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1. RCEP 7th Ministerial Meeting 

 Context :  

7th ministerial meeting of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership was held at 

Bangkok,Thailand between 8-10 September. Along with the 7th RCEP 16th ASEAN-

India Economic Ministers(AEM) meeting was also conducted on same days.All 10 

ASEAN members and countries who have Free Trade Agreement (FTA) were present at 

the meeting. 

  

What is RCEP? 

It’s a free trade agreement between 10 members of ASEAN and their 6 FTA counterparts 

(China, India, New Zealand, Japan, South Korea and Australia). It is aimed at 

Liberalisation of investment norms and boosting trade relations by eliminating tariff, 

non-tariff barriers.  

Importance of RCEP- If signed successfully RCEP will become biggest international 

FTA. It will have 16 nations in an agreement, the combined GDP of all of these nations 

is $50 trillion with population of 3.5 billion people. China and India together contribute 

biggest share in terms of market size. India’s bilateral trade with ASEAN currently 

accounts to $96.7 billion. India is ASEAN’s 6th largest trade partner at present. 

  

Why India should join RCEP? 

To make its export competitive in terms of price in ASEAN and other 6 countries India 

needs to sign this agreement. If India misses out on RCEP market then because of 

export loss foreign exchange shortage can occur which in turn lead to depreciation of 

rupee. 

Geographically India has greater and easier access to ASEAN region than China provided 

the roadways and waterways are well developed between south Asian countries and 

India. 



Market access for India will increase after signing the agreement. India has well developed 

and growing service sector. Eg. Pharmaceutical sector of India.  

Strategic and Geopolitical interest of India will be secured in the region if we have good 

trade relations with ASEAN. 

India’s Concerns : 

China artificially keeps the value of her currency lower to suit her exports. India already 

has massive Trade deficit with China.  

RCEP countries are demanding more access to Indian market and low custom duties than 

Present. 

 

Way Ahead : 

India should negotiate a different trade policy for China given its huge trade deficit with it. 

India should focus on building transport infrastructure between India and South Asian 

countries. 

India needs to take efforts to stop the Artificial devaluation of China’s currency  

China imports $25 billions of pharmaceutical products but currently india’s share is only 

$200 million. Which can increase. 

There is a need of educating exporters about the utilisation of FTA. Utilisation rate of trade 

deals by Indian exporters is very low (between 5 and 25 per cent). Companies also have 

not taken advantage of the deals either due to lack of knowledge or effort, or due to the 

“comfort of a protected domestic market”. 

2. Drone Attack on Saudi Aramco  

Context: 

 Yemen’s Shia Houthi terror group attack Saudi Arabia’s state owned crude oil 

company with Drones. Houthi rebels are at war with Saudi-UAE led coalition since 2015. 

 

Global Impact : 

Saudi Arabia supplies 10% of global crude oil which makes it world’s largest crude oil 

exporter. Because of the attack Crude Oil prices are expected to grow till $75 per barrel. 

The attack has disturbed the production of nearly 6 million barrels of crude oil per day, 

which accounts for 6% of global production. 

Due to uncertain political environment in middle East traders are going to maintain some 

security premium to escape volatility of market. 

Other Global supplier like Nigeria and Venezuela are internally disturbed because of 

Political and economic crisis. 

 

India’s Concerns : 



India imports 80% of the crude it uses. Saudi Arabia is the biggest exporter of 

India(17%)after Iraq. 

Due to US sanctions it is hard for India to get Crude oil from Iraq on demand. 

The value of rupee will further weaken because the rise in oil prices means rise in dollar 

terms that in turn means India needs to buy more dollars for the same amount of crude 

oil which it bought before the attack on Saudi Aramco. 

Automobile sector of India is already facing a slowdown. Expensive crude oil will impact 

Automobile and related industries adversely. 

Every dollar increase in oil prices rises the import bill by ₹10,700 annually . 

 

About Houthi Rebels :  

Due to internal constitutional issue zaidi shia Muslims surrounded the president Hadi’s 

palace at Yemen’s capital Sanna. 

On being requested by President Hadi Saudi Arabia-UAE military coalition intervene in the 

matter in 2015. Since then a civil war in Yemen began between Houthi rebels and Hari 

government. The Hari government is backed by Saudi while the Houthi rebels are 

supported by Iraq. 

For more information do watch :- https://youtu.be/7VGo92WWeJ4 

  

 3. India and Nepal opens South Asia’s first cross-border oil 

pipeline 

 Context :  

Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Nepal counterpart KP Sharma Oli jointly 

inaugurated South Asia’s first cross-border petroleum products pipeline from Motihari 

(in Bihar) in India to Amlekhgunj in Nepal through video conference. 

 

Aim :  

To cement India-Nepal ties in the face of major inroads made by China into the Himalayan 

nation. 

To repair the trust deficit between the two countries due to an economic blockade 

seemingly imposed by India in 2015 to persuade Nepal to change some provisions in its 

new constitution. 

 

About Project : 

The 69 km pipeline will transport fuel from Barauni in Bihar to Amlekhgunj in Nepal.  

This new pipeline is the first cross-border petroleum products pipeline in South Asia. 

The development comes against the backdrop of recent plans for a rail link between Nepal 

and China cutting through the Himalayas. 

It will provide cleaner petroleum products at an affordable cost to people of Nepal.  



The Motihari-Amlekhgunj oil pipeline project was first proposed in 1996.  

The project was put back on the agenda during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 

Kathmandu in 2014. The two governments had signed an agreement to execute the 

project in August 2015.  

Construction had begun in April 2018. Construction of the pipeline was undertaken by 

Indian Oil Corp. Ltd (IOCL), India’s largest refiner, with an investment of over 324 

crore, in collaboration with Nepal Oil Corp. Ltd (NOCL).  

The pipeline can carry up to 2 million metric tonnes of petroleum products each year. 

In the first phase, the pipeline will be used to supply diesel from India. Nepalese 

government has made necessary arrangement for Nepal Army to provide security to 

pipeline on their side of border. 

  

Significance 

The pipeline reiterates India’s commitment to support development of Nepal according to 

priorities of neighboring country.  

It is one of the best examples of connectivity in terms of trade and transit and 

infrastructure. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: 

 

1. African Swine Fever (ASF) – 
Context : 

ASF outbreak has been sweeping through swine populations in China, leading to massive 

mass cullings and a subsequent increase in the price of the country’s favourite protein.  

  

Background : 

The African Swine Fever has spread in other Asian countries also including Philippines in 

recent time. 

  

What is ASF virus? 

It is a large, double-stranded DNA virus in the Asfarviridae family. It is the causative agent 

of African swine fever (ASF).  

The virus causes a hemorrhagic fever with high mortality rates in domestic pigs; some 

isolates can cause death of animals as quickly as a week after infection.  

It persistently infects its natural hosts, warthogs, bushpigs, and soft ticks of the genus 

Ornithodoros, which likely act as a vector, with no disease signs.  

It does not cause disease in humans. 



ASFV is endemic to sub-Saharan Africa and exists in the wild through a cycle of infection 

between ticks and wild pigs, bush-pigs, and warthogs. 

The disease was first described after European settlers brought pigs into areas endemic 

with ASFV and, as such, is an example of an ‘emerging infectious disease’. 

ASFV replicates in the cytoplasm of infected cells. It is the only known virus with a 

double-stranded DNA genome to be transmitted by arthropods. 

According to the FAO, “it is extremely high potential for transboundary spread has placed 

all the countries in the region in danger and has raised the spectre of ASF once more 

escaping from Africa. It is a disease of growing strategic importance for global food 

security and household income”. 

 

 

 

 

2. Global Antimicrobial Resistance Research and Development Hub 



Context : 

 India joins the global research hub on antimicrobial resistance(AMR). 

About the Hub: 

It was launched during the 71st session of the World Health Assembly in 2018. It is aimed 

at helping countries decide the allocation of resources for research and development 

(R&D) on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) by identifying gaps and overlaps. 

 It will also promote coordination among governments in the fight against AMR. 

The global partnership now includes 16 countries, the European Commission, two 

philanthropic foundations and four international organisations (as observers). 

Its headquarter is at Berlin, Germany.  

 What is Antimicrobial Resistance? 

Antibiotics are medicines used to prevent and treat bacterial infections. Antibiotic 

resistance occurs when bacteria change in response to the use of these medicines. 

Bacteria, not humans or animals, become antibiotic-resistant. These bacteria may infect 

humans and animals, and the infections they cause are harder to treat than those caused 

by non-resistant bacteria. 

Antibiotic resistance leads to higher medical costs, prolonged hospital stays, and increased 

mortality. 

Globally, more than 7 lakh people die from AMR infections and the number is expected to 

spike to more than 10 million deaths each year, if proper action is not taken, according 

to the World Health Organization. 

 

Threat to India : 

India is the largest consumer of antibiotics and also is among the countries having highest 

bacterial disease burden in the world. 

The polluted stretches of river Ganga contain microbes that may promote antibiotic 

resistance. 

A growing number of infections – such as pneumonia, tuberculosis, gonorrhoea, and 

salmonellosis – are becoming harder to treat as the antibiotics used to treat them become 

less effective. 

  

 3. Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR) Policy 

Context: 

India is going to be possibly the first country in the world to implement a Scientific Social 

Responsibility (SSR) Policy on the lines of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to 

encourage science and technology (S&T) institutions and individual scientists in the 



country to proactively engage in science outreach activities to connect science with the 

society. 

 

Need of the policy: 

The new India with its vibrant young populace is a country of ambition and aspiration, 

requiring a renewed emphasis on the integration of S&T with society at both the 

institutional and individual levels.  

Since the impact of S&T on society is often difficult to quantify, the people’s 

representatives and the masses at large are uncertain about how the investments on S&T 

benefit society. Therefore, an institutional mechanism through SSR policy, facilitating 

easy access to resources and knowledge, would be a significant step in the right 

direction.  

This will have far reaching implications for the new initiatives such as Transformation of 

Aspirational Districts, Make in India, Swachh Bharat and Digital India, leading to 

inclusive growth and development.  

SSR would inculcate moral responsibility amongst scientific community which may trigger 

social entrepreneurship and start-ups impacting S&T ecosystem and society. This policy 

would strengthen the existing efforts of institutions in an organised and sustainable 

manner. 

Aim of the policy: 

The policy aims to harness latent potential of the scientific community for strengthening 

linkages between science and society, and for making S&T ecosystem vibrant.  

It is aimed at developing a mechanism for ensuring access to scientific knowledge, 

transferring benefits of science to meet societal needs, promoting collaborations to 

identify problems and develop solutions. 

 

 Implementation:  

A draft of the new policy has been made available by the Department of Science and 

Technology (DST) on its website for public comments. 

This draft policy builds upon traditions of earlier policies (Scientific Policy Resolution 

1958, Technology Policy Statement 1983, Science and Technology Policy 2003 and 

Science Technology and Innovation Policy 2013) while proposing more pragmatic 

provisions to make institutions and individual scientists socially responsible. 

 

Highlight of the policy:  



Under the proposed policy, individual scientists or knowledge workers will be required to 

devote at least 10 person-days of SSR per year for exchanging scientific knowledge to 

society. 

It also recognizes the need to provide incentives for outreach activities with necessary 

budgetary support.  

It has also been proposed to give credit to knowledge workers/scientists for individual SSR 

activities in their annual performance appraisal and evaluation.  

No institution would be allowed to outsource or sub-contract their SSR activities and 

projects. 

When most research is being done by using taxpayers’ money, the scientific establishment 

has an ethical obligation of “giving back” to the society.  

“SSR is not only about scientific impact upon society but also about the social impact upon 

science. SSR would therefore strengthen the knowledge ecosystem and bring 

efficiencies in harnessing science for the benefit of society,” says the draft policy. 

The draft defines SSR as “the ethical obligation of knowledge workers in all fields of 

science and technology to voluntarily contribute their knowledge and resources to 

the widest spectrum of stakeholders in society, in a spirit of service and conscious 

reciprocity”.  

A central agency will be established at DST to implement the SSR. Other ministries would 

also be encouraged to make their own plans to implement SSR as per their mandate. 

For implementation of the policy, a national portal will be developed up to capture societal 

needs requiring scientific interventions and as a platform for implementers and for 

reporting SSR activities. 

  

Benefits : 

 SSR has the potential to bring scientific and innovative solutions to societal problems, 

especially marginalized sections of society, thereby transforming the country. Some of the 

envisioned benefits of SSR include: 

Expanding the domain of science and its benefits to the community. Encouraging students 

into science through handholding and nurturing their interest. 

Creating an opportunity for cooperation and sharing of S&T resources in laboratories with 

other researchers in universities and colleges. 

Providing training for skill development and upgrading scientific knowledge. 

Helping MSMEs, Startups and informal sector enterprises in increasing their overall 

productivity. 

Facilitating scientific intervention in rural innovation. 

Empowering women, disadvantaged and weaker sections society through scientific 

intervention. 



Identification of best practices and success models on SSR for replication with multiplier 

effect in the country. 

Facilitating actions towards addressing Technology Vision 2035 Prerogatives and 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the country such as water, ecology, health 

and livelihood. 

 Conclusion : 

The policy envisages strengthening science-society linkages in an organic manner by 

building synergy among all the stakeholders so as to usher in a cultural change in the 

conduct of science for the benefit of society at large in the country. 

 

4. National Animal Disease Control Program (NADCP) : 

Context : 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to launch the National Animal Disease 

Control Programme (NADCP) for eradicating the foot and mouth disease and 

brucellosis in livestock . Also a simultaneous launch of the nationwide workshops in 

Krishi Vigyan Kendras in all Districts of the country on the topic of vaccination, disease 

management, artificial insemination and productivity is also set . 

Aim: 

The programme aims at vaccinating over 500 million livestock including cattle, buffalo, 

sheep, goats and pigs against the FMD. The programme also aims at vaccinating 36 

million female bovine calves annually in its fight against the brucellosis disease. 

To control the livestock diseases by 2025, and eradicate them by 2030. 

Aid in the doubling farmers income program. 

 

Importance of the program: 

Animal Husbandry and other allied activities have a greater role to play in increasing 

the farmers’ income. Investments in Animal care will bring future benefits. 

 

National artificial insemination program : 

Artificial insemination is a method of bringing about impregnation in female breeds. It 

prevents the spread of certain diseases which are genetic in nature, thereby enhancing 

the efficiency of the breed. 

 

Krishi Vigyan Kendras: 

KVK is an integral part of the National Agricultural Research System 

(NARS), which aims technology and scientifically aided agriculture. KVKs have been 



functioning as Knowledge and resource centre of agriculture and improve agricultural 

economy. The KVK is 100% government funded. 

 

ECONOMY 

1.  Next Round of Economic Reforms 

Context : 

On 14th September 2019, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the third round of 

stimulus measures for the economy. The focus this time has been on helping out the 

underperforming export and real estate sectors through gradual fiscal transformation. It has 

been a ₹70,000 crore worth of package. 

 

 

Background : 

 The previous two rounds of the stimulus plan over the last few weeks, focused 

primarily on reviving the automobile sector, boosting the confidence of foreign investors 

who were spooked by the Budget announcements in July, and improving the health of 

dangerously fragile state-owned banks by doing everything short of privatising them. 

Details of the announcement : 

Housing sector : 



A special fund was set up to provide last-mile funding for housing projects that are not 

categorised as non-performing assets and are not undergoing National Company Law 

Tribunal proceedings. 

  It is aimed to focus on construction of unfinished units. 

  The government would contribute ₹10,000 crore and the other investors would 

contribute “roughly the same amount”. 

  NIIF, LIC to invest in the stress fund for the industry 

  The fund is to be professionally run with experts from housing and banking sectors. 

To encourage government servants to buy new houses, the interest rate on housing building 

advance will be lowered and linked with the 10 Year Government Security yields. 

The External Commercial Borrowing (ECB) guidelines will be relaxed to help Indian real estate 

companies to tap funds from abroad. 

 

Boosting exports : 

To incentivise exports: 

  Scheme for Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RoDTEP) will be 

replacing the current Merchandise Exports from India Scheme (MEIS). 

   The announcement by the Finance Minister comes in the backdrop of India’s 

merchandise exports declining by 6.05 per cent to USD 26.13 billion in August from 

the same month in 2018. 

  It plans to give the traders rewards so as to balance the duties they pay to export their 

products. 

  The present reward rates vary between 2% to 7%. The new scheme would further 

incentivise the transactions on the basis of the actual duty paid. 

  Textiles and all other sectors will transit into RoDTEP from January 1, 2020 

   The revenue foregone is projected at up to ₹50,000 crore per year. 

 

To free up working capital: 

  There will be a fully electronic refund route for input tax credits (ITC) in GST. It will 

allow quick and automated refund of input tax credits. 

 

To increase bank credit : 

  The Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) will be expanding the scope of its 

Export Credit Insurance Scheme. 

It will provide a higher insurance cover to banks that are lending working capital for 

exports. 

It will also enable reduction in overall cost of export credit including interest rates 

especially for MSMEs 

At present banks are covered for 60% of what they lend to exporters for working capital, 

this will be increased to 90%. 



  Simultaneously, the Reserve Bank of India is also looking into modifying the priority 

sector lending norms for the export sector to release an additional ₹36,000 crore to 

₹68,000 crore as export credit. 

 

To make the sector more efficient and globally competitive : 

  The entire process of export clearances will be digitised and all offline or manual 

processes will be eliminated to reduce the ‘time to export’. 

  Further, an action plan to reduce turn-around time in airports and ports benchmarked 

to international standards will be implemented by December 2019. 

  The government also plans a Free Trade Agreement utilisation mission and to work 

with the exporters to help them best exploit the advantages of the various free trade 

agreements India has signed with other countries. 

  It will also launch origin management system to improve ease of doing business for 

exporters. 

  It aims to increase the testing and certification infrastructure in India, and enforce the 

time-bound adoption of all necessary mandatory technical standards by the industries. 

The Finance Minister added that India will now have its own version of an annual shopping 

festival on the lines of the one hosted by Dubai. It is likely to begin from March 2020, 

to be held in four Indian cities and the focus areas would include gems and jewellery, 

handicraft/yoga/tourism, textiles and leather. 

Revenue Foregone : 

The revenue forgone is also referred to as tax expenditure or indirect subsidy 

to taxpayers. “The tax policy provides specific tax incentives which give rise to 

tax preferences. Such preferences have a definite revenue impact and can also be 

viewed as an indirect subsidy to preferred taxpayers, also referred to as ‘tax 

expenditures’." 

 

Way forward : 

 These measures combined with a looser monetary policy stance adopted by the RBI 

will boost spending and revive growth. However, without enacting any major supply-side 

reforms like land and labour reforms that can raise potential growth, it is also hard to see 

how greater spending can raise growth for very long. 

Sources: The Hindu, Economic Times 

ENVIRONMENT 

1. Basel Ban Amendment 

Context : 



 On September 6, 2019 Croatia became the 97th country to ratify the ban on 

transboundary movement of hazardous waste. This satisfies the condition of necessary 

ratification by 3/4th of the parties that were present and voting on the amendment in 1995. 

The agreement will now become a new article in the Basel Convention and will enter into 

force for the 97 countries after 90 days -- December 5th, 2019. Thus, the law to end “toxic 

colonialism” will come into force. 

Background : 

 The Ban Amendment had been stalled for all these years due to uncertainty over how 

to interpret the Convention. 

 At the same time, China had already enacted their ‘National Sword’ Policy to 

regulate the import of solid wastes as raw materials. It will have a major impact on global 

waste management since China processes 55 percent of the world’s scrap paper and is the 

leading destination for other recyclable materials. 

Scope of the problem : 

Countries like the US, Canada, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea, Russia, India, 

Brazil, and Mexico are yet to ratify the ban. 

US produces the most waste per-capita but has failed to ratify the Basel Convention. 

Nearly, 40 per cent of e-waste delivered to US recyclers is exported to Asian and 

African countries. According to BAN, this lack of adherence has allowed US 

“recyclers” to export hazardous electronic waste to developing countries for so-called 

recycling. 

The primitive recycling there involves burning, melting and chemically stripping electronic 

waste by desperate, unprotected workers in highly polluting operations. Also a vast 

majority of shipping companies send their old ships, full of lead, hazardous asbestos, 

PCBs, and flammable gases and oils to be run up on beaches in South Asia where they 

create pollution, occupational disease and death due to fires and explosions. 

About Basel Ban Amendment : 

The Ban Amendment is a global waste dumping prohibition originally adopted in 1995, as 

a decision in the meeting of the COP III to the Basel Convention. 

It looked for ways to address the challenges faced by developing countries and countries 

with economies in transition in controlling imports of hazardous and other wastes that 

they were unable to manage in an environmentally sound manner but still continued to 

receive. 

It thus prohibits all export of hazardous wastes, including electronic wastes and obsolete 

ships, from 29 wealthiest member states of the European Union, Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), and Liechtenstein to all other (non-

OECD) countries for disposal or recovery. 



 

About Basel Action Network  

BAN is a United States-based charity organisation, founded in 1997. 

It is one among the many organisations and countries, along with Greenpeace, which 

created the Basel Ban Amendment. 

It focuses on confronting the global environmental justice and economic inefficiency of 

toxic trade, and its devastating impacts. 

It currently tackles two toxic waste streams covered by the Basel Convention: 

Electronic waste (e-waste), the fastest growing waste stream globally 

End-of-life ships, like the cargo ships that carry our goods 

 

Basel Convention - Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 

Wastes and Their Disposal : 

There was a public outcry following the discovery, in the 1980s, that huge deposits of toxic 

wastes from abroad were imported into Africa and other parts of the developing world. 

This was in accordance with the NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) syndrome, which 

further led to an escalation of disposal costs as well. 

The convention was finally adopted in order to combat such “toxic trade” on 22nd March 

1989 in Basel, Switzerland. However, it came into force only in 1992. 

It is a global agreement that intends to reduce the movements of hazardous waste from 

developed to less developed countries (LDCs), and ensure their safe disposal as closely 

as possible to the source of generation. 

The overarching objective of the Basel Convention is to protect human health and the 

environment against the adverse effects of hazardous wastes. 

However, It does not address the movement of radioactive waste. 

 

 

 



National Sword Policy: It is a policy in China that has banned the importation of 

certain types of solid waste, as well as set strict contamination limits on recyclable 

materials. This means that China will not accept shipments that are mixed with 

trash, the wrong type of recyclable, or low-quality recyclables like greasy paper 

goods. The policy was announced in July 2017, and the ban officially began 

January 1, 2018. In addition to the bans, China is reducing the number of import 

licenses, meaning that fewer businesses will be able to import waste.  

Basel Convention vs. Hong Kong Convention 

Basel Parties disagree that the International Maritime Organization’s Hong 

Kong Convention on ship recycling, provides a level of control equal to that 

of the Basel Convention. 

Legal experts and developing countries have voiced the concern that because the 

Hong Kong Convention has no intention of minimizing movement of toxic 

ships to developing countries, it was not sufficient, not legally equivalent, 

and therefore the Basel Convention must continue to be active to prevent the 

dumping of old toxic ships on the beaches of developing countries. 

 

 Source: Down To Earth 

2. Single use plastic ban  

Context :  

India is likely to impose a nationwide ban on plastic bags, cups, small bottles, straws and 

some types of sachets next month as part of Prime Minister’s efforts to reduce use of 

pollution-causing, single-use plastic. 

 Single use plastic: 

 Single use plastic, or disposable plastics, are used only once before they are thrown away or 

recycled. In the process of breaking down, it releases toxic chemicals (additives that were 

used to shape and harden the plastic) which make their way into our food and supply. 

 Data regarding plastic waste : 

In 2018, as the global host to UN World Environment Day, India had promised to phase 

out single-use plastic (SUP) by 2022 with the theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’. 

 During the UN Environment Assembly meeting held in Nairobi, in March, India piloted a 

resolution on phasing out SUP by 2022, a deadline later updated to 2025.  

According to a UNEP 2018 report, 79 per cent of the plastic waste ever produced now sits 

in landfills, dumps or in the environment, while about 12 per cent has been incinerated 

and only 9 per cent has been recycled.  



In Europe alone, the estimated costs for cleaning shores and beaches reach €630 million 

per year (European Commission 2015). 

According to Plastindia Foundation, a conglomeration of associations and institutions that 

deal in plastic, India consumes an estimated 16.5 million tonnes, about 1.6 million 

trucks full of plastic annually. Of this, 43 per cent is plastic manufactured for single-use 

packaging material. 

About 80 per cent of the total plastic produced in India is discarded immediately and will 

find its way to landfills, drains, rivers and flow into the sea.  

Currently, the country is able to recycle only about 4 million tonnes of its plastic waste. 

 A recent study by Thiruvananthapuram-based NGO Thanal estimated that there was 1,057 

tonnes of plastic litter present along the beaches of Kerala. 

The plastic industry in India is estimated to grow to 22 million tonnes (MT) a year by 2020 

and nearly half of this is SUP, according to a Federation of Indian Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FICCI) study.  

  

India’s efforts to beat plastic pollution: 

More than 20 States and Union Territories have joined the fight to beat the plastic 

pollution, announcing a ban on single-use plastics such as carry bags, cups, plates, 

cutlery, straws and thermocol products. 

India has also won global acclaim for its “Beat Plastic Pollution” resolve declared on 

World Environment Day last year, under which it pledged to eliminate single-use 

plastic by 2022. 

All such efforts have yielded positive results: Voluntary initiatives are having an impact 

in many States, as citizens reduce, reuse and sort their waste. A Bangalore waste 

collective estimates that the volume of plastic waste that they collect dropped from 

about two tonnes a day to less than 100 kg. 

 

What is needed? 

Governments must start charging the producers for their waste, and collect it diligently, 

which will lead to recovery and recycling. 

State and local governments should upgrade their waste management systems, which is 

necessary to even measure the true scale of packaging waste. 

Role of local bodies: Local bodies should consult manufacturers or importers to assess the 

problem. Cities and towns need competent municipal systems to achieve this. 

A central legislation with a clear definition of what constitutes single-use plastic is also 

necessary. 

 

 



 Conclusion  

It is indeed true that banning SUPs today will hurt a large part of existing investments in 

machinery and impact jobs in the plastics industry but future costs of removing all 

single-use plastics accumulating in the environment will most certainly be higher than 

the costs of allowing this polluting industry to grow today. The solution to India’s 

problems with plastic waste should be addressed by ensuring sustained effort to cut 

down consumption and investing in the recycling sector. SUP has no place on this 

planet. 

 

POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Jan soochana portal- first ever public information portal launched 

in Rajasthan 

Context : 

 The State Government of Rajasthan has recently launched the first-ever public 

information portal named “Jan Soochna Portal-2019”. 

 

Aims :  

The portal aims to provide information to the public about government authorities and 

departments . 

The portal was developed by the government officials in close collaboration with the IT 

professionals and civil society groups. 

It initially gives information of about 13 depts on a single platform 

Information related to the availability of food grains & ration shops, implementation of 

scheme and their beneficiaries, land records and social security pensions, inter alia, will 

be available on a real-time basis on this platform. 

The Department of Information Technology will serve as the nodal department for the 

development, operationalization, and maintenance of the JSP. 

The launch of this portal is in accordance with the true spirit of the right to information act 

and ensures compliance with Section 4(2) of the RTI Act that mandates the public 

authorities to proactively disclose information in the public domain. 

Now, the people would not need to file applications separately under the law to obtain 

information. They could freely access the information publicly. it is both transparent 

and accountable. 

The digital divide in the rural and urban India poses a major challenge to the effective 

use of the portal. But it’s the need of the hour and other State governments must follow 

the Rajasthan government’s pioneering initiative and make people, including the 

marginalized sections, a part of the governance process. 



The RTI Act, 2005: 

RTI Act was enacted in with the aim to secure the citizens’ access to information which 

is under the control of public authorities. 

The primary purpose behind this enactment was to promote transparency and 

accountability. 

Sec 4 of the RTI Act requires Suo Moto disclosure of information by authorities. This 

section particularly is upheld by the JSP. 

 

2. NJAC and Collegium 

Context : 

 Controversial transfer of Chief Justice Tahilramani to the Meghalaya HC once again 

brings up the debate of Collegium vs NJAC.  

  

Why is the transfer Controversial? 

It is extremely rare that the senior-most Chief Justice in the country is shifted from a large 

court(Madras HC) with a complement of 75 judges to one of the newest 

courts(Meghalaya HC), which has a strength of only three judges. 

The collegium rejected her request for reconsideration without assigning a reason. 

  However, it is possible that the transfer is based on an internal performance 

assessment, or complaints not available in the public domain. In the absence of any 

explanation, the bar cannot be blamed if they see the transfer as punitive. If it is 

performance-related, a question arises as to whether all judges are being assessed 

on the same criteria. 

  

Appointment of Judges in India: 

The Constitution refers to a procedure of appointment of judges to the SC and HCs in 

Article 124 and Article 217 respectively. These Articles state that judges of the Supreme 

Court shall be appointed by the President in consultation with the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) and other judges of the Supreme Court and the High Courts. And, judges of the 

High Courts are appointed by the President in consultation with the CJI, the Governor of 

the concerned state, and the Chief Justice of that High Court. 

The three Judges cases: 

 The conflict was- what does the term consultation imply? And hence the Three Judges 

Cases were landmark verdicts that tried to answer this question. 

In the First Judges Case (1981), the apex court held that in the appointment of a judge of 

the Supreme Court or the High Court, the word “consultation” does not mean 

“concurrence”. In case of a disagreement, the “ultimate power” would rest with the 

Union Government and not the CJI, the SC ruled. 



In 1993, the First Judges Case was referred again to a nine-judge Bench. In the Second 

Judges Case (1993), the court overruled the First Judges Case, holding that in the event 

of conflict between the President and the CJI with regard to appointments of Judges ,the 

opinion of CJI will prevail, and will also be determinative in the matter. The 1993 

verdict also gave birth to the Collegium System. 

Finally, in the Third Judges Case (1998), the SC reaffirmed its 1993 judgement and 

expanded the Collegium to include the CJI and the four most-senior judges of the court 

after the CJI. 

  

NJAC: 

 The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) was added as a constitutional 

body to replace the Collegium system of appointing judges through the 99th Amendment. 

 It consisted of six people — the Chief Justice of India, the two most senior judges of the 

Supreme Court, the Law Minister, and two ‘eminent persons’.  

 But Supreme Court repealed it on the ground that ‘independent judiciary’ was a Basic 

Structure of the Constitution. 

 

Criticism :  

Executive involvement in appointing the judges will encroach the independence of the 

judiciary. 

It violates the principle of separation of powers.  

  

What is the Collegium System? 

 The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/promotion of 

judges/lawyers to Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are 

decided by a forum of the Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the 

Supreme Court. The recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central 

Government; if the Collegium sends the names of the judges/lawyers to the government for 

the second time. 

  

Lacunas in the collegium system: 

 The Collegium system, finds no mention in the Constitution and is a mechanism put in 

place by the SC itself. 

 The lack of transparency has raised fears of nepotism and elevation of judges based on 

personal relationships and past favours instead of merit or seniority. 

In the Second and Third Judges cases, the Supreme Court felt that the fact that the 

proposal is initiated by the CJI and recommended by a plurality of judges is enough as a 

safeguard against arbitrary transfers. However, the Tahilramani controversy shows that 



the systemic faults of the collegium system — opaqueness and the scope for personal 

opinions affecting the decision-making — remain unaddressed. 

 Way Ahead : 

2nd Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) recommended a body consisting 

Judiciary : CJI; (For HC judges: Chief Justice of the relevant High Court of that state) 

Executive : Vice-President (Chairperson), PM, Law Minister, (For HC judges: Includes 

CM of the state])Legislature: Speaker of Lok Sabha, Leaders of Opposition from both 

Houses of Parliament. 

 

HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE: 

 

1. History of Indian capital- from Indraprastha to Lutyens 

Context : 

 Government planning to redevelop the Parliament Building in 2022 on account of our 75th 

Independence Day year.  

Indraprastha: Earliest reference to a settlement in the Delhi area is found in 

the Mahabharata. According to it, a city called Indraprastha (“City of the God Indra”), 

built about 1400 BCE, was the capital of the Pandavas.  

  

The Tomara dynasty claims to be the heirs to the Pandavas. Archaeological evidences say 

that the foundation of Delhi was laid by Anangpal Tomar in 736, as the capital of many 

villages in and around the Delhi, Haryana region. Tomaras built their stronghold at ‘Lal 

Kot’ - a fortified city in Mehrauli  

  

In 1164, Prithviraj Chauhan extended the citadel of Lal Kot by building massive 

ramparts around it; the city was then renamed as Qila Rai Pithora. In the late 12th 

century Prithviraj Chauhan was defeated, and the city passed into hands of the Turkish 

invaders. 

  

Qutubuddin Aibak of the Slave Dynasty made Rai Pithora as the seat of his empire. 

  

The Khalji Dynasty came to power in the Delhi area in the last decade of the 13th century. 

During the reign of the Khaljīs, the suburbs were destroyed by Mongol attacks. As a 

defense against subsequent attacks by the Mongols, Allauddin Khaljī ( 1296–1316) 

built a new circular fortified city at Siri, that was designated as the Khaljī capital. Siri 

was the first completely new city to be built by the Muslim conquerors in India. 

  



Tughlaq Dynasty-The region passed into the hands of the Tughluq dynasty in 1321. A 

new capital was built by Ghiasuddin Tughluq (1320–25) at Tughlakabad, but it had to 

be abandoned in favour of the old site near the Qutb Minar because of a scarcity of 

water. His successor, Muḥammad Bin Tughluq had moved the capital to Deogiri(he 

renamed it as Daulatabad). Mohammad Tughlaq’s successor, Firoz Shah Tughluq 

founded Firozabad, which is today’s Firoz Shah Kotla area of Delhi. 

  

Delhi during Mughals: 

 Babur, the first Mughal ruler, arrived in 1526 and made his base at Agra. His successor 

Humayun in 1533 founded a new city, Din Panah, on the bank of the Yamuna River. 

 Shēr Shah Suri, who overthrew Humāyūn in 1540, razed Din Panah to the ground and 

built his new capital, the Sher Shahi, now known as Purana Qila fort, in southeastern 

Delhi. 

The next two Mughal emperors, Akbar and Jehangir , preferred to rule India from Agra. 

 In 1639, however, Shaha Jahan, instructed his engineers, architects, and astrologers to 

choose a location with a mild climate somewhere between Agra and Lahore. The choice 

was on the western bank of the Yamuna, where Shah Jahān started the construction of 

Lal Qila, or the Red Fort. 

He built the Shahajahanabad which is today’s Old Delhi. The greater part of Old Delhi is 

still confined within the space of Shah Jahān’s walls, and several gates built during his 

rule—the Kashmiri Gate, the Delhi Gate, the Turkman Gate, and the Ajmeri Gate—still 

stand. 

 

Delhi During British Rule: 

 After the British conquest of India, Calcutta remained their capital for several years. In 

1911 the British determined to shift the capital of India from Calcutta (Kolkatta) to Delhi, 

and a three-member committee was formed to plan the construction of the new 

administrative centre. The key architect on the committee was Edwin Lutyens, who shaped 

the city- New Delhi. This includes the Rashtrapati Bhavan, formerly known as Viceroy’s 

House, Sansad Bhavan, Connaught Place and Lutyens Bungalow zone.  

  

New Delhi was officially declared as the capital of the Union of India after we gained 

independence on 15th August 1947. 

 


