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1. Howdy Modi- Modi government’s strategy for engaging 

diaspora: 

  

News:  

 ‘Howdy, Modi! Shared Dreams, Bright Futures’, the Indian community event in the US, 

is scheduled to be at NRG stadium Huston, Texas on September 22. Howdy”, short form 

for ‘How do you do?’, is a friendly greeting commonly used in the southwestern United 

States.  

  

Organiser: 

  Non-profit organisation Texas India Forum (TIF), a representative body of Indian-

American organisations. 

  

Significance:  

 Houston is the fourth-largest city with a population of over 1,30,000 Indian-Americans. 

Energy security is a top priority of India, India needs energy, and Houston has lots of 

energy. This could be a strategic partnership. Modi will be joined by the US president 

Donald Trump to reaffirm the strategic ties between the two democracies. 

  

Indo- US relationship: 

The event at Houston brought together Indian diaspora. This is ahead of the US elections and 

Indian diaspora plays a huge role here. 

India has long standing relations with US in all areas from nuclear deals, arms deals to the 

cultural ties - Indian diaspora plays a huge role in asserting our soft power in this 

relationship. 

More recently the ties were reoriented to the most important issue of modern times - climate 

change. 



Trade is a prickly issue because market access has been a issue both ways, a trade deal is 

needed to make it easier. Two countries need to change the direction in bilateral 

commercial engagement. A New trade agreement must prepare India for profound 

changes in the global economic order and technological disruption.  

  

Indian diaspora, why dialogue is necessary? 

The Diaspora encompasses a group of people who can either trace their origins to India or 

who are Indian citizens living abroad, either temporarily or permanently. 

It includes Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Overseas 

Citizens of India (OCI). 

Indian example of large scale migration began during the British rule as indentured labourers 

to former colonies. Today the Indian diaspora numbers over 20 million, reflecting the 

variety of the rich social, ethnic and cultural tapestry of the land of its origin. 

The greatest benefits of engaging with the millions of strong Indian diaspora has been in 

terms of remittances. 

Remittances close to 69 billion dollar make an invaluable contribution by aiding in socio-

economic development, poverty reduction and development in rural areas. 

Diaspora acts as ‘agents of change’ facilitating and enhancing investment, accelerating 

industrial development, and boosting international trade and tourism. 

Another tangible long-term advantage in nurturing ties with an active Diaspora is an 

accelerated technological sector. Indo-US Civil Nuclear Deal is a case in point, as ethnic 

Indians in United States successfully lobbied for clinching of the N-deal. 

In terms of investment Diaspora’s motives to invest in India are in contrast to non-diaspora 

FDI. Their investments are long lasting as many of them wish to establish a long-term 

base in India. 

 Social media tools have made it easy and inexpensive for Indian Diaspora to stay in 

touch with family and friends back home, and their link to India has never been stronger. 

Now the Indian government has to leverage this strong bond for the greater good of the 

nation. 

 

2. International Migrant Stock 

Context : 

 The Union Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) 

released the report on International Migrant Stock. 

  

Key Findings of the report: 

The number of international migrants in the world had reached an estimated 272 million 

2019 — 51 million more than in 2010. 



The percentage of international migrants of the total global population has increased to 

3.5% from 2.8% in 2000. 

One-third of all international migrants originated from 10 countries — after India, Mexico 

ranked second as the country of origin with 12 million migrants, followed by China (11 

million), Russia (10 million) and Syria (8 million). 

Regionally, the European region hosted the highest number of the immigrants followed by 

North America (59 million) and Northern Africa and Western Asia (49 million). 

Countrywise, the U.S. hosts the highest number of international migrants (51 million), about 

19% of the global population. 

The statement also said that around two-fifths of all international migrants had gone from 

one developing country to another. 

The forced displacements continue to rise, with the number of refugees and asylum 

seekers having increased by about 13 million from 2010 to 2017. 

Highlights on India: 

India is the leading country of origin for immigrants across the world, with 17.5 million 

international migrants in 2019 coming from India, up from 15.9 million in 2015. 

The number of migrants living in India saw a slight decline from 5.24 million in 2015 to an 

estimated 5.15 million in 2019 – both 0.4% of the total population of the country. 

Bangladesh was the leading country of origin for migrants in India. 

Difference between Migrant and Refugee: 

Migrant-The UN Migration Agency (IOM) defines a Migrant as any person who is moving 

or has moved across an international border or within a State away from his/her habitual 

place of residence, regardless of (1) the person’s legal status; (2) whether the movement 

is voluntary or involuntary; (3) what the causes for the movement are; or (4) what the 

length of the stay is.  

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of persecution, 

war or violence. 

 Refugee crises may be caused by any number of reasons but the most common are war 

(Bangladesh), domestic conflicts (Tibet, Sri Lanka), natural disasters (famine), 

environmental displacement, human trafficking and—this one will turn up at all our 

doorsteps soon—climate change. 

Global Compact for Migration (GCM): 

 164 UN member nations, including India adopted the GCM at an 

intergovernmental conference in Marrakesh, Morocco. 

It sets out a common, comprehensive approach to international migration. 

It is voluntary, non-binding document. 

It is consistent with the SDG 10.7-to facilitate orderly, safe, regular and 

responsible migration and mobility of people, including through the 



implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies.  

Many countries like USA, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Israel, etc. have not 

signed the document.  

 

 

ECONOMY 

1. Corporate Tax Reduction 
Context : 

 The government issued Taxation Laws (Amendment) Ordinance 2019 to amend the 

Income Tax Act of 1961 and the Finance Act of 2019, announcing the biggest reduction 

in 28 years. Such reduction of the corporate tax rates for domestic firms and new 

manufacturing units by 10 to 12 percentage points, effectively brings India’s tax rates on 

a par with its competing Asian peers. 

Measures announced: 

According to the new provisions inserted in the Income Tax law, any domestic company is 

allowed to pay income tax at the rate of 22% (from 30%), subject to the condition that 

they won’t avail any other (tax) incentives or exemptions. No MAT will be levied on 

them. Thus the effective tax rate for such firms will fall from 34.94% to 25.17%, 

including all surcharges and cess. 

This is marginally over the 25 per cent which is currently available only to companies with a 

turnover of below ₹400 crore. Therefore, large companies in particular (which we rely on 

to expand the economy and to hire new employees) have been given a big bonus, in the 

hope that it will spur hiring and investment, thereby reviving growth. 

To spur fresh investments and boost Make in India efforts, the income tax rate for new 

manufacturing companies (incorporated after October 1, 2019 and commencing 

production by March 31, 2023) will be 15% from 25% at present. These firms will also 

be exempt from MAT. The effective tax rate thus will be 17.01%, compared to 29.1% at 

present. 

It will have no sun set clause, i.e. they will continue to get the tax benefit till any new system 

is brought in. 

Also, any foreign entity that is starting manufacturing units will get the benefit of lower new 

tax. 

With 42 months at their disposal, much depends on how quickly entrepreneurs set up new 

enterprises. However, new manufacturing takes time to come up. At best, we may get 

announcements and intentions to invest. 

Firms which do not opt for the concessional tax regime and continue to avail the tax 

exemption/incentive shall to pay tax at the pre-amended rate. However, these companies 



can opt for the new concessional tax regime (with a headline tax rate of 22%) after 

expiry of their tax holiday/exemption period. This option, once exercised, cannot be 

withdrawn, so as to ensure there are no flip-flops. 

A reduction in the MAT rate from 18.5% to 15% was announced in order to provide relief to 

all those businesses who wish to continue with the existing regime of exemptions. 

The MAT rate of 18.5% along with surcharges used to be around 21% or 22%. Now that 

basic MAT rate has been reduced to 15%, and once you add up the surcharges, that 

comes to around 17% in the new regime. 

While reiterating an earlier announcement the Finance Minister also said that super-rich tax 

(enhanced surcharge) will not apply on capital gains arising from sale of any security 

including derivatives in hands of FPIs. 

Foreign investors can also avail the new tax rates, provided they had an establishment in the 

country or were investing equity into an Indian firm. 

Significance : 

A corporate income tax cut will directly raise the amount of money that companies can retain 

and then set aside for investment, if necessary. 

Instead of cutting personal income taxes, a corporate tax cut, which attempts to make Indian 

companies more globally competitive, is a far more robust and responsible way to go 

about getting the Indian economy out of the hole. 

However, the degree of strengthening in corporate credit profiles will depend on whether 

companies reinvest surplus earnings into their businesses, or use them to reduce debt or 

boost shareholder returns. 

The corporate tax rate is also a major determinant of how global investors allocate capital 

across various economies. So there is constant pressure on governments across the world 

to offer the lowest tax rates in order to attract investors.  

While the idea behind this move was obviously to generate private investment which is now 

at a low ebb; an unstated intention could also be to attract foreign investors looking for 

alternative sites for their global value chains disrupted now by the tariff war between 

China and the U.S. 

In the face of global headwinds, this puts India right up on the map as a forward looking, 

business friendly and competitive operating environment. 



 

Reactions from various experts and stakeholders : 

The biggest stock markets rally was seen on the announcement of this fiscal stimulus 

package. The benchmark indices saw their biggest single-day jump in a decade. The 

Sensex jumped 5.2 per cent, poised for its best gain since May 2009. Investor wealth 

rose by ₹7 trillion as market capitalization of all companies listed on the BSE climbed to 

₹145 trillion at the end of trade on 20th September. The rupee climbed 0.6 per cent 

against the dollar.  

What lies ahead? 

The larger idea behind the exercise was to eventually phase out all exemptions and 

incentives, said the Minister.  

The onus is now on Corporate India to deliver, not just in terms of fresh investment but also 

in passing on the benefit of lower taxes down the chain to consumers and investors. 

However, the government will also need to simultaneously enact along with these tax cuts 

other structural reforms that reduce entry barriers in the economy and make the 

marketplace more competitive. 

It could, for instance, extend the tax cuts to smaller businesses. 

The measure may have the intended effect of bringing in sufficiently high fresh investments 

only if it is complemented by other efforts to enhance the ease of doing business. 

The benefits of the present tax cut will also depend on whether the government sticks to its 

promises in the long run. Investor confidence in the past has been affected by 

retrospective changes to the law made by governments in the past. If the government is 

looking beyond tax band aids and at a long-term cure of the economy, it needs to deliver 

the one thing entrepreneurs crave: policy predictability.  

 



ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 

 

1. India’s Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) 
  India is the first country in the whole world to have such a comprehensive plan on 

cooling requirements. Securing social-economic as well as environmental benefits for the 

society is the thrust of this plan. Montreal protocol, 1987 and Paris agreement, 2015 were 

taken into consideration while forming this plan. The plan puts the perspective of the 

cooling needs of India 20 years from 2017. 

  

Why this plan?  

Indian automobile sector is expected to grow at 9% annually till 2040. Majority of the cars 

sold will be air-conditioned. 

Cold storage facilities will grow to 4 times than 2017-18 levels in 2037-38. 

Real estate sector will need 11 times more tonnes of refrigeration (TR) as compare to 2017-

18 levels. 

India has a low per-capita level of energy consumption for cooling purposes. World’s 

average is 272 KWh while India’s average is only 69 KWh. 

  

Objectives of the plan 

 Reduce cooling demand across sectors by 20% to 25% by 2037-38. 

Reduce refrigerant demand by 25% to 30% by 2037-38. 

Reduce cooling energy requirements by 25% to 40% by 2037-38.  

Recognise ‘cooling and related areas’ as a thrust area of research under national S & T 

Programme. 

Training and certification of 100,000 servicing sector technicians by 2022-23, synergising 

with Skill India Mission. 

Source- pib.gov.in 

  

Collateral benefits: 

Successful implementation of the plan will ensure more cold storage  

infrastructure and less wastage of food products which will be helpful in doubling 

farmers income till 2022. 

Local manufacturing of cooling equipments and their raw parts will boost and generate 

employment opportunities. 

There is a provision for cooling of EWS and LIG housing also. 

 

What is EWS and LIG housing scheme? 



 Economically Weaker Section (EWS) means people with annual income less than 1 lakh 

₹ and Low Income Group(LIG) means people with annual income between 100001-

200000 ₹. Government provides interest subsidies to these people on home loans. 

 

Conclusion :  

 Implementation of project should be tuned with Montreal protocol, Kigali agreement and 

Paris agreement. If the implementation violates these protocols, then the plan will have 

disastrous effects on environment rather than benefiting it. 

  

Interesting fact 

 Andhra Pradesh’s capital city Amaravati which is under construction will have a Piped 

Air conditioning (AC) facility for every household and complex along with the gas and 

power pipeline. 

 

 

2. Special Climate meet (sidelines of UNGA) 
 

Context :  

 UN Secretary General António Guterres has convened a special Climate Action Summit 

on Monday, at the start of the annual General Assembly session, in a bid to nudge 

countries to do more to fight climate change. 

 

Why special summit?  

The secretary General has asked countries to bring their action plans in line with the 

objective of reducing global greenhouse gas emissions by 45 per cent by 2030, and to 

“net zero” by 2050. 

 In addition, he has also identified nine areas in which he would like the countries to do 

more. 

 

What are the climate Action Plans? 

Under the 2015 Paris Agreement, every signatory nation is supposed to finalise and submit a 

set of time-bound actions that it would take to combat climate change.  

The first set of action plans, called nationally determined contributions or NDCs, was 

submitted in 2015. 

The Paris Agreement also says that the NDCs should be updated every five years, with each 

subsequent NDC being stronger and more ambitious than the previous one. 

As per the five-year cycle, countries have to submit their second NDCs by next year. But the 

Secretary-General is asking the countries to make specific additional commitments. 



In addition, he has also appealed to the countries to promise not to set up any new coal plants 

after 2020, stop subsidies on fossil fuels, and levy additional taxes on polluters. 

Importantly, he has asked all countries to commit to net zero emissions by 2050. 

 

Why India has refused? 

India has said its NDC already represents its “best effort”, keeping in mind its development 

imperatives. 

 In a discussion paper released earlier this week, the government said the “new asks” from 

the Secretary-General, “in particular net zero emissions, mean a sweeping change across 

the entire economy”. It has said this target should be kept only for developed countries. 

This can be a global aspirational goal and developed countries must be on track to take 

measures and legislate for net zero emissions by 2050. But it cannot be a goal for 

developing countries as the technologies have not progressed and aren’t all available yet 

for developing countries. And the past performance on both finance and technology front 

is just not reassuring for them. 

In the discussion paper, India has repeatedly called out the developed world for their failure 

to provide adequate finance and technology to developing countries. 

India has said while it will continue to “do its best” on climate actions, it would not commit 

to any long-term goal, like a net-zero emission target for 2050, at this stage.  

 

Outcomes : 

 Report says at least 112 countries had expressed their intent to revise their NDCs, with 

75 of them promising to enhance its ambition. The other 37 have proposed to bring more 

data and information in their NDCs. In addition, at least 53 countries had said they were 

working to finalise long-term strategies, like a net-zero goal by 2050. Only 14 countries, 

together accounting for 26 per cent of global emissions, had categorically said they 

would not revise their NDCs. 

 

3. Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) 

Context : 

 Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is weakening from last 15 years a 

study published in journal Nature Climate Change said. 

  

What is Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC)? 

It is a water circulation system in Atlantic Ocean. In which ocean currents transport warm 

and salty water towards the North and cold water towards the south. 

From last four thousand years the AMOC was stable but in last 15 years scientists have 

noticed some disturbances in the process. 



Reasons for the slowdown of AMOC are not known yet. But according to researchers the 

AMOC has slowed down 15000 to 17000 years ago and at that time Europe experienced 

harsh winters with storms. 

 

Key findings :  

The AMOC is weakening from last 15 years. 

Rising temperatures in Indian Ocean can help in boosting the water current system of 

AMOC. 

 

How it works? 

Rising temperature of Indian Ocean will increase precipitation in the region. Because of this 

more air will be drawn in the area from other regions of the world including the Atlantic. 

That will reduce precipitation on the Atlantic and the water there will become more saline. 

This more saline water will get cold much quicker and that’s why it will sink faster. 

But at the same time scientists have stated that if the Pacific Ocean starts to warm which is 

very likely given the global warming scenario then it will again weaken AMOC. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

1. Ban on e-cigarettes : 
 

Context :  

 The Union government recently announced the ban on sale, storage and manufacture of 

e-cigarettes. The Union cabinet has given its nod to ban e-cigarettes in the country. 

 

What are e-cigarettes : 

e-cigarettes are the most common form of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems 

(ENDS). These are basically devices that do not burn or use tobacco leaves.  

Instead, they vaporise a solution using a battery. This vapour is then inhaled by the user. 

The main constituents of the solution are in addition to nicotine, propylene glycol, with or 

without glycerol and flavouring agents with emissions which also contain some solutions 

that are considered to be ‘toxicants’. 

In terms of shape and size, most e-cigarettes resemble ordinary cigarettes, cigars and 

smoking pipes. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has not approved e- cigarettes as an 

alternative to reduce smoking. 

One study found that though e-cigarettes led to higher percentage of people quitting 

smoking, nearly 80% of quitters were still vaping. 

 

How does it work? 



The effectiveness of e-cigarettes depends on a range of factors such as the battery’s strength, 

the nature of unit circuit, solutions used and the user’s behaviour, among others. 

Its effectiveness is directly dependent on the product’s ability to heat the solution to a state 

where it transforms into vapour. Therefore the battery’s voltage and circuit strength are 

important components. 

Stronger the voltage and circuit, faster will the solution heat up and vaporise, and more 

effective will be the product. 

 

Health Risks involved : 

Once nicotine is used in the solution of an e-cigarette, the difference between it and a 

conventional cigarette blurs. The power of an e-cigarette to deliver nicotine determines 

how dangerous its use can be.  

When nicotine comes to their addictive power, the use of nicotine solutions (a highly 

addictive substance) in e-cigarettes it underlines the fact that they can be equally 

addictive as conventional cigarettes, if not more. 

WHO says, “It can have adverse effects during pregnancy and may contribute to 

cardiovascular disease.” 

“Although nicotine itself is not a carcinogen, it may function as a tumour promoter. Nicotine 

seems involved in fundamental aspects of the biology of malignant diseases, as well as of 

neuro degeneration.” 

 

Reasons behind the Ban : 

 The Health ministry listed a number of reasons to justify the ban on e-cigarettes These 

included: 

Threat to country’s tobacco control efforts. 

Hindrance in achieving targets envisaged under Sustainable Development Goals, National 

Monitoring Framework for Prevention and Control of non-communicable diseases and 

National Health Policy, 2017. 

Overall interest of public health of the youth and pregnant women as well. 

Addictive nature of nicotine. 

Scant scientific evidence for use of e-cigarettes as effective tobacco cessation aids. 

Safety concern of flavours in combination with nicotine. 

The government also cited Article 47 of the Indian Constitution to justify the ban on e-

cigarettes. 

Article 47 reads: “Duty of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of 

living and to improve public health. 

 

2. National Antimicrobial Resistance hub at Kolkata  
Context : 



 India now has become a part of the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Research and 

Development Hub, which is among countries with the highest bacterial disease burden in 

the world. 

 

Aim : 

 The AMR hub will aim to identify antibiotics that work best for diseases and frame a 

policy for antibiotic use that will prevent resistance. It will carry out basic research and 

have a repository of viral strains that are being collected from all over the country. 

 

About : 

The National Anti-microbial Resistance Hub has been developed by the Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR), in association with the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. 

The Kolkata centre would be the hub for research on antibiotic resistance not only for the 

country but for the entire South Asia. 

The membership to the Hub, headquartered in Germany, is open to countries as well as 

philanthropic foundations. 

The hub has a provisional work plan (2018-2021), under which it proposes to develop a 

dynamic dashboard, establish operational activities and operational procedures and 

engage experts in ad-hoc Expert Advisory Groups to understand the range of R&D 

incentives and gaps in the incentive toolbox. 

 

What is Antimicrobial Resistance? 

 Antimicrobial resistance occurs when microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, fungi 

and parasites change in ways that render the medications used to cure the infections they 

cause ineffective. When the microorganisms become resistant to most antimicrobials 

they are often referred to as “superbugs”. This is a major concern because a resistant 

infection may kill, can spread to others, and imposes huge costs to individuals and 

society. 

 

About AMR : 

AMR is a cause of worry in developing nations, including India, where the burden of 

infectious disease is high and healthcare spending is low. The country is also the largest 

consumer of antibiotics in the world.  

The consumption of antibiotics in the country increased by 103 per cent from 2000 to 2015, 

the highest in low and middle-income countries, according to a study. 

 

POLITY AND GOVERNANCE : 

 

1. Uniform Civil Code 



Context : 

 While hearing a matter relating to properties of a resident of Goa, the Supreme Court 

described Goa as a ‘shining example’ with a Uniform Civil Code, observed that the 

founders of the Constitution had “hoped and expected” a Uniform Civil Code for India 

but there has been no attempt at framing one. 

  

What is a Uniform Civil Code? 

A Uniform Civil Code is one that would provide for one law for the entire country, 

applicable to all religious communities in their personal matters such as marriage, 

divorce, inheritance, adoption etc. 

 Article 44 (of Directive Principles) of the Constitution lays down that the state shall 

endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens throughout the territory 

of India. 

The objective of this endeavour should be to address the discrimination against vulnerable 

groups and harmonise diverse cultural practices. The stand taken by B. R. Ambedkar in 

the Constituent Assembly debates has survived the years. He had said that a UCC is 

desirable but for the moment should remain voluntary. 

 Arguments in favour : 

The founders of the Constitution had penned their hope that a uniform set of rules would 

replace the distinct personal laws of marriage, divorce, etc. based on customs of each 

religion. 

 It will reduce discrimination in religions and will lead to national integration, because there 

will be less scope of politicizing the religion during elections. 

It would bring women at par with men in case of inheritance and succession rights. For 

Example- the famous Shah Bano Case: The Supreme Court here uphelded the women’s 

right to alimony and raised the need for a Uniform Civil Code for the nation. 

   

Arguments against: 

Those who oppose contend that it will violate the fundamental right to practise religion 

enshrined in Article 25 of the Constitution. Codification of Uniforms law is seen as an 

encroachment of the State in the personal laws and matters of religion. 

In 2018, a Law Commission of India consultation paper had however said the Uniform 

Civil Code is “neither necessary nor desirable at this stage” in the country. The 

Commission said secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the country. 

Considering the diversity in India, there is practical difficulty in coming up with a common 

set of rule for personal issues like marriage, divorce, etc. 

   

Way Ahead: 



 The Uniform Civil Code can come into existence by an evolutionary process which 

preserves India’s legal heritage. Major sensitization efforts are needed to reform 

current personal laws which should be initiated by the communities themselves. 

Currently, institutions also need to be democratized, modernized and strengthened for 

this change. Sincere efforts towards empowering women need to be taken by all 

communities. 

 

2. Manual scavenging 

Context : 

 The Supreme Court questioned its own judgment forbidding arrest without prior 

permission for offences under Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 

Atrocities Act), calling it “against the spirit of the Constitution”, even as it expressed 

concern over manual scavenging deaths and “untouchability”. 

 

Manual Scavenging: 

Manual scavenging is a term used mainly in India for the manual removal of untreated 

human excreta from bucket toilets or pit latrines by hand with buckets and shovels. It has 

been officially prohibited by law in 1993 due to it being regarded as a caste-based, 

dehumanizing practice. 

Data regarding manual scavenging: 

Sub-castes of Dalits—Valmiki or Hela—who are at the bottom of the social hierarchy, take 

up this lowly job, not knowing that human faeces and urine harbour a variety of diseases. 

Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) released in 2011, states that there were around 

1,82,505 manual scavenging households in rural areas. 

According to official data, 820 sewer deaths have happened in India since 1993 till August 

2019. However, experts and activists say that this number is grossly underestimated. 

Manual scavenging was banned 25 years ago with the passage of the Employment of Manual 

Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 1993, but every year, 

scores of manual scavengers die, asphyxiated by poisonous gases. 

The sewer workers die as young as 40, falling prey to multiple health issues: cholera, 

hepatitis, meningitis, typhoid and cardio-vascular problems.  

Manual scavenging is not only a caste-based but also a gender-based occupation with 90 per 

cent of them being women.  

The National Policy on Faecal Sludge and Septage Management, 2017, states that 

employment of manual scavengers is illegal, but it does not suggest mechanical 

alternatives to unclog septic tanks, drains and sewers. 

 

Provision against manual scavenging: 



In the late 1950s, freedom fighter G. S. Lakshman Iyer banned manual scavenging when he 

was the chairman of Gobichettipalayam Municipality, which became the first local body 

to ban it officially. 

After six states passed resolutions requesting the Central Government to frame a law, The 

Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 

1993, drafted by the Ministry of Urban Development under the Narasimha Rao 

government. 

In December, 2013 Government has also formulated Rules-2013 called as ‘The Prohibition 

of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Rules 2013’ or ‘M.S. 

Rules 2013’. This Act intends to achieve its objectives of eliminating insanitary 

latrines, prohibition of employment as manual scavengers etc. 

The act says National Commission for SafaiKaramcharis (NCSK) would monitor 

implementation of the Act and enquire into complaints regarding contravention of the 

provisions of the Act. 

Under the provision, no person, local authority or agency should engage or employ people 

for hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks. 

Mechanised cleaning of septic tanks is the prescribed norm. 

A violation can be punished with two years of imprisonment or fine or both. 

 

Conclusion: 

Mahatma Gandhi said that “Everyone must be his own scavenger.” 

“Open defecation free” not only means that there is no visible faeces in the environment, it 

also means that every household and public institution uses safe technology to dispose 

of the same. 

Way Forward: 

Bio-toilets: Bio-digester toilets are designed to convert human waste into gases and 

manure. 

The zero-waste bio digester technology uses psychrotrophic bacteria to break down human 

excreta into usable water and gas. Once applied, the bacteria can work for a lifetime. 

Waste from toilets are sent to a giant underground bio-digester tank where anaerobic 

digestion takes place. 

 

3. Ambit of RTI expanded 

Context : 

 Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) “substantially” financed by the government 

fall within the ambit of the Right to Information Act, the Supreme Court held in a 

judgment. 

 

Court’s Judgement  



This means that they have to disclose vital information, ranging from finances to hierarchy to 

decisions to functioning, to citizens who apply under RTI. 

NGOs which receive considerable finances from the government or are essentially dependent 

on the government fall under the category of “public authority” defined in Section 2(h) 

of the RTI Act of 2005. 

An NGO may also include societies which are neither owned nor controlled by the 

government, but if they are significantly funded by the government, directly or 

indirectly, they come under the RTI Act. 

The court defined ‘substantial’ as a ‘large portion.’ 

It does not necessarily have to mean a major portion or more than 50%.  

No hard and fast rule can be laid down in this regard. Substantial financing can be direct or 

indirect.  

If government gives land in a city free of cost or on heavy discount to hospitals, educational 

institutions or any such body, this in itself could also be substantial financing, the 

judgment explained. Source - The Hindu.  

 4. Judicial pendency of cases 

Context : 

Supreme Court to start constituting single judge bench.  

Constitutional benches normally have five judges, but there have been benches with 7, 

9, and even 13 judges. 

 

Aim: 

Aimed at reducing pendency, the Supreme Court, for the first time since it was set up, will 

have Single Judge benches sitting routinely to decide cases of bail and transfer.  

The attempt, apparently, is to cut down the pendency in the top court, which currently has 

more than 60,000 pending cases. 

Background of judge benches: 

Till date, there used to be only two judge benches (Division Bench) or benches with more 

number of judges, constituted in the Supreme Court to decide all categories of Cases.  

The celebrated verdict in Indira Gandhi’s election disqualification case was delivered by 

Justice Krishna Iyer when he was sitting singly during the summer vacation in the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Feature of new provision: 

This is the first when a Single Judge bench has been formed in the top court to regularly take 

up cases. Under the old rules, it was only during vacation when a Single Judge bench 

could hear such cases. 

This category of offences can range from criminal charges to charge under the Prevention of 

Corruption Act. 



The new provisions have been inserted under the existing Supreme Court Rules, 2013.  

The CJI shall nominate the Single Judge for deciding cases. 

The fresh provisions add that petitions to transfer criminal cases from one court to another 

court, under Section 406 of the CrPC, shall also be decided by the Single Judge benches. 

Similarly, plea for transfer of civil suits under Section 25 of the Civil Procedure Code, shall 

also be taken up by the Single Judge benches.  

 

Problems of new provision: 

The Supreme Court is a constitutional court, and a Single Judge may also be delivering 

ground breaking judgments. 

It may not be desirable for a Single Judge Bench to lay a down new law or a new 

jurisprudence on issues of bail and transfer. 

There could be certain instances where in a Single Judge Bench would be sitting in appeal 

over decisions by the two judge benches in high courts. 

One prime reason for having division benches or benches of larger composition in the top 

court was to ensure a proper deliberation between the judges before arriving at a decision 

because the orders of the Supreme Court are final and not appealable. Single Judge 

benches and the parties will not have this advantage. 

  

5. FCRA Rules 
Context : 

The Home Ministry has amended the rules governing the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) 

Act, 2010 and notified certain change alongside some other modifications. 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) will be required to file an affidavit once in five 

years, at the time of renewal of license under the FCRA, declaring that all their members, 

office-bearers and key functionaries have not violated  

20 conditions prescribed according to the act. 

 

Background : 

 The government has over the past few years tightened rules and procedures to receive and 

utilize foreign contribution. The FCRA rules monitoring NGO licenses to seek outside the 

country funding have been previously amended in 2012, 2015, and 2019.  

 Permission to receive foreign contribution had been taken away from nearly 18,000 

NGOs which were found to be violating the various clauses of the FCRA since 2014. 

 



 

 

Foreign Contribution Registration (Second Amendment) Rules, 2019 : 

Office bearers, key functionaries and members of the NGOs receiving foreign funding will 

have to certify that they have not been “prosecuted or convicted” for “conversion” from 

one faith to another and for creating “communal tension and disharmony.” 

Earlier, only directors or top officials who sought permission to receive foreign funds were 

required to make such a declaration. 

In addition, every member of an NGO must also now, under oath, through an affidavit, 

certify that they have never been involved in “diverting” foreign funds or propagating 

“sedition” or “advocating violent means”. 

Earlier, the threshold value was ₹25,000, as per the market value of the gift item in India.  

Individuals need not declare personal gifts received from abroad to the tune of ₹1 lakh 

anymore, as per rule 6A of the act. 

Earlier, gifts worth more than ₹25,000 were required to be declared. 

While travelling abroad and if one accepts foreign hospitality during a medical emergency 

situation, they need to inform the government within a month. The intimation should 



contain full details including the source, approximate value in Indian rupees and the 

purpose for which and the manner in which it was utilized. No such intimation is 

required if the value of such hospitality in emergent medical aid is up to ₹1 lakh. 

Earlier, the intimation was required to be given within a time frame of two months. 

 

Significance :  

 Officials maintain that this amendment will ensure that NGOs abide by the provision of 

the FCRA through a self-awareness mechanism where members of the NGOs themselves 

are fully sensitized about the legal provision and their compliance by their NGOs. 

 

About Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 : 

What is the purpose of the act? 

It has been enacted by the Parliament to regulate the acceptance and utilization of foreign 

contribution by certain individuals or organisations, and to prohibit its use for any 

activities detrimental to national interest. 

It is needed to keep a check on the foreign manipulation of various Indian institutions such 

as politics, journalism, bureaucracy, environmental activism, etc. 

Since the act is internal security legislation, despite being a law related to financial 

legislation, it falls into the purview of Home Ministry and not the Reserve Bank of India. 

Key Definitions and Concepts under FCRA : 

 

What is foreign contribution? 

It means the donation, delivery or transfer made by any foreign source of any article, 

currency (Indian or foreign) or foreign security. 

 

What is foreign hospitality? 

It refers to any offer providing a person with the costs of travel to any foreign country or 

territory or with free board, lodging, transport or medical treatment. 

 

What is a foreign source? 

The contribution received from all the non-Indian Passport Holders are treated “Foreign 

Source.” 

It may include the Government of any foreign country or its agency; any international 

agency a foreign company or corporation; a foreign trust or a foreign foundation. 

 

Acceptance and Utilization of Foreign Contribution : 



Any institution with a definite cultural, economic, educational, religious or social 

programme who has FCRA registration / prior permission from the Central Government 

can receive such foreign funding. 

Associations registered or granted prior permission under the act should ensure that they 

have received foreign contribution from legitimate sources and then utilize it only for a 

purpose for which it is received, into activities prescribed under the act. 

The following persons are prohibited to receive foreign contribution : 

Candidate for election; 

Correspondent, columnist, cartoonist, editor, owner, printer or publisher of a registered 

newspaper; 

Judge, Government servant; 

Member of any legislature; 

Political party or its office bearer; 

Association or company engaged in the production or broadcast of audio news or audio 

visual news  

If the Home Ministry believes that the organization is political and not neutral, it can cancel 

the registration of such NGOs. 

Also, there are certain banned organisations from whom foreign contribution should not be 

accepted. 

Source: Economic Times 

6. Right to Access Internet 
Context : 

  The Kerala High Court held that the right to have access to the Internet is part of the 

fundamental right to education as well as the right to privacy under Article 21 of the 

Constitution. 

Did you know? Finland was the first country in the world to recognise ‘the 

right to Internet access’. 

 

 

What was the case? 

A petition was filed by Faheema Shirin, a student of Sree Narayana Guru College in 

Kozhikode. She been expelled from the college hostel for using mobile phone beyond 

the restricted hours. 

She contended that the use of mobile phones amounted to a violation of fundamental right to 

freedom of speech and expression. In fact, the internet, accessible through mobile phones 

or laptops, provided an avenue for the students to gather knowledge. 

 



Observations made by the court 

The petitioner referred to the budget speech made by Kerala Finance Minister Thomas Issac 

in 2017, where it was announced that Kerala Government had recognised ‘right to 

internet’ as a human right and was making efforts to make internet accessible to all. 

While mentioning Sabu Mathew George v. Union of India and Ors. (2018) the petitioner 

highlighted that the Supreme Court had declared the Right to Access Internet as a basic 

fundamental right, which could not be curtailed at any cost, except for when it 

‘encroaches into the boundary of illegality.’ 

Justice P. V. Asha, on the single judge bench of the Kerala High Court, not only 

acknowledged the pervasive impact of internet connectivity in this day and age, but also 

the foundation it has formed in a person’s ability to function with dignity and freedom. 

She observed that the action of the college authorities infringed the fundamental freedom as 

well as privacy. This would adversely affect the future and career of students who want 

to acquire knowledge and compete with their peers. 

The court cited S. Rengarajan and others vs. P. Jagjeevan Ram (1989) case saying that 

‘fundamental freedom under Article 19(1)(a) can be reasonably restricted only for the 

purposes mentioned in Article 19(2) as, and the restriction must be justified on the anvil 

of necessity and not the quicksand of convenience or expediency.’ 

Finally the court also said that college authorities as well as parents should be conscious of 

the fact that the students in a college hostel are adults capable of taking decisions as to 

how and when they have to study. 

United Nations on 'Right to Access Internet' 

 

UN, in 2016, made a series of statements collectively describing that internet 

access as a basic human right. 

The UN passed a resolution unequivocally condemning the measures to 

intentionally prevent or disrupt access to or dissemination of information 

online. 

It affirms the same rights that people have offline must also be protected 

online.  

It recognizes the global and open nature of the Internet as a driving force in 

accelerating progress towards development in its various forms, including 

in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

SDG 9: ‘Industry, Innovation And Infrastructure’ consists of the target to 

significantly increase access to information and communications 

technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the 

Internet in least developed countries by 2020. 

It affirms that quality education plays a decisive role in development, and 

therefore calls upon all States to promote digital literacy and to facilitate 



access to information on the Internet, which can be an important tool in 

facilitating the promotion of the right to education. 

It calls upon all States to bridge the gender digital divide and enhance the use 

of enabling technology to promote the empowerment of all women and 

girls. 

 

Sources: Indian Express, Hindu, Live Law 

 

HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE: 

1. History of the Language Issue 
Context : 

  Home Minister Amit Shah’s Hindi Diwas (September 14) call for ‘one nation, one 

language’ triggered reactions and resurfaced the language debate. 

  

What is the debate about? 

 Constituent Assembly of India had debated the status of India’s languages. Among the 

issues that were discussed were the use of the term ‘national language’, instead of 

‘official’ language; Hindi vs languages such as Bengali, Telugu, Sanskrit, or Hindustani; 

Devanagari script vs the Roman script; the language to be used in the higher judiciary 

and Parliament; international numerals vs those in Devanagari script. 

  

Opposition to Hindi as a national Language: 

As of 2011 Census, Hindi speakers constitute 43.6 per cent of the people and this figure is 

arrived at by including within this category language groups speaking Bhojpuri, Maithili, 

Marwari and such other small language groups. To make a language as a national 

language, it must be spoken by vast majority of people, which is not true in case of 

Hindi. 

During the Constitutional Assembly debate, Nehru said, ‘Making Hindi as a national 

language was not only an incorrect approach, but …a dangerous approach’ — You just 

cannot force any language down the people or group who resist that. 

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee said he did not agree with those who say, ‘India shall have one 

language and one language only’. ‘Unity in diversity is India’s keynote and must be 

achieved by a process of understanding and consent, and for that a proper atmosphere 

has to be created.’ Most people were accepting Hindi because it was ‘understood by the 

largest single majority in this country today’.  

Economic viability of the language 

  



Can Language be an Integrating factor? 

There might be examples of other countries in the world where on language formula worked, 

but imposing the One Nation, One Language formula would demean the cultural 

diversity of India.  

The past instances of Linguistic reorganisation of states are a lesson for us.  

Violent protests were witnessed when the linguistic identities were being suppressed.  

A unified nation does not necessarily need to have Uniformity. There are other factors which 

integrate the Indians. 

  The Case of English Language: 

During the CA debates, there were also members who advocated for making English as a 

national language. But to them, Nehru’s answer was, ‘while English is a great language 

(that) …has done us a lot of good, …no nation can become great on the basis of a foreign 

language’. 

The chosen language should be more or less a language of the people, not a language of a 

learned coterie. Also this language should represent the composite culture of India.  

English ranks as the 44th most widely spoken language by Indians that is, only 20% of the 

population can speak in English. 

Drafting everything important in English, be it forms to fill in, instructions on packages of 

products ranging from medicines to electronics, or top-level announcements of 

government policy. This has caused a backlash among some citizens against English and 

in favour of Hindi. 

   

The three language Formula: 

 Our language policy was taken as ‘settled’ since the 1960s. In 1959 as well as in 1963, 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru gave a solemn undertaking on behalf of the Government of 

India that the government was committed to a relaxed three language formula under which 

Hindi would be the official language with English continuing in parallel with it until the non-

Hindi speaking people agree to the abolition of the latter. The Constitution had already kept 

the window open for indefinite continuation of English (Article 343-4). Accordingly, the 

Official Languages Act was passed in 1963 permitting continuation of English beyond the 

first 15 years of the Constitution. 


