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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(28th January to 3rd February) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. Trump Peace Plan 
Prelims: 

 What is the Peace Plan, Balfour Declaration, Places in news. 
Mains: 

GS 2- Israel - Palestine Conflict 
 

Context: 
With the West Asia Peace Plan, the US proposed to restart the long stalled two-state 
talks between Israel and Palestine. 
  

Brief History of the Israel-Palestine issue: 
• After World War I, West Bank and Gaza Strip were brought under control of British 

administration according to the Mandate system. 

• But by the end of World war II, the Jews who had fled the Nazi Germany felt a need of  
an Israeli homeland. They started buying lands within Palestine, which was Arab 
populated region.  

• After the mandate ended in 1947, UN proposed partition of Palestine among the Arabs 
and the Jews. This plan was not accepted by either of them and the "two-state solution" 
has never worked since then. 

• Deadly wars were fought- 
o 1948 Arab-Israeli war-  Israel vs Arab states(Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan). Israel 

won the war and occupied more land than before. By 1978, Israel had occupied 
78% of what was originally Palestine. 

o In the mean time, West Bank and east Jerusalem came under Jordan control and 
West Jerusalem went under Israel. The Gaza strip was controlled by Egyptian army 
after 1949 war. 

o  Arab Countries again refuse to accept the creation of Israel- led to another war 
called the Six Day War, which was won by Israel. Est Bank, Gaza Strip, East 
Jerusalem, Syrian Golan Heights came under Israel control. 

• The bone of contention: West Bank and Gaza Strip- 
o Oslo Accords came up after negotiations between Israel and Palestine Liberation 

Organisation(PLO). Only some 40% of West Bank came under Palestinian control, 
rest is with Israel. 
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o Hamas, an Anti-Israel military group occupied the Gaza strip and is constantly 
involved in armed conflicts with Israeli army. 

o Palestine claims control over both the regions, but Israel's aim has been of 
expanding the Jewish settlements in this area. 

• Jerusalem: 
o After 1967, Israel took control of East Jerusalem. But it still aims for an undivided 

Jerusalem.  
o It is a holy place for Muslims, Jews as well as Christians so there are conflicts over 

who should own it. 
o In 2018, tensions were also triggered when USA moved its embassy from Tel Aviv 

to Jerusalem, calling it as the capital of Israel. 
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The Balfour Declaration  

It issued by the British government in 1917 during World War I, announcing support for 
the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine, which was 
back then an Arab region with small minority Jewish population. 
  

India's stand on the issue: 
• Historically, India has supported the cause of Palestine by voting against Israel during 

various UN resolutions. 
• But now India's stance is becoming increasingly neutral, since we have dehyphenated 

Israel and Palestine policies. 
• India and Israel have agreed to cooperate in areas of defense, intelligence-sharing, 

counter-terrorism , water harvesting and agriculture. 

 
The Trump Peace plan: 
• The plan is being criticised of being biased towards Israel,  for example, it allows Israel 

to annex the Jewish settlements on West Bank as well as Jordan Valley.  
• Jerusalem Question: The plan helps Jews fulfill their aspirations of "undivided capital". 

Israel would retain control over the part of Jerusalem that it already has. Palestine 
would just get the eastern part (area beyond  security border of Israel) of Jerusalem as 
its capital. In return of this, Israel would freeze their settlement activities in West Bank 
for 4 years. 

• The plan asks Palestinian authority to dismiss its complaints against Israel in the 
International Criminal Court. 

• It asks to control the terrorist groups like Hamas. 
• If  Palestine agrees to the proposal  Trump proposed to make a $ 50 billion investment.  
• Land swap: 

It proposes land swap for Israel's annexation of West Bank- seeking to enlarge 
Gaza and connect the strip to West Bank with a tunnel so that the Arab towns in 
Southeast Israel could become the part of future Palestinian state. 
  

The issue with the plan: 
• Palestine had started opposing it even before it was unveiled. 
• Palestine stakes claim on the whole of West Bank and Gaza Strip with East Jerusalem 

as their capital- along with the area that includes Haram-e-Sharif, a holy site for Jews 
as well as Arabs.  

• The Hamas(active in Gaza) and the Fatah party leader Mohd. Abbas(who runs 
Palestinian authority in West Bank) both have together rejected the proposal. 

• They say that the USA, who recognised disputed Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 
cannot be an impartial mediator of peace 
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Conclusion: 
• The plan reiterates US' favouritism towards Israel. It sounds in no way like negotiation 

but a dictation of US interests to control the Arab region.  
• The poor understanding of geopolitics in the Middle East has worsened situations in 

Iran, Iraq, Libya, etc. To achieve peace in the region, the world powers need to go 
beyond their vested interests. 

• It is time for the international actors to acknowledge the true conditions and bring out 
a fair solution for both sides. 

  
Video links:   
 

1. Conflict in Israel and Palestine: Crash Course World History 223 
  

 
  

https://youtu.be/1wo2TLlMhiw
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2. The Israel-Palestine conflict: a brief, simple history 
  

 
 

 

2. Fading Relevance of SAARC:  
Prelims: 

 SAARC, Sagarmatha Sambaad 
  
Mains:  

GS 2- Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and agreements involving 
India. 
  

Context: 
Nepal  invited the PMs of India and Pakistan along with several other heads of 
government and heads of state for the Sagarmatha Sambaad. 

  
About Sagarmatha Sambaad: 
• Sagarmatha Sambaad is a multi-stakeholder, global dialogue forum initiated by the 

Government of Nepal. 
• It is going to be held biennially in Nepal. 
• The dialogue is named after the world’s tallest mountain Sagarmatha (Mount Everest). 
• The Everest is also a symbol of friendship which is meant to promote the notions of 

common good and collective well-being of humanity. 
• The theme of the first Sambaad(dialogue) is “Climate Change, Mountains and the 

Future of Humanity.” 
  

Significance : 
• India and Pakistan have been engaged in hostility, which had prevented Islamabad 

from hosting the SAARC Summit in 2016. 
• India had accused Pakistan of cross border terrorism while boycotting the Islamabad 

summit hence it had to be called off. 
• This event aims to bring all SAARC leaders together and provide an opportunity to 

solve conflicts. 

  

https://youtu.be/iRYZjOuUnlU
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How Relevant is SAARC today? 
• It would be unfair to regard SAARC as a total failure. There have been 9 agreements 

and 6conventions signed under it. Some major of them include the South Asia Free 
Trade Agreement, the establishment of the secretariat in Kathmandu, South Asian 
University in Delhi. But these achievements can hardly be recognised due to lack of 
implementing outcomes of SAARC. 

• Lacunas of SAARC: 
▪ It works on principle of unanimity which has been a challenge in taking major 

decisions. For Example the 2014 Motor Vehicle Agreement was stalled 
because Pakistan didn't agree to it. 

▪ The level of mistrust among members ,especially India and Pak. 
• SAARC was an opportunity for all the countries to unite to create a platform that 

would have represented voices of all the people of the region and could have made a 
serious impact on the global scene. Unfortunately, the opportunity seems to be fading. 
  

Way Ahead: 
• The External Affairs had once said that the relevance and survival of SAARC now 

depended on elimination of terrorism in the region. This sends a message Pakistan as 
well as other members. 

• With Pakistan being the major hurdle, there have been suggestions of forming other 
subregional  groups that exclude Pak. For Example- the BIMSTEC, the BBIN is also being 
thought of. 

  

Conclusion: 
It puts a responsibility on India to continue enjoying the trust of its neighbours and to 
strengthen cooperation by nurturing such groupings. 
  



 

9 
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3. Arctic Melting and the Changing Geopolitics 
  

Context: 
Environmental activists demanded a ban on the new low sulphur marine fuel in the 
Arctic region. 
The green groups, through their research, claim that the blends of very 
 low-sulfur fuel oil (VLSFO) contribute to highly polluting black carbon. emissions. 
  

IMO rules regarding marine fuel: 
• In January, the International Maritime Organisation issued new rules aimed to reduce 

sulphur, due to which ships are opting new blends of fuels. 
• The IMO has banned ships from using fuels with a sulphur content above 0.5%, 

compared with 3.5 % before.  
• These new rules have been regarded as the biggest shock for the oil and shipping 

industries as it affects more than 50,000 merchant ships worldwide.  
• The rules are monitored and enforced by national authorities of countries that are 

members of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) Annex VI. 

  

The issue with VLSFO: 
• According to testing agencies, he VLSFO or very low-sulfur fuel oil has high amount of 

sediments, which could damage the vessel engines. 
• A research paper by Germany and Finland says that the VLSFO can contain high 

amount of aromatic compounds, directly impacting the black carbon emissions. 
• This Black carbon,  produced due to the incomplete combustion of carbon fuels, 

contributes to climate change. 
  

Alternative clean fuels: 
The Clean Arctic Alliance, a green group has called for the ban, and has said that an 
increase in black carbon emissions would accelerate the melting of Arctic sea ice. It has 
come up with alternative of distillate fuels, like marine gasoil (MGO). 
  
 

About IMO: 
• It is a specialized agency of the United Nations. 
• IMO is the global standard-setting authority for the safety, security and 

environmental performance of international shipping. 
• Its main role is to create a regulatory framework for the shipping industry that is fair 

and effective, universally adopted and implemented. 
• Its Key focus is the SDG 14: Life below water 
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The Arctic Council: 
• The Arctic Council is an intergovernmental body set up in 1996 by the Ottawa 

declaration. 
• It aims to promote cooperation, coordination and interaction among the Arctic 

States along with the indigenous communities and other Arctic inhabitants. 
• It has the eight circumpolar countries as member states . 
• Secretariat: in Tromsø, Norway. 
• Members: Canada,  Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden and USA 

• India, Japan China have observer status.  

  

  

Geopolitics of Arctic: 
• The melting of ice in Arctic has led to geopolitical impacts - 

a. new shipping routes between the Atlantic Ocean and Pacific Ocean,  linking 
Europe with Asia have opened up. 

b. the opening of the Arctic Sea has paved way for resource mapping in the Arctic 
region. 

• The Arctic region holds mineral resources like gold, nickel, copper, graphite and 
uranium. 

• Challenges- 
o It may trigger a race for exploration and possession over resources and sea routes 

in the region. 
o There is no clear Arctic Policy, hence conflicts are bound to happen. 
o China is already talking about a Polar Silk route. This will provide China, along with 

other countries like South Korea, Japan a better connectivity to the Arctic region, 
especially, Russia. India would stand at disadvantage, due to its far location. 

o The Arctic has enough resources to cater to India’s energy needs, but India does 
not have sufficient technical capability to undertake Arctic exploration. 
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Conclusion: 
True to the fact that Arctic has huge unexplored resources, the melting should not 
make us happy as it is one of the several alarming bells of climate change. Hence more 
efforts should be towards preventing further temperature rise, causing the ice to melt. 
  

Video link:  
Russia and China joining forces in the Arctic 

  

 
  

  
  
  
  
  

https://youtu.be/MXpTGZK-BiM
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
 

1. 15th Finance Commission: Vertical Devolution 
Context: 

The Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC), in the report for fiscal year 2020-21, has 
recommended  marginal reduction in the vertical devolution of the divisible tax pool to 
41 per cent from the current 42 per cent. 
  

Why is this recommended? 
• This is because  the newly formed Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir , and 

Ladakh,  will now also be getting funds from the Centre’s share. 

• Leading to the  devolution which will be for 28 states compared to 29 earlier. 
 

Further changes for fund devolution: 
• FC also reintroduced performance-based incentives to states on two parameters , 

demographic performance and taxation efforts . 

  
The results of these new recommendations:  

• It is assigned as per  15% weight to the population of a state, down from the 17.5% 
allocated by the 14th Finance Commission. 

• But raised the weight under demographic performance from 10% to 12.5%. 

• The new criteria by this commission is the “tax effect", for states, with 2.5% 
weightage, while significantly reducing the weight for income distance from 50% to 
45%. 

• The tax share of most southern states, like Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Karnataka 
has come down, but the share of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Maharashtra, and 
Gujarat has gone up. 

 

What is vertical devolution?  
• The Finance Commission is required to recommend the distribution of the net 

proceeds of taxes of the Union government between the Union and the States 
(commonly referred to as vertical devolution) 

• Further the allocation between the States of the respective shares of such proceeds 
(commonly known as horizontal devolution). 

  

Fifteenth Finance Commission: 
• The Finance Commission is a Constitutional body that is at the centre of fiscal 

federalism.  

• It is constituted under Article 280 of the Constitution. 
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• The major responsibilities  are to evaluate the state of finances of the Union and 
State Governments ,  recommend the sharing of taxes between , decide  the 
principles of determining the distribution of these taxes among States.  

• Its working is characterised by extensive and intensive consultations with several 
levels strengthening the principle of cooperative federalism.  

• The Fifteenth Finance Commission was constituted on 27 November 2017 when the  
Planning Commission was abolished  (with it also the distinction between Plan and 
non-Plan expenditure) and the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST), 
which has fundamentally redefined federal fiscal relations. 

 

2. Legislative Council  
Context: 

Andhra Pradesh assembly has recently passed a bill of abolishing it's legislative 
council. Legislative council was set up in Andhra Pradesh in 1958 and it was abolished 
in 1985. After that in 2007 the state again restored the council 

  

Arguments in favour of the move 
• Reduction in efficiency of government due to delay in decision making 

• Acts as a backdoor entry for those candidate of ruling party who can't win in an fair 
election 

• Only 6 out of 28 states have councils. 

 
Arguments against : 

• Keeps Check on decision taken by the legislative assembly 

• Provides stability as a second house for state 

• Genuine people whose opinion should be concern but they can't win the election get 
nominated sometimes 

  

For Prelims: 
• Article 169- parliament can create or abolished a legislative council in a state by it's 

simple majority and special majority of legislative assembly of the state concerned 

• Article 171(1)- Total number of members of the legislative council of state should not 
exceed one third of the total number of members of the concerned state's legislative 
assembly and 40 or more members are required (i.e. only the states with more than 
120 Assembly seats can have the legislative council) 

• States with legislative councils 
1. Maharashtra 
2. Karnataka 
3. Telangana 
4. Uttar Pradesh 
5. Bihar 
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ECONOMY & AGRONOMY 
 

1. Financial Responsibility and Budget Management 

Act, 2003 
Context:  

Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act was enacted in 2003 which 
set targets for government to reduce the fiscal deficit. It was enacted to give legal 
backing to fiscal discipline to be institutionalised in country. Recently, while 
presenting budget finance minister deferred the target set for reduction of fiscal 
deficit from 3.3% of GDP in the previous budget to 3.8%. Also the target for next year 
was brought to 3.5% from previously set 3% of GDP. 

  

Objectives of FRBM Act 
• To introduce transparent institutional mechanism for controlling fiscal deficit 
• To introduce a equitable and manageable distribution of country's debt over the years  
• To give space for RBI for managing monetary policy 
• To aim for fiscal stability in long run 

  

FRBM Act since its enaction 
• The act was passed on August 26, 2003 and was brought into effect from July 5, 2004. 

The initial targets were to eliminate revenue deficit by 2008-09 (minimum annual 
reduction target of 0.5% of GDP) and reduce the fiscal deficit to 3% of GDP by 2008-
09. However, due to global financial crises the fiscal targets were postponed to give 
fiscal stimulus to economy. 

• In 2012 and again in 2015, while presenting budget, the government amended the act 
by postponing the targets to 2015 and 2018 respectively. The government also 
introduced the concept of Effective Revenue Deficit which excludes the expenditure 
occurred for creation of capital assets (e.g. Grants to States) from revenue deficit. 

• In 2016, government had constituted committee to review the FRBM Act under the 
chairmanship of NK Singh.  

Recommendations of  NK Singh committee 
▪ The government should reduce fiscal deficit to 3% of GDP by March 2020, 

subsequently to 2.8% & 2.5% by 2021 & 2023 respectively with minimum 
annual reduction of 0.3% of GDP. 

▪ Debt to GDP ratio should be 60% with a 40% limit for the centre and 20% 
limit for the states. 

▪ Revenue deficit should be reduced to 0.8% by March, 2023 with minimum 
annual reduction of 0.5%. 

▪  it has also suggested the insertion of escape Clause under which the central 
government can flexibly follow fiscal deficit target during special 
circumstances. 
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• In 2018 government stopped targeting the revenue deficit and narrower effective 
revenue deficit. It also postponed targets. 

• On February 1st, 2020, while presenting budget, Finance minister allowed fiscal deficit 
to go up to 3.8% for current financial year, compared with 3.3% projected in previous 
budget. She cited section 4 (2) of FRBM Act for deviation. 

  

Escape Clause:  

In 2018, FRBM Act was amended by inserting subsection 2 in section 4. The section 4 (2) 
allows government to relax the fiscal deficit target. Also, the section 4 (3) allows the 
deviation up to 0.5% of GDP. The finance minister stated in the budget speech of this year 
that deviation in targets announced is consistent with the section 4(3)  of FRBM Act. 
  

Conclusion: 
India has adopted fiscal rules for more than a decade but they were not generally followed 
by successive governments. The important question here is whether there is need for stiff 
rules. In the changing circumstances in economy, there is need of constant and regular 
review of the fiscal policy and targets contained in the FRBM Act. There is also need to 
ensure robust forecasting of fiscal and monetary indicators, a strong focus on fiscal 
prudence, assessment of the productivity of government's expenditure etc. 
  
  
 

2. Air India Disinvestment: New Offer & Implications 
Context:  

In previous attempt to disinvest it's stake in Air India, government could not attract a 
single bidder. The government has now changed terms of sale to attract the potential 
bidders. 

  

What is new offer? 
• The government is now putting 100% of its equity in airline on block. In last offer it was 

76%. 
• Like last offer, low cost arm Air India Express and 50% stake in ground handling joint-

venture of  Air India-SATS are also up for the sale.  
• It also relaxed the criteria of minimum net worth for bidders to ₹3500 crore from 

₹5000 crore. Also, the bidding consortium members can have as low a stake as 10%. 
• The working capital and other non-aircraft debt will be retained by government while 

debt related to aircrafts sold will be paid by buyer. This implies buyer will have to take 
₹23,286 crore of debt out of ₹60,074 crore. It was ₹33,392 crore last time. 

• Buyers will not be allowed to change the brand name. 
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What are implications for investors, consumers and employees? 
 
Investor: 
The new investor will get following things 
• 50.64% market share in international traffic among Indian carriers. 
• slots and landing rights at airports such as at Delhi, Mumbai, London, New York, 

Chicago, Paris etc.  
• 121 aircrafts belonging to airline 
• It will get hold of ground-handling firm  AI-SATS which gives services like passenger and 

baggage handling, aircraft interior cleaning, load control and flight operations, ramp 
handling and cargo handling services for general, perishable, trans-shipment, express 
courier and special Cargo at Bengaluru, Mangaluru, Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad 
and Delhi airports. 

• It will get airline's logos of flying swan, maharaja etc. 
  
Consumers: 
• Sale of Air India to private player would lead to pruning of operations so that airline 

would become profitable. This would lead to ceasing operations on loss-making routes 
which will lead to rise in fares. 

• Cutting certain routes could also impact consumers in terms of unique offerings by Air 
India, such as higher baggage allowance, etc. 

  
Employees: 
• Air India's bloated staff strength was also one of the reasons for failure of 

disinvestment process in last attempt. It has 17,984 employees, of which 9,617 are 
permanent staff. Of permanent staff 36% are going to retire in next 5 years. Whether 
employees will be retained by the new investor is not clear. Government will provide 
clearity in request-for-proposal stage, which come after expression of interest are 
recieved. However, new buyer is required to transfer 3% of stake to permanent staff as 
per airlines ESOP (employees stock ownership plan). 

  

 

3. India's Palm Oil Imports 

Context:  

India has cut import duty on crude palm oil (CPO) and refined, bleached and 
deodorised (RBD) palm oil. At the same time, it has also shifted RBD oil from the 
“free” list into the “restricted” list of imports. 

Palm oil 
  
• It’s an edible vegetable oil that comes from the fruit of oil palm trees. Also called as 

Elaeis guineensis, the oil palm, originated in West Africa. 
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• Two types of oil can be produced; crude palm oil comes from squeezing the fleshy 
fruit, and palm kernel oil which comes from crushing the kernel or the stone in the 
middle of the fruit.   

• It is semi-solid at room temperature so can be used in spreadable; it is resistant to 
oxidation and so can give products a longer shelf-life; it’s stable at high temperatures 
and so helps to give fried products a crispy and crunchy texture; it’s also odourless 
and colourless so doesn’t alter the look or smell of food products. It is the main 
ingredient in Vanaspati (hydrogenated vegetable oil). 

• Issues 

o Saturated fats: However, palm oil, which is 50% saturated, has a more favourable 
fatty acid composition than palm kernel oil and coconut oil, which are more than 
85% saturated. 

o Major driver of deforestation of some of the world’s most biodiverse forests: It 
destroys the habitat of already endangered species like the Orangutan, pygmy 
elephant and Sumatran rhino. 

o Conversion of carbon rich peat soils, coupled with the forest loss, are throwing 
out millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere and contributing 
to climate change. 

o Exploitation of workers and child labour 

 
 

•  Video link :https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvKgnRPThKI  

 

Indian imports: 

• Commerce Ministry data shows India imported $10 billion worth of vegetable oil in 
2019-20, making it the country’s fifth most valuable import. Out of which, CPO 
accounted for 64.15 lakh metric tonnes, along with 23.9 lakh metric tonnes of RBD. A 
bulk of this palm oil import was from Indonesia (as shown in the image).  

 
• The other top imported commodities include mineral oil ($141 bn), gold ($32 bn), coal 

($26 bn), and telecom instruments such as cell phones ($17 bn). 
• India's total vegetable oil imports declined to 11.28 lakh tonne in December 2019, 

where the imported palm oils too declined by 8.64 per cent. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvKgnRPThKI
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• India imports a small quantity of crude soft oil, including soybean oil from Argentina. 
Sunflower oil is imported from Ukraine and Russia. 

  

Why are there different provisions for the two types of crude oils? 

• Palm oil is the cheapest edible oil available naturally, yet it is not used in Indian homes. 
• 'Crude' Palm Oil, as the name suggests contains fatty acids, gums and wax-like 

substances, and therefore needs to be processed further to neutralize the acids and 
filter out the other substances. This process increases the value of a barrel of crude oil 
by about 4%. Additionally, there are costs to transporting the crude oil. Therefore, it 
becomes more cost-effective to import the refined oil, and the amount of CPO 
imported is relatively lesser. 

• However, the refining industry in India has been demanding that the import duty on 
refined oil be increased, which would make importing crude oil cheaper than importing 
refined oil. This decision will thus restrict imports of refined oil and will benefit refiners 
as they can process the CPO here in India. 

• As per the restrictions on RBD, the prices of refined palm oil have increased. If prices 
continue to hold, farmers will get a better realisation for their crop. But the timeframe 
over which the changes in import policy will have an effect on domestic crop is fairly 
long, since palm trees take over four years to produce a yield. Also, if the demand is 
met entirely by importing and refining CPO, farmers will be left out of the picture. 

  

Was the decision politically motivated? 

• According to a Reuters report in January, India had restricted imports of refined palm 
oil and asked importers to avoid purchases from Malaysia after its criticism of India’s 
actions in Kashmir and a new citizenship law. 

• However, the import of RBD palm oil has been restricted, not banned — and this is 
from all countries, not just Malaysia; while CPO can still be imported freely.  

   

Why is Malaysia upset? 

• 85% of the world’s palm oil is produced by Indonesia and Malaysia together, with India 
being a player amongst their biggest buyers. 

• While both the countries refine their palm oil, Malaysia’s refining capacity equals its 
production capacity. Thus, the restrictions on RBD would disturb their export regime. 

• Indonesia, on the other hand, can supply CPO, which would allow India to utilise its full 
refining capacity. 

• Also, Malaysia and India signed a free trade agreement — Malaysia-India 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement — in February 2011, under which 
India was required to reduce import duty on palm oil. 

• To make up for the potential loss of its largest market (India bought over 23% of all 
CPO produced by Malaysia in 2019), Malaysia has been trying to sell more to Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Myanmar, Vietnam, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria and Jordan. 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. Reintroduction of Cheetahs 
Context: 

On 28th January Supreme Court permitted the reintroduction of African Cheetah in 
Indian Forest at locations suitable for its habitat 
  

 
  

Key points: 
• • IUCN Status of Asiatic Cheetah is already 'Critically Endangered' it is now    present 

only in Iran 

• Cheetah is extinct in India 

• Reintroduction project for Cheetah was first formulated in 2009 

• In 2013 Supreme Court had rejected this project because of simultaneous talks of 
introducing Asiatic lion in Madhya Pradesh were going on 

• Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary(Madhya Pradesh) will host the first batch of African 
Cheetahs from Namibia 

  

Habitat for Cheetah: 
• Cheetahs can live comfortably in Savanna, Grassland or dry forest to survive 

• Cheetahs need lot of water for their survival 

• Abundance of prey like deer, blackbuck and feral cattle is also necessary 

 
  

2. Ten more Ramsar wetlands in India  

Context:  

The Ramsar Convention has declared 10 wetland sites from India as sites of 
'international importance', in addition to the existing 27 sites. As tweeted by the 
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Union Environment Minister, Prakash Javadekar, it is a major recognition of India’s 
efforts towards conservation, restoration and rejuvenation of its wetlands. 

  

Background:  

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change had prepared a four pronged 
strategy for the restoration of wetlands. It includes preparing a baseline data, 
wetland health cards, enlisting wetland Mitras and preparing targeted Integrated 
Management Plans. 

  

Key highlights:  

• The total number of Ramsar wetlands in India are now 37 & the surface area covered 
by these sites is 1,067,939 hectares. 

• Maharashtra gets its first Ramsar site (Nandur Madhameshwar). 
• Punjab which already had 3 Ramsar sites adds 3 more (Keshopur-Miani, Beas 

Conservation Reserve and Nangal). 
• Uttar Pradesh with 1 Ramsar site has added 6 more (Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman, 

Samaspur, Sandi and SarsaiNawar). 
  

Ramsar Convention 
  
• It was signed on February 2, 1971 and since then this date is celebrated as "World 

Wetlands Day". It is the world's largest network of protected areas 

• According to the Convention, wetlands include marshes, floodplains, rivers and lakes, 
mangroves, coral reefs and other marine areas no deeper than 6 metres at low tide, 
as well as human-made wetlands such as waste-water treatment ponds and 
reservoirs. 

• Wetlands are selected on account of their significance in terms of ecology, botany, 
zoology, limnology or hydrology. Recognition of sites embodies the government’s 
commitment, while also including various measures to respond to threats to the 
ecological character of Site. 

• There are currently over 2,300 Ramsar Sites around the world, covering over 2.1 
million square km. 

• Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites maintained as a part of 'Wetlands of 
International Importance' where changes in ecological character have occurred, are 
occurring, or are likely to occur as a result of technological developments, pollution or 
other human interference. Indian sites on the record include Keolade National Park-
Rajasthan, Loktak Lake – Manipur. 

  

Wetlands in India: 

• India has a total of 7,57,060 wetlands, covering 1.6 crore hectares or 4.5% of its land 
area. 
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• Wetlands in India are regulated under the 'Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 
Rules, 2017'; according to which there are state-level regulatory bodies and a National 
Wetland Committee, which functions in an advisory role. Changes to the 2010 Rules 
removed some items from the definition of “wetlands” including backwaters, lagoon, 
creeks, and estuaries. It also delegated major functions to the States. 

• In October 2017, the Supreme Court expressed concern over the disappearance of 
wetlands, and its effect on agriculture among many other things. 

  

Importance of Wetlands 

• Wetlands are extremely important for both aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity. These 
spots also support living organisms that aren’t found in any of the other ecosystems.  
The IPBES (Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 
Services) the global assessment identified wetlands as the most threatened ecosystem. 
According to UNESCO, this accounts for 40% of the world’s plant and animal species 
that live or breed in wetlands. 

• They provide a wide range of important resources and ecosystem services such as 
food, water, fibre, groundwater recharge, water purification, flood moderation, 
erosion control and climate regulation. 

• They are, in fact, are a major source of our freshwater supply since wetlands help soak 
rainfall and recharge groundwater. Thus, this move will also further the cause of the 
'Nal se Jal' scheme, which aims to provide piped water connection to every household 
by 2024. 

• As per the Wetlands Day official website, Thirty per cent of land-based carbon is stored 
in peatland; one billion people depend on wetlands for their livelihoods; and wetlands 
provide $47 trillion in essential services annually. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

1. Locust attacks  
Context: 

• Pakistan is facing a bad locust attack and has declared national emergency to tackle 
the insects that are  destroying crops on a large scale in Punjab province which is 
the country's main region for agricultural production. This is amongst worst attack 
on decades. 

• Somalia has also recently declared locusts emergency and in India Rajasthan and 
Gujarat are facing problems. 

• The Locust Warning Organisation (LWO) in Jodhpur had also predicted its trajectory 
- crossing the international border from Pakistan and entering India via Rajasthan. 

 

What are locust attacks? 
• Locusts are a type  of short-horned grasshoppers that multiply exponentially as they 

migrate long distances in destructive swarms , this migration can be up to 150km a 
day. 

• These  swarms cause massive destruction as they feed on leaves, flowers, fruits, 
seeds, bark and growing points of plants . Their weight on descending in large 
numbers also destroys plants. 

• The desert locust is considered the most destructive pest in India as well as 
internationally, with a small swarm that covers up to  one square kilometre and are 
able to consume the same amount of food in one day as 35,000 people. 

  

International spread of these attacks:  
• The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) has  identified three hotspots of 

threatening locust activity , where the situation is “extremely alarming” — the Horn 
of Africa, the Red Sea area, and southwest Asia. 

• And the spread to Western Asian nations is said to have come from Pakistan. 
  

Effects of the attack and the mitigation efforts:  
• The locusts attacks are severe threat to food security of the nation and also globally 

, these attacks are not efficiently managed and as the last minute protection 
nations have resolved to heavy pesticide treatment. 

• Theses lethal pesticide and insecticide have long term destructive effects on the 
environment. 

• Lethal pesticides used to counter locust swarms invading the Indian side of the Thar 
desert will irrevocablly harm the fragile desert ecology. 

• These will eventually leech into the desert’s waterbodies and also contaminate the 
next crop. And this will definitely lead to death of migratory birds  and other  
polinators . 
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• Crops of mustard, cumin and wheat have been devastated in the two states, 
affecting lakhs of farmers. Destruction of food crops is the worst and can adversely 
affect the nation and economy. 
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HISTORY, ART & CULTURE 
 

1.Vakataka dynasty   
Context:  

Recently excavated site at Nagardhan near Nagpur in central India have brought new 
clarity on the life, religious and trade practices of Vakataka dynasty. 

  

Significance  of archaeological excavation at Nagardhan: 
• Nagardhan was understood as the capital of the Vakataka Kingdom. 

•  Recent finding excavation reveals the type of houses, places of rules, coins and 
sealings they use.  

• The oval shape sealing found at site belongs to Chief queen Prabhavatigupta. On the 
seal, her name is written in Brahmi script.  

• It depicts Vaishnava affiliation that Gupta held. Therefore it shows the powerful 
position held by the queen Prabhavatigupta. 

  

More about the Vakataka Dynasty: 
• Vakataka was Shaivite rulers of Central India between the third and fifth centuries.  

• Vakataka rulers were known for their several matrimonial alliances with other 
dynasties.  

• In which, queen Prabhavatigupta was one of the key alliance with Gupta dynasty, 
which was then ruling north India. 

• Queen Prabhavatigupta was  granddaughter of Samudragupta and her father was 
Chandragupta II. Prabhavatigupta was wife of king Rudrasena  II, after his death she 
became powerful women of Vakataka dynasty until her son  Pravarasena II 
succeeded. 

• The researchers believe that the practice of worshipping Narasimha in Maharashtra 
emerged from Ramtek and that Queen Prabhavatigupta had a pivotal role in the 
propagation of Vaishnava practices in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. 

 


