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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(20th to 27th January) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. Rohingya Muslims 
Context: 

The International Court of Justice(ICJ) ruled that Myanmar must effectively take 
measures to protect the Rohingya Muslims, and also the evidences related to 
allegations of genocide. 
  

Background: 
• Both Myanmar and  Gambia are members of the Genocide Convention, which allows 

them to lodge complaints against each other. 
• Last year Gambia moved the ICJ against Myanmar for allegedly violating the provisions 

of "Genocide Convention". 
• Gambia urged ICJ to look into the genocide of Rohingyas and punish the ones 

committing this crime. 
• In response to this, Myanmar claimed that the complaint of Gambia was not its own 

but was rather  of "proxy" and on behalf of OIC (Organisation of Islamic Cooperation). 
• Court refused to accept this arguement of Myanmar. 

  

What is the Rohingya Crisis? 
• The UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres described them as "one of, if not the, 

most discriminated people in the world" 
• The Rohingya are one of Myanmar's many ethnic minorities, mainly had been residing 

in the Rakhine province. 
• The government of Myanmar denies the Rohingya citizenship and has even excluded 

them from the 2014 census. 
• They see them as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. 
• In the last few years, thousands of Rohingya have fled out of Myanmar to escape 

communal violence or alleged abuses by the security forces. 
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What are Provisional measures? 
• The directions given to Myanmar are provisional measures until the ICJ  finally decides 

if Myanmar has been committing an ongoing genocide against the Rohingya. The final 
verdict may take several years. 

• These measures do not mean that court is required to declare whether Myanmar violated 
the Genocide Convention.  

• The Provisional measures cannot be challenged and are binding on the state. 
• Myanmar has denied that its security forces have committed any genocide. 

  

Limitations in enforcing ICJ's decisions: 
• As per Article 94 of UN charter, all member nations are required to comply with the 

decisions of the ICJ. 
• When a state fails to comply by the decisions, the Security Council is empowered to 

impose sanctions against it to ensure compliance to secure international security and 
peace. 

• As of now,  UNSC has not taken any coercive measure against any country to get an ICJ 
decision implemented. 

• The veto power of the permanent members of UNSC becomes a hurdle in enforcement 
of ICJ decisions against itself or its allies. 
o For Example: in a case Nicaragua vs USA ICJ had ruled against USA, but it refused 

to abide by the ruling. 
  
  

  

  



 

5 
 

POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
1. Anti-Defection Law  

Context:  

Supreme Court has asked the Parliament to rethink powers of the speaker with 
respect to disqualification of MPs under the anti-defection law. 

  

Observations made by the apex court: 

• Here, a quasi-judicial authority is vested in the Speaker while he/she continues to 
belong to a political party either de jure or de facto. 

• The court said, Parliament could instead amend the Constitution to set up a 
permanent tribunal, headed by a retired judges or some other outside independent 
mechanism. It will ensure that such disputes are decided both swiftly and impartially. 

• It also noted that when a Speaker refrains from deciding a petition within reasonable 
time, the case will attract jurisdiction of the High Court in exercise of its power of 
judicial review. What is reasonable shall depend on the facts of each case. However, in 
absence of exceptional circumstances, the matter should be decided by the Speaker 
within a period of three months.  

  

The 'Anti Defection Law': 

History:  

'Aaya Ram Gaya Ram' was a phrase that became popular in Indian politics after a Haryana 
MLA Gaya Lal changed his party thrice within the same day in 1967. However, the frequent 
floor crossing of legislators has been part of the democratic process ever since our first 
elections. 

  

• In response to this, Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by way of 
the Fifty Second (Amendment) Act, 1985. Its aim was to deter “the evil of political 
defections” by legislators motivated by the lure of power or money. 

• It lays down the process by which legislators may be disqualified on grounds of 
defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any other 
member of the House. His/her decision remains final. 

• It applies to both, the Parliament and the state assemblies. 

  

• Grounds for disqualification are: 
o If the member voluntarily gives up membership of the political party on whose 

ticket they are elected 
o When he/she abstains or votes in the house contrary to the party 

leadership/whip 
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o In case of independent members, if he/she joins a political party 
o When a nominated member joins any political party after the expiration of six 

months 
• When can legislators change their parties without the risk of disqualification? 

(Exceptions) 
o A party can merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of 

its legislators are in favour of it. Here, neither the members who decide to merge, 
nor the ones who stay with the original party will face disqualification. 

  

• Advantages: 
o It seeks to provide a stable government by ensuring the legislators do not switch 

sides, by ensuring their loyalty to the party and promoting party discipline. 
o It is expected to curb corruption on both material and moral grounds. 

• Disadvantages: 
o It restricts a legislator from voting according to his/her conscience, judgement 

and interests of his/her electorate. 
o The 'Resignation vs. Disqualification' debate, contesting if they both should be 

treated the same or can be interpreted differently in terms of Parliament 
membership.  

• Suggestions: 
o Dinesh Goswami Committee and the Constitution Review Commission headed by 

Justice MN Venkatachaliah (2002) have recommended that decisions be made by 
the President or Governor on Election Commission’s advice. 

o Several experts have said that the provisions should be valid only for the votes 
determining stability of the government (passage of the annual budget or no-
confidence motions). 

  
 

2. Bru Refugees 
  

Mains: GS 1- Population & Associated Issues ; Tribal issues in the NE 
  
Prelims level : Bru/Reangs ; PVTGs 
  

Context: 
An agreement was signed between Union Government, Governments of Tripura and 
Mizoram and Bru-Reang representatives to end the 23-year old Bru refugee crisis. 

  

Who are the Brus? 
• Reangs or Brus are the 2nd largest ethnic group in Mizoram. 
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• Their exodus in 1997 was stimulated by violent clashes in Mamith subdivision, a Reang-
dominated area, when they demanded creation of an autonomous council that was 
severely opposed by Mizo groups. 

• Nearly  34,000 people were forced to live in sub-human conditions in tents in Tripura.  
• These people were residing in temporary camps at Kanchanpur, in North Tripura. 
• They are recognised as PVTGs in Tripura. 

  

Highlights of the Quadripartite Agreement: 
• According to the new agreement these Bru refugees will be settled in Tripura and 

would be given aid from the Centre for their rehabilitation . 
• These people would get all the rights just like normal residents of the States and they 

would now be entitled to benefits of social welfare schemes of Centre and State 
governments. 

• The Brus have now aquainted themselves well with the socio-political ecology of 
Tripura. Hence this decision of not repatriating them to Mizoram but rather settling 
them in Tripura is in line with UN principles. 

• The UN Refugee Agency talks about durable solutions for refugees and displaced 
persons- local Integration or assimilation and resettlement. 

  

Issues: 
• Rights activists point out the agreement may send out a message of encouragement to 

creation of ethnocentric states in the northeast. They say so because the agreement 
decided to settle Brus in Tripura and not in Mizoram, from where they were actually 
displaced. 

• They also argue that the decision could create conflicts between the Brus and the 
indigenous communities of Tripura. 

  
Despite the various issues in the agreement, a solution was reached. What now needs to be 
done is proper rehabilitation of the refugees.   
  

Who are PVTGs? 
• 75 tribal groups have been categorized by Ministry of Home Affairs as Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)s.  

• These PVTGs reside in 18 States and UT of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 

• The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements the Scheme of “Development of Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)” exclusively for them .  

• The criteria followed for determining the PVTGs are : 

i.        A pre-agriculture level of technology; 
ii.       A stagnant or declining population; 
iii.      Extremely low literacy; and 
iv.      A subsistence level of economy. 
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3. Centre-state disputes and Article 131 

Context: 

Recently Kerala government has become the 1st state to raise issue of CAA before the 
supreme court using the article 131 of constitution  

 

Background : 

• Since the passage and promulgation of the Citizenship Amendment Act ,there have 
been large scale protests from public and opposing statements made by states  

• A number of petitions challenging the constitutional validity of the concerned law 
have been filed in SC. States have resorted to legal remedies including reaching the 
SC 

• Kerala took a different route than the 60 petitions already filed .it has sought courts 
intervention under Article 131 of the constitution  

 

What is Art.131 : 

• It comes under part V ,chapter IV and states the original jurisdiction of the Supreme 
court  

• The SCs’ original jurisdiction includes disputes- 

a) Between the GoI. and one or more states 
b) Between GoI. and a state on one side and one or more states on another 

side  
c) Between 2 or more states 

• The said jurisdiction shall not extend to a dispute arising out of a treaty, agreement, 
covenant, engagement , sanad or other instruments which were entered before the 
constitution came into being. 

• It also has original jurisdiction over disputes involving elections of the President and 
the Vice President and cases involving the violation of fundamental rights. 

 

When can article 131 be invoked?  

• For a dispute to be considered under article 131 it is incumbent that a legal issue is 
present between the two governments. 

• Because all other petitions regarding CAA are filed under article 32 (violation of 
fundamental rights) which can be availed by citizens only, Kerala government has 
chosen to invoke article 131. 

• No political issues can be dealt with under this article 
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Centre’s powers: 

• The Centre can send directives to states to  implements laws  

• If the states doesn’t comply then Centre can invoke judicial injunction and if the state 
doesn’t follow courts orders it may account to ‘contempt of court’ 

  

Problems between the centre and state are not uncommon ,the drafte of the constitution 
had anticipated this problem and hence have made bodies and provisions to deal with such 
issues  

Under a powerful Centre with a clear majority in Parliament, fault lines in India’s federal 
structure are frequently exposed and cases involving the violation of fundamental rights. 
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ECONOMY & AGRONOMY 
 

1. PDS reforms : DBT linkage 

Context: 

Recently the public distribution system (PDS) has emerged as the biggest contributor 
to the savings under the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme of the government. 

  

The news : 

• According to the government savings due to the DBT linked PDS accounted for 70% 
money saved under DBT scheme 

• Around Rs 28 700 Crore were saved in first nine months of the financial year 2019-20 
by utilizing DBT system 

• The cumulative savings under DBT since 2014 has been pegged at Rs Rs 1.7 lakh crore 
by the central government. 

• The DBT-linked PDS has overtaken the LPG PAHAL subsidy as the biggest saver of 
government resources. 

  

A short review :PDS reforms  

 

  

  

  

• Role of Aadhar: Integrating Aadhar with TPDS will help in better identification of 
beneficiaries and address the problem of inclusion and exclusion errors. 
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• Technology-based reforms of TPDS implemented by states: Wadhwa Committee, 
appointed by the Supreme court, found that certain states had implemented 
computerization and other technology-based reforms to TPDS. Technology-based 
reforms helped plug leakages of food grains during TPDS 

• Computerized Fair Price Shops:  FPS automated by installing ‘Point of Sale’ device to 
swap the ration card. It authenticates the beneficiaries and records the quantity of 
subsidized grains given to a family. 

• Use of web-based citizens portal: Public Grievance Redressal Machineries, such as a 
toll-free number for call centers to register complaints or suggestions. 
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1.No Green clearance for oil and gas exploration 

drilling   
Context: 

Centre has waived Green clearance on oil and gas companies for onshore and 
offshore exploratory drilling  

  

Changes Made: 
• The new norm puts the exploratory drilling in B2 category from previous 

environmental  scrutiny’s highest A category. 
• Putting this activity in B2 category means states are going to have the power and there 

will be no need of EIA for exploratory drilling 
• But to set up an onshore or offshore drilling site as a hydrocarbon block category ‘A’ 

rules will be followed 
• Centre terms it a move towards decentralisation by giving powers to states and local 

bodies  
  

What is Environment Impact Assessment ? 
  
• It’s a mechanism of calculating impact of a specific developmental / industrial project 

on environment. It was introduced in 1978 
• Impact Assessment Agency under Ministry of Environment grants this clearance based 

on risk assessment, environmental management and post product monitoring by the 
party concerned. 

• EIA comes under Environment (protection) Act, 1986 
• Impact on Air, Water, Biodiversity, land etc. is calculated while giving the environment 

clearance. 
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2. Eastern Ghats 
Context: 

A study published in Environment monitoring and Assessment journal said that by 
2050 total population in Eastern Ghats region will be 2.6 million which will increase 
pressure on Environment. The study found 28 species of endemic plants as Rare, 
Endangered and threaten (RET) 
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Image :The spread of Eastern Ghats across Indian states  

 
What does the study say? 
• The temperature in the eastern Ghats will increase to 1.8 degree Celsius by 2050 and 

1.98 degree Celsius by 2070 
• Rainfall in the region will also increased by 160 millimetre by 2070 
• Soil degradation due to loss of soil moisture is also one of the significant problem of 

eastern Ghats  
• Less no. Of rainy days and increasing extreme weather events will affect endemic 

plants adversely  
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3. Irrawaddy Dolphins  
Context: 

Experts sighted 146 Irrawaddy Dolphins in Chilika lake(Orissa) this is a sign of 
progress in conservation efforts of Irrawaddy Dolphins. 
  

 
  

About Irrawaddy Dolphins: 
• It is a species of oceanic dolphin. Sometimes called as river dolphin but it actually lives 

near coastal area, estuaries in brackish waters that makes it an oceanic dolphin species  
• It ranges from Bay of Bengal to Philippines 
• World Wildlife Fund has identified Irrawaddy Dolphins as flagship species to save river 

Mekong   
• According to IUCN the population outside India and Bangladesh is Critically 

endangered while overall status is Vulnerable  
• Although it is an oceanic dolphin it can be spotted in Ganga, Mekong and Irrawaddy 

river  
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

NASA'S Spitzer Telescope: 
Context: 

NASA'S spitzer telescope which studied universe in Infrared light has come to an end 
recently.  

  

About the telescope: 
Spitzer telescope is a part of NASA'S Great Observatory Programme. In which NASA is 
trying to unveil mysteries of cosmos by observing cosmos through different spectrum of 
light. Such as  

 Observatory   Study universe in  

Compton Gama ray Gama ray 

Chandra X-ray  X-ray  

Hubble Space 
Telescope  

UV rays and Visible 
light 

Spitzer Telescope Infrared  

 

Important findings of Spitzer telescope: 
• Spitzer's main contribution to study the universe is the discovery of Exo-planet. 

Infrared makes it much easier to determine masses, the density of exoplanet and find 
the composition of dust in-universe. 

• Among its many other scientific contributions, Spitzer studied comets and asteroids 
in our solar system and found a previously unified ring around Saturn. 

  

 

2. Wuhan virus 

Context: 

First cases of death  from Wuhan based coronavirus has emerged amidst speculation 
of a impending pandemic if not tackled intensively 
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What is Coronavirus ? 

• Coronavirus  is a family of viruses which are responsible for pneumonia like 
symptoms  

• It is called corona because it is shaped like a king’s crown  

• It is a zoonotic disease(caused through animals) and in addition to humans can be 
spread by pigs,cattles ,cats,dogs ,martens ,camels ,hedgehogs etc.  

• The recent virus from Wuhan is also called novel coronavirus 2019 (nCoV) while 
others include SARS ,MERS etc. 
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Reasons for transmission: 

• There has been a historical link between zoonotic pathogens and global pandemics 
,right from Ebola ,SARS to MERS and now the Novel coronavirus. 

• According to WHO around 60% of the emerging global diseases are zoonoses. 

• According to WHO, wherever there is close mixing of humans and animals, especially 
the unregulated handling of blood and other body products, as happens for example 
in China’s animal markets, there are greater chances of transmission of a virus from 
animals to humans, and its mutation to adapt to the human body. 

  

Concerns for India 

• Till now 3 cases of the virus have been registered in Kerala,India . 

• The Ministry of external affairs in coordination with Chinese govt. has successfully 
evacuated Indians living in Chinese cities like wuhan  

• Though fear of the virus prevail , however  efforts as seen during dealing with nipah 
virus can be replicated  

  

Conclusion : 

• Infectious zoonotic diseases are on a rise in India in this context: 

• The nation wide disease surveillance programme should be strengthened  

• Private sector should be encouraged under PPP system to contribute to the biotech 
sector of India.  

 


