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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(26th November-2nd December) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. India-US defence relations 
  

News:  
US to sell 1$ billions worth of  defence equipment which consists naval guns to use 
against warships, anti-aircraft and shore bombardment, this would definitely enhance 
the lethal capabilities of the Indian Navy. 
  

The defence equipment deal : 
• The proposed sale is  13 MK-45 5inch/62 caliber (MOD 4) naval guns and related 

equipment is at an estimated cost of USD 1.0210 billion. 
• BAE Systems Land and Armaments, are the manufacturers. 
• Now  India has become one of the few countries that  US has  decided to sell its latest 

version (Mod 4) of its naval guns. 
• The other countries with this sale so far are Australia, Japan and South Korea , Thailand 

and few other allies  including Britain and Canada. 
• The proposal will also include ammunition, spare parts, training of personnel and 

equipment, technical data, publications, technical and logistical assistance and 
transport. 
  
  

Significance of this deal to our defence forces: 
• Improve India’s capability to meet current and future threats from various enemy 

weapon systems , and use as a detternt to regional threats and enhance homeland 
security . 

• This will prevent adversaries from establishing an effective military presence in the 
Indian Ocean which threates the security of vital commerce and  economic growth and 
development. 
  
  

India-US strategic partnership: 
 The US-India strategic partnership continues to advance swiftly with continued 

and increased  interoperability and information-sharing capabilities. 
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• India and the US signed the COMCASA (Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement) to facilitate interoperability between the two militaries and exchange of 
high end technology. 

•  Over the past year we have had  five major exercises, executed various other military 
exchanges such as RIMPAC  and  operationalized the 2016 Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA). 
  

The foundational agreements with the US: 
1. General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA, 2002) 
2. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA, 2016)  
3. Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA, 2018)  
4. Pending agreements the Industrial Security Annex (ISA) and the Basic Exchange and 

Cooperation Agreement (BECA). 
 

Conclusion:  
• The defence and strategic relationship today encompasses a broad spectrum of 

activities from intelligence sharing to joint humanitarian and relief efforts, mutual port 
visits by naval ships, joint exercises, trade in military hardware and, most importantly, 
co-production and co-development of military systems. 

• There is the  fact that India needs to speed up its defence modernisation, especially 
capacity-building, indigenous manufacturing and access to the most sophisticated 
defence technologies. The most potent source of such technologies remains the US. 
  
  
  

2. India And United States To Sign Industrial Security 

Annex (ISA)  
  

News: 
• The next 2+2 dialogue between India and the U.S. is likely to be held December in 

which the two countries are expected to sign the Industrial Security Annex (ISA) .  
• The ISA is part of the General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), 

which was signed years ago . The ISA is important for U.S. companies bidding for big-
ticket Indian deals to partner Indian private companies. 

•  A major issue between the partnership is India’s purchase of the S-400 missile system 
from Russia and the threat of U.S. sanctions under the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA).  
  

The Industrial security Annex and significance: 
 India has bought weapons worth more than $15 billion from US and  seeks to replace 
its Russian-origin military and is in talks for helicopters, armed drones and a bigger 
Indian plan for local production. 
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• The Industrial Security Annex will add to existing agreements on protection of 
classified military information and is critical for any transfer of technology by a US firm 
to its Indian partners. The draft  is likely to get cabinet clearances , followed by signing 
the agreement. 

• ISA will enable transfer of key high end technology pieces that are regulated under US 

law as  several US companies including Lockheed Martin and Boeing are already 

working on defence products with Indian partners , the projects are primarily of the 
‘build to print’ kind but do not involve transfer of key technology , this is likely to 
change. 

• This  expected to enable India US Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) that 
was signed in 2012 but has not resulted in any major project on the ground yet. 

•  ISA will have Indian government to assure the safety and security of technology 
against transfer and access to third parties.  US companies wishing to transfer 
technology to India will be able to do so through the government route and critical 
technology can be transferred through diplomatic routes. 

• The ISA will be of importance for US companies participating in all upcoming Make in 
India projects like the 110 fighter jet deal and the requirement of 111 Naval Utility 
Helicopters that are under the Strategic Partnership (SP) model. 
  
( For other strategic partnership deals refer previous note) 
  
  
  

3. India And Afghanistan Agree To Operationalise 

Treaty Facilitating Extradition Of Pakistani Terrorists 

To India. 

 
News: 
 India and Afghanistan formalised operation of extradition treaty which will enable 
extradition of Pakistani terrorists operating out of Afghan territory. 
  

What is the treaty and it's significance? 
• The extradition treaty was first signed in 2016 by Ashraf Ghani . The 

operationalisation of this will  enable India to extradite Pakistan-origin terrorists from 

banned groups who operate from Afghan soil. Backed by Pakistan Army and ISI, LeT 

and Jaish these terrorists get  refuge in Afghanistan. 
• The signing of the treaty will certainly  ease the realisation of India's efforts on counter 

terrorism , and all anti social activities emanating from the Pakistani soil and support. 
• Security co-operation between India and Afghanistan has reached new milestone with 

the ratification of this treaty. 
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•  The treaty will provide the two nationsl with a legal framework for seeking from each 
other extradition of not only  terrorists but also economic offenders and other 
criminals.  

• This puts down a formal process through which India can request Afghanistan to 
surrender to it criminals for prosecution of crimes committed under  India’s 
jurisdiction. 

• Both India and Afghanistan have serious concerns over Pakistan’s support and 
sanctuary to terror groups that are undermining their security. Their cooperation in 
fighting terrorism will make a huge difference in all the anti terrorists operations. 
  
  

What is extradition and why it matters in international relations of any two 
nations? 
 Extradition: 
• Extradition may be briefly described as the surrender of an alleged or convicted 

criminal by one State to another. More precisely, extradition may be defined as the 
process by which one State upon the request of another surrenders to the latter a 
person found within its jurisdiction for trial and punishment or, if he has been already 
convicted, only for punishment, on account of a crime punishable by the laws of the 
requesting State and committed outside the territory of the requested State. 

• Extradition plays an important role in the international battle against crime. It owes its 
existence to the so-called principle of territoriality of criminal law, according to which 
a State will not apply its penal statutes to acts committed outside its own boundaries 
except where the protection of special national interests is at stake.  
  
Source: cbi.gov.in 
  
  

Extra- Territorial jurisdiction of the IPC - 
• Punishment of offences committed beyond, but which by law may be tried within India 

which means that any criminal liable for any act committed beyond India which is 
punishable under this code shall be tried  in the same manner as if such act has been 
committed within India. 

• It is also implied that if any Indian citizen does an act outside of India which is not an 
offence in that country but is in India, he is liable to be tried in India under IPC. 
  

• In India the extradition of a fugitive from India to a foreign country or vice-versa is 
governed by the provisions of Indian Extradition Act, 1962. The basis of extradition 
could be a treaty between India and a foreign country in this case Afghanistan. 
 

 The issues with such treaties: 
• India has extradition treaties with 47 countries. But not all of them have been useful 

because, in  many cases, what is seen as a crime in the requesting country is not 
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perceived similarly in the other. This is especially the issue in cases involving terrorist 
attacks. 

• Many  countries which have strong human rights laws are often reluctant to extradite 
to India because of punishment provisions under the IPC and prison conditions. These 
issues are unlikely to come up between the Afghanistan governmentand India, as  their 
definitions of terrorism and its sources are similar. This could prove a beneficial point 
and improve the efficiency of this treaty. 

 

4. India-Japan (2+2) Defence and Foreign Ministerial 

dialogue 

For mains: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 
India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

 

Context: recently 1st ever India-Japan (2+2) ministerial dialogue was conducted in New 

Delhi, just before the annual summit meeting between Japan and India 

 

About the 2+2 dialogue : 

• Since 2010 there was 2+2 dialogue at Defence and Foreign secretary level which has 
been upgraded to ministerial level. 

• The annual summit vision document of 2018 gave a call for ministerial level talks to 
institutionalize the deepen the strategic and global partnership between India and 
Japan. 

• India was represented by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Foreign Minister S 
Jaishankar while Japan was represented by Defence minister Taro Kono and Foreign 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi.   

 

Highlights of the Joint Statement: 

• The statement underlined a shared vision of a free, open, inclusive and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific region, in which the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity are 
ensured, and all countries enjoy freedom of navigation and over flight. 

• Both the countries welcomed joint exercises  “Dharma guardian 2019” and “SHINYUU 
maître-2019” ,and MALABAR 2019 and MINEX mine counter measure exercise. 

• The Statement emphasized on the security situation in indo-pacific  
• Japanese side appreciated India’s  "Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative” while Indian side 

appreciated Japan’s “Vientiane vision 2.0” in indo-pacific  
• They also discussed issues like denuclearization of Korean peninsula and situation in 

south China Sea. 
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Contentious issues in relations:  

• Negotiations underway for export of 12 US-2amphibious aircraft to India for Naval 
surveillance.  

• Infrastructure partnership in foreign countries in Africa and Asia under initiatives like 
Asia Africa growth corridor (AAGC). 

• Early conclusion to negotiations of Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement(ACSA) 
for military logistics. 

• Japanese constitution prohibits offensive military activities  
• Defence manufacturing by joint ventures between Indian and Japanese companies 

could be a brightspot 

  

Challenges for India: 

• Chinas growing clout in indo-pacific ,with a rising footprint in India’s neighborhood 
and in Indian Ocean  

• Other powers like US trying to poise themselves through QUAD 

  

India-Japan partnership can prove to be a defining force in IOR in near future. This can be 
achieved by maintaining proper channels of communications and increasing trade and 
military relations between the two countries. 

  

  



 

8 
 

SECURITY 
1.Bodoland Issue  

  

For Prelims: Who are NDFB? Other insurgent groups. 
For Mains: GS III-Internal Security and Issues of Insurgency 
GS I- Regionalism- demands of statehood. 
  

Context: The central government extended the ban on the National Democratic Front 

of Bodoland (NDFB) by five more years for its involvement in a series of violent activities 
including killings and for joining hands with anti-India forces. 
The Home Ministry has declared the NDFB along with all its groups, organisations as an 
“unlawful association” under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. 
  

  
The Bodoland issue: 
• Since the 1966-67, the Bodos have demanded a separate state called Bodoland, led 

by Plains Tribals Council of Assam (PTCA), a political group. 
• In 1987, the All  Bodo Students Union (ABSU) also joined the demand by giving the 

slogan “Divide Assam fifty-fifty”. 
• This unrest was an outcome of the Assam Movement  which ended with signing of 

the Assam Accord. The accord addressed the demands of protection only for the 
"Assamese", hence the Bodos launched a movement to protect their own identity. 

• Bodos feel that they would become a minority in their own state due to the loss of 
their land rights to the illegal Bangladeshi immigrants. 

  
About NDFB: 

• It is an armed group struggling for Bodoland. 
• In October 1986, Bodo Security Force (BdSF) was formed which later renamed  itself as 

the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB). 
• It is known to be involved in several violent activities like attacks, killings, and 

extortions. 
• In the 1990s, they fled to Bhutan after Operations launched  by the Indian security 

forces. Indian Army and Royal Bhutanese Army have co-operated several times to 
launch counter insurgency operations against the NDFB. 
  
  

The Bodo Accord: 
• Bodos are the single largest tribal community (out of the 34 tribal commuities) in Assam 

and comprise 5-6% of the state's population. 
• In 2003, the militants laid down their arms so as to join the mainstream and the Bodo 

accord was signed between the Government and the Bodo Liberation Tigers(BLT) 



 

9 
 

• Accordingly, Bodoland Territorial Council(BTC) was created under the 6th Schedule of 
the Constitution and and legislative powers on 40 subjects were kept with them. 

• The four districts of Assam- Kokrajhar, Udalguri, Baksa and Chirang were constituted as 
the Bodo Territorial Area District(BTAD) 

• Issues with the Accord: 
i. It seeks  to protect land rights of the indigenous Bodos but also  allows others 

to freely acquire land. Hence, Bangladeshi migrants easily procure illegal 
documents like ration cards to establish Indian Nationality.  

ii. Both Bodos and Non-Bodos demand revocation of the Accord because- Bodos 
feel their rights are not solely protected while the non-Bodos feel that Bodos 
are getting way too many benefits. 

  

•  

  

Concerns of Non-Bodos: 
• They feel that Bodos constitute merely 25% of the total population in the BTC area and 

hence should not be given the right to dominate over  rest of the area. 
•  Several villages with minority Bodo population were included in the BTAD to make it a 

contiguous area. The non-Bodos do not agree with inclusion of such villages. 
  

Solutions: 
• Strict Security Measures: permanent arrangements of security forces, measures to 

eradicate militancy and bringing youth in mainstream. Curbing the spread and 
availability of illegal weapons. 

• Military Co-operation with security forces of Bhutan and Bangladesh. 
• Updating land records an securing the rights of indigenous people by curbing illegal 

immigration. 
• Taking up measures to reduce economic disparity. 

  
Both Centre and state should avoid formation of nexus between political leaders and 
militants. Such demands of statehood create a domino effect arousing similar feeling in 
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sensitive areas across the country. The issue must be dealt with negotiations and 
development. 
  

 

  



 

11 
 

SOCIETY 
 

1.Women’s Role in Liquor Prohibition  

For Mains: 

• GS-1: role of women and women organizations 

• GS-2: welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of society ,issues related to 
health and human resources             

  

Context: Government of Andhra Pradesh is reducing the states liquor consumption as a 

result of a women led movement. 

  

Background: 

• The movement began in 2017 when women groups from 13 districts of rural AP 
started a campaign against “belt shops” and illegal breweries by attacking them.  

• These protests went parallel to the 3648km long Padayatra of Y S Jagan Reddy. He 
made it alcohol prohibition as one of issue of his poll campaign and promised to 
strike hard on alcohol. 

• The movement is akin to the 1994 alcohol prohibition movement led by Dubagunta 
Rosamma and became major poll issue. In 1995 N T Ramarao imposed prohibition for 
1st time in AP but was later rollbacked by Chandrababu Naidu in 1997 citing revenue 
deficit. 

  

Recent government actions:  

• The Jagan Reddy government has planned to reduce states alcohol consumption by 
40% in 3 phases  

• In 1st phase social awareness camps will emphasis on ill effects of alcohol on society 
and family, in 2nd phase taxes on alcohol would be raised gradually to make it 
expensive and in 3rd phase alcohol will only be made available in 5-star hotels. 

• Those found selling or brewing illegaly would be severely punished. 

• Licensing for liquor shops would be issued via auctions and renewal fee for licenses 
will be hiked  

  

Challenges of implementation: 

Large part of states revenue comes from excise duty on sale of alcohol (Rs 7358 Cr in 2019-
20) ,hence alcohol ban will be a tough trade-off. 



 

12 
 

• Volume and value of alcohol consumption is on a rise with 16.4% annual growth 
between 2017 and 2018 

• Implementation is hard because all 13 districts of AP have open boundaries with 
neighboring states from where alcohol can be illegally sourced. 

• There is a precedent of 1995 ban when the government pulled back the ban for 
creating additional revenue. 

• Social implications of the prohibition 

• Rampant alcoholism has  caused both economic and social difficulties for families in 
AP. Women and children are the primary victims of this menace.  

• NGO’s operating in rural areas have concluded that men spend most of the income 
on alcohol rather than directing it towards education, health etc. 

• In some cases it is gone as far as 24 hr intoxication.  

• But since the ban was announced there have been apparent changes with lesser 
number of alcoholics seen in public. Women led SHG’s are also playing a major role 
by creating awareness and creating employment opportunities for affected women. 

 

Conclusion: 

• The movement has mass following and legitimacy in women of the state but it 
remains to be seen how the ban is implemented on the ground. Monitoring the ban 
and fixing loopholes should be a priority to stop illegal brewing and trade in alcohol. 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. Greenhouse Gases   
 

Prelims: 
Types of GHGs, their life in atmosphere  
Protocols, conferences to prevent GHG Emission location and year of such conferences. 

Mains: 
Climate Change: Problems of GHG and Solutions  

 
Context:- 
UNEP and WMO released two different reports on GHGs 
  

A] Emission gap report: UNEP 
UNEP released Emission gap report about progress of countries on stopping Greenhouse 
Gas Emission on 26th November. The border summary of the report is Nations have failed 
to achieve required target and the GHG Emission has increased in countries like China and 
USA 

 
GHG Emissions by top countries excluding changes in land use 
Source- UNEP 

  

About the Report: 
 China, USA, EU and India are the top four emitters of GHGs. These countries collectively 
account for 55% of the global emissions.(Excluding the emission caused due to changes in 
use of land. Eg. Desertification, Deforestation etc.) 
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• Countries have announced Net zero emission target till 2050, but very less number of 
them have submitted a workable plan to UNFCCC 

• NDC targets need to be increased threefold or fivefold by each country to achieve the 
mark of stopping global temperature rise at 2 degree or 1.5 degree Celsius respectively  

• Coal production is the biggest sector which will harm the GHG emission norms by 
2030. Countries are going to produce 280% more coal than needed to stop 
temperature rise at 1.5 degree Celsius  

 
Source-UNEP 
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Solutions: 

 
  
Source-UNEP 

  
More reference:-  
3 special reports of IPCC On environment. 
UNEP YouTube Channel 
Video link:- On the Brink - Emissions Gap Report 2019 launch 
  

 
  

B] WMO Greenhouse Gas Bulletin: 
WMO released this report on 25th November. The report talks mainly about increasing 
concentration of Greenhouse Gases in Earth’s atmosphere. Top 3 Greenhouse Gases on 
which reports focus are 

https://youtu.be/u0QRcFuT2Sg
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• Carbon dioxide  
• Methane 
• Nitrous oxide 

  

Key findings: 
• Average CO2 concentration in atmosphere has increased to 407 ppm globally in 2018 

from 405 in 2017.(above 400 ppm is injurious to human health) 
• Earth’s atmosphere had near above equal level of CO2 3-5 million years ago. That time 

it caused 2-3 degree Celsius increase in global temperature and seal level increased 10-
20 meters higher than today 

• CO2 is the topmost pollutant in biosphere. Its concentration in atmosphere is 
increasing with the speed 1.86-2.06 ppm/yr 

• According to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration radiative forcing has 
increased to 43% between 1990-2018. CO2 is responsible for 80% of this increase 

• Methane(CH4) is second worst pollutant. 60% of total methane concentration in 
atmosphere is produced by human activities like Cattle breeding, poultry farms, 
burning of fossil fuel, biomass burning. Remaining 40% comes from natural sources like 
wetlands and melting permafrost  

• Nitrous oxide (N2O) follows similar pattern like Methane i.e. 40% natural 
sources(ocean, soil processes), 60%  anthropogenic activities(biomass burning, 
fertilisers). Global Atmospheric concentration of N2O is 331.1 ppb(parts per billion)  

• Nitrous oxide also has detrimental effects on ozone layer which blocks harmful UV rays 
from sun entering Earth’s atmosphere  
  

 Video link: 
Greenhouse Gases in the Atmosphere: Sources, Sinks and Climate Impact | IPCC-WMO 
@COP25 
  

 
  

Video link: How Do Greenhouse Gases Actually Work? 
  

 
   

https://youtu.be/Jq8Arw6wfLA
https://youtu.be/Jq8Arw6wfLA
https://youtu.be/sTvqIijqvTg


 

17 
 

2. National Forest Policy  
  
 Context: 
Different government ministries has cleared the draft of New National Forest Policy  
  

Rights of tribals: 
  
A] Forests Right Act, 2006: 
 The act gives legal recognition to cultural-traditional rights of forest dwelling people over 
the forest land and it’s resources  
• Right to Land holding in forest and live on forest land for individual or common 

occupation to forest dwelling schedule tribes 
• Right to Access  minor forest produce, their collection and use and ownership to 

schedule tribes 
• Right to manage, protect or conserve any community forest produce 
• Intellectual property right for traditional knowledge related to medicines, biodiversity 

etc. 
• Right of Rehabilitation of tribes in case of illegal eviction form forest land. 

Rehabilitation is subjected to restrictions for the protection of ecosystem  
• Gram sabha to take decision on distribution of resources for tribal community  
• Screening committee for any new development project in forest area will be of 6 

people. Three government officials and three elected members of local body 
  

B] Panchayat Extension to schedule areas, 1996(PESA): 
PESA covers those areas which are not covered under 73rd constitutional 
amendment(about local bodies). 
PESA empowers Gram sabha of schedule areas in decision making process for land 
ownership to rights over minor forest produce. 
  
Powers to Gram sabha by PESA: 
• Matters of land acquisition and rehabilitation should be solved with consultation of 

Gram sabha 
• Management of Water resources in schedule areas 
• Issuing prospecting licence for mining in schedule areas 
• Control of village markets 
• Control over money lending activities to schedule tribes  
• Ownership, collection and use of minor forest produce  
• Act in accordance to protect tribal cultural-traditional identity and community rights  
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
 

1. Labour Reforms 

Context:  

Union Minister of Labour and Employment introduced the Industrial Relations Code, 2019 
in the Winter Session of the Lok Sabha. Its seeks to improve the business environment in 
India by reducing the labour compliance burden of industries. It aims to promote setting up 
of more enterprises speeding up the process of employment creation in the economy. 

  

Features of the bill: 

• Promotes 'fixed term employment' (of any duration across sectors): All statutory benefits 
like social security and wages offered to these workers will be at par with the regular 
employees for doing work of same or similar nature. 

• Flexibility in exit provisions (retrenchment): Industrial establishments with at least 100 
workers require prior approval of the central or state government before lay-off remains. 
However, this threshold number of workers can be modified by notification of the 
government. 

• Smoother Hire and Fire: Employers will be able to engage and disengage with their workers 
with more ease, based on their requirement. 

• Provides for a 'negotiation union': In case of multiple trade unions, the employer shall 
recognise the one with a support of at least 75% of workers. 

• Constitution of Industrial Tribunals (with two members) for settlement of industrial disputes. 
• Setting up of a “re-skilling fund” to pay 15 days’ wages within 45 days of retrenchment. 

  

  

Background:  

NITI Aayog in 2018, had proposed labour reforms through the document “Strategy for New 
India@75”. It envisages to streamline 44 different federal labour laws into four codes dealing with 
the following,  

• Code on Wages 
• Code on Social Security 
• Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code 
• Industrial Relations Code 

  

These reforms are on the back of several recent reforms, which included aggressive cuts in 
corporate taxes, relaxation of foreign investor rules and the biggest privatization drive in more 
than a decade. They are a part of the wider government policy for second generation reforms 
(which also include banking sector reforms and privatisation among others). 
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Current scenario:  

• Labour is a subject in the concurrent list of the Indian Constitution. 
• Rigid laws on downsizing labour and cumbersome compliances force the companies either to 

remain small, employ fewer workers or use capital-intensive methods of production. 
• While wages in India are low, the cost of labour is higher than in other Asian countries. 
• Restrictive labour regulation in India is associated with a 35% increase in firms’ labour costs. 
• According to the World Economic Forum, India ranks 103rd out of 141 countries on the 

competitiveness of its labour market. 
• Indian economy grew at 5% in the June quarter, while the country’s factory output shrank to 

4.3% in September. It also faces the challenge of low aggregate demand—caused, inter alia, 
by rising unemployment. 

    

Objectives: 

• To improve labour productivity, and consequently industrial production 
• To provide employment (to nearly 1 million job-seekers entering the market each month) 
• To reduce the complexity in compliance due to multiplicity of labour laws 
• To attract investment and new businesses through friendly and incentivising policies 
• To formalise the economy 
• To make India an attractive manufacturing destination at a time when US-China trade 

dispute disrupting global supply chains 

  

Criticism 

• Reverse the principal of “first protect and then employ": Once adequate employment 
opportunities are created, the government can deal with welfare issues. In other words, 
formal job creation needs to be prioritised ahead of job preservation 

• Relaxation in labour laws may not  necessarily make much difference in terms of attracting 
foreign capital. 

• Need for accompanied changes in how the administration governs. 
  

 

2. Police reforms and Criminal Justice  reforms 
 

Context: Extra Judicial killing of accused of veterinary Doctor Hyderabad rape case  

Background: On the backdrop of increasing outrage in country against rising women crime 

and the delay in Justice delivery system. 

Question : Legality and  propriety of police action. 

"Serving justice is not a spectator sport and the police aren’t the gladiators who 

are there to satisfy the urges of bloodthirsty crowd in the Colosseum." 
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                      Though CRPC section 46 Police has right to harm the accused up to the death, If 

the accused is trying to escape from law or in the self defence of the police authority. In 

case of  the encounter of rape accused by Hyderabad cop which was cheered by the 

country, there are wider key concern that should be addressed  

Concerns:  

1. Missed human right angle: According to Venkatachaliah Committee the police 

authority should mined human right angle during  Extra judicial killing, also SC 16 point 

guideline regarding extra-judicial killing. 

2. Right to life and equality before law of accused yet to be proven guilty is taken for 

granted. The police cannot be allowed to play judge, jury and executioner. And 

certainly not given the fact how vulnerable it is to influence of those in power.  

3. Ever Increasing crime against women, according to NCRB (National Crime Record 

Bureau) there has been 6% increase in crime against women as 2016.  

4. Poor policing standard: Lack of standard operating procedure to immediate response 

to panic situation, by police authority as NHRC 

5. Lack of time bound justice even in cases which are in media radar. 

6. Despite of Law and regulation lack of deterrence among people 

 

Way forward:  

1. Serious Police reforms is the need of an hour 

2. State should invest in other soft infrastructure  like training, modern lab equipment 

etc. 

3. Vacant post in police department in police department should be sanctioned 

4. time bound and speedy justice delivery. Improve the overall capacity and introduce 

several administrative reform in courts and prosecution to speed up the justice. 

 

3. Transgender Persons (Protection Of Rights) Bill, 

2019 
 

Background: 
• In 2014, Supreme Court mandated the central and state governments to ensure legal 

recognition to all the transgender persons and proactive measures for the welfare of 
these people in NALSA vs Union of India. 
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• In 2014, a private member bill, The Rights of Transgender Persons was introduced in 
Rajyasabha by Tiruchi Siva, a MP from TN 

• In 2016, government introduced its own bill in Loksabha which was referred to  
standingcommittee which made number of recommendations. However, the bill 
lapsed with dissolution of 16th Loksabha. 

• On August 5th this year it was again passed by Loksabha. Rajyasabha passed it recently 
without refering to standing committee though there was demand from certain 
parties. 

 

Provisions of bill: 
1. Non-discrimination against a transgender person in educational institutions, 

employment, health services etc. 
2. Recognition of identity of transgender persons and confer upon them the right to self 

perceived gender identity. 
3. Provision of right of residence with parents and immediate family members. 
4. Provision for formulation of welfare schemes and programmes for education, social 

security and health of transgender persons. 
5. Provision of National Council for Transgender Persons to advice, monitor and evaluate 

the measures 
 

Objections about the bill: 
1. The name of the bill has the term 'transgender' which some think is restrictive, and 

shows lack of understanding of complexities in people who do not confirm to the 
gender binary, male/female. 

2. The stipulation of a maximum sentence of two years for sexual violence committed 
against trans persons, while the Indian Penal Code provision for violence committed 
against women is up to seven years. 

3. Many will have to wait until they have surgery before they can get binary identities, 
through the two-tier process included in bill. 

4. The suggestions on the composition of National Council for Transgender Persons 
were ignored. 

5. The head of screening committee is district magistrate, who must certify the person 
as transgender. This provision is against the self determination of gender identity. 
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4. The Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu 

(Merger of Union Territories) Bill 2019 
 

Context : Recently the Government introduced in the Lok Sabha a bill to merge Union 

Territories Daman and Diu, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli into one. 
  

Why? 
1. There are two secretariats and parallel departments which consume infrastructure and 

manpower in each Union Territory 
2. The Administrator, Secretaries, and Heads of certain departments function in both the 

UTs on alternate days affecting their availability and monitoring functioning of the 
subordinate staff. 

3. Various departments of the Government of India have to co-ordinate with these UTs 
seperately, causing duplication of work. 

4. This leads to inefficiency and wasteful expenditure, which causes financial burden on 
government. 

5. There are challenges for cadre management and career progression of employees. 
6. So far, both the Union Territories have separate budgets and different secretariats 

even though they are just 35 km apart. 
  

Provisions of bill: 

1. The merged Union Territory will be named as Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and 
Diu. 

2. There will be two seats for UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. 
3. The Bombay High Court will continue to extend to the UT. 
4. All India Services officers will continue to be in the cadre of the same service 

conditions. 
5. Reservations will be continued as before the merger. 

  

Advantages: 
1. It would help to achieve the goal of Minimum Government, Maximum Governance. 
2. It would lead to fruitful utilization of manpower, improve administrative efficiency, 

reduce administrative expenditure and improve service delivery as well as facilitate 
better monitoring of schemes. 

3. The merger would bring about administrative convenience, speedy development and 
effective implementation of central and state government schemes. 

  
  

Dadra and Nagar Haveli: 
• Dadra and Nagar Haveli was occupied by the Portuguese in June 1783.  

• Residents of Dadra and Nagar Haveli got liberated themselves from the Portuguese 
rule on August 2, 1954.  
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• Since, 1954 to 1961, the territory was administered by a citizen's council called the 
Varishta Panchayat of Free Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

• In 1961, it was merged with the Republic of India and made a Union Territory. 

• It has one district. 
  

Daman and Diu: 
• Daman and Diu was occupied by Portugese in 16th century. 

• It was liberated from Portugese in December, 1961. 

• Since 1961 to 1987 it was part of UT of Goa, Daman and Diu. 

• In 1987, it was made seperate UT after Goa got statehood. 

• It has 2 districts. 
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HISTORY, ART & CULTURE 
 
1. IIT Kharagpur Researchers find 3000-Year-Old Iron 

Age Evidence In Karim Shahi Region   

 
For Prelims: 

Harappan Sites along major rivers. Names of Major Harappan Sites, sites in 
news. 
Trends in early, mature, late phases of Harappan period. 

  
For Mains:  

GS I- New Findings on the Decline of Indus Valley Civilization.  
Link Between Indus Valley Civilization & Vedic Civilization. 

  
What the study says? 

• The discovery of Iron Age remains in the arid area of Rann of Kutch and Thar 
desert discards the  notions of a "Dark Age"; as there was lack of archaeological 
evidences from that area. 

• The excavations in the Karim Shahi region of Rann have unearthed pottery and 
charcoal indicating the active human habitation from the Early Iron Age, that is 
the period after the decline of Indus Valley Civilization. 

• One of the scientists noted that Karim Shahi and Vigakot probably acted as trade 
centres during this time. In fact, a 1100 year old Chinese porcelain and pottery 
from 10th Century Persia was found was found at Vigakot, suggesting it to be a 
part of a long-distance trade route between West Asia and China. 

• This study asserts that Climate Change caused the migration of people of Indus 
Valley and ultimately also the decline of the Civilization. 

• Scientists believe that the gradual southward shift of the Intertropical 
Convergence Zone (ITCZ) over the last 7,000 years compelled people to migrate 
to greener pastures. In a way, this created large numbers of climate refugees, who 
took refuge where some rainfall was still available.  

• Researchers have known for long that from the Mature to Late Harappan period, 
the number of human settlements continuously increased from west i.e. the 
Indus Valley to the Ghaggar-Hakra region in the east. They also referred to the 
account of Al Beruni , which has mentioned the presence of rivers in Kutch. 

  
What is Iron Age? 
• The beginning of iron technology is not the same as beginning of Iron Age. For 

that we need to see when did people start using iron for their everyday purposes. 



 

25 
 

In case of agricultural societies, the time when they started using implements like 
ploughs , hoes, sickles marks the beginning of iron age. 

• In later Vedic texts,  the metal referred to as Krishna or shyama ayas seems to be 
iron. 

  
The climate change that caused migration and decline of Indus Valley people is being 
related to today's situation of climate refugees, as it is very similar to the human 
migration that will take place in coastal regions and islands  affected by sea level rise 
due to global warming. 
  

 
Image source: ResearchGate.net 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

1. Increase in number of deaths of children under 5 

due to measles 
  
  

Context:   Recently World Health Organisation (WHO) declared 'collective failure' or 

'outrage for deaths of 1,40,000 (mostly unvaccinated children under 5 years of age) from 
vaccine-preventable disease like measles. 
  

About Measles and its vaccination: 
• Measles is a viral Disease, which is highly contagious. 
• It not only follows the risk of death but also various complications like brain damage, 

blindness, pneumonia. 
• Encephalitis and other opportunistic infections. 
• Currently there are 2 doses of vaccination in the immunization schedule which is 

delivered after 9-12 months of age and 12-15 months respectively. 
• Babies are considered to be protected against measles through maternal antibodies up 

to 6 months in case the vaccination coverage is up to 95% with 2 doses for protecting  
infants who are yet to be vaccinated. 

• Therefore infants in India are at greater risk of getting infected before a months of age. 
  

Status of Measles around the world:  
• There is  an outbreak in number of cases of all across the globe 
• US has reported highest in 2019 in 25 years , 4 European countries which had been 

declared measles free loss that status in 2018 
• Globally, measles vaccine rates have remained stationary since a decade 

  

Issues:  
1. Decreased vaccination-  

 WHO and UNICEF'S children funds say only 70% got the 2nd dose as compared to 86% 
1st dose completion. 
Both the doses are recommended to protect them fully. 

2. Myths attached to vaccination that it causes autumn and other disorder 
Hence it was banned in US 

3. Poor Immunization coverage- 
Number of Children not vaccinated is alarming high in some countries with India being 
2nd highest according to mortality and morbidity weekly report  

4. anti immunization stigma 
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Way forward: 
1]WHO recommends 95% coverage using 2nd doses of measles vaccine to prevent 
outbreaks, 
This must be followed religiously in outbreak prone areas 
2] Mass immunization campaigns can be an effective strategy for delivering 
vaccination for children who missed it by routine services. 
3] creating awareness among pregnant women and busting all the myths and stigmas 
attached. 

 


