region. 

Socio-Cultural Cooperation: Programmes to boost People-to-People Interaction with 

ASEAN, such as inviting ASEAN students to India, Special Training Course for ASEAN 

diplomats, Exchange of Parliamentarians, etc. 

India’s trade with ASEAN stands at approx. 10.6% of India’s overall trade. 

India’s export to ASEAN stands at 11.28% of our total exports. The ASEAN-India Free Trade 

Area has been completed. 

  

3. PM Modi’s Riyadh visit: 

News: 

  Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Saudi monarch King Salman bin Abdulaziz al 

Saud  at the start of a day-long visit to the kingdom. Modi, will also hold a separate 

round of talkls to Saudi Arabia’s crown prince Mohammed bin Salman on Tuesday.  

  Ties between the two countries have transformed in recent years with Riyadh 

beginning to refashion its ties with New Delhi in consonance with its Vision – 2030 

programme under which Saudi Arabia has chosen eight countries to forge strategic 

partnerships with. These include India, China, the UK, the United States, France, 

Germany, South Korea and Japan.  

Highlights of the visit: 



India and Saudi Arabia signed a a dozen pacts aimed at setting bilateral ties on higher 

growth trajectory. 

Modi will address the Future Investment Initiative Forum organised by the Saudi Arabia’s 

Sovereign Wealth Fund – the Public Investment Fund. The forum is popularly known as 

the ‘Davos in the Desert’ and has been hosted by Riyadh since 2017 to project the 

kingdom as the future investment hub in the region. 

Major areas of cooperation between the two nations: 

Energy cooperation: 

  On the energy front, India and Saudi Arabia are expected to sign a pact to build 

emergency crude reserves that will act as a buffer against volatility in oil prices and 

supply disruptions for Asia’s third largest economy. India has already built 5.33 million 

tons of underground reserves in three locations, which can meet about 10 days of the 

country’s oil needs, according to a government statement in June last year. the plan is 

to gave additional 12 days reserve. 

Launch of strategic partnership council: 

  A key takeaway of the visit is expected to be the launch of the India-Saudi Arabia 

Strategic Partnership Council that will be chaired by Modi on the Indian side and by 

Crown prince Mohammed bin Salman on the Saudi side. The Council will “begin a new 

era of cooperation across sectors”. 

Kashmir: 

  India is looking at ways to counter Pakistan’s narrative on the revocation of article 

370 of its constitution and integrate Kashmir with the rest of the country. Saudi Arabia 

is an influential voice in the Islamic world because it houses Islam’s two most revered 

pilgrimage sites—the Mecca and Medina mosques, therefore having them on our side 

is beneficial. 

India-Saudi Arabia relationship: 

Saudi Arabia has long been an important Indian trade partner.The Kingdom remains a vital 

source of energy for India, which imports almost a fifth of its crude oil requirement 

from Saudi Arabia. 

For years this relationship was influenced by Riyadh’s close ties to Pakistan, this has 

recently changed because while Riyadh retains strong ties to Islamabad, there is no 

longer an “either-or” element, and the Kingdom has demonstrated geopolitical 

diversification in its relations with South Asia. 



Counterterrorism has emerged as a key area of cooperation between the two countriires. 

Diaspora: India has the world’s third largest Muslim population (after Indonesia and 

Pakistan), and there is inevitably a religious-cultural aspect to the ties with the 

custodian of Islam’s holiest sites. Plus, there are more than 2.7 million Indians working 

in Saudi. 

Energy trade has traditionally been the foundation of the India-Saudi relationship. The 

increased focus on security and counterterrorism cooperation points to a maturing 

relationship that has moved away from a mere energy partnership. 

 4. India Decides To Opt Out Of RCEP: 

News: 

  After negotiating for about seven years, India decided to opt out of the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) earlier this month. One argument used to 

justify the pull-out is that free trade agreements (FTAs) don’t amount to free trade.  

What Is RCEP? 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a trade deal that was being 

negotiated between 16 countries. 

Members: 

10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam) and the 

six countries with which the bloc has free trade agreements (FTAs) — India, Australia, 

China, Korea, Japan, and New Zealand. 

Why India opted out of the trade deal? 

Some experts, in addition to the government, have maintained that the reason for the 

walkout is India’s adverse trade balance. However, many critics view this as a 

protectionist step. 

Historical data shows that regional partnerships haven’t proven to be very beneficial for 

India. In fact, over the span of six years (2014-19), among its trading partners, India has 

improved its trade balance only with Safta countries, as a whole. In case of Asean 

countries, as the alongside chart shows, India’s merchandise trade deficit has widened 

in this period. 



 

India registered trade deficit with 11 out of the 16 RCEP countries. India’s trade deficit with 

RCEP countries stood at $105 billion, out of which China alone accounted for $52 

billion. 

Apart from the trade deficit a key concern for India is the dumping of cheaper goods such 

as diary and farm products, and electronic items, especially from China. The RCEP deal 

format required India to abolish tariffs on more than 70% of goods from China, 

Australia and New Zealand, and nearly 90% goods from Japan, South Korea and Asean. 

This would have made imports to India, cheaper. 

  

What are the effects of this step? 

India chose not to hurt competitiveness of its local industries. This should come as a relief, 

especially for small- and medium-sized enterprises. 

India may lose market access to Asian economies at preferential rates, but vulnerable 

domestic industries would be protected from intense competition and more 

importantly, Chinese dumping. 

As India has FTA with other RCEP members through ASEAN for India primarily, trade 

barriers would have been lowered with only three countries: China, Australia and New 

Zealand. There was a fear that there would be a surge in imports of manufactures, 

primarily labour-intensive ones, from China. And the dairy market would be hugely 

affected by New Zealand. 

Any standard FTA has a safety valve, in the form of an escape clause, built into it. This 

means that any import surge that causes injury in the form of losses in output, profits 



and employment, immediately allows the triggering of temporary protection. It seems 

that RCEP negotiators didn’t get this , whic is bound to have negative effects to some 

extent. 

  

Major criticism: 

  Historically Indian economic and trade reforms have yeilded major positive results 

so , it does not make sense to retreat to protectionism, as seen in the RCEP pull-out or 

in the few tariff hikes India has seen over the last five years. Protectionism clearly 

failed in a big way during 1960-85. We must remember these sharply contrasting 

experiences, we can opt for  RCEP at a future date, when it is also able to obtain better 

terms. Indeed, such a decision will provide an impetus to the next generation of 

reforms —those related to land and labour. 

  

5. Brazil - Visa Free Travel for  Indians : 

 News: 

   Brazil is working to implement a policy to facilitate faster entry for Indian and 

Chinese travellers into the country, the Embassy of Brazil confirmed after President Jair 

Bolsonaro said the South American country intended to allow Indian and Chinese 

travellers to visit without a visa. 

The announcement from Brazil came ahead of the upcoming BRICS summit that will be held 

in Brazil which is expected to boost intra-BRICS ties. 

This is not based of reciprocity from any of the Nations. 

  

India - Brazil relationship: 

  

The basis for the development of ties between India and Brazil rests on trade and 

commerce. The regional powerhouses share a relationship that is gradual and 

progressive. 

The connection between India and Brazil is five-century old. The history dates back to the 

time when Portugal’s Pedro Alvares was on his way to India, and was blown-off course, 

only to discover Brazil in 1500. This lead to ties from the colonial times among these 

nations. 

India and Brazil jointly articulated positions in UNCTAD (UN Conference on Trade and 

Development) and G77. Even in 1967, both the countries condemned the idea of 

creating Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and instead insisted on using the money not on 

arms, but by helping the developing nations to fight poverty. 



Two countries came together  to form G4 group. Along with Germany and Japan, the two 

emerging nations supported each other in order to bid for a permanent seat in United 

Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

The formation of multilateral cooperation of the strong developing economies—Brazil, 

India, Russia and China in 2009 was touted as the beginning of a new world order. In 

2011, South Africa joined the group and the cooperation became unique as a distinct 

bloc of South. The enlarged geographic reach of the group to cover major continents, 

and the countries being the big regional players, enhances its relevance and growth. 

Though BRICS as a group has tremendous potential to grow, it has also received criticism 

for not having a common vision. 

In the Fortaleza summit member countries finally seal the deal to open the BRICS 

Development Bank. The bank is pitched to provide an alternative to International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) to support the bloc’s economies. 

  India and Brazil are the emerging nations that hold similar principles on democracy, 

human rights, global governance and liberal strategies. They are partners on the basis 

of trade relations . The two countries are considered to be important for the creation 

of a new world order. Both the countries have huge potential to grow bilaterally. 

However, they require aggressive political will to strengthen their association. 

6. Abu Bakr-al-Baghdadi 

Context: 

  On 27th October, President Donald Trump announced the death of Islamic State 

chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of ISIS. Baghdadi killed himself by igniting his 

suicide vest during an overnight raid led by US military forces in Syria. 

 About Baghdadi  

He was born in a tribal group known as Al-Bu-Badri tribe. 

He had proclaimed himself Caliph of the Islamic State in 2013. 

The United States designated him a terrorist some eight years ago, and declared a bounty 

of $10 million (more than Rs 70 crore) on his head. 

About ISIS 

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, also known as Daesh, gained global prominence in 2014 

when it drove Iraqi government forces out of the key cities in (western) Iraq.  

It declared its aim to establish an “Islamic state based on Sharia law or Islamic 

Caliphate” 



By the end of 2015, it had control over an estimated 8-12 million people over which it 

imposed an unforgiving version of Sharia law, attracting jihadists from across the 

world. 

The US-led coalition launched Operation Inherent Resolve for military intervention against 

ISIS. 

The ISIS started to weaken from 2016 onward as the international coalition, backed 

by regional allies including, most importantly, Syrian Kurdish peshmerga fighters, 

gained ground in Syria and Iraq. 

However, weakening of the Syrian Democratic Force’s position vis a vis Turkey and 

the Assad regime will deplete its resources and hinder the capability to defeat ISIS. 

As the formal structure of ISIS crumbled, thousands of its fighters went underground, even 

though local groups continued to carry out isolated terrorist incidents across the world 

in the name of ISIS and al-Baghdadi. 

The decentralised wilayas in West Africa, the Philippines, Egypt, Yemen, Afghanistan, 

Indonesia, and Libya have become more active. 

 

Way forward:  

It marks the bringing to justice of one of the biggest terrorist killers of modern times and 

the successful conclusion of a massive international manhunt. However, as experts 

such as Callimachi have repeatedly underlined, it will not necessarily mark the end of 

ISIS itself, which though fragmented and no longer easily visible, is far from dead.  

7. Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement 

Context: 

  As part of celebrations of 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, India and 

Pakistan inaugurated the Kartarpur Corridor.  

 

About the Corridor: 

The corridor connects the Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India to the Kartarpur Sahib shrine in 

Pakistan. 

The Kartarpur Shrine is of special significance for Sikhs, because Guru Nanak Dev spent his 

last years over here. 

  

India’s Concerns : 

The possible use of the corridor for drugs and arms movement; there are many routes and 

tunnels at the border between the two Punjabs. 



Punjab CM  Amarinder Singh feels that this is a chance for Pak to instigate  Sikh Separatism. 

Of specific concern is the ‘Referendum 2020’-demanding a ‘worldwide referendum’ on 

a separate Sikh state plan by the Sikhs for Justice group (banned by India).  

  

Impact on India-Pak relation: 

India has consistently followed “no talks without terror ending” policy. In the backdrop of 

increased tensions between India and Pakistan, after the Pulwama Attack, agreeing on 

this corridor is like an exception. 

According to C. Rajamohan, this could also be a chance to explore the dimension of  

“Punjabiyat” Punjabiyat here means: Unlike Kashmir which has diverse identities, 

Punjab is united by cultural, linguistic and religious bond. It is this cultural bond as well 

as the shared sorrow that makes the region most eager in the Subcontinent for a 

reconciliation between India and Pakistan. 

  

8. Vanilla Islands- GEO-POLITICS 

 Context:  

  Leaders from India, France, and ‘Vanilla islands’ participated in the “Choose La 

Reunion” business meet. 

Discussions at the Summit 

French President Emmanuel Macron announced a three-pronged security partnership with 

India in the southern Indian Ocean in the backdrop of China’s growing ambitions in the 

region. 

Macron said that the common security agenda in the region comprises of maritime 

surveillance, protection of our marine areas, construction of a joint plan to avoid 

any form of hegemony or intrusion. 

India and France are working on a joint maritime surveillance in the region and looking at 

possible deployment of an Indian Navy maritime patrol vessel in Reunion Island from 

the first quarter of 2020. 

Together with France, India promised to help build economic capital in this region. 

India is keen to focus on port development, blue economy, trade, connectivity, 

tourism, skill development, hospitality and healthcare in this resource-rich region.  

What are the ‘Vanilla Islands’? 



Vanilla islands is a group of six exotic island states in the South Western Indian Ocean — 

Mayotte, Comoros, Mauritius, Seychelles, Reunion and Madagascar. 

They joined hands in 2010 to integrate their efforts to boost tourism. 

  The name ‘Vanilla’ because these countries are known for their export of the 

flavouring substance Vanilla. 

Geo-strategic importance 

While India, China as well as other countries eye the resources of Africa, these islands 

situated on important sea lines of communication (SLOC) making them important links 

across the ocean. 

Important European countries like France, Britain and US maintain presence in the Indian 

Ocean through the territories in this region. 

It comes at a time of China’s growing naval profile in the Indo-Pacific region and the relative 

decline of the U.S. alliance system. 

How are these tiny groups of islands significant for India?  

India finds a convergence of goals in the islands’ insistence on global measures to arrest 

climate change and developing Blue Economy grounded in the sustainable use of the 

resources of the ocean. 

The islands have presence of Indian diaspora, giving it a certain leverage, and shared history 

of a colonial past with India. 

The islands can also become a channel for India to communicate to other important 

countries and groupings. 

Often small island nations like Mauritius are used for tax evasion. Therefore, better 

information exchange and coordination is warranted with these countries. 

 Why India is important to the ‘Vanilla Islands’ In South West Indian Ocean?  

The countries also stand to benefit from Indian tourists, economic aid, infrastructure 

projects, Indian security umbrella, and collaboration in maritime security, disaster 

management, humanitarian assistance, relief and rescue operations. 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are highly vulnerable to climate change and sea level 

rise.  Most of their economies are reliant on a limited resource base and are vulnerable 

to external forces. Therefore, India’s activism on countering climate change and 

promoting blue economy would play out beneficially for them. 

The construction of the Suez Canal  reduced the strategic significance of the Vanilla islands, 

but cooperation with India will put them back on the map. 

Indo-Pacific Region 



India is a force of good, peace, and engine of growth and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific. 

India’s mantra for the region ‘SAGAR’ stands for ‘security and growth for all’. 

As part of the growing interaction with the island states, Modi met leaders of the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) and the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) on the margins of the 

UNGA. 

Together they account for more than 40 members. Their large numbers impact the 

voting patterns in the UN and other multilateral forums 

Some of the island states are calling themselves large “Ocean States”. According to the 

provisions of the Law of the Sea, the ocean states are entitled to large exclusive 

economic zones (EEZ).  

Therefore, Seychelles for example, has a land area of approximately 455 sq km 

spread over 115 islands and a population of barely 100,000. But its EEZ is close to 

1.3 million sq km. 

Way forward:  

  In his first term, PM Modi-led government formed a separate Foreign Office for 

Indian Ocean Region comprising of Sri Lanka, Maldives, Seychelles and Mauritius. It is 

important that the rest of the Vanilla Islands are also included. To be effective in the 

south western Indian Ocean, however, Delhi must begin to treat the Vanilla Islands as a 

single strategic space. 

9. Latin America Protests (Bolivia, Peru, Chile, etc.) 

 Context: 

  The popular uprising in Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador and Haiti have many different causes 

and one thing in common: If history is any indicator, the outlook for genuine, lasting 

change is grim. 

1. Chile: 

The Southern Cone country has long been a member of international trade agreements and 

exclusive multilateral organisations and was the first Latin American country  to join 

the OECD in 2010. 

The country was set to host the APEC forum in November and the United Nations’ COP25 

climate summit in December. 

Then, demonstrations broke out on Oct.18 over a planned subway fare hike, growing 

quickly into a massive wave of popular protests. 

The huge demonstrations, punctuated by incidents of violence, led President Sebastián 

Piñera to declare a state of emergency and call the armed forces to the streets in a 

show of force that has been eerily reminiscent of Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship.  



The Chilean government has now called off both the APEC and COP25 meetings.  

The upheavals in Chile was long-overdue popular eruptions over economic and political 

discontent. 

The protests in Chile continue to stem from anger over an unaccountable political class and 

socioeconomic immobility. 

2. Haiti: 

The protests in Haiti have stemmed from inflation and popular disgust over government 

corruption. 

Six months ago, inflation and government plans to increase fuel taxes sparked protests, 

which quickly morphed into broader allegations that government leaders—including 

the president—embezzled an estimated $2.3 billion from the Venezuelan oil program 

Petrocaribe. 

The result has been a near-half year of protest, resulting in at least 20 Haitians dead, broad 

and continuing calls for the resignation of President Jovenel Moïse, and food 

shortages. 

3.  Ecuador: 

The Ecuadoran protests have seen the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of 

Ecuador, or CONAIE, emphasize claims of marginalization and discrimination.  

In Ecuador, protests began this fall when President Lenín Moreno touched the third rail of 

Ecuadoran politics: lifting state fuel subsidies. 

Demonstrations erupted, as they have in the past when governments have attempted to 

withdraw subsidies, briefly leading Moreno to declare a state of emergency and move 

the capital from Quito to Guayaquil. 

4. Bolivia: 

Alleged election fraud in Bolivia has led to calls to strengthen democratic institutions.  

In the case of Bolivia, a contested, constitutionally questionable effort at reelection by 

President Evo Morales has led to nationwide protests and predictable charges of 

electoral theft. 

After losing a public referendum to overturn a constitutional ban on a fourth term, Morales 

turned to his packed constitutional court to allow him to run again, which claimed that 

both the constitutional ban on reelection and a popular plebiscite rejecting his 

candidacy constituted a violation of his human right to political participation.  

After announcement of results: Morales had barely surpassed the 10-point margin, 

precluding a second round. The announcement has sparked weeks of protests over an 

allegedly stolen election. 

 



10. Nobel Peace Prize 2019 - Eritrean Conflict 

Context :  

  The Prime Minister of Ethiopia  Abiy Ahmed Ali has been awarded for Nobel Peace 

Prize, 2019 for his initiative in resolving the border conflict with neighbouring Eritrea. 

 He ended 20 year war with neighbouring Eritrea. 

  Trade, diplomatic relations, tourism ties are resumed between 2 countries. Both 

the nation’s started “new era of peace and friendship”.  

Historical background of conflict : 

Eritrea broke out from Ethiopian federation, in 1993. This independent country was 

strategically located on the horn of Africa.  

Eritrean liberation fighters fought against Ethiopia for 30 years. This disastrous border war 

split thousand of families and killed about 80000 people. 

After 5 years of independence war broke out between the two over control of border town 

named ‘badme’. This resulted into major refugee crisis. Thousands of Eritreans fled to 

Europe. 

Two countries in june 2000 signed an agreement on Cessation of Hostilities followed by 

Peace agreement. This agreement established boundary commission and ended war by 

awarding Badme to Eritrea. This decision was final and binding on both the countries.  

Ethiopia refused to accept the decision. But Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed accepted the 

decision and announced that Ethiopia would abide by the full terms of 2000 decision. 

Ethiopia is land locked country and heavily dependent on gulf of aden via Djibouti. After a 

Peace Ethiopia can use Eritrean ports to enter into gulf of Aden. 

Nobel Peace Prize : 

This prize is one of the 5 prizes established by Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel. 

This awarded annually to those who have done best work for fraternity between the 

nations. 

Since 1990 prize was awarded on 10 December in Oslo city. 

 

GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT: 

 

1. 2019 set to be record-breaking Cyclone year for India : 



Context 

  A private forecasting agency Skymet said that India will break its own record of 

having more than 7 cyclones in a year in 2019. 

  

India experienced severe cyclones in 2019. 

Titli - it was a major cyclone in Odisha-Andhra coastal zone which struck Odisha coast in 

October 2019.  

Kyarr- It was a tropical cyclone in the Arabian Sea. The cyclone affected western coast of 

India. It is the first super cyclonic storm in the Arabian Sea in last 12 years 

Fani- This cyclone developed in Bay of Bengal and struck Odisha coast in May,2019. 

Bangladesh was also affected by this cyclone 

Vayu- In June, 2019 Saurashtra peninsula of Gujarat experienced this tropical cyclone. It 

was categorised as Very severe Cyclonic storm 

Pabuk- It was a tropical storm which struck Malay peninsula on 4th of January, 2019. The 

storm oriented in South China Sea and affected regions in Pacific as well as in Indian 

Ocean  

Hikka- This cyclone developed in Arabian sea near Oman coast in the month of September.  

Bulbul- It was a strong tropical cyclone which struck Vietnam,West Bengal and Bangladesh 

coast in Nov. 2019. The cyclone caused heavy rains, flash floods, storm surge across 

the area. 

  

RIMES 

 Regional Integrated Mukti Hazard Early Warning System(RIMES) for Asia and Africa is the 

technology which gives information about weather activities in Asia-Pacific and Africa 

region of the Indian Ocean.Currently India is chief of RIMES.RIMES is an inter-

governmental body which is registered under the United Nations. 45 countries of the 

Asia-Pacific and Africa region has collaborated for its management. 

   

2. Trans-Border Conservation Park 

Context 

  India,Nepal and Bhutan have decided to create a trans-border conservation park 

called ‘Peace Park’ 

 

About Peace park 



The creating of this conservation park has signalled a fundamental change in conservation 

policies from species focus approach to landscape focus approach.  

The park will be in already protected area between India and Bhutan which now has Manas 

landscape of Assam. After entry of Bangladesh it will expand southwards. 

Migratory species of Animals like elephants will be taken into consideration while forming 

the map of this park. 

One of the aim of the park is not to restrict Movement of wildlife species because of 

political boundaries.Ecotourism and employment opportunities will be generated on 

huge scale because of this project  

Ministries like MoEF&CC as well as ministry of external affairs will be involved in this project 

to cooperate between nations  

  

Human-Elephant conflict in North-East India 

Tea gardens both small and large are contributing to deforestation in Assam. Encroachment 

on forest land and shifting cultivation has made the deforestation severe.  

Official figures show that nearly 800 people were killed in human-animal conflict between 

2006-2016 in Assam. The conflict has also affected the elephants, between 2013 and 

2014 nearly 72 Elephants were killed. More than 100 elephants died in 2012 due to this 

conflict. 

As the habitat destruction takes place and scarcity of food and water emerged the Elephant 

species becomes more aggressive. After destruction of their habitat elephants roam 

around aimlessly which has caused this conflict.  

The proposed multinational park will help create a natural corridor for elephants and 

conservation of forest land in Assam. 

  

3. Fireworks and Environment – SC Judgements, Shivkasi 

Employment, Green Fireworks  

Context:  

                   The fireworks industry in Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu, is expected to take a hit of about 

Rs 800 crore  in the run- up to Diwali this year, primarily as it tries to comply with the 

Supreme Court’s directive on environment- friendly crackers. 

SC court’s judgement : 

1. It says that sale and burning of only green firecrackers be allowed in Delhi-NCR. The 

court ordered that cleaner crackers be introduced in the market and usage of 

chemicals in production be banned. 



2.      The apex court says firecrackers must only be sold by licensed dealers and bans sale of 

old crackers in Delhi-NCR. Also, no e-commerce website is allowed to sell firecrackers.  

3.      The SC directed the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to monitor levels  of few 

metals seven days before and after Diwali 

4.      The courts asks authorities to minimise pollution by restricting the time of bursting 

firecrackers to 8pm-10 pm and spatial containment of pollution through “community 

cracker bursting” in areas identified by CPCB. 

5.      It also says the enforcement agency and local police will be held liable if banned 

crackers are burst in their areas. 

What are green crackers? 

 The SC identifies usable crackers in two categories: improved crackers and green 

crackers. 

•   Improved crackers are those which avoid the use of ash as filler material (to reduce 

PM emission by 15-20 per cent) and usage of charcoal within the limitation that 

Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) prescribes.  

•   Green crackers are safe water and air sprinklers that emit less sound and light. They 

also ensure a PM reduction of 30-35 per cent and reduction in NOx and  SO2 due to in-

situ water generation acting as dust suppressant. These also cost less owing to usage of 

low cost oxidants. 

  

Impact on Sivakasi fireworks employment: 

As the uncertainty over the fireworks manufacturing industry following the Supreme 

Court’s order to produce only ‘green crackers’ looms large, the eight lakh workers 

dependent on the sector and its allied industries in Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu, the hub for 

fireworks-manufacturing industries, stare at a bleak future. 

The workers are likely to lose their jobs if one goes by the fireworks manufacturers claims 

of non-availability of any approved chemical composition of the green crackers to 

replace the existing conventional firecrackers to take up production for next year’s 

Diwali. 

The general secretary of Tamil Nadu Fireworks and Amorces Manufacturers Association 

(TANFAMA), said that with no approved chemical composition for green crackers, the 

industries would not be in a position to commence the firecrackers production 

considering the Supreme Court order dated October 28. 

  



CONCLUSION: 

The judgment may prove to be a great initiative towards setting new standards for 

manufacture of firecrackers and spreading awareness about firecracker emissions.  

Implementing this would remain a challenge, seeing how authorities are still struggling with 

noise standards for crackers despite laws being formulated for the same in 1999. This 

may also make industries switch to cleaner crackers. 

However, there is also a pressing need to enforce labelling standards or mechanism or 

order manufacturers to declare the chemical composition of firecrackers. 

 In 2005, the SC had asked the Centre to reclassify all fire crackers into those that emit 

sound and light and make guidelines for both.  

Till now, only noise regulations are in place and chemical compositions have been defined. 

There is no clear mechanism for proper enforcement and checks.  

Labeling should be in place for all sound and light crackers.  

The labels on crackers should also include statutory health warnings.  

 

ECONOMY 

1. BSNL-MTNL Merger 

Context:  

  The pressure of huge losses and competition has forced consolidation in the PSU 

telecom space. Thus, in order to revive the loss-making PSUs BSNL and MTNL, Telecom 

minister Ravi Shankar Prasad announced to merge the two ailing firms as part of a four 

step revival package. 

The aim is to make these companies compete more effectively in the domestic telecom 

market where a brutal tariff war and rising debt from purchases of airwaves at hefty 

prices in previous auctions have hurt players. 

Background 

Justifying the government efforts to revive the two companies, Prasad said these are 

strategic assets and have been playing an important role in coping with natural 

calamities and managing army networks. 

  

About MTNL and BSNL 

While MTNL operates in Delhi and Mumbai, and BSNL in the rest of India. 



Details of the merger 

Pending this merger, MTNL will act as a subsidiary of BSNL. 

The government approved a ₹56,000 crore merger and revival plan for Bharat Sanchar 

Nigam Ltd (BSNL) and Mahanagar Telecom Nigam Ltd (MTNL). 

It would see that the government look at ways to exploit the vast land assets of the two 

companies while paring their manpower by offering incentives to employees to avail 

an early retirement plan. 

The turnaround plan would include the allotment of spectrum for fourth-generation or 4G 

services at 2016 prices to the two companies with the costs borne by the government 

A voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) will be introduced to cut employee costs. 

Concerns with the proposed plan 

The government itself is talking about releasing 5G now. Therefore, it seems quite late, and 

also ineffective, for BSNL/MTNL to come out with 4G at such time. 

Large private telcos have are already providing highly-competitive 4G across the country. 

It seems far-fetched to assume that BSNL/MTNL could shift some of its own existing 

customers. That’s because most of their current subs are low-paying customers, and 

that too in rural areas - especially for BSNL.  

Giving 4G is one thing but having the supporting infrastructure is equally important.  

There is a need to improve their governance strategies without which no amount of 

restructuring is not going to help. It means lower interference of DoT at the micro level 

and greater powers being given to the current board. 

Way forward:  

  In the telecom business, upgrading networks is critical to survival, or otherwise the 

companies run the risk of becoming obsolete. With the implementation of said revival 

plan, it is expected that BSNL and MTNL will be able to provide reliable and quality 

services. 

 

 

2. Nobel Prize in Economics 2019 

 Context:  

  The 2019 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel 

has been awarded jointly to Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo and Michael Kremer “for 

their experimental approach to alleviating global poverty”.  



The research explained : 

“Their new experiment-and-evidence-based approach has transformed development 

economics” the Nobel citation says. 

They did not get stuck with the “big questions”. Instead, they broke down a problem, 

studied its different aspects, conducted various experiments and, based on such 

“evidence”, decided what needs to be done. They look at the various dimensions of 

poverty — poor health, inadequate education, etc.  

“Not that there are a million ways that the poor are trapped but that there are a few key 

factors that create the trap, and that alleviating those particular problems could set 

them free and point them toward a virtuous cycle of increasing wealth and 

investment,” Banerjee and Duflo said in ‘Poor Economics’. 

 

 Randomised Control Trials 

Under RTCs, the sample is divided into different groups and then each of these groups are 

exposed to different levels of the experiment variable. 

Such an experiment would not only show whether a policy initiative works, but would also 

provide a measure of the difference it brings about. It would also show what happens 

when more than one initiatives are combined. 

However, Angus Deaton, the winner of the Economics Nobel in 2015, had said 

“randomisation does not equalise two groups”, and warned against over-reliance on 

RCTs to frame policies. 

More fundamentally, RCTs do not guarantee if something that worked in Kerala will work in 

Bihar, or if something that worked for a small group will also work at scale. 

Way forward:  

  In conclusion, policy makers and implementers could focus on dividing the issue 

into smaller, more manageable, questions to understand and alleviate poverty. The 

impact of such policies could be further evaluated with the help of various 

experimental trials. 

 

POLITY 

 

1. Naga Peace Accord 



Context:  

 The deadline for wrapping up peace talks was set for 31st October. 

  

What are the Naga peace talks? 

The assertion of Naga nationalism, which began during British rule, has continued after 

Independence, and even after Nagaland became a state.  

1997: The NSCN(I-M ) signed a ceasefire agreement with the government in 1997, preceded 

by rounds of talks since 1995. The key agreement was that there would be no counter-

insurgency offensive against the NSCN(I-M), who in turn would not attack Indian 

forces. The NSCN(I-M) had then announced that a ceasefire agreement was entered 

into between the Government of India and the outfit “to bring about a lasting political 

solution to the long drawn out Indo-Naga issue”. 

2015: In August that year, the Centre signed a framework agreement with the NSCN(I-M). 

Prime Minister Modi described it as a “historic agreement” towards settling the “oldest 

insurgency” in India. This set the stage for the ongoing peace talks. In 2017, six other 

Naga armed outfits under the banned of the Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) 

joined the talks. 

 

The demands of the Nagas: 

The Nagas are not a single tribe, but an ethnic community that comprises several tribes 

who live in the state of Nagaland and its neighbourhood. 

One key demand of Naga groups has been a Greater Nagalim that would cover not only the 

state of Nagaland but parts of neighbouring states, and even of Myanmar.  

There has been an opposition from the neighbouring states for a creation of Nagalim. 

In 1946, A Z Phizo formed the Naga National Council (NNC), which declared Naga 

independence on August 14, 1947, and then, in 1951, claimed to have conducted a 

referendum in which an overwhelming majority supported an independent Naga state.  

They demand a separate Constitution and Flag. 



 

The framework agreement: 

The agreement recognises the unique ethnic and cultural identity of the Nagas.  

The draft agreement between the Naga National Political groups and the interlocutor 

acknowledged the equal rights and benefits for the Nagas staying in Manipur, Assam or 

Arunachal will benefit from the accord. 

  

Challenges and issues: 

The centre refused to accept the demand for separate flag and Constitution.  And in their 

latest statement the NSCN said that it was firm on these demands. 

There are other groups within Nagaland that have a demand for a state separate from that 

of NSCN. 

There are demands for withdrawal of AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act.)  

Demographic changes due to cross border migrations and other tribals like Meitei are 

diluting the local populations in the Naga areas. 

 

Way Ahead: 

It is necessary to create an all-inclusive model of development for this region. A huge 

amount of infrastructure, particularly road connectivity and investments, especially in 

the power sector are the needs of the hour. 



Maximum autonomy can be accorded in cultural, developmental areas to the Autonomous 

District Councils for Nagas in areas of Manipur, Nagaland, and even Assam.  

 

2. Regulation of social media – issues over linking it to 

Aadhaar, Political Advertising 

Context : 

            The Supreme Court transferred to itself all cases related to the linkage of social 

media profiles with Aadhaar pending in different high courts and also asked the Centre 

to submit its report in January to check social media misuse. 

All the cases pending in various high courts will now be transferred to the SC to be placed 

before an appropriate Bench. 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) had through an affidavit 

said it had held several rounds of stakeholder discussions and that it needed three 

more months to deliberate on the suggestions received and come up with the rules.  

The MeitY had said though “technology has led to economic growth and societal 

development, on the other hand, there has been an exponential rise in hate speech, 

fake news, public order, anti-national activities, defamatory postings, and other 

unlawful activities using internet/social media platforms”. 

To counter the problem, the government said it wanted to come up with rules so as to 

effectively regulate social media companies “keeping in view the ever growing threats 

to individual rights and nation’s integrity, sovereignty, and security”. 

 What WhatsApp told SC: 

Do not have decryption keys, can’t help with that 

Answerable to consumers 

Want SC to decide issues as they are important 

Rulings to have global impact 

Privacy of users has to be respected 

Tracing the origin of messages will break end-to-end encryption 

  

Earlier Petitions: 

Several PILs filed, with the earliest being moved before the Madras HC in July 2018.  

The petitioner had sought directions from the court to ask the govt to make it mandatory to 

link Aadhaar/ any other govt-authorised ID proof for authentication of social media 

profiles. 



Other similar PILs sought that Facebook should seek some similar ID proof before allowing 

any person to open an account on its platform. 

Tamil Nadu was opposed to the transfer of the petition from Madras HC; however, on 

Tuesday, the state dropped its plea. 


