
CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 
(9th to 15th December) 

 
POLITY & GOVERNANCE  
1. Personal Data Protection Bill  
For Mains:  
GS II: Fundamental Rights  
GS III: Cyber security, Communication networks, Social media  
Background  
• • K. Puttaswamy judgement (2017) declared Right to Privacy as a fundamental right under 
Article 21.  

• • It is derived from the Srikrishna Committee (2018) recommendations on 'Data Protection 
Framework'.  

• • European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation shares multiple similarities with 
PDP Act (in terms of reasonable restrictions, consent and other individual rights).  

• • Right to information vs. Right to privacy: Conflict may arise between the two when 
personal and sensitive data stored with the government is demanded under the RTI. In such cases 
the SC has stated that public interest should be upheld while disclosing any information under 
the information law.  
 

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 :  
It is aimed at giving individuals more control over their data and provide more protection for the 
same.  

• • Personal data pertains to characteristics, traits or attributes of identity, which can be 
used to identify an individual.  

• It further categorizes data into three categories—critical, sensitive and general. o Critical data 
will be defined by the government from time to time and has to be stored and processed in India.  

o Sensitive data—financial, health, sexual orientation, biometrics, transgender status, religious 
or political beliefs and affiliation—can be stored only in India, but may be processed outside India 
with explicit consent.  
 

• The central government may direct data fiduciaries to provide it with any: (i) non-personal data 
and (ii) anonymised personal data for better targeting of services.  


• Data fiduciary will determine the means and purpose of processing personal data, 
subject to certain purpose, collection and storage limitations. o Transparency and accountability 
measures need to be undertaken by such authorities.  

• o Such data processing is allowed only if consent is provided by the individual (exceptions: 
required for providing benefits, legal proceedings or medical emergency)  
•  

• • Rights of the individual o Obtain confirmation from the fiduciary on whether their 

personal data has been processed; or even have it transferred.  



• o Right to be forgotten: Restrict continuing disclosure of data if it is no longer necessary 
or consent is withdrawn.  

• o Right to correction and erasure of inaccurate, incomplete, or out-of-date personal data.  
•  
 

• • The bill defines social media intermediaries which enable online interaction between 

users and allow for sharing of information. These platforms which have users above a notified 
threshold, and whose actions can impact electoral democracy or public order, have certain 
obligations. They need to provide voluntary user verification mechanism for users in India.  
 

• Data Protection Authority is to be set up to prevent misuse of personal data o Structure: 

Chairperson and six members (with 10 years’ expertise in the field of data protection and 
information technology)  

o Appeals from the Tribunal will go to the Supreme Court  
 

Criticism:  
• It empowers the central government to exempt any government agency from its provisions in 

interest of security of state, public order, sovereignty and integrity of India and friendly relations 

with foreign states through a simple notification. • It allows the government to determine what 

information must be stored and processed in India; mandate companies to share anonymised 
personal as well as non-personal data; and appoint members of the data protection authority of 
India, envisaged to be an independent regulator with no judicial or independent members.  

• Regulatory overlaps among MeitY, MIB and TRAI  

 

  



• 2. Creamy layer in SC/ST quota during promotions  
• For Mains:  
• GS II- Constitutional Amendments, Reservation policy, Supreme Court 
verdicts  
• Context:  
• Centre has urged the Supreme Court to refer its 2018 (Jarnail Singh) judgement to a 

larger, seven-member bench. However, this plea has been rejected by the apex court  

•  

Creamy layer:  
The concept involves application of a means test or imposition of an income limit, for the purpose 
of excluding people whose income is above the limit from the backward class. The economic 
criterion is to be adopted as an indicator or measure of social advancement and/or 

backwardness. It distinguishes between the affluent among disadvantaged sections. Court 
Judgements and Constitutional Provisions so far:  
• Indra Sawhney case (1992) empowered the government to make reservations for the OBCs, but 

only at the time of recruitment and not later on (i.e. during promotions). It also excluded the 

creamy layer population within OBCs from enjoying the benefits of reservation. o Mandal 
commission was set up under Article 340 to identify the socially or educationally backwards.  
 

• According to the 77th Constitutional Amendment (1995), the state can reserve seats for SC 

and ST in promotions in Public Services if these communities are not adequately  
 

• represented. This was to be done under the newly inserted Article 16 (4A). Another Article 
16(4B) provided that reserved promotion posts for SCs and STs which remain unfilled can be 
carried forward to the subsequent year.  

• • Article 335 is concerned with 'maintenance of efficiency', which is a constitutional 

limitation on the discretion of the government. The 2001 constitutional amendment stated that 
the Article will not apply to the government if it relaxes evaluation standards in matters of 
promotion.  

• • Nagraj verdict (2006) upheld the constitutional validity of Article 16 (4A) of the Indian 

Constitution. It observed that reservation should be applied in a limited sense. While the 



government is not bound to make reservation for SC/ST in matter of promotions, if it seeks to do 
so, quantifiable data should be provided regarding: o Social and educational backwardness of 
the SC/ST communities  

• o Proof of inadequate representation in Public employment  
• o Maintenance of administrative efficiency  

•  

• • Jarnail Singh vs. Lachhmi Narain Gupta (2018) o The principle allowing for exclusion of 

creamy layer, which was applied only to the OBCs so far, was extended to SCs/STs.  

• o It modified the previous judgment, by not demanding quantifiable data on the 
backwardness of the SCs/STs from the state.  

• o SC held that the creamy layer exclusion extends to SCs/STs, and thus also cannot be 
applied during promotions. It was observed that unless the creamy layer principle was applied, 
those genuinely deserving reservation would not be able to access the reserved seats and those 
who were undeserving within the same class would continue to get reservation.  
•  

Way forward:  
• Positive discrimination is way of ensuring inclusion of backward classes into the 

mainstream so that they could walk with other members of the society on an equal basis. 

The criteria of creamy layer takes a step further, and avoids concentration of benefits with 

certain section of these backward communities who perpetuate themselves while leaving 

the rest of the class as backward as they always were. 

  



INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  
1. India-Australia Relations  
Context:  

India and Australia are soon to complete the deal on the Logistics Support Agreement (LSA). The 
meeting will be held during Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s visit this January to India, 
during which he will visit New Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru. The first such two-plus-two 
meeting held in December 2017.  

The mutual logistics support agreement:  
• • The LSA will allow the both nations to use each other’s military bases for logistics 

support, including food, water, and petroleum.  

• • China’s military expansion and economic influence in the Indian Ocean , Indo- Pacific and 

other Asian nations has a great deal of influence on this agreement as it can be a very effective 
counter move.  

• • Both Nations need to come together for global and regional response to the threat of 

terrorism . The MLSA is a partnership to stabilise Indian Ocean Region and would smooth the 
path towards closer defence cooperation.  

• • The agreement will be of help during joint military exercises, peacekeeping operations, 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief operations, and other emergency situation which 
may arise. It will help in improving interoperability between the involved parties.  

• • Indo-Pacific region is of importance in this context,  
•  

•  

India- Australia bilateral relations:  
• • India and Australia have a common concern in the maintenance of stability in a 

constantly increasing , highly contested Indo-Pacific environment.  

• • Chinese influence on both nations:  
 
China has been increasingly challenging the Indian subcontinent and South Pacific Islands  



• • With its ‘String of Pearls’, China has penetrated India’s peripheral littoral states using her 

economic prowess.  

• • On the Australian continent, China is trying to establish control the Pacific countries 

through chequebook diplomacy. In recent years, small islands such as Vanuatu, Tonga and the 
Solomon Islands have become beneficiaries of China’s seemingly generous economic outreach.  

• • Cooperation on other multilateral platforms: ▪ India and Australia are part of several fora such as;  

• ▪ ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF).  
• ▪ ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM+).  

• ▪ East Asia Summit (EAS).  

• ▪ Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA).  

 ▪ Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). 

• India and Australia are also part of multilateral naval exercises such as Rim of the Pacific 
(RIMPAC) hosted by the US and the Exercise MILAN hosted by India.  
•  

• • Australia the free trade agreement, Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 

(CECA) is the economic area of cooperation.  

• • AUSINDEX 2019 was a important development in Australia’s maritime diplomacy 

exhibiting both hard and soft aspects of diplomacy — in the Indo-Pacific. The exercise saw the 
largest deployment of Australian forces to India.  
 

In conclusion:  
The bilateral and multilateral military exercises show that both countries are working to increase 
interoperability to maintain order in the region. The proposed MLSA will add to these efforts . It 
will help partners in the Indo-Pacific to multiply their limited capabilities to tackle unforeseen 
events.  
• Imp source: orfonline.org 

  



2. China-US Trade Deal  
Context:  

US and China announced that they have reached a phase-one trade deal as and effort to end 

the 18 -month long trade war that has threatened to roil the global economy.  

The trade war:  
• • A trade war means nations imposes tariffs or quotas on imports and foreign countries 
retaliate with such other forms of trade protectionism. As it escalates, a trade war reduces 
international trade.  

• • President Trump had launched the trade war with China last year demanding Beijing to 

reduce massive trade deficit.  

• • The following graph shows the effect of the trade war on the US 
economy,  



•  
• The effect on Indian economy,  

 



What is the trade deal?  
Regarding tariffs:  
• • As part of the deal, the US will halve its 15 per cent tariff on about $120 billion in 
Chinese goods.  

• • And suspend indefinitely planned duties that would have covered consumer favorites 
such as smartphones and laptops.  

• • Which leaves roughly $250 billion taxed at 25 per cent and $120 billion that will be 
subject to a 7.5 per cent duty once the agree himent takes effect.  

• • China, however didn’t agree to specific tariff reductions in the deal. Instead, has agreed 
to make the purchases and to have an exclusion process for its tariffs.  
 
Regarding purchases:  
• • This part of the trade deal is called is Expanding Trade chapter.  

• • China has agreed to increase its total purchases of US goods and services by at least $200 
billion over the next two years.  

• • Furthermore China has committed to increase its buying of US agricultural products to 
$40 billion to 50 billion in each of the next two years.  

• • Although it is decided that the specific breakdown of targets for individual commodities 
will be classified and not disclosed to the public.  
Regarding IPR disputes:  
It has been agreed that China will end its practice of pressuring foreign companies to transfer 
their technology to Chinese companies as a condition for obtaining market access, administrative 
approvals, or receiving advantages from the government.  
Regarding currency :  
The currency agreement makes China refrain from competitive currency devaluations and to not 
target its exchange rate for a trade advantage.  

Criticism regarding the trade deal from US experts:  
• • Economists are sceptical whether the volumes of purchasing decided upon for China are 

realistic.  

• • Also China hasn't publicly committed to any specific targets.  

• • It is observed as basically ending up where it started, buying agricultural products while 

selling the US increasingly sophisticated manufacturing goods.  
  



SECURITY  
1. Indigenous weapons, their export, contribution of 
Military-Industrial complex to economy.  
Context :  
Philippines will be the first country to receive Brahmos missile from India.  

India's efforts for indigenisation:  
• • India is set to become a one of the top exporter of defense equipment from one of the 
largest Importer.  

• • As mentioned in India's "defence production policy 2018", In which India is aiming to 
become a $ 5 billion defence economy by 2025.  

• • For that Government has increased cap of foreign direct investment from 26%-49%, and 
it has allowed 100% FDI in case to case basis.  

• • It has also cut down many bureaucratic hurdles and moved from red tapes to red carpet 
approach. India's improved rank in ease of doing business will also help India to attract more 
investment.  

• • The Make in India initiative, of government will be helpful to make India a Manufacturing 
ecosystem, in which many MSME will connect to large defense companies which will definitely 
help India to increase its productivity, employment. It will attract more skilled labour workforce. 
It will also enhance the capability of MSME sector to achieve $5 Bn defence economy.  

• • And on the other side India is also trying to reach ASEAN countries to crack a deal for 
strategic missile technology like BRAHMOS. India's entry into Wassenaar agreement MTCR group 
will be the key, which enables India to access foreign market and India's soft power will further 
aid India to promote its export policy abroad.  
 

What needs to be done?  
• • While taking this into consideration India should be conscious of global competition and 
it should strive to develop a high end technology within country, which will reduce cost and time 
wasted in procuring equipment from other countries.  

• • For which India should create a post called ' Defence Expert ' who will comprehensively 
look into competitive global defence market and will prepare plan accordingly and also he will 
enhance cooperation between PSUs and Private companies, and will decrease political and 
bureaucratic hurdles to become a $ 5 Bn defence economy.  



•  
  



ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY  
1. Gangetic dolphin  
Context:  
On 14th of December National Ganga Council(NGC) met in Kanpur to discuss action plan on how 
to enhance the population of Gangetic Dolphins and preserving Ganga river as well as creating 
sustainable river cities.  

 
About Gangetic Dolphin:  

• • IUCN status: endangered  

• • Included in schedule-1 of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972  

• • It was declared as National Aquatic Animal of India in 2009.It is also State aquatic animal 

of Assam  

• • Gangetic dolphins are found in Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar, 

Rajasthan. Ganga and Brahmaputra river basin has abundant number of this species.  

• • Indiscriminate and unregulated fishing activity in Ganga river, Habitat loss due to building 

of dams and poaching are some of the main reasons of loss of this species.  

• • World wildlife fund’s figure says that there are 1200-18000 of these dolphins left.  

• • Development of wildlife habitat scheme of central government includes Gangetic 

Dolphins for its protection and conservation  

• These dolphins are blind and catch their prey with producing ultrasonic sound and following the 

point from which the waves reflect back. Fishing nets and garbage load in  
• the river causes obstacle to this process and manner times these dolphins get caught in 
those fishing nets  

About NGC:  
• • The council is headed by Prime minister  

• • Conservation of Ganga and the biodiversity in the river is main aim of this council.  



• • Sustainable development of all the cities and villages along the Ganga river is aimed at to 
stop pollution of river water  

• • Chief ministers of five states UP, Bihar, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and West Bengal are also 
part of this council  
• • NITI Aayog’s vice chairman and 9 union ministers are also part of the council  

• • Rejuvenation of river Ganga to its natural condition is the objective of this council  
 

2. Deoxygenation of oceans : IUCN  
Context:  
IUCN has submitted the report on deoxygenation of ocean in COP 25, Madrid.  

What does the report say?  
• • Because of huge size and more energy demand species like shark, marlin and tuna are 

very sensitive to low oxygen  

• • Low oxygen availability forces these large species to come towards surface layers of 

water from deep ocean for oxygen making them vulnerable to overfishing  

• • Nitrogen and phosphorus cycle can be affected because of low oxygen  

• • The most biodiversity enriched area of ocean water is upper 1000m of water column 

which is going to be at loss with 3-4% of its total oxygen stock till 2100  

• • As the oceans warm due to climate change the water holds less oxygen. Nutrient 

pollution due to fertiliser, sewage and animal waist causes growth of algae which in turn causes 
oxygen loss  

• • Between 1960-2010 Global oceanic oxygen reserves has already been reduced to 2%  

•  
•  

About IUCN:  
• • International Union for Conservation of Nature is an international organisation founded 

in 1948 for the conservation of nature and natural resources  

• • It mainly works in Data gathering and analysis, research and environment 
education.  



• • It is headquartered in Gland, Switzerland  

• • Ecology and sustainable development are the two key areas of research by 
IUCN  

• • It has observer status in United Nations 🇺🇳  

• • IUCN publishes a Red list of threaten species. It is one of the most trusted document on 

conservation status of biological species.  
  



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY  
1. Problem of 'Space Debris'  
Context:  
Center proposes 33crorre grant for ISRO's "Project NETRA"  

What is project Netra?  
• • NETRA(Network for space object tracking and analysis) is ISRO's early warning system in 

space to detect the space debris and other hazards in space to working Indian satellites.  

• • NETRA uses many connected radars, telescopes and control centre for observation so 

that it can spot, track and report about an object which is as small as 10 cm.  
 

What is space debris?  
Inactive manmade objects revolving around earth are called as Space debris.  

Need for Project NETRA:  
According to United States space surveillance Network:  

• • There are more than 21000 objects greater than 10 cm are revolving in space.  

• • And according to ISRO there are India's 15 communication satellite, 13 remote sensing 

satellite, 8 navigation satellite are revolving around earth, which must be protected.  
 

Conclusion:  
• Thus, NETRA will give space situational awareness to us like other space power, predict 

threat to working satellites and would make India work towards trafficking and mitigating space 

debris. 



•  

2. Rare Earth Minerals  
Context:  



In ongoing trade war China has threatened USA about stopping the supply of Rare Earth Minerals 
which are important for U.S. Military hardware. In response U.S. Military has said that it is ready 
to mine these Minerals domestically.  

What are Rare Earth Minerals?  
This is a set of 17 elements in present in periodic table. 15 lanthanides, other two are scandium 
and yttrium. Actually rare earth Minerals are not too rare they can be found in Earths crust. 
Process of finding, mining and processing them is costly.  

Use of Rare Earth Minerals:  
• • These Minerals are used in making of military hardware. Especially navigation and Radar 
system as well as tracking systems.  

• • Yttrium is used for the treatment of cancer and rheumatoid 
arthritis  

• • NASA uses these Minerals in its space shuttle programme. Drones and turbines of 
aeroplane also use these Minerals  

• • They are also used in Consumer electronics, telecommunications 
and television  

• • These Minerals are extremely helpful in building and updating Green technologies. Eg. 
Wind turbines and batteries of electric cars  

•  
 
• Production and availability of Rare Earth Elements 

Geopolitics of Rare Earth Minerals :  
• • China produces 96% of Rare earth Minerals in world market . By threatening USA she has 

displayed her capacity to stop the supply of Rare earth Minerals.  

• • That’s why now every country will try to find its own solution for the supply of Rare Earth 

Minerals  

• • Japanese buyers like Toshiba are now trying to get their own source in Kazakhstan, 

Vietnam etc. for these. Minerals  



• • Greenland’s town Narsaq has nearly quarter of the world’s rare earth Minerals. USA is 

trying to get hold of this town. President trump had made the suggestion of buying Greenland 
from Denmark.  

• • These Minerals are also available in melting Arctic Circle. Superpowers are competing to 

get hold of strategically important places to control and own the production  
  



ART & CULTURE  
1. Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity  
For Prelims:  
UNESCO World heritage sites, their features, locations.  
Intangible Heritages of India and their origin, features.  
Context:  
The Nuad Thai Massage was included in the representative list of UNESCO's Intangible Cultural 
Heritage.  

About Nuad Thai Massage:  
• • The traditional massage originates from the Thai peasant society where every village had 
massage-healers and the villagers visited them during muscle aches.  

• • It is a non-medicinal, manual therapy that involves bodily manipulations to treat illnesses 
caused due to obstruction of flow of energy.  

• • UNESCO regards Nuad as part of art and science of traditional Thai healthcare.  
 

Intangible Heritages:  
• UNESCO categorises them into three parts: i. The ones in need of urgent safeguarding  

ii. The list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity and  

iii. Good safeguarding practices  
 
• For inclusion of an element in this list, State Parties have to submit a nomination so that it can 
be examined and evaluated by the Committee.  
• India has nominated Sowa-Rigpa- an Ancient Indian medical system belonging to Himalayan 
societies, especially Ladakh and some parts of Himachal.  
• The Ministry of Culture submits these entries on behalf on India.  

• India's intangible heritages:  
• Recent Additions:  
• 1. Yoga (2016)  

•  
• 2. Nauroz Festival (2016)  



•  
• 3. Kumbh Mela (2017)  

•  



•  
•  


