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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(16th to 22nd December) 

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
 

1. National Population Register (NPR)  
 

Context: 
 Recently the Union cabinet has approved a proposal to update the National 
Population Register (NPR).  

   

Introduction: 
 The National Population Register is a register of ‘usual residents’ of the country. For 

the purposes of the NPR a ‘usual resident’ is person who has been residing in India 
for 6 years or more who intends to reside within the country for 6 years or more.  

 The exercise will be held between April and September 2020 in all states and UT’s 
except Assam. It will be held with the Census 2021 and a budget of Rs. 3900 Cr has 
been allotted for the register.       

 The register will be held under the provisions of the citizenship act 1955 and the 
Citizenship (Registration of citizens and issue of national identity cards) Rules 2003.  

 The objective of this exercise is to create a database of every usual resident in the 
country .It will contain bio-metric as well as Demographic  particulars.  

 It is being prepared at the local (Village/sub-Town), sub-District, District, State and 
National level.  
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Source: Indian Express  
   

Arguments in support of NPR

 NPR is a regular exercise mandated under the provision of citizenship rules 2003. 
Data for NPR was collected in 2010 alongwith the houselisting phase of census 2011 
and data updation was done in 2015 by door to door surveys.  

 This data has been digitized and updation of this data is due in 2021.  

 The comprehensive identity database created under NPR will help better targeting of 
benefits and services under government schemes.  

 It will also avoid duplication and streamline data of residents on various government 
platform.  

 Strengthen security.  

Arguments in opposition of NPR : 
 NPR has received a lot of negative publicity given apprehensions of it being a 

precursor to the nationwide NRC exercise.  

 Apart from other demographic details in the census, the NPR has for 1st time asked 
for parents birthdate and birthplace. Moreover also asks for details of Aadhar card, 
drivers’ license and voter identity card which are voluntary.   

 The issue of collection of larger amount of data is also a concern given apprehension 
on violation of right to privacy.   
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Link between NRC and NPR:  
 NRC and NPR are both mandated by Citizenship Rules of 2003. These rules mention 

that NPR can be a base for a nationwide National Register of Citizens.  

 This does not make it explicit that a NPR will be necessarily be followed by a 
nationwide NRC. But recurring statements from the Union Home Minister has raised 
concerns over status.  

 It is in reaction to this issue that states like West Bengal and Kerala have stopped 
work on NPR in their respective states.    

  
  

2. School Education Quality Index  
 

Context:  
NITI aayog has released the 1st ever School Education Quality Index (SEQI).  

   

About : 
 The SEQI was initiated by NITI aayog to rank states and UT’s based on Educational 

parameter.  

 The index hopes to bring an ‘outcome’ based approach to identify strengths and 
weaknesses to undertake course correction and affect policy decisions.  

 The index was released in collaboration with concerned parties including MHRD and 
World Bank.  

 The index consists of 30 major indicators that assess the delivery of quality 
education.  

 The indicators consist:  
  Category 1: Outcomes  

a) Domain 1: learning outcomes  
b) Domain 2:access outcomes  
c) Domain 3:infrastructure and facilities for outcomes   
d) Domain 4: equity outcomes  

  Category 2: Governance processes aiding outcomes  
     

Findings: 

 In order to develop a like-for-like approach the states are categorized into 3 groups: 
large states ,small states and UT’s.  

 Amongst the 20 bigger states 10 states especially Karnataka, Jharkhand and Andhra 
Pradesh have made noticeable strides in outcomes category.  

 Of the eight Small States, seven perform better on the Outcomes category, with the 
most noticeable performance differences observed in the cases of Manipur, Tripura 
and Goa.  
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 Among the 20 Large States, 18 improved their overall performance between 2015-16 
and 2016-17.   

 While Kerala, Rajasthan and Karnataka have topped the big states list Punjab ,J&K 
and UP are the bottom 3.  

 In the small states list Manipur has topped while Arunachal Pradesh is last.  

 In UT’s Chandigarh has topped while Lakshadweep is at the bottom.  

 

3. Good Governance Index  
   

Context:  
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions launched the index on Good 
Governance Day (25th December, birth anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee). The day is being celebrated since 2014, while it was the inaugural edition 
of the GGI index.  

   
The report defines good governance as “effective and efficient decision-making and the 
process by which decisions are implemented (or not implemented) keeping 
the development of citizens as the topmost priority. Resource allocation, creation of formal 
establishments, setting up rules and regulations etc. are part of achieving this goal.”  
   

Details: 
 The 'Good Governance Index' has been scientifically designed on various parameters of 

governance.   

 It has been designed keeping in mind the citizen-centricity, which is the prime mantra of 
Government.   

 It seeks to determine the present status of governance and while also 
providing reference threshold for future.   

 It is a uniform tool across states to assess the impact of various interventions taken up 
by the State Governments and UTs, and shift to result oriented approaches and 
administration.  

 The states and UTs are divided into three groups: a) Big States, b) North-East & Hill 
States and c) UTs.  

 The following ten Governance Sectors are measured on total 50 indicators, which have 
been assigned different weights. Summing these up will give a composite score for 
ranking.  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1.Kuala Lumpur Summit  
   

Context: 
 The Islamic Summit (December 2019), to be known as the Perdana Dialogue from 
next year, was held in the Malaysian capital of Kuala Lumpur. World leaders and 
representatives of the Muslim world gathered here, while Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad presided over these meetings.   

   
 

Details of the meet:  
 The summit aims to discuss and find new and workable solutions to problems facing 

the Muslim world and contribute towards improving the state of affairs among Muslims 
and Muslim nations. It also eyes forming a network of Muslim leaders, intellectuals, 
scholars and thinkers from around the world, and revive the Islamic civilization.   

 Malaysia, Turkey, Qatar and Iran met in a bid to enhance cooperation. However, Saudi 
Arabia, UAE, Pakistan and Indonesia were among the notable absentees.  

   

Significance as well as criticism: 
 When in terms of demographics, the entire Muslim community represents about a 

quarter of the world's population; it contributes only 5 percent to global gross domestic 
product (GDP).   
o Thus, as stated during the summit, Muslim nations need to do more business among 

themselves, trade in each other’s currencies and keep up with non-Islamic countries 
to stop being left at their mercy.  

o Turkish President Erdogan also said that the fate of the world's 1.7 billion Muslims 
should no longer remain in the hands of the five permanent members of the UNSC.  

 It is seen as an attempt by non-Arab Muslim countries to offer a viable alternative to 
the Saudi-dominated OIC.  

 For Iran, it is part of a "pivot to the East" policy and an effort to pursue "closer ties with 
major Asian countries" as it faces US economic sanctions.  

 Islamabad’s decision to withdraw shows that Riyadh still retains significant leverage over 
Pakistan’s foreign policy.  

   
Organization of Islamic Cooperation:   

 It is an intergovernmental grouping (second largest only after the UN) of 57 countries that 
was established in 1969, with its headquarter in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. It has permanent 
delegations to the United Nations and the European Union.  
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 India was invited by UAE as the "Guest of Honor” to OIC's inaugural session in 2019. Former 
External Affairs minister, Sushma Swaraj, had attended this Council of Foreign Ministers of 
the OIC.  
   

Issues facing the Muslim world: 
 Age old power struggle in the Middle East   

 Rohingya refugee crisis  

 Uighur mass detentions in China  

 War, bloodshed and failing governments in Yemen, Syria, Libya, Lebanon, Iran, 
Afghanistan, etc.   

 Rise of ISIS, extremism and fundamentalism  

 Gender inequality  

 Economic disparity within and among Islamic states  
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ECONOMY 
 

1.Is India facing stagflation?  
  

Context:  

Amidst the decelerating growth, there are murmurs about India facing stagflation.  
  

What is stagflation?  
 It is a combination of stagnant growth and rising inflation. This is a result of rising 

unemployment where existing incomes do not rise but still people have to cope with 
rising prices.  

 Usually, inflation rises when economy is growing fast because people are earning more 
and are able to pay higher prices for the same quantity of goods.   

 When economy comes to standstill, inflation too tends to come down - because less 
money is now chasing same amount of goods.  

  

Indian scenario:  
  The following factors initiated the murmurs of stagflation.  

o Over the past few months, India's economic growth has decelerated to around 5%(a 
six year low).   

o The inflation soared at 5.54%(a three year high)  
 Is stagflation the real case?  
Not really. Although it appears so, India is not facing a stagflation yet because-  
o India's growth has declined, but not stalled(become stagnant) yet. This means that year 

on year, our GDP has grown in absolute number but not declined.  
o Yes, the retail inflation has remained high in past few months, but the reason for this 

spike is temporary as it is a result of spurt in agricultural commodities after some 
unseasonal rains. This inflation can be controlled by better food management.  

o The core inflation that is the one that excludes food and fuel prices is still not that high.  
Ultimately, the retail inflation has remained still well within RBI's target of 4%. A sudden 
spike of few months which is likely to lower in next few months can't be called stagflation.  
  
Video link: https://youtu.be/6SuYA62uLf4 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1.Atal Bhujal Yojana  
  

Context:  
Prime minister launched Atal Bhujal Yojana on 25th of December. The scheme 
focuses on sustainable use and management of nation’s groundwater resources.  

  

For prelims:  
Scheme name: Atal Bhujal Yojana  
Sponsored by: Central Government and World Bank (50:50)  
Ministry in charge: ministry of Jal Shakti  
Structure: At initial stage several water stressed areas will get identification in seven most 
groundwater depleting states. States will be provided with Grants from central 
government   
  

How the scheme will function?  
 The scheme will be implemented in seven states. Haryana, Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, UP, Rajasthan between 2021-2025  

 Water consumption will be focused by taking efforts to bring out behavioural change at 
village level  

 Water management institution will be strengthened   

 Water use associations will be formed  

 Water Budgeting and charging the use of water will be done.  

 Districts who perform good will be awarded with more funds for water management   
  

Water crisis In India:  
 India houses 16% of the World’s population but has only 4% of global water resources   

 A country is declared as water stressed if it has per capita availability of water less than 
1,700 cubic metres. According to Central Water Commission (CWC) India’s per capita 
availability of water in 2015 was 1434 cubic metres  

 82% of rural households in India do not have individual piped water supply  

 163 million live without access to clean water close to their homes  

 70% of India’s surface water is contaminated  

 River basins of Cauvery, Indus, Krishna, Sabarmati etc. are facing water scarcity   

 Most Ground water extraction is done by irrigation sector for agricultural purposes. 
India has only 25-35% water use efficiency in this sector while countries like Israel and 
Japan have 50% water use efficiency   
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

1. Neuromorphic Computing 
Context:  

The international joint research team is developing a brain like memory device using  
neuromorphic network material. This computing technique is called as Neuromorphic 
computing.  

  

What does Neuromorphic computing mean?   
Emulating the neural structure and operation of the human brain.   
That is with the help of numerous metallic nanowires, scientists want to  fabricate a 
neuromorphic network  
  

What is the use of Neuromorphic Computing  
Traditional computing is reaching its limits:  
The way how traditional computer functions and the innovations occurring in the 
computer, scientists believe that we have reached the threshold level beyond which 
computing will remain stagnant. So to escape this, scientists want to develop a human brain 
like memory device which will help us to learn, memories, function.   
 

Problems associating with Neuromorphic computing:  
1. Lack of understanding of the human brain.  
2. It is difficult to perform experiments on the live brain.  
3. Difficulties in finding material that can perform functions of neurons.  
4. To perform the neuron-like function, there are difficulties to find precise electric current 
to flow between the computer networks.  
  

Advantages:   

1. It will open a whole new dimension to the computing system.  
2. This technology might be useful in quantum computing, and Artificial Intelligence.  
3. This technology is capable of performing tasks simultaneously which will ultimately 
improve efficiency.  

 

Way forward:   
             Neuromorphic computing will be the breakthrough to escape the threshold 
achieved by a traditional computing system, but risks associated with it should be handled 
very carefully.   
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HISTORY, ART & CULTURE 
1.Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya   
  

Context:  
On 25th December 2019 India celebrated Malviya Ji’s 158th birth anniversary.  

  

 
 
About Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya:  
 He was a educationist, Politician, Lawyer and a freedom fighter.  

 He established Kashi Hindu Vishwavidyalay latter known as Banaras Hindu University   

 He joined congress in 1886 and became president of congress four times:- 1909 (Delhi 
session), 1918(Lahore), 1930(Delhi), 1932(Calcutta)  

 He was one of the prominent leaders of Hindu Mahasabha also when it was founded in 
1906  

 He also started a English Newspaper ‘The Leader’ in 1909   

 Mahatma Gandhi called him his elder brother but sometimes Malviya ji did opposed 
Gandhiji’s stand Eg. In Quit India Movement Gandhiji appealed students to boycott 
schools but Malviya ji opposed this idea.  

 He was a trusted advisory of Gandhiji in whole Poona pact  incident. He was signatory to 
the Poona pact from Gandhiji’s Side  

 He fought cases of the people who were arrested in the case of chauri-chaura incident 
and court acquitted many of them  

 He always served as a link between moderates and extremists   

 Rabindranath Tagore gave him the encomium ‘Mahamana’   

 In 2014 awarded him with highest civilian honour of India ‘Bharatratna‘ after 68 years of 
his death!   
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