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1. Howdy Modi- Important Aspects From The Speech 
 

Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s seven-day USA visit was jam-packed with intensive 

discussions on diplomatic relations, trade wars, economic disparities, terrorism and global 

issues. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took the stage in front of over 50,000 Indian-Americans 

who had gathered for the ‘Howdy, Modi’ diaspora event in Houston, Texas to promote 

India-US ties. 

  

Highlights: 

The arrival of President Trump and other leaders of America and speaking highly of India 

is the respect bestowed upon the achievements of Indians living in America. It is the respect 

bestowed to 130 billion Indians. 

Our languages are a great representation of our liberal and democratic society. For 

centuries, thousands of languages have peacefully co-existed in India. 

Unity in Diversity is our emblem. It is the basic fabric of our vibrant democracy. This is 

our power and our inspiration. 

The formation of New India is India’s biggest oath at the moment. The nation is working 

very hard to realize the dream. 

Data is the new oil. It is available at cheapest rate in India. 

A few days back India bid farewell to an important challenge in front of it. Article 370 had 

deprived the people of J&K and Ladakh of equal rights. Terrorists and separatists were using 

this situation to their advantage. The time has come for a decisive battle against terrorism. 

India, today, isn’t postponing challenges, it is fighting it head on. India isn’t working on 

small incremental changes, but on complete solutions. 

 

Source: Times of India. 



  

 

 

 

2. The Quad- First Ministerial Meeting 
 

News: 

The Quad - the four-way dialogue between the US, Japan, India and Australia - has met at 

the ministerial level for the first time in a “significant elevation” of the dialogue on efforts 

by the partners countries to advance cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo hosted a meeting  on Thursday that was attended by 

Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, and Foreign Ministers Toshimitsu Motegi of 

Japan and Marise Payne of Australia. 

  

Issues discussed In this meeting: 

  

Wide-ranging discussion of  collective efforts to advance a free and open Indo Pacific, 

including counterterrorism, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, maritime security 

cooperation, development finance, and cybersecurity were made. 

Exercises like this contributed to security cooperation among the Quad members, but the 

group does  not want to become a military alliance. As It is not directed against anyone but 

aimed at mutual cooperation. 

India’s emergence as a net security provider in the region and a global actor  regards 

India’s contribution as vital to the safeguarding of a rules-based system in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

While the Quad would not set up another bank, the members would help develop 

private sector financing using some government aid as seed money for the development of 

countries. This is a response for China’s ‘predatory lending’ policy.  

  

 The Quad: 

  

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) is the strategic dialogue between four countries 

viz. India, United States, Japan and Australia. It was originally initiated in 2007 but later 

disbanded with withdrawal of Australia. It was revived in 2017 and is being viewed as 

response to increased Chinese. 

  



Objectives of the dialogue: 

  

Although the primary aim of this dialogue is to provide security in the Indo- Pacific region , 

the ulterior motive behind this is seen by many to form a strategic partnership deal against 

China’s rise in the region. 

They agreed that a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific region serves the 

long-term interests of all countries in the region and of the world at large. Quad officials also 

exchanged views on addressing the common challenges of terrorism and proliferation 

linkages impacting the region, as well as on enhancing connectivity. 

Cooperative security does not necessarily require a formal military alliance – it means the 

sharing of intelligence; joint counter-terrorism and counter-proliferation efforts; upholding 

the rules and norms governing maritime trade; providing help to the littoral states to meet 

their security needs; helping to counter piracy, arms smuggling, and narcotics trafficking; 

and, undertaking joint humanitarian and disaster relief (HADR) operations in the region 

 The Quad is essentially rejuvenated against the backdrop of an emerging narrative for a 

free and open Indo-Pacific. This narrative is presumably aimed against China, as its heavy 

militarisation and territorial claims in the South China Sea along with its strategic naval 

outposts in the Indian Ocean region is being primarily held as the main disrupting force in 

the region. As a unit it seeks to balance out China in some ways. 

  

  

3. Malabar 2019 - Triservice Exercise 

  

News: 

India, the US and Japan began the ‘Malabar 2019’ trilateral maritime exercise in the Pacific 

Ocean. Malabar 2019 would endeavour to further strengthen India-Japan-US naval 

cooperation and enhance interoperability, based on shared values and principles. 

 

What is Malabar trilateral exercise? 

  

The Malabar Exercise is a  trilateral maritime exercise between navies of India, Japan and 

the US. Although  it started off in 1992 as a bilateral exercise between India and the US, 

Japan joined in 2015 to make it a trilateral exercise. Singapore and Australia have been 

non-permanent members previously. This exercise includes a diverse range of activities 

such as fighter combat operations and maritime interdiction operations. 

  



Significance: 

Malabar 2019 exercise seeks to further strengthen India-Japan-US naval cooperation and 

enhance interoperability, based on shared values and principles.  

The exercise involves complex maritime operations in surface, sub-surface and air domains. 

It also focuses on maritime interdiction operations (MIO), anti-submarine warfare (ASW), 

anti-air and anti-surface firings. 

Thus the participation of Indian naval ships and aircraft in the trilateral exercise would 

significantly bolster strong maritime bonds of friendship between three participant 

countries and at the same time it would contribute towards security and stability in 

region.  

U.S. participation in the exercises indicates its interests in ensuring maritime security in the 

Indian Ocean region. 

With China’s growing military strength and its increasing presence in the Indian Ocean, 

Malabar has assumed greater importance as it is a platform to improve interoperability 

between the navies. 

Finally the deeper geopolitical salience of the exercise is about joint stewardship of the 

maritime domain – the traditional global commons.  Malabar exercise is a symbol of the 

depth of such collective endeavour. 

 

4.Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism 

  

Context:  

The members of GIFCT recently met at the UN General Assembly to discuss the progress 

on the steps taken to implement Christchurch Call to Action. 

  

About GIFCT: 

In summer 2017, Facebook, YouTube, Microsoft and Twitter came together to form the 

Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism(GIFCT). 

The objective of the GIFCT has always been to substantially disrupt terrorists’ ability to 

promote terrorism, disseminate violent extremist propaganda, and exploit or glorify real-

world acts of violence on our services.  

  

Christchurch Call to Action: 

The terrorist attacks of 15 March 2019 on the Muslim community of Christchurch(New 

Zealand) highlighted that internet is no longer immune to terrorist attacks and that there 

is an urgent need for action and over this issue.  



The attack was livestreamed, went viral and remains available on the web despite the 

measures taken to remove it. 

This call was initiated by France and New Zealand during the Online Extremism Summit in 

Paris. It was later on joined by several countries including India. 

The Call outlines collective, voluntary commitments from Governments and online service 

providers intended to address the issue of terrorist and violent extremist content online 

and to prevent the abuse of the internet as occurred in and after the Christchurch 

attacks. 

 All action on this issue must be consistent with principles of a free, open and secure 

internet, without compromising human rights and fundamental freedoms, including 

freedom of expression.  

It must also recognise the internet’s ability to act as a force for good, including by 

promoting innovation and economic development and fostering inclusive societies.  

GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENT 
 

1.  IPCC’s Special Report- 3 

  

Context: 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) published a new report titled ‘Special 

Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate’. The report focuses on changes 

that are occurring on Glaciers, oceans, ice-deposits and land surface due to climate change. 

First two reports:- 

1. Global warming of 1.5 degree 

2. Land and Climate Change 

This is third and last report of IPCC’s special report series on climate change. 

  

Key findings:- 

During the 21st century rate of melting of glaciers, Ocean acidification and Global warming 

will increase. Oceans will have high temperature and marine heat waves will increase 

significantly. 

These conditions will result in extreme El Niño and La Niña events. 

Glaciers in Himalaya lost 220 billion tonnes of ice shit every year between 2006 to 2015. 

Greenland lost 278 billion tonnes of ice every year between 2006 to 2015 which is enough 

to cause sea level rise of 0.8 mm per year 

Global mean sea level has increased 16 cm between 1902-2015. The sea level has rose to 

the rate of 3.6 mm per year between 2006-2015. 



From 1993 the rate of marine heat waves and ocean warming is nearly doubled. 

Oceans have absorbed 90% of excess heat in the environment from 1973.  

 

What is Inter governmental panel on climate change (IPCC)? 

It’s an international body to assess and research the impact of climate change on earth’s 

environment. It was created in 1988 by United Nations Environment Program(UNEP) and 

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO). 

   

2. Global Goalkeeper Award 
  

Context: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation honoured India’s prime minister Narendra 

Modi with Global GoalKeeper award for swaccha Bharat Mission launched by his 

government. 

  

About the Award:- 

It facilitates change makers around the world who contribute achievement of sustainable 

Development Goals (SDG) sept by United Nations in 2015.  

The award is given annually in 5 different categories like Progress Award (age 16-30), 

Changemaker Award (age 16-30), Campaign Award (age 16-30), Goalkeepers Voice Award 

(any age), and the Global Goalkeeper Award (any age). 

  

What does this award mean for India? 

A sanitation survey conducted under World Bank supervision found that 90.4% of villages 

are open defecation free now and 93.1% of rural households have access to toilets. The 

World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that this initiative that has tremendously 

improved sanitation and hygiene levels in the country which in turn has the potential to 

save thousands of lives by reducing the incidence of diarrhea and malnutrition. When it 

reaches its full potential, the mission will have played an important role in reducing the 

incidence of communicable diseases in India. 

The intangible effects include the significant improvement in quality of lives of women for 

whom open defecation was both difficult and unsafe. In this light the Global Goalkeepers 

Award to Prime Minister Narendra Modi is a well-deserved one. 

  

What are SDGs? 

SDGs are goals set by United Nations General Assembly(UNGA) in 2015 for the welfare of 

mankind. SDGs are expected to get completed before 2030. Before SDGs UNGA had set 



up Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) but they had target date of 2015 so UNGA 

came up with new Goals. 

Now there are 17 Goals of Sustainable Development agenda which every nation is expected 

to achieve till 2030. 

 

Swaccha Bharat Mission(SBM) 

It was launched on October 2, 2014. 

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation manages the mission’s activities. 

There are two Sub-missions under SBM, SBM(Gramin) and SBM (urban). 

A study by WHO says that Swachh Bharat will lead to saving of 300,000 lives by 2019. 

  

3.  Forest-Plus 2.0 
  

Context:- US Agency for International Development (USAID) and India’s Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) launched Forest-Plus 2.0 programme 

on 25th September,2019. 

  

 

What is Forest Plus? 

• It is a program for developing new techniques of ecosystem management and use of 

ecological resources. Before this India had Forest-PLUS program, pilot projects were held 

at Sikkim, Rampur, Shivamogga and Hoshangabad. Under this project solar heating 

system, ideal Afro-forestry models were developed. 

Forest-PLUS 2.0 marks the second series of this project. 

  

About Forest-PLUS 2.0 

Tetra tech ARD a company based and headquartered in USA and IORA Ecological 

solutions, a Delhi based environmental advisory organisation will implement this project. 

The project will begin on three different landscapes- 

a. Gaya-Bihar(Forest deficit region) 

b. Medak-Telangana(drier region) 

c.  Thiruvananthapuram-Kerala( high biodiversity) 

The program will focus on capacity building for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 

and forest Degradation (REDD+) 

 

Targets 



1. Generating inclusive economic activity of $12 million 

2. At least 8 lakh households should be benefited by this project 

3. To Bring 1,20,000 hectares of land under effective management. 

 

Points of Action 

Developing economic opportunities for the forest dependent people. 

Developing tools of automation like an app for forest management or planning of use of 

forest resources and monitoring the balance of ecosystem. 

 

4. Draft National Resource Efficiency Policy 

  

Context:  In order to promote maximum plastic recycling, the draft has proposed 100% 

recycling and reuse of PET plastic by 2025 and 75% recycling and reuse rate of other plastic 

packaging materials by 2030. 

  

Need Of The  Waste Generation: 

From collection of waste to disposal, cities are struggling to implement an affordable and 

sustainable model. 

Currently, India generates about 62 million tonnes of municipal solid waste (MSW).  

It is evident that waste generation in cities is increasing by 5% each year because of growing 

population and consumption.  

With poor systems of segregation, recycling and reuse, wastes including hazardous wastes 

(includes biomedical, plastics, domestic hazardous wastes and e-wastes) are improperly 

disposed, endangering the environment and human health. 

  

Key Principles Of New Draft:  

Reduction in primary resource consumption to ‘sustainable’ levels, in keeping with 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and staying within the planetary 

boundaries 

Creation of higher value with less material through resource efficient and circular 

approaches; 

Waste minimization; 

Material security and creation of employment opportunities. 

 

Key Features Of Policy: 



It seeks to set up a National Resource Efficiency Authority (NREA) with a core working group 

housed in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and a members group 

with representations from different ministries, state/union territory, and other 

stakeholders. 

The authority would be supported by an Inter-Ministerial National Resource Efficiency 

Board to guide on the aspects critical to its implementation. 

It also plans to offer tax benefits on recycled materials, green loans to small and medium 

Enterprises (SMEs) and soft loans to construct waste disposal facilities, apart from setting 

up Material Recovery Facilities (MRF). 

Idea of the national policy is to drive the country towards circular economy through 

efficient use of available material resources, based on principle of 6R (reduce, reuse, 

recycle, redesign, re-manufacture and refurbish)and ‘green public procurement’. 

It also pitches for moving towards ‘zero landfill’ approach in the country. Concerning 

construction and demolition (C&D) waste, it mentions that municipalities in Tier 1 and 

Tier 2 cities should start inventorizing C&D waste data by 2022. Recycling rate for C&D 

waste should reach 50% by 2025 and 75% by 2030.   

In order to promote maximum plastic recycling, the draft has proposed 100% recycling and 

reuse of PET plastic by 2025 and 75% recycling and reuse rate of other plastic packaging 

materials by 2030. 

 

Source – live mint. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

1. Project NETRA  
  

Context : It is the project initiated by ISRO as an early warning system in space to detect 

debris and other hazards to Indian satellites. 

  

About the project : 

It will help India in Space Situational Awareness (ASS) like other developed space powers. 

which is used to ‘predict’ threats from debris to Indian satellites. 



SSA will first be for low-earth orbits which have remote-sensing spacecraft. 

Under NETRA the ISRO plans to put up many observational facilities: connected radars, 

telescopes; data processing units and a control centre. 

They can, among others, spot, track and catalogue objects as small as 10 cm, up to a range 

of 3,400 km and equal to a space orbit of around 2,000 km. 

The NETRA effort would make India a part of international efforts towards tracking, 

warning about and mitigating space debris. 

  

Why needed? 

Currently there are 15 functional Indian communication satellites in the geostationary orbit 

of 36,000 km;  

13 remote sensing satellites in LEO of up to 2,000 km; and eight navigation satellites in 

medium earth orbits.  

Their protection is utmost importance for India. 

  

What NETRA consists of ? 

In the plans are a high-precision, long range telescope in Leh and a radar in the North East. 

Along with them, we will also use the Multi-Object Tracking Radar (MOTR) that we have put 

up at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, and the telescopes at Ponmudi and 

Mount Abu to get a broad SSA picture. 

The new SSA centre would consolidate debris tracking activities that are now spread across 

ISRO centres. 

  

What are space debris ? 

Space debris could be floating particles from dead satellites or rocket parts that stay in orbit 

for many years. 

Satellite agencies worry over even a speck of paint or fragment floating towards their 

spacecraft: it disables on board electronics and cripples the satellite worth several 

hundred crore rupees. 

  

 2. Quantum Supremacy  

  

Context : It was reported that a draft research paper claimed that Google researchers 

had achieved a long-sought-after goal in physics called “quantum supremacy”. 

  

What is Quantum Supremacy?  



 Quantum supremacy refers to a quantum computer solving a problem that cannot be 

expected of a classical computer in a normal lifetime. 

This relates to the speed at which a quantum computer performs. 

The quantum processor referred in the paper took 200 seconds to perform a calculation. 

The world’s fastest supercomputer, Summit, would have taken 10,000 years to accomplish 

this. 

  

 What is Quantum Computers? 

A quantum computer differs from a traditional computer in the way it stores information. 

A traditional computer stores information in the form of bits that can take only two values - 

zero or one. 

A quantum computer stores it in the form of quantum bits (qubits) that can take on various 

combinations of zero and one. 

  

How do Quantum Computers Work? 

Quantum computers work by harnessing the properties of quantum mechanics. 

Quantum computers use logical units called quantum bits, or qubits for short, that can be 

put into a quantum state where they can simultaneously represent both 0 and 1. 

 

ECONOMY 

 

1. IRCTC IPO 

  

Context:  Despite a volatile stock market, the initial public offering or IPO of IRCTC 

attracted huge demand among investors providing a boost to the government’s 

disinvestment plan. 

 An initial public offering (IPO) refers to the process of offering shares of a private 

corporation to the public in a new stock issuance. Public share issuance allows a company 

to raise capital from public investors. 

  

Details of the transactions: 

 The Rs. 645-crore initial public offering of state-owned Indian Railway Catering and 

Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) was subscribed almost 112 times, making it the most 

successful share sale in over 20 months.  

 While the government had targeted a mop-up of ₹645 crore, IRCTC’s IPO saw bids 

amounting to a whopping ₹72,000 crore! 



 YES Securities (India), SBI Capital Markets and IDBI Capital Markets & Securities are the 

managers to the offer. 

 An interesting feature of the IRCTC IPO was that the shares reserved for employees were 

subscribed nearly 6 times. 

 The bumper demand for IRCTC shares have been attributed to its monopolistic nature of 

business, high brand recall, attractive valuation of the offer and good dividend pay-out 

track record of the company. However, the success of this IPO does not necessarily mean 

all issuances will do well. 

  

About IRCTC: 

IRCTC is the only entity authorised by the Indian Railways to provide services. 

It is not only an e-Commerce player, but also enjoys a monopoly over the business of 

booking railway tickets online. 

It has a monopoly over the catering of food served on trains. 

It is exclusively authorised to manufacture and supply packaged drinking water at 

stations/trains.  

Thus, it provides opportunities in increasing market share in e-ticketing, packaged drinking 

water, and in e-catering.  

It is not just confined to the railways -- IRCTC also supports booking of flight tickets and 

holiday packages, among other things.  

 

POLITY 

 

1. National Population Register: My Identity, My Pride 
  

Context: Home Minister Amit Shah had floated the idea of “one nation, one card”, 

asserting that the NRC would be implemented across the country. The idea of conducting a 

nationwide NRC would only happen on the basis of the upcoming NPR. After a list of 

residents is created, a nationwide NRC could go about verifying the citizens from that list. 

 Background:  

The data for National Population Register was collected in 2010 along with the house 

listing phase of Census of India 2011. The updation of this data was done during 2015 by 

conducting door to door survey. 

  

 Details of the NPR: 



It has now been decided, by the Office of the Registrar General of India (RGI) under the 

Home Ministry, to update the NPR along with the house listing phase of Census 2021 in 

all the States/UTs except Assam. 

The objective of the NPR is to create a comprehensive identity database of every usual 

resident in the country. It would contain demographic as well as biometric particulars.  

A usual resident is defined for the purposes of NPR as a person who has resided in a local 

area for the past 6 months or more or a person who intends to reside in that area for the 

next 6 months or more. 

It is mandatory for every usual resident of India to register in the NPR. 

 It is being prepared under provisions of the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Citizenship 

(Registration of Citizens and issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. 

 As per Section 14A of the Citizenship Act 1955 as amended in 2004, it is compulsory for 

every citizen of the country to register in the National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC). 

The creation of the National Population Register (NPR) is the first step towards 

preparation of the NRIC. 

 

National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) 

 

It will be a Register of citizens of the country. It will be prepared at the local (Village level), 

sub District (Tehsil/Taluk level), District, State and National level after verifying the details 

in the NPR and establishing the citizenship of each individual. The NRIC, therefore, would 

be a sub-set of the NPR. 

 As per the provisions of the NPR, a resident identity card (RIC) will be issued to individuals 

over the age of 18. This will be a chip-embedded smart card containing the demographic 

and biometric attributes of each individual. The UID number will also be printed on the 

card. 

 

 



Connection between National Population Register and Aadhaar 

 There has been an ongoing debate about which agency has primacy over collection of 

biometrics. However, it has been decided that the RGI will ask the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) to verify biometrics of individuals for inclusion in the recently 

revived NPR programme, instead of collecting them afresh. 

The data collected in NPR will be sent to UIDAI for de-duplication and issue of Aadhaar 

Number. A person who has already enrolled with UIDAI still has to register under NPR. 

Thus the register will contain three elements of data: 

1. Demographic data 

2. Biometric data and 

3. The Aadhaar (UID Number) 

It has been argued that the NPR would be more suited for transfer of subsidies than the 

UID, as the population register has data linking each individual to a household. 

Unlike Aadhaar, the NPR seeks to capture and correlate several other demographic details 

rather than restricting itself to biometrics. 

  

Way ahead: 

 As the debate continues on Aadhaar and privacy, the NPR intends to collect a much 

larger amount of personal data on residents of India. However, it is also likely that it will 

ease the life of those residing in India by cutting red tape. It expects to streamline data of 

residents across various platforms by combining a host of identity databases such as 

Aadhaar, mobile number, PAN, passport, driving licence and voter ID etc. A comprehensive 

identity database of its residents will help the government formulate its policies better and 

also aid national security.  

 

 

2. Right to be forgotten on the internet 
 

Context:  European Union’s highest court ruled that an online privacy rule known as the 

‘right to be forgotten’ under European law would not apply beyond the borders of EU 

member states. The European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled in favour of the search engine 

giant Google, which was contesting a French regulatory authority’s order to have web 

addresses removed from its global database. 

 

Background: 



The case between France and Google to remove sensitive information available globally on 

the Google related to certain class of people was a test of whether individuals have the 

right to demand the removal of personal data from internet search results without stifling 

free speech and legitimate public interest. 

The court in its judgment limited the reach of the online privacy law known as ‘right to be 

forgotten’, restricting people’s ability to control what information is available about them 

on the internet and stated that the balance between privacy and free speech must be 

taken into account while deciding if websites should be delisted over the internet. 

 

Right to be forgotten under European law:  

The right to be forgotten empowers individuals to ask organisations to delete their 

personal data. It is provided by the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), a law 

passed by the 28-member bloc in 2018. 

 

 

Right to be forgotten in India:  

Right to be forgotten refers to the ability of an individual to limit, delink, delete, or correct 

the disclosure of the personal information on the internet that is misleading, 

embarrassing, or irrelevant. 

It allows for the lawful removal of personal information of an individual if such request is 

made. 

The right to be forgotten is distinct from the right to privacy because the right to privacy 

comprises of the information that is not publicly known, whereas the right to be 

forgotten involves removing information that was publicly known at a certain time and 

not allowing third parties to access the information. 

Legislative Stand: In India, there are no legal provisions related to it. 

1) Neither the Information Technology (IT) Act 2000 (amended in 2008) nor the IT 

Rules, 2011 deals with the right to be forgotten. 

2) Only Section 27 of the draft Data Protection bill has listed out three scenarios in 

which an individual will have the right to restrict or prevent continuing disclosure of 

personal data, also known as the right to be forgotten. 

3) This will be applicable if data disclosure is no longer necessary, or the consent to 

use data has been withdrawn, or if data is being used contrary to the provisions of 

the law. 

Judicial Stand: There have been instances, where the High courts have upheld the right of 

an individual to be forgotten.  



1) For instance, the Karnataka High Court upheld a woman’s right to be forgotten 

stating that the right is in line with the trend in the western countries. In the sensitive 

cases involving women in general and highly sensitive cases involving rape or 

affecting the modesty and reputation of the person concerned, it must be adhered 

to. 

2) The Delhi High Court, in another case had asked from the Centre and Google 

whether the right to privacy included the right to delink from the Internet the 

irrelevant information. 

  

Way Forward: 

There must be a balance between the right to privacy and protection of personal data (as 

covered under Article 21 of the Indian constitution), on the one hand, and the freedom of 

information of internet users (under Article 19), on the other. 

A comprehensive data protection law must address these issues and minimize the conflict 

between the two fundamental rights that form the crucial part of the golden trinity (Art. 

14,19 and 21) of the Indian constitution.  

 

Source : The Hindu, Indian Express 

  

 

 

3. Impeachment of US President (Comparison with India) 

  

Context: Amid controversy over a summer phone call between Donald Trump and the new 

leader of Ukraine, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi ordered a formal impeachment inquiry of 

the US President.  

  

Impeachment Process in USA:  

1. Grounds of Impeachment: Under the Constitution, the President, Vice president and 

“all civil officers of the United States” can be removed from office for “treason, bribery, or 

other high crimes and misdemeanours”. 

2. To begin impeachment proceedings, a House member can introduce an impeachment 

resolution, or the entire House can vote to initiate an investigation into whether there are 

grounds for impeachment. 

3. The House Judiciary Committee or a special committee will then investigate. The panel 

votes on whether to bring a vote to the full House. 



4. Impeachment in the 435- member House must be approved with a simple majority. If 

the House votes to impeach, the matter moves to the Senate, where a trial is held. The 

chief justice of the US Supreme Court presides over the trial. 

5. A two-thirds majority vote is required in the 100-member Senate to convict and 

remove a president from office. 

6. So far two US Presidents have been impeached- Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton. 

  

  

Impeachment Process in India: 

1. In India, the President can be impeached on the ground of ‘violation of the 

Constitution’. The phrase violation of Constitution has not been defined. 

2. The charges of impeachment can be initiated in either of the houses. 

3. These charges should be signed by one-fourth members of the House (that framed the 

charges), and a 14 days’ notice should be given to the President. 

4. After the impeachment resolution is passed by a majority of two-thirds of the total 

membership of that House, it is sent to the other House, which should investigate the 

charges.  

5. If the other House also sustains the charges and passes the impeachment resolution by 

a majority of two-thirds of the total membership, then the President stands removed from 

his office from the date on which the resolution is so passed.  

6. So far no Indian President has been impeached. 

  

In both countries, the procedure is Quasi Judicial. 

 

 

 

HISTORY 

1. Paika Rebellion 

 

Context:  President Kovind  to lay a foundation of a memorial dedicated to Paika 

Rebellion in  Khurda, Odisha. 

  

Who were Paikas? 

Paikas were essentially the peasant militias of the Gajapati rulers of Odisha who 

rendered military service to the king during times of war while taking up cultivation during 



times of peace. They rose in rebellion against the British under the leadership of Baxi 

Jagandhu Bidyadhara as early as 1817 to throw off the British oppression. 

  

What caused the rebellion? 

Rulers of Khurda were traditionally the custodians of Jagannath Temple and ruled as the 

deputy of lord Jagannath on earth. They symbolised the political and cultural freedom of 

the people of Odisha.  

The British, having established their sway over Bengal Province and Madras Province to the 

north and south of Odisha, occupied it in 1803. 

The Gajapati King of Odisha Mukunda Deva-ll was a minor then and initial resistance by Jai 

Rajguru, the custodian of Mukunda Deva-II, was crushed brutally.  

A few years later, the Paikas under Baxi Jagabandhu, the hereditary chief of the militia army 

of the Gajapati King, rose in rebellion, taking support of tribals and other sections of 

society. The rebellion started in March 1817 and spread quickly.  

The tribals of Ghumusar (part of present day Ganjam and Kandhmal Districts) and other 

sections of the population also actively took part in it.  

The Paikas attacked British symbols of power, setting ablaze police stations, administrative 

offices and the treasury during their march towards Khurda, from where the British fled.  

The Paikas were supported by the rajas of Kanika, Kujang, Nayagarh and Ghumusar and 

zamindars, village heads and ordinary peasants.  

 The British were initially taken aback and then tried to regain lost ground but faced stiff 

resistance from the rebelling Paikas. Many a battle ensued with some victories to the 

rebels, but the British finally managed to defeat them within three months. 

  

First war of Independence in India? 

So far, the Revolt of 1857 was regarded as the first war of Independence. 

The year 2017 marked the 200th anniversary of the rebellion and the Odisha state 

Government had asked the Centre to declare first war of Independence in Indian History.  

Accordingly, the HRD ministry made changes in the school textbooks stating, “Paika Bidroha 

will find a place as the First War of Independence against the British Rule in the history 

books, since it predates the 1857 Revolt.” 

The Paika Rebellion is one among the peasant rebellions that took place in India when the 

British East India Company was expanding its military enterprise. Because these uprisings 

violently clashed with European colonialists and missionaries on many occasions, their 

resistance is seen as the first expression of resistance against colonial rule — and 

therefore considered to be ‘nationalist’ in nature. 

 



 

 


