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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(13th to 19th January) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. Brazil India Relations : It’s Time India Looks At 

Brazil Beyond BRICS 
Context: 

Brazilian president Jair Bolsonaro  visits India as Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s chief guest for Republic Day. This is his first visit to India. 

  

Visit highlights: 
• The usual accords containing 15 agreements from  agricultural exports from Brazil to 

cooperation in cybersecurity, technology and medicine were signed.  
• Talks on peace and friendship and bargaining for the global position of developing 

nations. 
• Both nations decided on  an action plan to further expand strategic ties between them. 
• The two countries also  signed an investment cooperation and facilitation treaty to  

provide a framework to increase trade and investment in high growth areas. 
• Both PM's agreed that the two countries could collaborate in  ethanol production as 

Brazil is a leader in this field, and would share state of the  art technology with India . 
Pm  Modi said this would serve India’s developmental goals. 
  
  

India- Brazil relationship significance: 
• The leaders have  adopted the Action Plan to Strengthen the Strategic Partnership . It  

is a comprehensive and forward looking document that defines action in all spheres of 
cooperation,  

i. Political and Strategic Coordination 
ii. Trade & Commerce, Investments, Agriculture, Civil Aviation and Energy 

iii. Science, Technology and Innovation 
iv. Space Cooperation 
v. Environment and Technical Cooperation; Health 

vi. Defence and Security 
vii. Culture and Education 
viii.  Consular Issues, Social Security and Legal Cooperation. 

  
• India and Brazil will work in  the framework of G-4 in order to realize their goal to serve 

as permanent members on a reformed and expanded UNSC so as to make the world 
body more democratic, representative and reflective of the changed world order. 
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• India-MERCOSUR 

The nations agreed upon  India-MERCOSUR Preferential Trade Agreement 

towards a more comprehensive and encompassing agreement. 

  
  

• Brazil beyond BRICS: 

Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) is an acronym for the combined 
economies of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. Economists at Goldman 
Sachs originally coined the term BRIC in 2000 
  

Why we need to view Brazil as a separate entity for trade: 
  

• Brazil is  the largest single country market in the Western world after the US in terms 
of population. With a per capita GDP of approximately $9,000, and has a GDP of $2 
trillion and among the top 10 economies of the world. 

• Brazil tops the position in agro-chemicals which are of importance to us. 
• Brazil unlike India is a significant oil producer and an oil exporter. Indian imports from 

Brazil is approximately 40 per cent crude oil. 
• Similar issues with the WTO include , Mutual Protectionism where b India and Brazil 

today have a WTO case going on against India’s sugar subsidies. This is because both  
are large domestic markets and producers that want to block access. 

  

In conclusion: 
• India and Brazil are large markets and we obviously need to cooperate for mutual 

benefits. 
• India needs to strategically play its cards to ensure the best 
• Agriculture is one area India can offer meaningful concessions to Brazil in return for 

opening up the industrial markets in Brazil and this is an important area where 
opportunity should not be missed. 
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
1. e-Governance 

Context: 

 Using data analytics and information sharing, the Department of Revenue has 
identified as many as 931 cases of fraudulent GST (Goods and Services Tax) refund 
claims. These taxpayers, who have purchased goods from tax-evading non-filers, 
would face verification and scrutiny. 

  

National Conference on e-Governance  
  
o Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) along with 

Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) organizes the Conference 
every year since 1997. 

o The 23rd edition will be held at Mumbai, Maharashtra on 7-8 February 2020.  

  

e-Governance Explained: 

• According to the second ARC, e-Governance is carrying out the functions and achieving 
the results of governance through utilization of ICT to bring about ‘Simple, Moral, 
Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’ (SMART) governance. 

  

• Objectives  
o Exchange of information with citizens, businesses or other government 

departments 
▪ Types of interactions: G2G (Government to Government), G2C (Government 

to Citizens), G2B (Government to Business), G2E (Government to Employees) 
o Simpler, speedier and effective delivery of public services 
o Ushering in transparency and accountability in government functioning  
o Improving internal efficiency 
o Reducing costs / increasing revenue 
o Re-structuring of administrative processes 
o Improving quality and expanding the reach of services 

  

• Pillars of e-Governance 
o People 
o Process 
o Technology 
o Resources 
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• Three components of the 'e-Governance Development Index', by the UN and similar 
frameworks under the 'Digital India' program are: 
o Online Service (Governance and Services on Demand): Seamlessly integrated 

departments, Services through online/mobile, Services for ease of doing business, 
making financial transactions electronics and cashless, leveraging GIS 

o Telecommunication Infrastructure: High speed Internet, Cradle to Grave Digital 
Identity, Mobile Phone and Bank Account, Common Service Centres, Private Space 
on Public Cloud, Safe & Secure Cyber Space 

o Human Capital (Digital Empowerment of Citizens): Universal Digital Literacy, 
Universally accessible Digital Resources, Digital Resources in Indian languages, 
Collaborative Digital Platform 

  

• Some of the other (but not all) government initiatives in this direction:  
o MyGov 
o JAM trinity 
o E-Kranti (NeGP 2.0) 
o National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) to BharatNet 
o National Digital Literacy Mission 
o PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And Timely Implementation) 

o  
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2. Police Commissionerate System  

Context:  

In a significant police reforms measure in Uttar Pradesh, the commissionerate system 
has been introduced in Lucknow and Noida.  

  

Details of the initiative: 

• The two cities have been selected on a pilot basis because they are respectively the 
political and financial capital of UP. Also, the Police Act already provided for police 
commissionerate systems in towns having population of more than a million (ten lakh). 

• A total of 15 functions, which were earlier administered by the district magistrate 
office, will now be taken care of by the police commissionerate. 

• Both cities will get a police commissioner of ADG rank. There will be two IG rank 
officers and nine SP rank officers to assist the police commissioner in both the districts. 
Another woman officer of SP rank will be posted to deal with cases of crimes against 
women. 

  

What is the system? 

• 'Police' is a subject under the State List in the seventh schedule of the constitution. 
Therefore, every state can legislate over it independently. 

• During colonial times, the overall in-charge of a district or region was the district 
collector. Therefore, the executive powers of issuing orders for preventive arrests or 
imposition of Section 144 CrPC, were vested in him, while the SP reported to him. 
Thus, there's a dual system of control at the district level force arrangement, i.e., the 
Superintendent of Police (SP) has to work with the District Magistrate (DM) for 
supervising police administration. 

• However, as per new structure, the Commissioner of Police (CP) is the head of a 
unified police command structure, is responsible for the force in the city, and is 
accountable to the state government. He is also given the magisterial powers, 
including those related to regulation, control, and licensing. 

• It gives an integrated command structure and helps fix responsibility while eliminating 
blame game between civil administration and police when something goes wrong. It 
will lead to quicker and more efficient action. 

• Almost all states barring Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, UT of J&K, and some North-eastern 
states have a commissionerate system. Cities like London and New York already 
showcase a successful commissionerate model of administration at work.  

• At the same time, there has been a strong opposition to such reforms from the IAS 
lobby on account of curtailments on their power. 
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3. Right to Property 

Context: 

 Supreme Court has said that in a welfare state, 'right to property' is a human right. 
The State cannot take possession of such private property without following due 
procedure and authority of law. 

  

Background:  

The Himachal Pradesh government had forcibly taken over Vidya Devi's land to build a road, 
in 1967. However, when challenged in court, the state invoked the doctrine of 'adverse 
possession'. It says that, a person who has been in possession of the property for a 
minimum of 12 years can claim/contend for its ownership it from the original individual 
holding the land, who did not seek legal recourse to oust him from there. However, the 
court held that the state cannot trespass into the private property of a citizen and then 
claim ownership under this rule. 

  

Right to property: 

• Initially, the Constitution of India 1949 contained Article 19(1)(f) i.e. Freedom to 
acquire, enjoy and dispose off the property through lawful means, as well as Article 31 
i.e. Right to own property. According to these, property of a person can be acquired 
under two conditions, for public purpose and with compensation to the owner. 

• But these rights posed a challenge in the way of centralised planning and 
development, agrarian reforms (to dismantle the zamindari system) and land 
acquisition for public infrastructure. Therefore, many of these reforms were inserted 
into the Ninth schedule away from judicial scrutiny. However, this led to a further 
tussle between the legislature and judiciary. 

• Finally, the 44th Amendment of 1978 completely removed these articles from Part III 
(Fundamental Rights) and instead introduced Article 300A in Part XII of the 
Constitution. This protection accorded in a much weaker form stated that ‘no person 
would be deprived of their property save by authority of law.’ 

  

 

4. Levels and Trends in Child Mortality 
Context: 

Recently United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality released the 'Levels 
and Trends in Child Mortality' report 2019. It highlighted that tremendous progress in 
child survival has been made over in last two decades and yet, one young child or 
adolescent died every five seconds in 2018. 

  

Findings of report: 
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• The vast majority of Child Mortality (85 per cent) occur in the first 5 years of life, of 
which almost half (47 per cent) happen during the first month(neonatal mortality), 
largely due to treatable causes such as infectious diseases like diarrhoea. 

• Current trends predict that close to 10 million 5- to 14-year-olds and 52 million 
children under 5 will die between 2019 and 2030. 

• Globally, the under-five mortality rate has dropped by more than half (1990-2018), but 
inequities persist among and within countries. 

• New born mortality is not decreasing as quickly as mortality among children aged 1 to 
59 months. 

• Countries with the highest mortality among children aged 5-14 are concentrated in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 

• According to the report, half of all under-5 deaths in 2018 occurred in five countries: 
India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethiopia. India and 
Nigeria alone account for about a third. 

•   

Under-five mortality rate: probability of dying between birth and exactly five years of 

age, expressed per 1,000 live births. 

Age 5-14 mortality rate: probability of dying between age 5 and 14, expressed per 1,000 

children aged 5. 

Neonatal mortality rate: probability of dying between birth and 28 days of age, 

expressed per 1,000 live births. 

 

State wise Mortality rates 

 
  Image Source: The Hindu 
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Gender Disparity in Child Mortality: 
On an average boys are expected to have a higher probability of dying before reaching age-
5 than girls. But this trend was not reflected in India and some other countries primarily 
located in southern Asia and Western Asia. In these countries the risk of dying before age of 
5 is significantly higher than what would be expected based on global patterns. 
This trend in case of India can be seen from the table given. 
  

Way Forward: 
• The report states almost half of these under-five deaths will be newborns whose 

deaths could be prevented by providing high quality antenatal care, skilled care at 
birth, postnatal care for mothers and their babies, and care of small and sick 
newborns. 

• Basic health services like vaccination, medical treatment, adequate nutrition and clean 
water and sanitation become matters of life and death when children and young 
adolescents do not have access to them. These services should be made available for 
all. 

• These deaths reflect the broader influence of social and economic development on 
children’s health. These regional, social and economic disparities should be reduced to 
end the preventable childhood deaths and no child is left behind. 

 

5. ASER Report 
Context: 

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER), 2019 was recently published by non-
governmental organization Pratham . 
 

About ASER: 
• The report shows the prevalent state of education in India.  

• ASER is a household-based rather than school-based survey which enables all children 
to be included – those who have never been to school or have dropped out, as well as 
those who are in schools. ASER has been conducted every year since 2005 in rural 
districts of India.  

• In 2019, ASER has attempted to shine the spotlight on the early years, reporting on the 
schooling status as well as on a range of important developmental indicators for young 
children in the age group 4-8. 

  
Findings of ASER: 
  
• Preschool and school Enrolment 

a. 90% of children in the 4-8 age group are enrolled in some type of educational 
institution.  
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b. However, young children of the same age vary enormously in terms of where they 
are enrolled. For example, at age 5, 70% children are in anganwadis or pre-
primary classes, but 21.6% are already enrolled in Std I. 

c. Boys and girls have different enrolment patterns even among these young 
children, with a higher proportion of girls enrolled in government institutions 
and a higher proportion of boys in private institutions. These differences grow 
larger as children get older. For example, 56.8% girls and 50.4% boys are in govt. 
Schools while 43.2% girls and 49.6 boys are enrolled in private schools. 

  
• Children in the pre-school 

a. Regardless of whether or where they are enrolled, young children’s ability to do 
cognitive, early language, early numeracy, and social and emotional learning 
tasks is higher among 5-year-olds than among 4-year-olds. However, although at 
age 5, children should be able to do most of these tasks with ease, a large 
proportion is unable to do so. Children from less advantaged homes are 
disproportionately affected. 

b. Outcomes in this age are driven mainly by children’s home characteristics. For 
example, among the pre-primary age group, children with mothers who had 
completed eight or fewer years of schooling are more likely to be attending 
anganwadis or government pre-primary classes; whereas their peers whose 
mothers studied beyond the elementary stage are more likely to be enrolled in 
private LKG/UKG classes. 

c. Children's performance on tasks requiring cognitive skills is strongly related to 
their ability to do early language tasks and early numeracy tasks. This suggests 
that focusing on play-based activities that build memory, reasoning, and problem-
solving abilities is more productive than an early focus on content knowledge. 

  
• Children in STD I, II, III 

a. The variation in age distribution within each grade is widest in Std I and 
decreases in each subsequent grade. But older children continue to do better than 
younger ones on every ASER task. 

b. Children's ability to read Std I level text improves from 16.2% of children in Std I to 
50.8% children in Std III. This also means that half of all children in Std III are 
already at least two years behind where the curriculum expects them to be. 

c. Similarly, 41.1% of students in Std I can recognize 2-digit numbers, while 72.2% of 
students in Std III can do so. While NCERT's specifications on learning outcomes 
expect that children should be able to recognise numbers in STD I itself. 

d. There is a strong relationship between children's cognitive skills and their 
performance on early language and early numeracy tasks. For example, in Std III, 
63.2% of children who did all 3 cognitive tasks correctly were able to read at Std I 
level, as compared to 19.9% of children who were able to do one or none of the 
cognitive tasks correctly. 
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Way forward: 
• The development of brain mainly happens in early years of schooling. Thus, All children 

should be enrolled in pre-schooling and early schooling. 
• The Anganwadi network equipped with ability to implement appropriate school 

readiness activities must be utilised to reach to unreached children. 
• The performance of children on cognitive, early language, early numeracy, and social 

and emotional tasks depends on his/her age with older students performing better. 
Thus, under-age children should not be permitted for enrolment in primary grades 

• Focus on activities that strengthen cognitive skills rather than subject learning in the 
early years may generate substantial benefits in terms of children’s future learning. 
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ECONOMY & AGRONOMY 
 

1. Global inequality  
 Context: 

According to a report by Oxfam the world’s richest 1% have more than twice the 
wealth of the rest of humanity combined . 
  

What the report says? 
• The report shows concerns about the fat that global inequality is out of control due to 

biased economic systems that exclude women and allow billionaires to amass huge 
wealth. 

• It  points out the sad fact that women take care of the children and the elderly of the 
society which should be done actually by the public sector. This unpaid work is 
promoting a sexist economy that further adds to the economic inequality. 

• It recommends the governments to: work towards building national care systems, 
providing free public services and increasing taxes on the wealthy. It also suggests 
countries should try to limit the influence of corporations and the super rich. 

• Some experts argue that capitalist system has led to this unequal distribution of 
wealth and the formation of middle class. 

  

 
  

 
 
Tackling the issue of inequality: 

The United Nations defines inequality as the state of not being equal, especially in 

status, rights, and opportunities. Also the SDG 10 aims to reduce inequalities- both 

social and economic  within and among countries. 
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• Job creation and employment are key ways to reduce inequality: 
o 3 out of 4 women don't work and most are paid 34% less than men performing 

same job with same qualifications. There have been protests and movements 
around the word for "equal pay, equal work" 

o Under article 39(d) of Directive principle of state policy, the Indian Constitution 
also asks he State to achieve this goal. 

o India can solve this by focusing on and encouraging some labour-intensive 
industries in which we have traditional expertise — like textiles, garments and 
food processing — that will also help in job creation for women. 

  
• Just wages for workers: 

o Oxfam points out that an increasing share of profit in manufacturing sector does 
not necessarily increase workers' wages. In fact their share of wages is declining. 

o This can be solved through legislation and strict implementation of labour code. 
  

• Neglect of marginalised sector: 
o The socially marginalised groups remain at the bottom of the pile and are forced 

into stigmatised jobs, further ruining their chances of social and economic 
upliftment. A glaring example of this is manual scavenging. 

  
• Education and health: 

o Deprivation of these two crucial factors reduces one's chances of leading a decent 
life. Spread Education and health facilities, through efforts of State, NGOs and CSR 
funding should be a major focus. 

  
• Digital divide: 

o In today's rapidly changing world the access to digital service has gained 
importance because it has become an effective tool of disseminating ideas and 
information and also governance. To achieve effective delivery of government 
services bridging this divide is the need of the hour. 

  
• Climate change:  The poor people are the worst sufferers of natural calamites  and 

hence the Human Development Report 2019 asks to cut inequality in order to fight 
climate crisis.  

  

 Conclusion: 
 The rising inequality make the battle against poverty even harder. So governments 
around the world should  work towards inclusive growth agenda. Just rising the taxes 
is certainly not the panacea. We need to aim for economic growth which is inclusive 
because failing to do so will only worsen the inequalities.  
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2. E-Commerce: 
Context: 

Jeff Bezos, during his visit to India announced that  Amazon will create 1 million jobs by 
2025 in India.  
  

 
  

About the announcement: 
• Amazon plans to create 1 million jobs through continued investments in technology, 

infrastructure, and its logistics network.  
• The jobs–created both directly and indirectly–will be across industries, including 

information technology, skill development, content creation, retail, logistics, and 
manufacturing. 

• The government however in concerned about protecting the physical retailers. 
  

E-commerce in India: 
• E-commerce (electronic commerce) is the buying and selling of goods and services, or 

the transmitting of funds or data, over an electronic network, primarily the internet. 
• Amazon, Flipkart are among the e-commerce giants of today. 
• Indian Physical retail shopkeepers, small kirana stores are worried as these giants are 

cornering a large share of profit in the market, hence making them difficult to 
compete. 

• Just few days before Jeff Bezos visited India, the Competition Commission of India 
announced a probe into Amazon and Flipkart(now owned b Walmart) for alleged 
violation of competition rules like offering "steep discounts" and promoting "preferred 
sellers". 
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• There are regarding data security and hence the draft e-commerce policy has 
recommended for storing consumer data domestically.  
  

Way ahead: 
• There's a need of proper e-commerce policy to govern this area since this sector in 

India is currently estimated to be of worth $25 billion and is expected to grow  to $200 
billion over next 10 years.  

• Instead of battling against the e-commerce giants government should seek their help 
in extending the technology to the physical retailers and encouraging them to list their 
products on these platforms. 

• Regarding the deep discounts and preferred sellers -which are genuine concerns, the 
draft e-commerce policy has addressed them by setting a sunset clause for the deep 
discounts.  

• This sector has huge potential for creating jobs hence government should look into 
framing guidelines for workers of digital platforms to ensure all relevant labour 
benefits for those working in the gig economy. The Karnataka State Government has 
already taken a step in this direction. 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. CRZ Rules and Blue flag certification  
Context: 

Union ministry of Environment has notified the 2019 Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms, 

replacing the existing CRZ norms of 2011. 

What is CRZ? 

CRZ is an area between boundary of territorial waters(12nautical miles) and specified  
inward distance towards land from High tide line along the coast. 
In order to protect Environment and Biodiversity government forms some rules for 
developmental and other anthropogenic activities in these areas. Eg. Activities like sand 
mining, construction are not permitted in specified area. 
CRZ is classified in mainly 4 categories (CRZ-1, CRZ-2, CRZ-3, CRZ-4) 
  

➢ CRZ-1: 
It covers the area between the High tide line(HTL) and Low Tide Line(LTL) 
Ecologically sensitive areas like coral reefs, mangroves and wild habitats also come 
under this category  
New construction is not permitted in this area 

 
➢ CRZ-2: 

These are urban regions located in the coastal areas. 
Reconstruction of already present building is permitted provided the building will be 
use for its older purpose only. Architectural style should be consistent with 
surrounding natural Habitat  

 
➢ CRZ-3: 

Agriculture, salt manufacturing, parks, play-field etc. are permitted. But no new 
construction is allowed. The area of 200 meter from HTL comes under this category  
 

➢ CRZ-4: 
It forms the area of water till countries territorial limits from Low Tide Line. Activities 
like fishing are permitted in this zone. 

  

CRZ norms by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change(2019 
notification): 
• CRZ-3(A) areas:- 

This areas are described as coastal regions which have population density of 2161 per 
square kilometre. These area had No Development Zone upto 200 meters from HTL. 
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The Government has reduced No Development Zone’s boundary to 50 meters from 
HTL  

  
• CRZ-3(B) areas:- 

The area which has population density less than 2161 per square kilometre and No 
Development Zone till 200 meters from HTL are called as CRZ-3(B) 

  
• Updated rules permit temporary tourism facilities like: 

1. changing rooms 
2. toilet blocks 
3. Drinking water facilities 
4. CCTV Surveillance 
5. Beach access pathways 
6. Solar power project 
7. Landscape lighting 
8. Watch towers 
9. Fencing 
10. Parking place 
11. Entry gates and tourist centres 
12. First aid station 
13. Other facilities required for Blue-flag certification.  

  
• Power for Clearance of projects in CRZ-3, 2 areas are given to the states and CRZ-1, 4 

areas will be managed by centre 
• Islands and backwater Islands will have No Development Zone of 20 meters. 

  

For Prelims: 
• Ministry: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

  
• Law for CRZ: Section 3 of Environment Protection Act,1986 

  
• Government has also announced that it will prepare 13 beaches in the country for 

Blue Flag Certification. It’s a certification given by Foundation of Environmental 
Education( non-profit foundation) based in Denmark. 178 countries including India  
are part of FEE. 

• Beaches are awarded with criteria of Biodiversity protection, natural habitat 
protection, Eco friendly infrastructure on beach, Mangroves development etc. 

  
• Report of Shailesh Nayak Committee on CRZ. 
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2. Carbon Capture  
Context: 

A paper realised in ‘Environmental Research Letter’ reports that carbon capture in 
natural species rich forest is higher than artificial mono-cultured plantations which 
are done for afforestation. 

  

What does the study say? 
• Natural species rich evergreen forest are the best source for capturing carbon. They 

can absorb 300 tones of carbon per hectare  
• India uses only 5 species for compensatory afforestation. Which can harm the 

Biodiversity and not a best practice for carbon capture 
• Grasslands helps in carbon capture and planting trees on them will backfire  
• Protection and regeneration of natural forest mix of native varieties of trees is needed 

than monoculture plantation  
  
India has pledged to create additional 2.5-3 billion tones of Carbon sink through  
afforestation and Tree cover under Intended Nationally Determined Contributions(INDC) 
of Paris Agreement. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

1. Review of India's Energy Policy by International 

Energy Agency 
Context: 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) regularly conducts in-depth peer reviews of 
the energy policies of its member and association countries (India is association 
country since march 2017). This process supports energy policy development and 
encourages the exchange of international best practices and experiences. This first 
in-depth review of India’s energy policies examines the country’s achievements in 
developing its energy sector as well as the challenges it faces in ensuring a 
sustainable energy future.  

  

India and IEA 
• 1998 - Declaration of Cooperation (energy security and statistics) 
• 2011 - Memorandum of Understanding (MoPNG and the IEA) on emergency oil security  
• 2017 - India becomes IEA Association Member  
• 2019 - Milestone year for the IEA-India relationship  

• January Government of India expresses interest in exploring IEA membership  
• June India participates in IEA Governing Board  
• December IEA Ministerial leads to mandate for strategic IEA-India partnership  

• January 2020 – Launch of IEA In-Depth Review of India’s energy policy 
  

  

Achievements: 
 

1. Energy access  
• Electricity: 99.9% household electrification  
• Cleaner cooking: +80 million LPG connections, #GiveItUp  

2. Renewables  
• Progress towards the targeted 175 GW by 2022  
• Ambitions for 450 GW  

3. Energy efficiency  
• National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency  
• UJALA campaign: +370 million LEDs, 7 million LED tube lights  
• Perform Achieve Trade (PAT) scheme 

4. Energy Access 
o Almost 750 million people gained access to electricity in India since 2000, while 

vigorous programmes (e.g Saubhagya Scheme) have helped replace biomass use 
in cooking. 
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5. Growth In Renewables 
o Solar PV and onshore wind have seen strong growth, overtaking for the first time 

investment in thermal power generation in 2018. To reach 175 GW by 2022 and 
450 GW, system integration becomes a priority 
  

 

 

Suggestions by IEA: 
 

1. Energy efficiency  
a. Energy efficiency has increased but it needs to be accelerated. 

2. Electricity 
a. Investment in a flexible, financially sound and clean energy system needs to 

continue. 
b. India should move from planning for scarcity to quality and reliable supply 24/7 

3. Natural Gas 
a. Need for enhanced gas infrastructure, including grids and storage  
b. Market pricing is critical for the creation of a gas trading hub 

4. Oil 
a. India’s oil stocks are a good start and emergency capability needs to follow oil 

demand growth  
b. The upstream reforms such as HELP (Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing 

Policy) need to be continued 
c. The oil imports must be diversified 

5. Coal 
a. Coal reforms like SHAKTI (Scheme for Harnessing and Allocating Koyala 

Transparently in India)  need to be continued 
b. Coal remains the backbone of the energy system, accounting for two thirds in 

electricity generation and a quarter in industry. The efficiency and environmental 
performance of the coal sector remain critical. 
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Key Recommendations: 
1. Continue to promote energy investments:  

a. Move towards market pricing for all energy commodities. 
b. Make stable regulatory rules for all players in the market. 

2. Prioritise actions to foster energy security:  
a. Work with the States on the integration of variable renewables and boost 

flexibility 
b. Reinforce oil emergency response, benefitting from international best practice 
c. Create a natural gas market with robust gas infrastructure  

3. Create a cross-government framework for energy policy 
4. Continue to work with the IEA and expand international energy collaboration to 

benefit from international best practice and highlight India’s energy successes. 
  

Conclusion: 
With the population of more than 1.3 billion and one of the fastest growing 
economies, the need of the energy for India will double in 2040 and electricity need 
will be tripled. The energy choices that India would make will be critical for Indian 
citizens as well as the future of planet. Thus, India must take into consideration the 
review by IEA and implement necessary environment friendly policies. 

 

3. Corona Virus 
Context: 

As per the World Health Organization (WHO), In China recently one person has 
infected 14 health officials in Wuhan City due to coronavirus. 
  

What is Corona Virus, Why It is so Dangerous? 
Coronavirus is a zoonotic virus, which affects mammals including humans. In humans, 
Coronavirus targets respiratory organs which may be lethal in some cases and due to its 
crown-like shape it is called a Coronavirus. 
  

Symptoms of Corona Virus: 
Cough, cold, shortness of breath, fever are generally symptoms of coronavirus. It may cause 
Pneumonia, Kidney failure, 
And death. 
  

Critical Issues: 
• At present there is no vaccine for Corona and virus can develop resistance against a 

medicine. 

• Lack of specific treatment is also a cause of worry. 

• As stated earlier speed at which it is infecting other people frightened us and reminds 
us of a similar attack of Severe acute respiratory syndrome(SAR) and middle east 
respiratory problem(MERP). 
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What are MERP and SAR? 
Both are Coronavirus, which had turned into an epidemic. In particular SAR has infected 
8,000 people and killed 800 in 2002-03 (according to WHO). Due to its highly infectious 
nature, it damages trade, travel and tourism business, aviation sector etc. The global 
economy loss which has been calculated by Jong-Wha Lee was $40 bn in 2003. 
  

Way forward: 
Therefore we must communicate with people and spread information about the 
Coronavirus. We must detect and prevent the spread of coronavirus as soon as possible. 
  
  
  

4. Manned Moon Missions, Renewed interests, Indian 

ambitions 
  

Context:  
Indian American Raja Chari may be the part of NASA's first women and next man 
moon mission, by the year of 2024 through Artemis lunar exploration programme.  
  

What is Artemis lunar exploration programme? 
• In 1968 to 1972 America has launched 9 human mission to the moon in which, 6 are 

successfully touched down the moon.  

• And now NASA is preparing Artemis lunar mission, a step towards the exploration of 
Mars and other deep-space mission.  

• Idea is to perform experiments on the surface of the moon which we want to 
perform on Mars.  

• Probably they are seeing Moon as one-stop for sending a human to Mars and further 
deep exploration, which will demonstrate America's Space leadership. 

  

How the Artemis mission is different from the Apollo mission? 
• SLS (space launch system) is the most advanced and powerful lunch system which is 

in numerous ways better than Apollo such as fuel capacity, efficiency and weight 
carrying capacity etc. 

• Apollo was unable to cover the whole Moon on the contrary Artemis will cover the 
whole Moon. 

• Artemis will include dedicated in orbit lunar station called gateways, which is 
expandable and helps to establish a strong communication system, and perform 
simultaneous experiments on the surface of Moon. 
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Indian ambitions:  
Recently ISRO has announced next moon mission called Chandrayan-3. Currently, ISRO is 
working on Gaganyan mission that is sending Indians to low earth orbit. Maybe one day our 
future prime minister will announce sending Indians to Moon.  
  

Conclusion:  
America's Artemis mission will be the one small step of mankind towards sending humans 
to Mars and deep space exploration. 
  

 

5. Rare Disease Policy 

Context: 

The Union Health Ministry has recently released the draft National policy for Rare 

diseases. 

  

What is rare disease? 

The rare disease is the medical condition of low prevalence as compared to other 

prevalent diseases. It is estimated that globally around 6000 to 8000 rare diseases exist. 

However, about 80% of the patients are diagnosed with approximately 350 diseases. 

 

Global scenario: 

Different countries have their own definition of rare disease to suit their medical care 

system and their own population and resources. Eg. In US, disease affecting fewer than 

200,000 population are termed as rare diseases. In Japan, the ratio changes to less than 

50,000 prevalent cases. 

 

 

Indian scenario: 

India, like many other developing countries, currently has no formal definition of rare 

diseases and data on prevalence. In the wake of absence of formal dataset, It is estimated 

that approximately 72 to 96 million people are affected by the rare diseases. 

  

Why Public health issue? 

The sector of rare disease is complex and multidimensional, which suffered from the 
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problem of lack of scientific knowledge and research. Also, the field is continuously 

evolving with addition of new rare disease in span of time. This keeps the field in nascent 

stage in research and medical development. The policy is created on the order of Delhi 

High Court to Ministry of Health and Family welfare. 

  

The reasons for the rare diseases being considered as public health issue are as 

Follows: 

1. Lack of epidemiological data - Many developing nations alongside India, suffered 

from the problem of lack of dataset availability of incidence and prevalence. This 

impedes the understanding the extent of burden and development of definition. It 

also affects the study of economic burden of rare diseases. 

2. Varying definitions and prevalence threshold - The inconsistent definitions and 

diverse set of terminologies affect the overall development and research and creates 

confusion among the researchers and medical practitioners. 

3. Diagnosis of rare disease - The diagnosis of rare disease may take several years due 

to complex modalities and lack of awareness in medical practitioners. Also, the tests 

for the rare disease are expensive and time-consuming. 

4. Challenges in the research and development - The fundamental challenge in the 

research of the rare disease is the relatively little knowledge about the 

pathophysiological history ( the natural history) of these diseases. Also, the relatively 

small dataset, inadequate medical experience, chronic nature of diseases, long term 

observations affect the research and development in field of rare diseases. 

5. Challenges in treatment - About 95% of the rare diseases don't have any formal 

therapy or treatment available. Also, the prohibitively expensive drugs (priced over 

100,000 $ per year) and lack of public health investment make it out-of-reach of 

common people. 

  

Need of policy: 

• State has constitutional responsibility to provide affordable, reliable and accessible 
health care under various articles. Eg. Article 21,38,47. 

• It will make government responsible for the health of patients affected by the rare 
diseases. 

• It will help to incentivize pharmaceutical companies which have very less incentive 
on development of drugs for rare diseases. 

• It will help to restrict the price of expensive drugs under control which can be helpful 
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for the common public. 

  

Development of policy: 

The policy formation has background of many committees and their valuable reports 

regarding the policy framework. These committees include V.K.Paul committee on 

treatment therapy, Sub-committee on rare diseases in India under Prof I.C. Vermaand 

High-powered committee under D.K. Tempe which have given their valuable inputs in the 

development of policy framework. 

Policy recommendations 

• Assistance of 15 lakhs will be provided to patients affected by the rare disease under 

the Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi Scheme for one time curative treatment of disease. The 

treatment will only comprises the beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana. 

• The National register of rare disease will be maintained. This will be under the aegis 

of Indian Council of Medical Research, which will take decisions regarding inclusion 

and exclusion of disease in register. 

• The policy include genetic disease, cancers, degenerative diseases and infectious 

tropical diseases as rare diseases. 

• The policy classifies the rare diseases in three categories - 

o Diseases with one time curative treatment - Lysosomal storage disorders, 

Fanconi Anemai etc. 

o Diseases with long term treatment requiring low treatment cost- Isovaleric 

Acedimia, Homocystinuria etc. 

o Diseases with long term treatment requiring high treatment cost- Gaucher 

Disease, Spinal Mascularc Atrophy etc. 

 

• It intends to notify certain medical institutions as Centre of excellence for rare 

diseases e.g. AIIMS Delhi. 

• The policy cites the 'resource constraints' to provide financial assistance to long 

term treatment disease and envisages to create an alternative funding mechanism 

to set up digital platform for individual and corporate donors. 

 


