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CURRENT EVENTS SPECIAL COURSE NOTES 

(11th February to 17th February) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

1. Indian Diaspora 
Context: 

Latests Data Telling Numbers: 1.36 crore Indians living abroad, one-fourth of them in  
UAE 

 
  

Defining diaspora: 
 
• The term has through time evolved, and now loosely refers to any person/s belonging to 

a particular country with a common origin or culture, but residing outside their 
homeland for various reasons. 

• In India  ‘diaspora’ is commonly understood to include Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), 
Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) 

• PIO and OCI card holders were merged under one category — OCI — in 2015. 
  

Significance of the Indian diaspora to India : 
  

• The present government has realised the importance and made policies accordingly . 
• At the 2017 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Bengaluru, PM Modi announced that India is 

moving from “brain drain to brain gain". 
• Benefits of engaging with the 30-million-strong Indian diaspora has been in terms of 

remittances.  
• India was the world’s largest recipient of  

remittances in 2016, receiving US$ 62.7  
Billion. 

• A tangible long-term advantage in nurturing ties with an active diaspora is an acelerated 
technological sector and increased socio-economic development. Some examples to 
illustrate this phenomenon are Bengaluru, Gurugram and Hyderabad as emerging and 
thriving Information Technology hubs. 
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• The most mutually beneficial policy is the government’s 2015 move to treat NRI/OCI 
holders’ investment as domestic investment and not FDI. 

• The diaspora could give a new impetus for India to secure its seat at the UNSC. It is 
believed that India can protect its diaspora better once it attains a permanent seat in 
the UNSC, especially in situations where it can exercise its veto rights. 

  
  

Problems faced by India diaspora: 
  

• The wealthier diaspora from the US, Canada  
and the UK wanting dual citizenship and  
voting rights. 

• Those who actuallycontribute more in terms of remittances to India from Gulf countries 
are wanting more support and security. 

• With the economic downturn in some countries in the Middle East, many Indians found 
their contracts being terminated—this posed difficulties for the Indian missions in these 
countries as the affected workers had to return to India. Rescuing these workers is costly 
affair. 

• The e-Migrate system and the Minimum Referral Wages policy that was meant for the 
benefit of diaspora ,  have been detrimental to India as companies now find it easier to 
hire labour from countries like Bangladesh and Pakistan. 
  
  

In conclusion: 
  

• Historically, India has benefitted from its diaspora. Two instances stand out: lobbying for 
the US-India Civilian Nuclear Agreement in 2008, and their remittance inflow. 

• Yet it must be remembered that having a strong diaspora does not always translate to 
benefits for the home country. India has had problems with negative campaigning and 
foreign funding, coming from abroad, for movements like the Khalistan movement. In 
the backdrop of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s visit to India in February 2018. 

• The diaspora can provide the requisite strategic impulse, which makes it all  
the more important to unlock their potential. The present government is right in their 
focus on the diaspora as they are a strategic asset to India. 

  
  
  

2. India- South America Trade Relations 
  
Context: 

India  and South American Nation Chile have started negotiations for further 
expansion of a trade agreement which will boost two-way commerce and economic 
ties. 
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The Preferential Trade Agreement: 
  

• India-Chile signed preferential trade agreement (PTA) in 2006 and it came into force in 
2007. 

• In 2016, the scope of the agreement was expanded to include more products. 
• Now the nations  initiated talks for a second expansion of the trade agreement 
• The first round of negotiations with Chile on the second expansion of the  PTA was 

recently conducted. 
  

India - Chile trade significance: 
  
• India's export basket with Chile  diverse and with the wide variety of tariff lines offered 

by Chile, the expanded PTA would benefit both the countries. 
• From all the latin american countries, Chile is one of the largest trading partners of India. 
• Trading items in exports include:  automobile equipment, pharmaceutical items,  

polyester fibre yarn , tyres and tubes, metals ,  apparels, organic/inorganic and agro 
chemicals, textiles, readymade garments, plastic goods, leather products, engineering 
goods, jewellery, sports goods and handicraft. 

• Items of import from Chile : copper ore, iodine, copper anodes, copper cathodes, 
molybdenum ores and concentrates, lithium carbonates, metal scrap, chemicals, pulp 
and waste paper, fruits and nuts excluding cashews, fertilizers and machinery. 

• Items that are to be included in expansion: 
India wants to export more generic drugs and textiles . While Chile wants to increase its 
exports of fish, oats, fruits, industrial products and chemicals. India also wants  sourcing 
of Lithium from Chile to support the drive to popularise the use of e-vehicles in the 
country. 

• In future the two countries also will to explore a full fledged Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement including goods, services and investments. 

• India-Chile bilateral trade is around $2.5 billion annually. 
• India's ncreased engagement with Chile is part of its broader approach of increasing 

engagement with Latin America so as to expand the countries trade interests beyond 
the traditional markets of the EU and the US. 

  
  

What is a Preferential Trade Agreement? 
  

• A  preferential trade agreement, PTA is a trading bloc that gives preferential access to 
certain products from the participating countries. 

• This is done by reducing tariffs and  not by abolishing them completely. 
• A PTA can be established through a trade pact. It is the first stage of economic 

integration. 
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• The line between a PTA and a free trade area (FTA) may be blurred, as almost any PTA 
has a main goal of becoming a FTA. 
Source: Wikipedia 

  

Other types of trade agreement: 
  

• Partial scope agreement: PSA allows countries to trade in a small number of goods, 

making the scope minimal. 

• A free trade agreement:  is a preferential arrangement in which the parties reduce 

tariffs on trade among themselves while maintaining their own tariff rates for trade 

with non-members. 

• A customs union :  is a free-trade agreement in which parties apply a common 

external tariff (CET) schedule to imports from nonmembers. 

• A economic union:  is a common market where member countries coordinate macro-

economic and exchange rate policies. 

  

India- South America relations: 

• The political engagement between India and Latin America  has largely been due to 

'South-South' co-operation ideas, bilateral ties have primarily been defined by mutual 

economic interest—in particular, trade.  

• Despite of challenges, such as the lack of direct shipping routes, bilateral trade has 

exponentially . 

• Trade items include: Exports to Indian are largely natural resources and primary 

products, such as  crude oil and biofuels, copper and other minerals, sugar, soy, oil etc.. 

Indian exports egion are comprised largely of engineering goods (including auto parts), 

chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles and refined oil products. 

• India- Latin America trade seem to be concentrated in the three largest economies in 

the region, namely Argentina, Brazil and Mexico. 

• Now India is starting to make significant advances with others as well. India has already 

entered into preferential trade agreements with Mercosur (a customs union comprising 

Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay) . 

• And has  in the midst of negotiating free-trade agreements (FTAs) with Mexico and Peru 

and has a Preferential trade agreement with Chile. 

In conclusion: 

• Cooperation with South America holds great economic potential for India. 
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• Latin America constitutes a dynamic, growing and resource-rich part of the world that is 

witnessing increasing democratization and surging economic growth. 

• The profile is remarkably similar to India’s own growth story. 

• LA has also emerged as a key contributor to India’s energy security. India now imports 

20% of its crude oil from Brazil, Columbia, Mexico and Venezuela . 

• The economic activity in South America demonstrates the extent to which the region has 

arisen as a stable, attractive and viable market for Indian investment. 

• Beyond economic considerations, geopolitics is another factor explaining India’s 

newfound need toward Latin America. 

•  Though India has expanded its footprint over the past several years,  China’s immense 

presence in the regionbis still daunting. 

• India- South America relations have come a long way. And through strategic cooperation 

we can  build a strong, sustainable partnership. 
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POLITY & GOVERNANCE 
 

1. Uniform Civil Code 
 

Context:  
While hearing a property case in Goa, the Supreme Court described it as a shining 
example with a Uniform Civil Code. It also observed that the UCC was hoped and 
expected to come up by now, but no efforts were taken to do so. 
  

What is Uniform Civil code? 
• It would provide a single law for entire nation, applicable to all religions in their 

personal matters like marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, etc. 
• Article 44 of the Constitution, which is a part of Directive Principles of State Policy 

clearly directs the State to secure a Uniform Civil Code. 
• Constitution Assembly Debates, K.M.Munshi said, "Well, we are not merely a nation 

because we say so, but also in effect, by the way, we live, by our personal law, we are a 
strong and consolidated nation" 

• Muslim members opposed as they wanted to keep personal laws out of the 
Constitution’s scope. They argued that UCC would violate the  right to religious 
freedom. 

• Hence it was decided that the code would come into being only with the prior assent 
of the community. 

  

Issues and Challenges: 
• It is seen as an encroachment into religious freedom enshrined under Article 25 of the 

Constitution. 
• The practical difficulty to from a single law when such a vast diversity exists in India. 

For Example, Even for registration of marriage among Muslims, laws differ from state 
to state. 

• In the Northeast, there exist 200+ tribes with their own distinct customary laws. The 
Constitution itself protects local customs in these states. 

• Personal laws is a subject in the Concurrent list. 
• The Law Commission in one of its report has said that Uniform Civil Code is neither 

feasible, nor necessary. 
  

Why do we need UCC? 
• As said above, the makers of Constitution felt it was necessary but didn't want to 

impose it, hence it was placed under Directive Principles. 
• Such a law would  uphold the unity of the country and the Constitution’s secular 

values. 
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• The personal laws are discriminatory towards women. The UCC would bring women at 
par with men in matters like inheritance of property, divorce, etc. The Shah Bano case 
was a lost opportunity to for the UCC. Hopes were renewed during the heated debate 
on Triple Talaq, but to no avail. 

• If we look at the countries in Europe which have a Civil Code, everyone who goes there 
from any part of the world has to submit to the Civil Code. And yet, it is not felt like 
tyranny of the majority. 

  

Conclusion: 
We need to take up major sensitization efforts to reform and rationalize the current 
personal laws and this should be initiated by the communities themselves. The 
Uniform Civil Code which may come up in future should constitute elements of all the 
personal laws so that it achieves both- plural democracy and our rich legal heritage. 

 

2. Criminalization of Politics 

  

What does 'Criminalization of Politics' mean? 
  
The concept implies criminals entering the political race for representation and winning 
seats at the Parliament or State Legislatures. Rampant use of money and muscle power 
facilitates this process given the track-record and contacts of these candidates. Even after 
getting elected they continue with such illegal activities, or if not, there tends to develop a 
nexus between criminals and politicians to assure continued exploitation of the public 
offices. This will result in law-breakers becoming the law-makers, it would also promote a 
culture of corruption and violence, vote bank politics would be encouraged further, and 
finally there will be loss of legitimacy and credibility in the political system of the nation. 

Context: 

 The Supreme Court of India has ordered all the political parties to publish the 
criminal histories of their candidates.  
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 Highlights of the verdict 

 

• The detailed records should mention the nature of the offences, charges framed 
against him/her, the court concerned and the case number. 

• SC ruled for this information to be released for all the candidates contesting in the 
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections, and is therefore applicable to parties both at the 
Central and State levels. 

• It should be published in a local (vernacular) and national newspaper as well as the 
parties’ social media handles. This process should be completed either within 48 hours 
of the selection of candidates or less than two weeks before the first date for filing 
nominations, whichever is earlier. 

• The political party should further give rationale highlighting the “qualifications or 
achievements or merit” of such candidate, charged with a crime, which seemed to 
have impressed it enough to cast aside their criminal background.  

• The voters need to be informed with the reason for choosing suspected criminals over 
decent people with clean records, assuring them that it was not his/her mere 
“winnability at the polls” that guided the party to offer them the ticket. 

  

Other measures 

 
• As per the Representation of People Act 1951, if a person is convicted of any offence 

and sentenced to an imprisonment of two years or more, he will be disqualified from 
contesting elections. Further a convicted person is disqualified from contesting 
elections for six years from the date of their release from prison. 

• The Union of India (UOI) vs. Association for Democratic Reforms (2002) judgement 
required every contesting candidate to declare their criminal records, financial records 
and educational qualifications. 

• In the 2013 People's Union for Civil Liberties vs. Union of India ruling, SC introduced 
the NOTA choice for voters to exercise their right to express no confidence against 
such criminal candidates, and help the system get rid of them. 

• According to a 2014 SC order all the subordinate courts were directed to decide on 
cases involving legislators within a year. Further, in 2017, SC ordered the Centre to set 
up special fast-track courts to exclusively try lawmakers and politicians facing criminal 
cases. 

  
  

3. 360-Degree Performance Appraisal 

Context:  

The government has not received any representation against the 360-degree 
evaluation system from any of the civil servant associations. 
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Background: In 2015, government had introduced the 360-degree performance appraisal 

system in the process of empanelment/appointments of officers to senior level posts in the 
GoI. 

  

Performance Appraisal 
  
• It refers to the systematic and periodic process to assess the performance, 

productivity and potential of the officers against a set of predetermined 
standards/parameters. It can be used for various purposes such as promotion, 
placement, foreign assignment/deputation, empanelment, training, etc. 

  
• According to Dev Dutt vs. Union of India (2008), the Annual Confidential Report 

(ACR) which was in existence till 2007 was replaced by Annual Performance Appraisal 
Report (APAR). In both the methods, different weightage are given for work output, 
personality traits and functional competency of the individual. 
o ACR: It followed the grading system ranging from Average to Outstanding, with 

Good and Very Good between these. Only the adverse remark, if any, was 
disclosed to the employee for making a representation thereon. 

o APAR: The ratings are made in numerical grades from 0-10 on different 
parameters. This system further analyses domain expertise. The whole report, 
including the entire format and ratings, are open to the candidate concerned, 
with a further provision for appeal in the case of disagreement with any of the 
rating given. 

  
• Tenth Report of the Second ARC too proposes the Performance Management System 

(PMS), a much broader concept than Performance Appraisal. It promotes growth and 
learning, and recognizes that capacity building and improvement in individual 
performance leads to better achievement of organizational goals. And a good 
employee performance appraisal system is a pre-requisite for an effective PMS. 

  
• Smart Performance Appraisal Report Recording Online Window (SPARROW) was 

introduced by the Department of Personnel and Training to record these appraisals 
online and speed up the process. It is available for both the appraiser and the 
appraisee. It is meant to enable electronic filing of performance appraisal by 
government officers in a user friendly way and allow filing from anywhere, any time 
as per officer's convenience. 
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360-Degree Appraisal: 

• Alternatively called Multi Source Feedback (MSF), it is a supplementary method to the 
APAR system.  
o It includes the feedbacks from a minimum of 5 stakeholders such as Seniors, 

Juniors, Peers, External Stakeholders and serving Secretaries.  
o This feedback is taken on seven attributes which include decision making, 

ownership, pro-activeness, delivery, leadership, honesty and suitability for higher 
positions. 

o Here, both their feedback and the people themselves would remain anonymous. 
o It is a system prevalent in the UK, EU and Australia. 

  

• Need for change (problems with the existing system): 
o Inflated grades: Most officers (under APAR) were graded ten or near about since 

these reports were to be conveyed to the concerned officer. It thus became 
difficult to distinguish between the best and the others. 

o Nature of appraisal and its relation to career promotion: Appraisal being a 
precondition for career progression appears to have lost its importance. 
Automatic career progression to higher pay scales, especially through non-
functional upgradation is not effective. 

o Delay in writing of appraisal reports and procedural hurdles; no responsibility is 
fixed on those responsible for those who fail to adhere to the stipulated timeline. 

o Not a level-playing field to all participating services in the empanelment process: 
These appointments predominantly comprise of officers of only one service, 
namely IAS. Thus, there it needs to make the process broad based by associating 
officers of other services also. 

  

• Criticism according to the 'Parliamentary Standing Committee on Personnel, Public 
Grievances, Law and Justice': 
o The 360-system lacks fairness, while its process can be opaque and subjective. 
o Feedback is obtained informally, making it susceptible to being manipulated. 
o The appraiser could be biased and lack objectivity, particularly if the officer had to 

discipline his subordinates or he/she was unable to meet the unjustified demands 
of stakeholders. 

o It may leave the officer in a more disadvantaged position as the remedies 
available in APAR/ACR have not been written objectively here and are not 
available in this process. He/she won't know the reasons for their rejection, 
leaving no scope to voice his/her disagreement. 

o There is no statutory backing to the scheme and it is based on executive 
instructions only. 

  

 
 



 

13 
 

Suggestions: 
• Consultation between all the parties concerned. If not all, there could be 

limited/partial disclosure of the report. 
• A sincere conversation with those that are left will enable them to improve and will 

not lead to demoralisation. 
• Transparent and rule-based procedures would introduce more standardised and 

consistent selections or postings. 
• There is need for a more rigorous system to recognise and reward merit, while 

punishing the weak performers, both at the Central and State level.  
• Creating a full-time, permanent and an independent body for empanelment, on the 

recommendations of the Sixth and Seventh Central Pay Commissions, and the second 
ARC, with statutory in order to provide legal sanctity and acceptance t the entire 
process. 

• Instead of just appraising the officer, feedback should be used for development 
purpose so that the required competencies could be developed at appropriate times. 

  
  

4. Justice Delayed is Justice Denied 
  

What does it mean? 

• It essentially means, 'to delay Justice is Injustice'.  
• In situations where judicial relief/remedy is available to the victim, but is not readily 

available to them in a timely fashion, it is effectively the same as having no redress at 
all.  

• It further evolves into the concept of 'right to a speedy trial' which aims to expedite 
the legal system. 

  

Justice in India 

• The Indian Constitution has declared 'securing justice - social, economic and political to 
all citizens' as its goal in the Preamble itself. Further, Article 39A of the Constitution 
mandates the State to secure equal justice and free legal aid for the citizen. 

• For effective justice dispensation system at least three things are to be provided i.e. 
access to courts, effective decision-making by judges and the proper implementation 
of those decisions.  

• The 14th Law Commission Report observed that, it is in the interest of the citizens as 
well as the state that the disputes which go to the law courts for adjudication should 
be decided within a reasonable time, so as to give certainty and definiteness to rights 
and obligations.  
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What is the role of the Judiciary? 

• As the third pillar of democracy, and independent and efficient judicial system acts as 
watchdog and guardian of the Constitution. It also keeps a check on the other two 
organs of the State. 

• Primarily it imparts justice by interpreting and applying the law.  
• Quality justice not only promotes peace in the society but also strengthens internal 

security of the country. 

 

  

Why are people losing faith in the Judiciary? 

• People’s faith in the judicial system begins to wane, because justice that is delayed is 
forgotten, excluded and finally discharged. 

• Huge pendency of cases means it will take years only to dispose off this backlog first, 
while the recent disputes will have to wait for another couple of years to be resolved. 
Thus, something that is a matter of months turns into a lifelong struggle, sometimes 
even exceeding the lifespan of the parties involved! 

• Deferred sentences are unfair when after being tired for years an individual is 
ultimately found to be innocent. It is also traumatic for the victim of a crime to see 
his/her offender not be punished for so long, or the accused may even be released on 
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bail while the affected individual still suffers. Thus, it may lead to miscarriage of justice 
and over-expensive litigation. 

• At times illegal alternatives can be adopted in a bout of rage and revenge. 

  

 

What is stopping the Judiciary? 

• Judge vacancies in numerous courts 
• Shortage of qualified lawyers and staff 
• Insufficient number of courts and poor infrastructure 
• Litigation explosion, especially government cases 
• Corruption  

  

What can be done? 

• Fast track courts 
• Specialised tribunals 
• Alternative Redressal Mechanism 
• Providing free and competent legal service 
• Digitisation  

  

In conclusion, the whole society will be in jeopardy, if the entire judicial system collapses 

under its own weight. To begin with, accountability needs to be fixed for this delay. Proper 
and suitable action at appropriate time could avoid unwanted and unnecessary litigation. 
However, in this fit of finalising verdicts in a hurry, the actual goals of impartiality, fair-play 
and equity should not be compromised; because justice hurried is justice buried can be 
equally true. Sufficient, reasonable and due hearing of every cases with consideration of its 
circumstances is the necessary requirement of natural justice and balance of convenience. 

 

5. Alternate Dispute Redressal 
Context 
Recently, the chief justice of India said that the time is ripe for the compulsory 'prelitigation 
mediation' that would ensure efficiency and reduce the time of pendency for parties as well 
as for the courts. 
  

Background: 
• In recent times, globalisation has led to the dramatic rise of in cross border 

transactions involving India, which has led to increase in the demand for the cross-
border arbitration. This has resulted in establishment of transnational practices to deal 
with growing quantum and complexities in the matters. 
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• Exponential growth of trans-boundary and domestic interactions necessitates 
formation of complex regulatory frameworks, including provision of effective and 
efficient methods of dispute resolution. Yet, attempts to resolve commercial or 
investment disputes in jurisdiction-tethered-state-forums have met with little success. 
This void has been successfully plugged by various alternate methods of dispute 
resolution, in particular arbitration. 

• Therefore, the methods like arbitration, negotiation, mediation, etc. play an important 
role in international trade, commerce, investments, etc. 

  
Benefits of Alternative Dispute Resolution 

1. More flexibility: In the case of arbitration, the parties have far more flexibility to select 
what procedural and discovery rules will apply to their dispute (they can choose to 
apply relevant industry standards, domestic law, the law of a foreign country, etc.) 

2. Select your own Arbitrator or Mediator: The parties can often select the arbitrator or 
mediator that will hear their case, typically selecting someone with expertise in the 
substantive field involved in the dispute. The arbitrator need not even be an lawyer. 

3. Low Cost Solution: the costs get substantially reduced in the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution if we compare it with court trials. 

4. Fast Process: the Arbitration/Negotiation/mediation processes consume less time as 
compared with court trials. 

5. The results can be kept confidential: The parties can agree that the information 
disclosed during the process cannot be publicised. The final outcome can remain 
private if parties agree. However most trials are open to media and public. 

  

Disadvantages of Alternative Dispute Resolution 
1. No guaranteed solutions: Except arbitration, Alternative Dispute Resolution processes 

do not always lead to a resolution.  
2. No Enforcement: the award given in these processes lack enforcement agencies if any 

of parties changes its stand. 
3. Non-binding arbitration: sometimes courts may order non-binding arbitration. This 

means that if a party is not satisfied with the decision of the arbitrator, they can file a 
request for trial with the court within a specified time period after the arbitration 
award. 
  

Arbitration. 
Arbitration is an ADR (alternative dispute resolution) method where the disputing parties 
involved present their disagreement to one arbitrator or a panel of private, independent 
and qualified third party “arbitrators.” The arbitrator(s) determine the outcome of the 
case. The outcome should be accepted by parties. 
  
Mediation. 
Mediation is an ADR method where a neutral and impartial third party, the mediator, 
facilitates dialogue in a structured multi-stage process to help parties reach a conclusive 



 

17 
 

and mutually satisfactory agreement. A mediator assists the parties in identifying and 
articulating their own interests, priorities, needs and wishes to each other. Mediation is a 
“peaceful” dispute resolution tool that is complementary to the existing court system and 
the practice of arbitration. Mediation, however, is a voluntary and non-binding process. 
  
Conciliation. 
Conciliation is another dispute resolution process that involves building a positive 
relationship between the parties of dispute, however, it is fundamentally different than 
mediation and arbitration in several respects. Conciliation tries to individualize the optimal 
solution and direct parties towards a satisfactory common agreement. This is different 
from mediation in a way that the conciliator plays a relatively direct role in the actual 
resolution of a dispute and even advises the parties on certain solutions by making 
proposals for settlement. 
  
Negotiation 
Negotiation is a process where two parties in a conflict or dispute reach a settlement 
between themselves that they can both agree on. Negotiations are reached through 
discussions made between the parties or their representatives without an involvement of 
the third party. 
  

  

  



 

18 
 

ECONOMY & AGRONOMY 
 

1. Government e-Marketplace 

Context: 

• Government has clocked transactions worth Rs. 40,000 crore through the 
government's online marketplace GeM. 

• According to the Budget (2020), the government is looking to increase the turnover of 
this portal to Rs. 3 lakh crore. 

• The Expenditure Secretary has stated that, global government procurement economy 
is estimated at USD 10 trillion in value; and in most countries, including India, it 
constitutes more than one-fifth of GDP. 

• The government has made it mandatory for all the departments and ministries to 
source goods and services from its e-marketplace.  

• Presently, 3.24 lakh sellers and service providers have registered with the portal so far 
to sell 18,50,045 products and 20,470 services. The products range from stationery, 
automobiles, computers, office furniture, while the services include transportation, 
logistics, waste management, web casting and analytical. 

  

According to the Second ARC report, e-Governance is carrying out the functions and 
achieving the results of governance through utilization of ICT. Here, as an example of e-
Governance in action, the GeM portal facilitates the G2B (Government to Business) 
interaction model. It promotes free exchange of information amongst all the stakeholders, 
while improving the efficiency and reach of the system, to reduce costs and increase 
revenue to the government. 

  

Government e-Marketplace 

• Public procurement forms a very important part of Government activity. Therefore, in 
order to facilitate this process, a dynamic and self-sustaining portal was launched by 
the Commerce & Industry Minister in 2016. Hosted by the Directorate General of 
Supplies and Disposal, it aims to transform the way in which procurement of goods and 
services is done by the Government Ministries and Departments, Public Sector 
Undertakings and other apex autonomous bodies of the Central Government.  

  

• Features:  
o Transparency: eliminates human interference; no entry barriers; online, cashless 

and time bound payments reducing the 'administrative' cost involved 
o Efficiency: competition, fair play and speed; price discovery and reasonability; bids 

can be created in a matter of minutes and finalized within a minimum of 7 days 
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o Secure and Safe: all the documents are e-Signed at various stages by the buyers 
and sellers; automatic online verification; SEBI appointed credit rating agencies 
conducting third-party assessment 

  

• Advantages of this system are as follows: 

For Buyers  For Sellers 

1. Rich listing of variety products  
2. 'Search, Compare, Select and Buy' 

facility 
3. Buying Goods and Services online, as 

and when required. 
4. Transparent and ease of buying 
5. Continuous vendor rating system 
6. User-friendly dash board, and 

monitoring the supplies and payments 
7. Easy-Returns 

1. Direct access to all Government 
departments 

2. Marketing with minimal efforts 
3. One stop shop for bids / reverse 

auction 
4. 'New Product Suggestion' facility 

available 
5. Dynamic pricing: Price can be changed 

based on market conditions 
6. Seller friendly dashboard for selling 

and monitoring 
7. Consistent and uniform purchase 

procedures 

  

  

2. USTR takes India off developing countries list 
Context: 

The office of United States Trade Representative (USTR) has updated list of 
developing countries and least developed countries. It has removed India from list of 
developing countries. 

  
Background: 
USTR maintains a list of countries that are developing or least developed under the US 
countervailing duty laws. This was done in order to confirm US's obligations under WTO 
Agreement on subsidies and countervailing Measures (ASCM).  
Under the SCM agreement, countries that don't have the status of developed nation were 
entitled to special treatment. Countries under these list are eligible for the preferential 
treatment in case of countervailing duties investigations. 
The ASCM stipulates that countervailing duty investigations for developing countries must 
be terminated if subsidies granted are found to be de minimis, which is defined as less than 
2% of value of imports of product getting investigated. 
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How does USTR determine these designations? 
The WTO does not lay down any criteria for designating a country as developed or 
developing. Under WTO rules, any country can "self-designate" itself as developing country. 
  
However, USTR employed an arbitrary methodology for determining the status of country 
as developing or least developed. 
The USTR followed the following criteria to determine whether a country was eligible for 
2% de minimis(too small to warrant concern) standard 

1. Per capita GNI ( should be less than $12,375 as it is set by World Bank for separating 
developing countries from developed countries) 

2. Share of world trade (should be less than 0.5%) 
3. Other factors such as OECD membership, G20 membership 

For this, USTR relies upon data such as WUSTR takes into consideration the import volumes 
in US and offending subsidies given by exportingorld Bank's data on Gross National Income 
(GNI) and trade data obtained from the Trade Data Monitor. This also contains data from 
National statistical institutions, customs authorities, central banks, etc 
  

India's Inclusion & Exclusion 
In 1998, USTR had prepared the rule to determine whether countries were eligible to 
preferential treatment against countervailing duties investigations or not. For this it fixed a 
threshold for import volumes and countervailing subsidies from countries. 
Now, the USTR itself has revised the lists in 1998 rule and termed the rule as 'absolute'. The 
list now includes 36 developing countries and 44 least developed nations. India is now 
removed from lists along with Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, etc. 
Though India has less than $12,375 per capita GNI, USTR has removed India from list 
because of its membership in G20 and more than 0.5% of world trade. 

 
Implications for India 

1. US has already refused to extend the benefits enjoyed by India under the Generalised 
System of Preferences (GSP). Now, with the removal of India from list of developing 
countries, the re-inclusion in GSP becomes more difficult 

2. The US is challenging India's status along with other countries as developing countries 
in WTO. The developing countries enjoy special and differential treatment (S&DT) 
which gives them benefits like longer implementation periods for Agreements signed 
in WTO.  

3. The import tariffs on Indian products will be increased which will make Indian products 
less competitive in the US which in turn will effect Indian industries. Also, the Trade 
surplus with the US will come down. 
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3. Long Term Repos  
  

Context: 
RBI has announced a new facility under Long Term Repo Operations (LTRO) to inject 
liquidity in the banking system.  
  

Why this measure? 
To solve the dilemma : RBI has limitations in cutting its policy rate but at the same time, it 
desires to enhance liquidity of the banking system and promote lending activities of banks. 
  

About LTRO: 
• RBI will be injecting Rs 1 lakh crore into the banking system through auctions with long 

term maturity periods (compared to 1 day repos) of 1 year and 3 year. 
• Funds through this operation will be provided at the repo rate. Usually, loans with 

higher maturity period have higher interest rate compared to short term (repo) loans. 
But due to the new measure, banks will get the benefit of 1 year and 3 year loans at 
the same interest rate of 1 day repo.  

• This will create a pressure on the banks to reduce their lending rates, thus achieving 
the twin objective (liquidity + high lending rates) that RBI was seeking. 

  

Impacts of LTRO: 
• Enhanced Liquidity due to injection of Rs 1 lakh crore. 
• Interest rate being low will create pressure on short term lending rates of banks.  
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ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY 
 

1. Future of earth report, 2020 
Context: 
Indian institute of science, Divecha centre for climate change and South Asia future earth 
regional office of Bangalore released a report named Future of Earth Report, 2020 
• The report talks about the 5 global risks that today’s world face in respect of 

environment  
• Objective of the report is to reduce carbon footprint and stopping global temperature 

rise at 2 degree Celsius 2050 
  

 
  

Key Points: 
• 5 Global risks  

o Failure of climate change adaptation processes  
o Food crisis 
o Water crisis 
o Biodiversity loss 
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o Extreme weather events 
• The report talks about the interrelation between different environmental problems 

like Biodiversity loss and food crisis, Heat waves and water crisis etc. 
o If extreme heat wave event takes place then it may help in releasing stored 

carbon from natural sources this will in turn cause food and water crisis 
o Biodiversity loss from an ecosystem or agrarian system decreases its production 

capacity. This Increasing pressure puts strain on food resources 
• 75% of earth’s area has been altered by humans. Nearly 25% of observed plants and 

animal species are threatened due to anthropogenic activities  
• Concentration of Carbon Dioxide in atmosphere reached to 415 parts per million in 

2019  
• 2014 to 2018 were the hottest years recorded over land and sea 

  
  
 

2. Urban Heat Island  
Context: 
Research team of scientists from IIT Kharagpur has found that many cities in India are 
turning into Urban Heat islands both in day and nights time 
  

What is Urban Heat Island? 
It is a metropolitan area which has more temperature (comparatively warmer) than its 
surrounding rural areas because of anthropogenic activities. 
Unsustainable use of land and waste heat generated by energy consumption are the main 
sources for heating up urban areas 
The temperature difference is more in night than day 
UHI can be easily observed in summer and winter  
  

Key points of research: 
• Researchers from Centre for Oceans, Rivers, Atmosphere and Land Science(CORAL) of 

IIT Kharagpur has said that cities with one million or more population had shown a rise 
in level of mercury in the daytime  

• 44 Indian cities were taken into account for this research. Data from 2001-2017 was 
studied to arrive at the conclusion  

• Satellite temperature measurement mechanism has proved that temperature of some 
cities are going 2 degree higher in the daytime than surrounding areas  

• Where the urban areas are surrounded by Green Cover, cooling effect can be observed 
(Eg. Pune, Guwahati, Kolkata) 

  

Solutions for UHI Effect: 
• Increasing the Green cover in and around the city as well as protecting water bodies of 

the city is essential to solve this problem 
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• Construction of buildings, roads and in general infrastructure should be done with eco 
friendly material which can help boosting cooling effect.(Eg. City of Los Angeles have 
been painting their roads with white paint to reduce UHI effect) 

• Green roofs should be installed on building roof tops.The Green roof can absorb heat 
and boost the cooling effect  

• Roof sprinkling- Fixed sprinklers around the roof sprinkle water on its walls so that the 
air touching the surface cools down  

Video link: 
The urban heat island effect 
  

 
  

  
 

3. Arctic Ice Melting & its effect on ocean currents 
Context:  
NASA’s jet Propulsion Laboratory has observed how the melting of ice in Arctic is affecting 
ocean currents near the Western Europe  
  

What are ocean Currents? 
• It is a directed and continuous movement of ocean water to achieve temperature 

equilibrium for Earth’s Ecosystem  
• The ocean currents are affected by many factors like wind, temperature and Earths 

Rotation etc. 
• There are two types of ocean currents warm and cold. 

  

What is a Gyre? 
Gyre is a huge system of circulating ocean currents. Main driving factor behind Gyres is 
Coriolis Effect(Earth’s Rotation) 
  

https://youtu.be/4SihdPRRMPI
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Key Findings: 
• Seawater current named Beaufort Gyre keeps the polar climate near arctic balanced by 

storing Fresh water 
• Due to wind it collected fresh water on the northern side of Canada where it collects 

this fresh water 
• After this the collected fresh water is steadily so that Atlantic Ocean can carry this 

water in small amount released in Atlantic Ocean by this current over a period of 
decades 

• This fresh water sinks down and travels to North Atlantic Ocean and then Down to 
tropics in Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation  

• Now Due to increasing global temperature there is less ice in arctic which exposes this 
current to stronger winds.  

• Because of this wind effect the Gyre has grown in Size as well as Speed which traps the 
fresh water in Gyre itself and remains in Arctic Ocean only 

• This can disturb the Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation which balances earth’s 
climate. 

• Heating of Western Europe can be seriously affected if the freshwater is not released 
in Atlantic Ocean 
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Video link: 
How do ocean currents work? - Jennifer Verduin 

 

 

4. RO Based Water Filtration  
  

Context: 
The MoEFCC issued a draft notification that seeks to regulate the RO water filtration 
systems in areas where the source of water meets drinking water norms of the Bureau 
of Indian Standards. 
  

What are reverse osmosis (RO) systems? 
• The RO  technology was devised to desalinate sea water.  

• With this technology, it became possible to filter a wide variety of solutes — arsenic, 

fluoride, hexavalent chromium, nitrates, bacteria — that come mixed in water. This 

has led to an industry of home-RO systems that are installed in  several  ways to 

provide potable water. 

  

  

https://youtu.be/p4pWafuvdrY
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Video link :Watch | What is the problem with RO water purifiers? 

 
  

The issue with RO: 
• While making tap water pass through multiple stages of cleaning, RO systems end up 

wasting a lot of water. They waste 3-4 times the water they actually purify.  

• Due to the challenges that cities and government face in providing potable water, 

environmentalist groups have convinced the National Green Tribunal to ban the use of 

RO systems in Delhi.  

• This legal dispute, which began in March 2019 has led the Environment Ministry to 

move to regulate RO systems. 

• Another concern with RO is that it filters out the essential salts needed by the body like 

the- calcium, zinc, magnesium.  Drinking such water over time could prove harmful.  

• Even the National Institute of Virology (NIV) claimed that majority of the filtration 

methods did not eliminate Hepatitis E virus.  

Indian scenario of tapped water: 
• Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the Prime Minister has committed to provide tap water 

to the entire nation by 2024. 

• A survey was undertaken by the Department of Consumer Affairs,  through the Bureau 

of Indian Standards (BIS) on the quality of piped drinking water being supplied in the 

country.  

• It showed that the existing quality of piped water is deficient in most of the regions of 

the country. 
  

Bureau of Indian Standards: 
• BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016. 
• It was established with the purpose of developing the activities of 

standardization, marking and quality certification of goods. 
• BIS has been benefitting our economy in a number of ways like providing 

safe reliable quality goods; minimizing health hazards to consumers; 
promoting exports and imports substitute through standardization, 
certification and testing. 

• Its headquarter is situated at New Delhi. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/environment-ministry-moves-towards-regulating-ro-based-water-filtration-systems/article30782490.ece/amp/
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Global scenario: 
• Highly developed countries tend to have good quality tap water. Finland, Denmark, 

Switzerland, Germany, United Kingdom have access to freshwater lakes or melted 

glaciers which is extremely clean and mineral rich. Still they filter this water too. 

• Singapore and Israel depend on extensive recycling and even make sewage water fit 

for drinking. Their limited population pressure, compared to India,  allow these 

countries to ensure clean drinking water.  

• Yet, for much of the world, access to clean piped water from the public supply remains 

a challenge. 
  

The SDG 6 aims to achieve clean water and sanitation all over the world. There's a need 

for global synergy to fight the ever increasing water crisis, because this crisis brings along 
itself other issues like refugees, epidemics, food shortage, etc. 
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5. Energy Efficiency 
  

Context: 
 As a part of its Sustainable Energy Policy, the state of Kerala will impose a ban on the 
sale of compact fluorescent lamps (CFL) and incandescent (filament) bulbs starting 
from November 2020. 

  

Details of the scheme: 

• The announcement is in line with the government's project of ‘Filament-free Kerala’ 
envisaged in 2018 as part of the state’s Urja Kerala mission. 

• The government is selling nine-watt LED bulbs at a reduced rate to encourage their 
use. Citizen can place their orders for such LED bulbs on the KSEB website in exchange 
for existing filament bulbs. 

   

Similar initiatives:  

• Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All (UJALA), 2015 
o It is a domestic lighting project, developed to address India’s high cost of 

electrification and high emissions from inefficient lighting. 
o Over 36.13 crore LED bulbs have been distributed across India till date. 
o It has brought about a market transformation by reducing the prices of LED bulbs 

from INR. 310 in 2015 to INR. 38 in 2018 (one-tenth fall in their rates). 
o This has resulted in estimated energy savings of 46.92 billion kWh per year, 

avoided peak demand of 9,394 MW, and an estimated GHG emission reduction of 
38 million tCO2 annually. 

• Street Lighting National Programme (SLNP), 2015 
o It is the world’s largest streetlight replacement programme, that aims to replace 

all the 1.34 crore conventional street lights with smart and energy efficient LED 
lights. 

o Smart light deployment: these lights are connected through a web-based 
monitoring system that enables remote operations and additional operational 
saving  

o It has enabled demand reduction of 1161 MW, facilitated annual energy savings of 
6.97 billion kWh per year, and reduced 4.80 million tons of CO2 emissions. 
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What is Energy Efficiency? 

• It simply means using less energy to perform the same task – that is, eliminating 
energy waste. 

• Its benefits include: reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing demand for energy 
imports, and lowering costs on a household and economy-wide level. 

• While renewable energy technologies also help accomplish these objectives, 
improving energy efficiency is the cheapest – and often the most immediate – way to 
reduce the use of fossil fuels. 

  

National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency, 2011 

• It is one of the eight national missions under the National Action Plan on Climate 
Change (NAPCC). 

• The objective of this particular mission is to create a conducive regulatory and policy 
regime. It has also envisaged fostering innovative and sustainable business models to 
the energy efficiency sector. 

• The implementing agencies include BEE (Bureau of Energy Efficiency) and EESL 
(Energy Efficiency Services Limited) 

 
  

Other programs to enhance Energy-Efficiency in India  

• Energy Conservation Building Code, 2017 

• National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) 

• Standards & Labelling Programme, 2006 (Bureau of Energy Efficiency) 

• Agriculture Demand Side Management (AgDSM) Programme and Solar-AgDSM 

• Smart Meter National Programme (SMNP) 

• Municipal Energy Efficient Programme (MEEP) 

• State Energy Efficiency Index 
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