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Western India floods 

 

Due to torrential rainfall in Western India, thousands have been affected.  

In the rescue operations carried by NDRF and administrations, more than 1,20,000 people have been 

evacuated. 

Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 

 74th anniversary of world’s first use of atomic bomb( “Fat Man” and “Little Boy”) in war.  

Estimated 1,00,000 people were killed in the cities and millions were affected by the aftermath. 

77th Anniversary of Quit India Movement 

 

After the betrayal by the British over India’s freedom ( InCripp’s Mission ), Mahatma Gandhi asked 

people to get ready for one last time. With the detention of all major leaders.  

This movement was nearly leaderless. In the five months up to December 1942, an estimated 60,000 

people had been thrown into prison. Some 26,000 people were convicted for small and large 

offences, and 18,000 were detained under the harsh Defence of India Act. 

Pakistan goes to UN against India 

 

Pakistan has asked UN to intervene in India’s scrapping of special status to Kashmir.  

UN chief Antonio Guterres has responded to Pakistan that the Simla Agreement of 1972, a bilateral 

agreement between India and Pakistan rejects third-party mediation in Kashmir. Thereby refusing 

to intervene. 

India world’s 13th water stressed country  

 

Despite every year’s floods, India is ranked 13th on Water stress country Atlas by Water Resource 

Institute, USA.  

India’s sixth-largest city, Chennai, was the latest city worldwide to warn it could be without water, as 

water storage levels fell. 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019 

 

The Amendment gives powers to DG, NIA to attach properties acquired from proceeds of terrorism. 



This law does not take away powers of the state police. When NIA takes up a case having 

international and inter-state ramifications, all the facts pertinent to the case are with the NIA, and 

not with the state police. 

Currently, the law requires that NIA take prior permission from the respective state DGP to attach the 

proceeds of terrorism. This delays the process as often such properties are in different states. 

Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty 

 

The 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty required the United States and the Soviet 

Union to eliminate and permanently forswear all of their nuclear and conventional ground-launched 

ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500 to 5,500 kilometers. 

On Aug. 2, 2019, the United States formally withdrew from the INF Treaty. 

POCSO Act Amendment 

 

To combat rising cases of child sex abuse, Minister of Women and Child development has introduced 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

The amendment provides for death penalty for aggravated sexual assault on children, besides 

providing stringent punishments for other crimes against minors. 

Act also provide for fines and imprisonment to curb child pornography. 

Cabinet approves increasing strength of Supreme Court judges 

 

President has given nod to increase the current 30 judge strength of SC to 33 including CJI.  

On July 11,59,331 cases are pending in the top court. In order to clear the pending cases backlog the 

decision was taken.  

One nation-one ration card 

In a bid to implement ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ across the country by 1 June, 2020, the Centre 

on Friday kick-started inter-state portability of ration card between Telangana-Andhra Pradesh as 

well as Maharashtra-Gujarat.  

Beneficiaries will be able to pick up their grain from any public distribution system of their choice 

after 30th June, 2020. 

Imperative of the move is that there will be a seamless flow of information online between FCI and 

States and therefore they need to be integrated so that exact information on procurement and 

distribution across the nation is available. 

Inter-state River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill 

 

The Bill provides for a two-tier dispute resolution mechanism. Once a dispute arises, it would be 

referred to a Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) - to be headed by a secretary-level officer of the 

central government with experts from relevant fields. 

If the committee fails, then the dispute will go to a centralised (single standing) tribunal with multiple 

benches - instead of the multiple tribunals that exist now. 

Atal Community Innovation Centre (ACIC) Program 

 



The programme aims at spurring community Innovation in underserved and unserved areas of the 

country. 

The ACIC program should be connected to every Panchayati Raj Institutions to help innovators at 

grassroots level become part of the policy framework and leverage their creativity to translate their 

products/ services into innovation led commercial utilization for society.  

Consumer Protection Bill 

 

The Bill aims at protecting the interests of consumers by establishing authorities for timely and 

effective administration and settlement of consumers’ dispute. 

Salient features of the bill includes,     Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA), 

Simplified Dispute Resolution process, Alternate Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism, check 

on misleading advertisements and adulteration of products. 

NASA’s Kepler Space telescope discovered a new planetary system called TESS Object 

of Interest (TOI) 270 

The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) has spotted three planets orbiting the red dwarf star 

TOI-270, which lies just 73 light-years from the sun.  

One is a rocky “super-Earth” not much bigger than our own planet, and the other two are “sub-

Neptunes” about half the size of our solar system’s other blue planet, researchers said. 

International Tiger Day: 29 July 

 

The International Tiger Day is celebrated on July 29 every year to bring the attention of the world to 

the plight of the tigers. 

With concerted efforts to bring the number of tigers up, independent activists, government policies, 

amendments to the Wild Life Protection Act, and raising awareness increased the number of tigers 

to 2,226 in 2014 Census report. 

Amendments to The Companies Act 

 

The recent amendment to the companies act includes provisions on  Issue of dematerialised shares, 

Re-categorisation of Offences, Corporate Social Responsibility, Debarring auditors, Change in 

approving authority, Bar on holding office, compounding offences and registration of charges.  

Kargil Vijay Diwas : 26th July 

 

The year 2019 marks the 20th anniversary of the successful culmination of Operation Vijay wherein 

brave soldiers of the Indian Army overcame seemingly insurmountable odds, hostile terrain, 

weather, and a determined enemy occupying dominating heights, to win the Kargil war. 

One of the major events planned during the celebrations is the relay of a Victory Flame from National 

War Memorial, New Delhi to Kargil War Memorial, Dras. 

Global Innovation Index 2019 

 

The Global Innovation Index (GII) 2019 ranks and breaks down the innovation performance of 129 

countries and economies around the world. Switzerland is the world’s most innovative country 



followed by Sweden, the United States of America (U.S.), the Netherlands and the United 

Kingdom (U.K.), according to the GII 2019.  

India ranked 57th this year gaining 3 places from 2017 report.  

National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) 

 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)’s National Institute for Medical Statistics (ICMR-

NIMS), in partnership with Population Council, has launched the National Data Quality Forum 

(NDQF). 

The NDQF aims to do brainstorming, piloting and employ advanced modeling techniques in artificial 

intelligence (AI), machine learning and big data analytics along with using technology-based 

solutions to improve data quality. 

Rotavirus vaccine to all children in India by September 2020 

 

“In India, nearly one million children die before their fifth birthday” - highlighted by ORF report.   

Union Health Minister declared that the vaccine for rotavirus will be available in all states and union 

territories by September this year in the Intensified Indradhunush Program.   

World Biofuel Day: 10th August 

 

World Biofuel Day is observed every year on 10th of August to create awareness about the 

importance of non-fossil fuels as an alternative to conventional fossil fuels and highlight the 

various efforts made by Government in the biofuel sector. 

This year the theme of the World Biofuel Day is “Production of Biodiesel from Used Cooking Oil 

(UCO)”. On this occasion, a sticker on RUCO viz., Repurpose Used Cooking Oil and a mobile app 

to facilitate the collection of UCO was also released by FSSAI. 

National Medical Commission Act 2019 has been passed by both House of Parliament  

 

The LokSabha passed the National Medical Commission Bill, 2019 (NMC) which seeks to repeal the 

Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

The Bill seeks to provide a medical education system which ensures:  

 (i) Availability of adequate and high quality medical professionals,  
 (ii) Adoption of the latest medical research by medical professionals,  

 (iii) Periodic assessment of medical institutions, and Effective grievance redressal mechanism.  

RBI cuts repo rate by 35 basis points 

 

The Reserve Bank of India’s six-member rate-setting panel on Wednesday cut the repurchase rate to 

5.4%, the lowest in almost a decade and more than the 25bps cut expected by most economists. It 

also decided to retain the monetary policy’s current accommodative stance. 

With inflation expected to remain benign amid slowing consumption and investment growth, which 

threatens to further slowdown economic growth, MPC’s focus has now fully shifted from 

combating inflation to boosting aggregate demand. 



 

 


