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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(16th to 22nd December) 

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
1. Electoral Bonds 

 GS II: Electoral Reforms, RPA (1950-51)  

  

Context: 

 The Supreme Court has asked political parties to reveal details of all the donations 
received by them through electoral bonds to the Election Commission of India. 

  

 

  

Background : 

• Electoral Bonds Scheme (2018) was first introduced in the Finance Bill of 2017 'to 
cleanse the system of political funding' (by keeping a check against traditional under-
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the-table donations) and was in line with the government's move towards a cashless 
economy. 

• Along with it the Finance Minister had also proposed that the maximum amount of 
cash donation that a political party can receive will be capped at ₹2,000. the parties 
however will be entitled to receive donations by cheque or digital mode, in addition to 
electoral bonds. 

  

Electoral Reforms 
  
Some of the other electoral reforms discussed in the Rajya Sabha are as follows: 

• Appointment system for Election Commissioners and Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) 

• Use of money and muscle power 

• Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) 

• Simultaneous elections 

• Role of social media 

• Utilizing Government data and surrogate advertisements to target certain sections of 
voters 

  

Donations via Electoral Bonds: 

• An 'Electoral Bond' is a promissory note that can be purchased by any Indian citizen or 
company from select branches of the State Bank of India. Such transactions can be 
done either through cheque or digital means.  
o They are similar to bank notes that are payable to the bearer on demand and are 

free of interest. The recipient will get tax exemption too, provided returns are 
filed by the political party.  

• These bonds can be issued for multiple values in the denominations of  Rs 1 thousand, 
Rs 10 thousand, Rs 1 lakh, Rs 10 lakh and Rs 1 crore.  

• They will be available for purchase for a period of 10 days each in the beginning of 
every quarter, i.e. in January, April, July and October as specified by the Central 
Government.  

• Although, the bonds will not bear the name of the donor, they can be bought only by a 
donor with KYC-compliant account. While the donor and the party details will be 
available with the bank, but the political party might not be aware of who the donor is. 

• They can be encashed by the respective political party only. However, these parties 
need to be registered under section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples Act, 
1951 and must have secured at least 1 per cent of the votes polled in the most recent 
Lok Sabha or state election. 

• Any and every electoral bond will be valid only for fifteen days. 

• Money thus received will be deposited in a bank account verified by the Election 
Commission. All the transactions for electoral bonds can be done only through that 
single account. 



 

5 
 

 Criticism: 

• Since identity of the donor has been kept anonymous, it could lead to an influx of black 
money.  

• Unbridled corporate influence into politics and governance of the country: It will 
provide a means for unlimited corporate donations. Thus providing a convenient 
channel for businesses to round-trip their cash parked in tax havens to political parties 
for quid pro quo. 

• RBI had warned the government that electoral bonds would "undermine the faith in 
Indian banknotes and encourage money laundering". 

• According to a statement by the Election Commission of India, it is not against the 
Electoral Bonds Scheme, but it does not approve of the anonymity. It wants want full 
disclosure and transparency.  

• Lacks Transparency: Neither donors nor political parties are legally bounded to reveal 
the details of donations 

• The system is asymmetrically opaque since the public sector bank will be sole 
repository of donor details. This would effect in leave government-of-the-day in a 
better position in terms of this information. 

  

Suggested alternatives: 

• National Election Fund: Corporate houses and individual donors can contribute to the 
100% tax-free fund, which could be overseen by the ECI. The money can then be 
divided among political parties mostly in kind and a part in cash. 

• State Funding of Elections: 
o As recommended by the Indrajit Gupta Committee (1998) report, it would provide 

for a fair playing field for parties with less money. 
o Law Commission Report on Reform of the Electoral Laws (1999) endorsed the 

same so long as political parties are prohibited from taking funds from other 
sources.  

o Second ARC (2008) also recommended partial state funding of elections for the 
purpose of reducing “illegitimate and unnecessary funding” of elections expenses 

  
  

2. Use of Police Force at Jamia 

GS II: Fundamental rights and duties, Laws and legislation 

GS III: Internal Security, Communication networks, Law and order 

 

Context: 

• Petitions have reached the High courts and Supreme Court regarding (excessive or 
unnecessary) police action at Jamia Milia Islam and Aligarh Muslim University during 
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act.  
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• According to administration reports, Delhi Police entered the university campus 
without permission. 

• Students from different universities, here and abroad, have issued statements and 
widespread protests expressing solidarity with Jamia and AMU, while condemning the 
violence. 

   

Legal Provisions 

For protestors: 

• Freedom of speech and expression: 
o Right to 'legitimate' dissent: Justice D.Y. Chandrachud conceptualised this right of 

dissent as the safety valve of democracy in Bhima Koregaon. However, it must 
also be ensured that this dissent is registered via constitutional means, otherwise 
it enters into the realm of an offence. 

• Freedom to assemble peaceably and without arms: 
o Right to protest peacefully 

  

Prevention of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984 
  
• As per this act, public property includes “any building, installation or other property 

used in connection with the production, distribution or supply of water, light, power 
or energy; any oil installation; any sewage works; any mine or factory; any means of 
public transportation or of telecommunications, or any building, installation or other 
property used in connection therewith”. 

• Justice K T Thomas committee 

o It advised to reverse the burden of proof against protesters. Thus, the 
prosecution will have to prove that the damage was in direct action called by an 
organisation, and the accused individual had participated in such action. Then 
the accused will have to prove his innocence. 

• Fali Nariman committee 

o It dealt with extracting damages for such destruction. The court said, the rioters 
would be made strictly liable for the damage, and compensation would be 
collected to “make good” the damage. 

  

For security forces: 

• Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), 1973 
o Sections 129-132 deal with “Dispersal of assembly by use of civil force” 
o The district magistrate may order any assembly of five or more persons (unlawful 

or not), who are likely to disturb public peace, to disperse. It will then be the duty 
of the members of such assembly to disperse accordingly. If it doesn't happen so, 
the officer may procced to use force, and, if necessary, arrest and confine the 
persons who do not show any determination to disperse. However, it should be 
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ensured that use of force is as little possible, and do as little injury to person and 
property. 

• Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860 
o Sections 141-158 deal with unlawful assembly, and the responsibilities, liabilities, 

and punishments related to this offence. 
o Any assembly becomes unlawful if it shows criminal force, resists the execution of 

any legal process, etc. Whenever force or violence is used by an unlawful 
assembly (or any of its member) in the prosecution of the common object of such 
assembly, every member of such assembly is guilty of the offence of rioting. 

• Police Act, 1861 

  

Other instances: 

• Model Rules on the Use of Force by the Police against Unlawful Crowds 
o Adopted by the Inspectors General of Police Conference, 1964 
o It states that force should be used only when it is absolutely necessary and in a 

proportionate manner. 
• Karam Singh v. Hardayal Singh (1979) 

o The HC of Punjab and Haryana underlined that before any force can be used, 
three prerequisites are to be satisfied. 

o There should be an unlawful assembly with the object of committing violence. 
Such assembly is then ordered to be dispersed. And finally, in spite of such orders 
to disperse, such assembly does not disperse. 

• Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 
o Adopted by the Eighth 'United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 

the Treatment of Offenders' in Havana, 1990 
o It resolved that law enforcing authorities shall apply non-violent means before 

resorting to the use of force and firearms. Such methods may be used only if 
other means remain ineffective or without any promise of achieving the intended 
result. 

• Anita Thakur v. State of J&K (2016) 
o The bench found the police guilty of using excessive force in bringing down the 

protest even though the violence was instigated by the petitioners. 
o Police cross the limit by using excessive force thereby becoming barbaric or by not 

halting even after controlling the situation and continuing its tirade. This results in 
violation of human rights and human dignity. 

  

Section 144 of the CrPC directs any person to abstain from a certain act, and/or prohibits 
the assembly of three  or more people in an area where it has been imposed. 

• Process : 
o The notification is to be issued by the District Magistrate of that area. This 

written order may be directed towards a particular individual, or a group of 
persons, or to the public in general. 
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o It is issued in urgent cases of security threat or riot to prevent and address 
apprehended danger or nuisance.  

o It restricts handling or transporting any kind of weapon in the given jurisdiction.  

• Provisions:  
o It also empowers the authorities to block internet access. 
o There cannot be any movement of the public. 
o All educational institutions in the given area will have to remain closed. 
o Such order cannot remain in force for more than two months, unless the state 

government considers its necessary. Still, the total period cannot extend to more 
than six months. 

• Views: 
o This particular section is criticised of being too broad and wide enough to give 

absolute power to a magistrate that may be exercised unjustifiably 

o SC in 1967 had said, “no democracy can exist if ‘public order’ is freely allowed to 
be disturbed by a section of the citizens”. However, it later also clarified that it 
can stand further judicial scrutiny. 

o In 2012, the SC stated that it can be used in specific circumstances only. Here, 
the emergency must be sudden and the consequences sufficiently grave; so that 
imposition of this section can prevent some harmful occurrence immediately. 

• Why is it not a curfew? 

o Curfew orders are issued in more severe situations where people are instructed 
to stay indoors for a specific time or period. Establishments such as markets, 
schools, colleges, etc. are ordered to remain shut, and only essential services are 
allowed to run on prior notice. There is a complete restriction on traffic as well. 

• Communication blockades: 
o While section 144 has often been used to order internet shutdowns, the 

'Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety) 
Rules, 2017' under the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 is majorly responsible for 
suspension of telecommunication services, which include voice, mobile internet, 
SMS, landline, fixed broadband, etc. 

  
  

3. CAA and NRC 
 

NRC :  
National Register of Citizens includes the information about individuals which qualify 
as citizens of India as per the Citizenship Act, 1955. It was first prepared after the 
census of 1951 and has not been updated recently. So far, such database is 
maintained only in Assam which was updated in 2019. 
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Why only in Assam? 
• Assam has history shaped by migration which threatened the local culture and 

language of Assam. This led six year mass movement which led to signing of Assam 
Accord in 1985. 

• The accord mandated the update of NRC with cut-off date of March 25, 1971. This 
means those people who are able to prove their or their ancestors' presence in India 
before March 25, 1971 whill be included in the NRC. The documents required for 
proving their presence were documents like 1951 NRC, Electoral Rolls up to March 
24, 1971, land and tenancy records etc. 

  

Nationwide NRC 
The president's address to the parliament included the proposal for nationwide NRC. 
However the cut-off date, procedure, documents required etc. are not clear. Recently, the 
Prime Minister stated that the nationwide NRC has not been discussed. 

 
Who can be Indian Citizen? 

• According to Citizenship Act, 1955, amended in 1986, anyone born in India before 
July 1, 1987 is an Indian citizen by birth.  

• For those who born on or after July 1, 1987 the law sets a fresh condition: one of the 
parent must be Indian citizen.  

• By 2003 amendment, for any individual born after December 3, 2004, one parent 
must be Indian and other should not be illegal immigrant. However this does not 
apply for Assam which has cut-off date of 1971. 

•  For those who born outside the country after January 26, 1950 and residing in India 
without proper documents are illegal immigrants. 

  

CAA: 
• Citizenship Amendment Act is the legislation which applies to those who were 

“forced or compelled to seek shelter in India due to persecution on the ground of 
religion”. It includes the Buddhists, Christian, Hindu, Jain, Parsi, Sikh Communities. 

•  It aims to protect such people from proceedings of illegal migration. The cut-off date 
for citizenship is December 31, 2014 which means the applicant should have entered 
India on or before that date. 

• Indian citizenship, under present law, is given either to those born in India or if they 
have resided in the country for a minimum of 11 years.  

• The Bill also proposes to incorporate a sub-section (d) to Section 7, providing for 
cancellation of Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) registration where the OCI card-holder 
has violated any provision of the Citizenship Act or any other law in force. 

  

Application to North-east India: 
CAB won't apply to areas under the sixth schedule of the Constitution – which deals with 
autonomous tribal-dominated regions in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram. The bill 
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will also not apply to states that have the inner-line permit regime (Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram). 
  
  
  
  

4. Death Penalty 

GS II: Constitutional powers of the President and Governors  

  

Context:  

The Delhi government has recommended rejection of the mercy petition of one of 
the convicts in the Nirbhaya case 

 Constitutional Provisions: 

• Under Article 72, “the President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, 
respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of 
any person convicted of any offence where the sentence is a sentence of death”.  
o However, he/she cannot act independently, and has to forward it to the Ministry 

of Home Affairs, seeking the Cabinet’s advice (Maru Ram vs Union of India in 
1980, and Dhananjoy Chatterjee vs State of West Bengal in 1994). Although the 
President is bound by such advice, Article 74(1) empowers him to return it for 
reconsideration once. 

• The Governor too has similar powers under Article 161, but these do not extend to 
death sentences or the cases of court-martial. His/her pardoning powers are 
coterminous with the legislative powers of the respective state. 

  

Judicial proceedings: 

• Process of appeal 
o The sentence of death passed by a trial court has to be confirmed by a High Court. 
o The convict can then move the Supreme Court.  
o If the SC dismisses such an appeal or upholds the death sentence, the convict can 

seek a review (to be heard in open court) and subsequently, file a curative 
petition.  

o If all these are dismissed, the convict has the option of a mercy petition. 
o There is no time limit within which the mercy petition has to be decided. 

• Kehar Singh vs. Union of India (1989) 
o The judgement reiterated a previous verdict that said granting mercy is entirely a 

discretionary remedy and its grant or rejection need not be reasoned. 
o It also held that the grant of pardon by the President is an act of grace and 

therefore, cannot be claimed as a matter of right.  
o Thus, the constitutional articles do not have any binding effect on the President 

and the Governors to accept all the Mercy Petitions. 
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• Epuru Sudhakar vs Andhra Pradesh (2006) 
o Articles 72 and 161 are subject to judicial review if the decision is challenged as 

passed without application of mind, on extraneous or wholly irrelevant 
considerations, relevant materials were kept out of consideration, suffers from 
arbitrariness or is mala fide. 

• The President or Governor is not bound by any time limit to decide on the mercy 
petition. However, this may lead to cases of inefficiency and procrastination. 
Therefore, according to Sriharan alias Murugan vs. Union of India (2014) long and 
inordinate delay in deciding mercy petitions is a ground to commute death penalty. 

  

Motive behind the provision of mercy petitions: 

• It is seen as a measure of grace and humanity in the course of law. 
• Its bona fide nature gives a death row convict the chance to cross-check any errors 

committed by the Supreme Court, and check any miscarriage of justice or doubtful 
conviction. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. US Presidential Impeachment. 
Context: 

Donald Trump, the 45th President of the United States, was impeached by the house 
of representatives. The 197/230 majority.  
  

What happens next?  
• Trump will stand trial in the senate. If he loses the trial, then, trump will be removed 

from office.  

• A two-thirds majority vote is required in the 100-member Senate to convict and 
remove a president from office. 

• Although unlikely if Trumpis removed from office that would automatically elevate 
Vice President Mike Pence to become president, completing Trump's term, which ends 
on January 20, 2021.  
  
  

What are the allegations and charges?  
• The Democrats have alleged that Trump used his office to pressure Ukraine to 

investigate a political rival. 

• Trump asking a foreign government to help him win the election, is illegal. Thus, was 
the basis on which Trump was impeached. 

• He was accused of abusing power, making the fourth US president in history to face 
impeachment.The 'abuse of power' charge is generally defined as using the powers of 
the presidency for personal benefit. 

• Second charge was  'obstruction of Congress', as the Trump administration did not 
cooperate with the Congress on the House’s impeachment inquiry.  
  

What is impeachment in the US?  
• The constitution of  US included impeachment as an option for removal of presidents 

by the Congress.  

• The sole authority under the Constitution to bring about impeachment is vested in the 
House of Representatives where proceedings can begin in the Judiciary Committee. 

• If the House approves articles of impeachment , he or she will then  be subject to trial 
in the US Senate. 

•  Constitution states that , the president, vice president and "all civil officers of the 
United States" can be removed from office for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors". 
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Other US presidents to be impeached:  
• Bill Clinton was  impeached on the grounds of perjury and obstruction of justice 

because he lied about the nature of his affair with Monica Lewinsky and then asked 
her to lie as well. 

• The only other president impeached was Andrew Johnson . He was accused of, 
dismissing his secretary of war against the will of Congress and other things. 

• Richard Nixon, resigned in 1974 before he could be impeached over the Watergate 
scandal. 

• Although impeached none of the presidents have been removed from office as they 
missed the two thirds majority vote of the senate which is a requirement to be finally 
removed from office. 
  
  

2. Geopolitics Indo-Pacific - IORA 
Context: 
Recently our foreign minister said that 'IORA nations should build a common vision for 
Indo-Pacific’ for  building better partnerships in the Indo-Pacific maritime region. 

  

What is IORA? 
  

 
  
  

• The Indian Ocean Rim Association is an inter-governmental organisation which was 
established on 7 March 1997. 

• IORA’s apex body is the Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) which meets annually. 
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Objectives of the IORA: 

• To promote sustainable growth and balanced development of the region and member 
states. 

• To focus on those areas of economic cooperation which provide maximum 
opportunities for development, shared interest and mutual benefits 

• To promote liberalisation, remove impediments and lower barriers towards a freer and 
enhanced flow of goods, services, investment, and technology within the Indian Ocean 
rim. 

• Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) has identified six priority areas, namely: 

• maritime security, trade and investment facilitation, fisheries management, disaster 
risk reduction, academic and scientific cooperation and Tourism promotion and 
cultural exchanges. 

• In addition to these, two focus areas are also identified by IORA, namely Blue Economy 
and Women's Economic Empowerment. 
  
  

Why the Indian Ocean Region is if importance to India on a geopolitical scale? 
• Increasing Chinese influence not only in the IOR but also in all of Indian subcontinent is 

a constant threat to security. 

• Nations depend on the waters of the Indian Ocean for trade and energy supplies and 
the sea lines passing through the Ocean are important for economic growth. 

• Hence it is necessary that India steps up its multilateral engagement to make the 
region an engine for socio economic development and sound environmental 
management, this is where IORA plays an important role. 

• India is the founder of Indian Ocean Rim Association or IORA, now a 21-member group 
which is working to enhance sustainable development of an Indian Ocean blue 
economy which ensures holistic development of Ocean and economy. 
  

What is the Indo- Pacific region and it's significance? 
• This  is a geopolitical area that spans two regions of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific 

Ocean.   

• The Indo-Pacific is  seen as a continuum across the two oceans joined together by its 
main trading channel, the straits of Malacca. 

• The rise of this region as a area of strategic importance is because, of  the growing 
footprint of China across the length and breadth of the region and the relative decline 
of the U.S. alliance system and its strive for resurgence.  
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Importance of a common vision for IORA nations in the Indo-Pacific : 
• India has been an active participant in mechanisms like the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA),  East Asia Summit, Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation and the Mekong-Ganga Economic Corridor. 

• It is now  imperative for India to operationalise its Indo-Pacific policy as how major 
regional actors such as the U.S., Japan and Australia are articulating their regional 
visions on the basis of this strategic region. 

• It is now a challenge to India as to managing the US- China issues and keeping at pace 
with the economic development of the region ,also face the growing influence of other 
powers such as Australia , Russia and Japan. 

  

3. World refugee forum  

Context: 

Recently the 1st world refugee forum was organized in Geneva ,Switzerland . 

  

Highlights from the forum  : 

• The World Refugee Forum was hosted by the UN High Commission for Refugees and is 
guided by global compact on Refugees. 

• Its objective is to transform the shared principles of international responsibility of 
refugees to concrete action. 
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• The participants will also discuss how refugees can be supported in their host countries 
to make a positive contribution and how support can be given when its time to go 
home. 

• UN representatives raised concerns over increasing scope, complexity and volume of 
refugee problem with the global count reaching upto 25 million. UNHCR also 
highlighted the fact that 85% of these refugees are hosted by developing or 
underdeveloped countries. 

• UNHCR also elucidated that despite the help from host countries ,an imbalance is 
found in the required resources and available ones.it has called for more equitable 
responsibility sharing from countries. 

• Turkey has raised the issue of 3.5 million Syrian refugees in its territories and 
demanded more help from other countries mainly EU. 

  

UNHCR : 

• UN high commission for refugees (UNHCR) is a UN body with the mandate to protect 
refugees and displaced communities. They also assist in repatriation to the home 
countries and integration within host countries. 

• It was founded in 1950 during the aftermath of WW2 and its Headquarters are based 
in Geneva, Switzerland. The commission has won noble awards for peace in 1954 and 
1981.    
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SOCIETY 
 

1. Gender Gap Report  
Context: 
It was recently released and India ranked 112th among 153 countries in the world. 

 
About the Index: 

• It is released annually by World Economic Forum since 2006.  

• Global Gender Gap Report 2020 benchmarks 153 countries on their progress towards 
gender parity in four dimensions: Economic Participation and Opportunity, 
Educational Attainment, Health and Survival and Political Empowerment.  

• Notably, it measures gender-based gaps in access to resources and opportunities in 
countries, rather than the actual levels of the available resources and opportunities. 

  

Why Gender Parity Matters? 
• Gender parity has a fundamental bearing on whether or not economies and societies 

thrive. Developing and deploying one-half of the world’s available talent has a huge 
bearing on the growth, competitiveness and future-readiness of economies and 
businesses worldwide. 

• The index’s rankings offer an effective means to benchmark progress. They are 
designed to create global awareness of the challenges that gender gaps pose, as well 
as the opportunities that emerge when action is taken to reduce them. 
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Achievements: 
• The most-improved countries were Albania, Ethiopia, Mali, Mexico and Spain. 

• Of the 149 countries ranked, 101 improved their scores on the 2019 index 

• A total of 35 countries have achieved gender parity in education 

• In healthcare, 48 countries have achieved near-parity and 71 have closed at least 97% 
of the gap 

  

Could do Better: 
• Gender parity stands at 68.6% and the bottom 10 countries have closed just 40% of the 

gender gap 

• Political empowerment scores are poor. In terms of parliamentary representation, 
globally women have secured just 25% of available positions, a figure that slips to 21% 
at a ministerial level. 

• In terms of economic participation, the gender gap will take 257 years to close 
(compared to 202 years in the 2019 report). Globally, only 55% of women (aged 15-64) 
are engaged in the labour market as opposed to 78% of men. 

• There is no country where men spend the same amount of time on unpaid work as 
women. In countries where the ratio is lowest, it is still 2:1 

  

Trends: 
Western Europe has made the most progress on gender parity (standing at 76.7%), 
followed by North America (72.9%), Latin America and the Caribbean (72.2%), Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia (71.3%), Sub-Saharan Africa (68.2%), South Asia (66.1%) and the 
Middle East and North Africa (60.5%). 
  

Performance Of India: 
• India has dropped four points from 2018 to take the 112th rank among 153 countries 

this year. 

• India has closed two thirds of its overall gender gap, with a score of 66.8%, but the 
report notes with concern that the condition of women in large fringes of Indian 
society is ‘precarious’ 

• In case of economic gender gap, with the score of 35.4%, India has been ranked 
149th out 153 countries ( down 7 places since last report) 

• Alarmingly, India's position in case of health and survival subindex is 150th which is 
determined by skewed sex ratio at birth, violence, discrimination, forced marriage etc. 

• In case of educational attainment and political empowerment India has been ranked 
112th and 18th respectively. 
  

Source: World Economic Forum and The Hindu 
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SECURITY 
 

1. Cyber Security. 
  

Context:  
Recently a report that an Israeli program "Pegasus" had been used to snoop on 
WhatsApp users, breaching cyber security and violating their Right To Privacy.  

 
What is cyber security? 
 Preventing any form of unauthorized access to personal computer or measure 
network(which includes hardware as well) 
  

Cause of concern: 
India ranks 3rd on highest number of internet users, after USA and China. 
And India is among  top 5 countries to be affected by cybercrime according to 22october 
report by online security firm "Symantec corporate" . 
  
Who are Doing? 
Cyber Attackers are broadly classified into 4 categories: 
  

Cyber Players  Motive 

Cyber criminal Commercial Gains 

Cyber terrorists  Attack National Infrastructure 

Cyber Espionage Malware obtain Plan and intelligence 

Cyber Hacktivists  Anonymous group with political agenda 

  

Challenges:  
1. Innumerable entry to Internet. 
2. Lack of coordination among giant tech companies and State government. 
3. Lack of capacity and awareness among individual, society and companies. 
4. Exponentially advancing technology[recently google claim to achieve quantum 

supremacy] 
5. Trust worthy design system of software as well as hardware. 

  

Mitigation:  
1.  Model for Digital Security:  

a. Data: 
i. Confidentiality 

ii. Integrity  
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iii. Availability 
b. People and Environment;  

i. Reliability  
ii. Safety  

iii. Privacy 
2. Protection of system: 

c. Prediction: Proactively we should take measures to identify threats. 
d. Prevention: Protect our system so that should experience no loss. 
 . Detection: Identification of not prevented threats in a system. 
 . Response: So that system can be repair and recover as fast as possible 

 

Way forward:  
• Government should collaborate with big tech company by promoting P-P-P model to 

develop infrastructure and human resource. 

• Government should increase cooperation globally to regulate internet service, should 
come up with policy which more comprehensive. 

• With the help of Artificial Intelligence and Machine learning we should come up with 
smart security solution, which will help us to develop newer and robust quantum 
proof encryption. 

• Last but not least capacity building and awareness of  individual, society as a well as 
companies.  
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ECONOMY 
 

1. NCLAT Tata Sons verdict 

Context: 

Recently the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal has reinstated Cyrus Mistry as 
Chairman of Tata Sons after he was removed from this position in 2016. 

Background 

•  On 24 October 2016 the board of Tata groups holding company,Tata sons, voted to 
remove Mistry as chairman of Tata sons on issue of difference of opinion regarding 
operations and cash flows. 

• In response to his removal he filed a suit in NCLT claiming that he was removed 
wrongly and the interests of a minority shareholder group (Shapoorji Pallonji Group) 
which he represents , were not taken care of. But these claims were shotdown by the 
NCLT. 

  

Recent verdict:  

•  The NCLAT then took the case and ruled that his removal was illegal and reinstated 
him as CEO of Tata sons ,it also went ahead and reversed Tata sons decision to become 
a private company  from a public listed company. 

• The NCLAT has provided for a remedy for which the complainant had not asked for and 
put a shadow on decisions taken by the group for the last 3 years. 

  

Significance of NCLAT  

• NCLAT was constituted to adjudicate issues of corporate governance , fair competition 
and corporate law. 

• NCLAT was formed under sec 410 of the companies act 2013 and responsible for 
hearing appeals from orders of National company law tribunal (NCLT) , Insolvency and 
bankruptcy board of India (IBBI) and Competition Commission of India (CCI).    

  

Implications of the verdict 

• This verdict will have far reaching impacts as it shocked the Tata Group which has a 
strong place in the economy. A fall in share prices and uncertainty in top management 
are initials signs of distress. 

• This judgement also brought back to spotlight the issue of how Supreme Court 
decisions impact the economy negatively, some previous cases being sweeping 
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judgement’s in cancelation of coal blocks which led to NPA’s in power sector, decision 
on telecom licenses and policy, etc. 

• This verdict also calls for need to speed up the judicial proceeding in financial cases. 
Where long drawn judgements may impact the usual functionings of the companies. 

  

2. Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019 
 
Context:  

Recently government had introduced Industrial Relations Code Bill, 2019 in a drive to 
code all the labour legislations into 4 codes by amalgamating, simplifying and 
rationalising the provisions of following three central labour acts: 
1. The Trade Unions Act, 1926 
2. The Industrial Employment (standing orders) Act, 1946 
3. The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. 
  

Provisions Of the Bill: 
• Trade unions may be recognised by central and state government as central or state 

trade union respectively. The Trade Union having membership of 10% of workers or 
100 members, whichever is less can get registered. However the Trade union must 
have 7 members to apply for registration. 

• The code also provides for negotiating union in industry for negotiation with 
employer. 

• The code prohibits the unfair labour practices such as restricting workers from 
forming trade union, forming employer sponsored trade union and coercing workers 
to join trade union. 

• In case of lay-off or retrenchment, the central and government can modify the 
threshold limit of 100 workers by notification which requires prior permission from 
central or state government.  

• The workers and employer can refer the dispute to arbitration voluntarily. For this 
they need to sign written agreement refering the dispute to arbitrator. 

• The Central and State Government may appoint conciliation officers to mediate and 
promote dispute settlement. 

• It also provides for constitution of Industrial Tribunals for settlement which will 
consist of a judicial member ( who is a High Court Judge or has served as a District 
Judge or an Additional District Judge for a minimum of three years) and  a 
admininstrative member ( who has over 20 years of experience in the fields of 
economics, business, law, and labour relations.) 

• The Central Government may constitute National industrial Tribunal for settlement of 
dispute involving national importance or affection more than one state. 
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Benefits: 
• Two member tribunal in which important cases will be adjudicated by two members 

and others by single members would result in speedier disposal of cases. 

• The flexibility provided ( in case of lay-off, retrenchment or closure) would decrease 
the number of dwarf industries which intentionally limit their employees below 100. 

• The bill provides fixed-term employment through contract workers. It will provide all 
the social security benefits to contract workers during contract period like that of 
permanent employee. 

• The fixed-term employment will also provide flexibility to employers to employ 
workers based on the workload and seasonality. 

  

Criticism: 
• The bill provides for lot of discretion to the central and state government in case of the 

recognition of Union, threshold required in case of lay-off, retrenchment and closure. 
This may lead to uncertainty and lack of clearity. 

• The fixed-term employment should include adequate safeguards so that the employer 
will not abuse the contract workers. 

• The minimum limit of members required for registration of trade union is also being 
criti 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. Rising Economic inequality and climate crisis 

Context: 

Recently UNDP released the human development report 2019 which highlighted how 
economic inequality stood as an impediment in global endeavor to tackle climate 
crisis. 

  

Relationship between Inequality and climate crisis: 

• The 2019 Human development report titled: Beyond Income, Beyond Averages, 
Beyond Today: Inequalities in Human Development in the 21st Century, has 
highlighted precisely how economic inequality affects climate change. 

• The report found that economic inequality and climate crisis are intertwined in a 
vicious circle. According to the report the worst affected from climate related 
catastrophes are the people of lower quintiles. 

• While on the other hand the richer section of society had a larger ecological footprint 
per capita as compared to the miniscule contribution of the poor. The rich hold 4 times 
the world average bio capacity per person.   

• The vulnerability of poor tropical countries is more than richer ones at the same time 
their capacity to counter climate change is inferior to the richer counterparts. 

  

Deepening faultlines 

• According to the report the inequality between countries has decreased while within 
country has increased .emissions are increasingly getting concentrated on the top with 
half of the total emissions in 2013 coming from the rich. 

• The rich countries have the lions’ share of carbon emissions. These countries have 
highest per capita emissions with very less short term consequences. 

• The poorer countries bear the brunt of this disaster as the report found that tropical 
countries were 5% poorer due to these events. 

  

Other findings: 

• The report has called for quick action for mitigation of climate change .it also cited the 
additional costs in case of delayed action with a 5 year delay costing $24 trillion and 10 
year delay causing $100 trillion. 

• US,EU and Canada  made the majority of the top 10% which contributed 45% to global 
emissions. 
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• The middle 40% were contributed mainly by China and India which contributed 35% 
to global  emissions while the last 50% was dominated by developing countries like 
India which contribute 36% to total emissions.  

 

 

2. Invasive alien species  
  

Context: 
A study by department of Aquatic Biology and fisheries, Kerala university has 
revealed that many invasive species enter into natural water bodies after a flood or 
heavy rains. This possesses threat to local biodiversity and state Governments don’t 
have any action plan to tackle the problem. 

  

What’s an invasive alien species? 
A species which is not native to a specific location and has potential as well as tendency to 
harm indigenous Biodiversity and disturb the ecosystem. 

 
Source: IUCN 
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What does the research state? 
• Cloud burst, climate change and floods has boosted the invasive species number in 

natural water bodies of Kerala (especially after 2018 Kerala floods) 

• Ornamented and commercially important fish species are reared in domestic aquarium 
tanks, quarries, lakes, home pools etc. and when the flood or heavy rain takes place 
then these species get entry into natural habitat  

• This invasion possesses threat to local biodiversity  

• Illegal stocking and import of this commercially valuable species is on its peak but state 
government doesn’t have any law to stop it  

• Exotic fish species like Thai pangus, African catfish, Nile tilapia has been found in 
Kerala. Species like guppy, piranha, gold fish were also found in natural water storages 
of Kerala  

• These species kill local biodiversity and manlier times fish species which are important 
for fishing and have some commercial value. This is how it affects economy of the state 
also. (Ex: Species named Amazon sailfin catfish possesses threat to native fish 
population of Madurai’s Vandiyur lake) 

• The state should have policy to address this problem before every monsoon and 
special research centres to find solutions are needed because it’s already too late now. 
  

 
Source: natureasia.com 
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Convention on Biological Diversity:  
• It’s an international multilateral treaty drafted in 1992 

• India is party to this convention  
• Aim of the CBD is to guide countries in developing national strategies for biodiversity 

conservation  
• Sustainable use of available Biodiversity is also emphasised in CBD 

  

Cartagena Protocol: 
• This is a supplementary international protocol to CBD. It is effective since 2003 

• It aims to protect indigenous Biodiversity from the threat of Genetically modified 
organisms which are product of biotechnology development  

• The protocol provides that developing countries can ban imports of genetically 
modified organisms if they feel it’s not safe for local biodiversity and ultimately health 
of their population  

• The protocol defines living modified organism as a living organism who has a specific 
combination of genetic material obtained with the use of modern biotechnology 

  

Nagoya protocol: 
• It is also a supplementary agreement to CBD. It is effective from 2014 and adopted in 

2010 in Nagoya, Japan 

• It deals with fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of use of genetic 
resources 

• India is party to this protocol 
• It also deals with traditional knowledge about genetic resources which are covered in 

CBD 

• Genetic resources , their utilisation and equitable profit sharing is obligation on 
countries under Nagoya protocol  
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HISTORY, ART & CULTURE 
 

1. Aryabhatta 
  

For Prelims:  
the Gupta period and developments in Science , various personalities and 
their contributions in Science, Astronomy, Medicine, etc. 

For Mains:  
Why the Gupta Period is called Golden Age?  

  
Context:  

Annular Solar Eclipse was witnessed on 26th December. Aryabhatta was the first 
astronomer to give scientific explanation for eclipses. 

  

 
  
Aryabhatta's Contribution to Science: 
• He wrote a text, 'Aryabhatiya' which deals with astronomy and mathematics. 
• Aryabhatta gave the scientific explanation to eclipses. He established that eclipses 

were not caused by the demons Rahu and Ketu, but due to moon coming within 
earth's shadow or between the earth and sun. 

• He worked out the correct equation for calculating the  orbit of the planet and gave an 
extremely accurate estimate of length of a year (365.258 days).   

• He has described the properties of circle and has given a very accurate value of  π (pi) 
that is 3.1416. 

• He also found out the sine functions in trigonometry and used them in astronomy. 
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2. The Bangladesh liberation war  
Context: 

December 16, 1971, celebrated as Vijay Diwas is the day when Pakistani Army 
surrendered to Indian Army. Lasting for just 13 days, it is the shortest war in the 
history. 
  

About the war: 
• There was discontent in East Pakistan due to the issue of language and political 

injustice inflicted upon the Bengalis. Hence they launched the "Mukti Bahini" , the 
movement signifying Bengali nationalism and self-determination. 

• Why India entered into the War? 
The Pakistani army tried to  suppress this movement through severe violence and 
genocide due to which they started migrating in West Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya. 
These immigrants reached upto millions, posing a threat to India's political and 
economic stability. India hadn't been a part of the war until on 3rd December, 1971, 
Pakistan attacked India's airfield in the West. 

• The war strategy of Field Marshall Sam Manekshaw and leadership of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi ensured India's victory.  

• The Cold War context: 
o USA was not in favour of India, as we had signed the Treaty of Peace and 

Friendship with the Soviet Union. To seek balance of power in Asia, USA chose to 
help Pakistan. 

o A book- Blood Telegram by  Gary Bass tells that US  ignored all the reports about 
Pakistani army committing genocide of people in East Pakistan . 

o Furthermore, US also threatened India of mobilizing its Navy in the Bay of Bengal. 
Soviet Union had assured that it would help India in case of confrontation with 
USA and China. 
  

 
In Photo: Pakistan armed forces chief, General Niazi surrendering to allied forces of India 

and Bangladesh 
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Outcomes of the war: 
1. Liberation of East Pakistan resulting into formation of Bangladesh. 
2. Large scale migration of Bangladeshi immigrants in order to flee from persecution, 

added to India's challenges. North-eastern states condemned these migrations and 
witnessed political unrest.  

3. Shimla Agreement: in this agreement Pakistan recognised Bangladesh's independence.  
Also  both the countries decided that Kashmir would remain a bilateral issue. 

4. 1971 War had a huge impact regionally and globally and truly enhanced India’s 
Prestige on global stage. 
  

Barring few issues like Teesta, illegal immigrants India enjoys friendly relations with 
Bangladesh today. 
  
 
 


