MONTHLY
CURRENT
AFFAIRS
A round the Globe Current Affairs

B ackbone for UPSC & Other Competative Exams
C omplete

Reference for Prelims & Mains

D esigned

by Experts

AVINASH DHARMADHIKARI(IAS-1986)
ANAND BATHIA
GIRISH KOTECHA
VIRAJ KOTHARI

For More Details , Call 9018189189

t
s
u
g
u
A 020
2

Index for the month of August
1. POLITY
1.1 THREE CAPITALS FOR ANDHRA PRADESH

01

1.2 CONSTITUTION BENCH FOR EWS QUOTA

02

1.3 COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL

03

1.4 NATIONAL RECRUITMENT AGENCY (NRA)

04

1.5 SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2020: INDORE INDIA’s CLEANEST CITY

06

1.6 MADHYA PRADESH GOVERNMENT DECISION ON NATIVISM

07

1.7 DAUGHTERS HAVE EQUAL RIGHT ON PROPERTY: SC

08

1.8 SERIES OF INITIATIVES ANNOUNCED BY THE MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS

09

1.9 TRUST DEFICIT HURTING THE NAGA PEACE PROCESS

09

1.10 RAJYA SABHA (RS) FUNCTIONING SHOWS IMPROVEMENT IN RECENT YEARS

10

1.11 ARUNACHAL PRADESH ASSEMBLY PASSES RESOLUTION FOR INCLUSION OF STATE IN 6TH SCHEDULE OF
THE CONSTITUTION
10
1.12 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIR'S (MHA) COMMITTEE ON CLAUSE 6 OF ASSAM ACCORD

12

1.13 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF WORLD’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

13

2. ECONOMY
2.1 PMJDY COMPLETES 6 YEARS

15

2.2 AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUND

16

2.3 CRISIS IN THE DAIRY SECTOR

17

2.4 INCREASED FISCAL DEFICIT

19

2.5 HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS: FINANCE COMMISSION

20

2.6 DRAFT DEFENCE PRODUCTION AND EXPORT PROMOTION POLICY, 2020

21

2.7 MONETARY POLICY REPORT: AUGUST 2020

22

2.8 FIRST KISAN RAIL: TRANSPORT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE

23

2.9 TOURISM INDUSTRY IN INDIA

24

2.10 41ST GST COUNCIL MEETING

26

2.11 KV KAMATH PANEL ON LOAN RESTRUCTURING

28

2.12 RBI TO SET UP ‘INNOVATION HUB’ TO PROMOTE FINANCIAL INCLUSION, EFFICIENT BANKING

28

2.13 RBI BOARD APPROVES TRANSFER OF RS.57128 crore AS SURPLUS TO GOVERNMENT

29

2.14 CORE INVESTMENT COMPANIES (CICs) CAN HAVE ONLY TWO LAYERS: RBI

29

2.15 PLATFORM FOR TRANSPARENT TAXATION ‘HONOURING THE HONEST’

30

2.16 THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS RESPONSIBILITY REPORTING

31

2.17 EXPORT PREPARDENESS INDEX 2020

32

2.18 ONLINE DASHBOARD FOR NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PIPELINE (NIP)

33

2.19 GIS ENABLED LAND BANK SCHEME

34

2.20 GOVERNMENT EXPLORES INCENTIVES TO MAKE AGROCHEMICAL SECTOR ATMANIRBHAR
(SELF-RELIANT)

35

3. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
3.1 PAKISTAN UNVEILED NEW MAP

36

3.2 BEIRUT EXPLOSION

37

3.3 SRILANKA TO DRAFT NEW CONSTITUTION

38

3.4 INDUS WATER TREATY (IWT)

39

3.5 ISRAEL AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) STRIKE MAJOR DIPLOMATIC AGREEMENT

40

4. ENVIRONMENT
4.1 BIOMEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT DURING COVID PANDEMIC

42

4.2 POKKALI RICE: KERALA

43

4.3 ELECTRICAL VEHICLES POLICY: DELHI GOVERNMENT

44

4.4 DRAFT ENVRIONMENT NOTIFICATION 2020

45

4.5 DHOLE CONSERVATION

47

4.6 INDIA’S FIRST SNOW LEOPARD CONSERVATION CENTER

48

4.7 PROJECT FOR LION AND DOLPHIN CONSERVATION

48

4.8 INITIATIVES FOR MANAGING HUMAN ELEPHANT CONFLICT (HEC)

49

4.9 MOUNT SINABUNG VOLCANO

50

4.10 ACHIEVING THE ETHANOL BLENDING TARGETS SET BY THE GOVERNMENT

50

4.11 MAHARASHTRA FIRST INDIAN STATE TO DECLARE STATE MANGROVE TREE AS SYMBOL OF
CONSERVATION
51
4.12 NTPC DEVELOPS INFRASTRUCTURE FOR INCREASING USE OF FLY ASH UTILIZATION

51

4.13 INDIA RANKS FIRST IN NUMBER OF ORGANIC FARMERS

52

4.14 GUJARAT GOVERNMENT NOT IN FAVOUR OF TRANSLOCATING LIONS TO MADHYA PRADESH (MP)

52

4.15 MAURITIUS STRUGGLES TO CONTAIN MASSIVE OIL SPILL FROM DAMAGED SHIP

53

5. SOCIAL ISSUES
5.1 STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD (SOFI) REPORT

54

5.2 E-SANJEEVANI PLATFORM

55

5.3 SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2020: INDORE INDIA’s CLEANEST CITY

55

6. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
6.1 CHINA LAUNCHES BEIDOU NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM

57

6.2 ARROW-2 INTERCEPTION TEST

58

6.3 AFRICA FREE OF POLIO

59

6.4 BIOFUEL FROM ALGAE

60

6.5 NEW UNDERSEA CABLE TO BOOST NET SPEED IN ANDAMAN

61

6.6 PRIME MINISTER (PM) EMPHASIZES EXTENSIVE USE OF INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES FOR IMPROVING
FORECAST AND WARNING SYSTEM
62
6.7 INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION (ISRO) IS EXPANDING ITS ROLE INTO DEVELOPMENT
ACTIVITIES
63
6.8 KRISHI MEGH

64

7. TOPIC OF THE MONTH
7.1 BAL GANGADHAR TILAK’S 100TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY

65

7.2 QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT

66

8. NEWS IN BRIEF

68

9. PRIME MINISTER'S (PM) ANNOUNCEMENTS ON INDEPENDENCE DAY

73

1. POLITY
1.1 THREE CAPITALS FOR ANDHRA PRADESH
WHY IN NEWS?




Recently, Andhra Pradesh Governor approved the Andhra Pradesh Decentralisation and Inclusive
Development Of All Regions Bill paving the way for establishing three capitals in the state.
According to the government, multiple state capitals will allow the development of several regions
of the state and hence leading to inclusive growth.
However, previously the Andhra government had acquired around 30 thousand acres of land
from the farmers in and around the Amaravati region. So, the decision of changing the capital may
affect most of the farmers living out there.

Key Points


The state might have three capitals —
legislative, executive and judicial.



Visakhapatnam, which has infrastructure,
can be considered for being the executive
capital without much investment.



Amaravati can be retained as the legislative
capital.



Kurnool can be considered as the judicial
capital.

RATIONALE BEHIND 3 CAPITALS:









The government says it is against building one mega capital while neglecting other parts of
the state. Three capitals ensure equal development of different regions of the state.
Decentralisation has been the central theme in recommendations of all major
committees that were set up to suggest a suitable location for the capital of Andhra
Pradesh.
The multiple capital idea is not new, it has been a prevailing practice in countries like
South Africa, Brazil, Australia and Bolivia and even in some states in India like Kerala:
where high court is in Kochi and the legislature and Secretariat in Thiruvananthapuram.
And a secretariat in Vizag can help in the development of regions like Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam, which consists of most of the tribal and rural areas and are the most
backward regions of the state. This may bring health and educational access to the region.
Kurnool and Rayalaseema region is the most backward region when compared with coastal
Andhra and Telangana with Hyderabad at the time of bifurcation.

MULTIPLE CAPITALS: CONCERNS
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Separation of executive and legislative capital can be challenging: In the Parliamentary system
of government, functions of the executive and the legislature are closely connected. For
example,
o

When the legislative assembly is in session, administrative officers are required all the time
for the presentation of the bill, for briefing the ministers, etc.

o

When the legislative assembly is not in session, the decision making by the executive
requires a lot of inputs from various sources including the legislators who are the
representative of the people.



Logistically difficult: The development of a region can be done through policy interventions like
industrial policy. However, separating the capitals can be against the convenience of the
administration as well as the people. Also, it will be logistically difficult to implement.

WAY FORWARD


Expenditure should be questioned: People should be empowered to question the government if
the later takes the decision to implement huge capital expenditure which might not be financially
prudent.



Empowering the local governments: Another counter-argument is strengthening the local bodies,
both in urban and rural areas. If the government’s goal is to decentralize development, the best
way possible is the financial strengthening of the local bodies, granting more money to execute
their functions in the 11th and 12th schedule



Development through policy interventions: Multiple capitals should not be used as an
instrument for the development of the region. The development of the region can be brought by
making an investment in the manufacturing and service sectors, bringing different policies
benefiting the farmers and ease of doing business, development of the infrastructure, development
of the social-cultural institutions such as universities, hospitals, etc.

1.2 CONSTITUTION BENCH FOR EWS QUOTA
WHY IN NEWS?





Recently, the Supreme Court of India referred the petitions challenging the 103rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2019 to a five-judge constitution bench, saying it involves ‘substantial questions
of law’.
According to Article 145 (3) of the Constitution, at least five judges need to hear cases that
involve ‘a substantial question of law as to the interpretation’ of the Constitution.
The Supreme Court bench consisting of at least five judges is called the Constitution bench.

KEY POINTS:





103rd Constitutional Amendment Act:
It introduced an economic reservation (10% quota) in jobs and admissions in education
institutes for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) by amending Articles 15 and 16.
It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6).
It was enacted to promote the welfare of the poor not covered by the 50% reservation
policy for SCs, STs and Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC).

Petitioners’ Argument:
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The amendments run contrary to the constitutional scheme, where no segment of available
seats/posts can be reserved, only on the basis of economic criterion.
The amendments also run contrary to the judgment pronounced in the Indra Sawhney V.
Union of India 1992 case, that a backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively
with reference to economic criterion.
The amendments alter the 50% quota limit set up in Indra Sawhney V. Union of India 1992
case, which according to the petitioner is a part Basic Structure of the Constitution.
Reservation in unaided institutions violates the fundamental right under Article 19(1)(g) of
the Constitution.
Article 19 (1)(g) allows every citizen to practice any profession, or to carry on any occupation,
trade or business.

Central Government’s Stand:
The amendment was necessitated to benefit EWS who are not covered under existing
schemes of reservation, which as per statistics, constitute a considerably large segment of
the country’s population.
The 50% limit in the Indra Sawhney ruling cannot be applied in the present petitions as the
Sawhney case dealt with memoranda issued by the government while what is under challenge
now is a constitutional amendment.





Substantial Question of Law Involved:
Whether the challenged 103rd Amendment Act violates Basic Structure of the
Constitution, with reference to equality provisions of the Constitution.
The case of the Union of India that though ordinarily 50% is the rule but same will not prevent
the amendment of the Constitution itself in view of the existing special circumstances to uplift
the members of the society belonging to economically weaker sections.




1.3 COMPTROLLER AND AUDITOR GENERAL
WHY IN NEWS?


Girish Chandra Murmu has been appointed the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG). He
has replaced Rajiv Mehrishi and will have a tenure up to 20th November 2024.

KEY POINTS:


Constitutional Body: Article 148 provides for an independent office of the CAG. It is the supreme
audit institution of India.
o

Other Provisions Related to CAG include: Articles 149-151 (Duties & Powers, Form of
Accounts of the Union and the States and Audit Reports), Article 279 (calculation of net
proceeds, etc.) and Third Schedule (Oath or Affirmation) and Sixth
Schedule (Administration of Tribal Areas in the States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram).

Profile in Brief:










Head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department - created in 1753.
Guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system of the country at both the
levels–the Centre and the state.
One of the bulwarks of the democratic system of government in India.
The others being the Supreme Court, the Election Commission and the Union Public Service
Commission.
The accountability of the executive (i.e. Council of Ministers) to the Parliament in the sphere
of financial administration is secured through audit reports of the CAG.
Appointment: Appointed by the President of India by a warrant under his hand and seal.
Tenure: A period of six years or upto the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
Removal: CAG can be removed by the President on the same grounds and in the same manner as
a judge of the Supreme Court. He does not hold his office till the pleasure of the President.
In other words, he can be removed by the President on the basis of a resolution passed to that
effect by both the Houses of Parliament with special majority, either on the ground of proved
misbehavior or incapacity.

Other Related Points:
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Not eligible for further office, either under the Government of India or of any state, after he
ceases to hold his office.
Salary and other service conditions are determined by the Parliament.





The administrative expenses of the office of the CAG, including all salaries, allowances and pensions
of persons serving in that office are charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India (thus are not
subject to the vote of Parliament).
No minister can represent the CAG in Parliament.

DUTIES AND POWERS:









CAG’s (Duties, Powers and Conditions of Service) Act, 1971:
Audits the accounts related to all expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India, consolidated
fund of each state and consolidated fund of each union territory having a Legislative Assembly.
Audits all expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the Public Account of India as well
as the contingency fund of each state and the public account of each state.
Audits profit and loss accounts, balance sheets and other subsidiary accounts kept by any
department of the Central Government and state governments.
Audits the receipts and expenditure of the following:
Bodies and authorities substantially financed from the Central or state revenues;
Government companies; and
Other corporations and bodies, when so required by related laws.

CONCLUSION


CAG Acts as a guide, friend and philosopher of the Public Accounts Committee of the Parliament.
He plays important role in ensuring financial accountability of executive. B R Ambedkar said that
the CAG shall be the most important Officer under the Constitution of India.

1.4 NATIONAL RECRUITMENT AGENCY (NRA)
WHY IN NEWS?
 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to set up a National
Recruitment Agency (NRA). The proposed NRA will conduct a common preliminary examination for
various recruitments in the central government for non-gazette Group B and C posts.
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NEED OF NRA?





According to, Department of Personnel and Training, on an average 2.5 crore to 3 crore aspirants
appear for about 1.25 lakh vacancies in the central government every year and aspirants have to
take different exams that are conducted by various agencies for central government jobs.
Candidates have to pay fees to multiple recruiting agencies and also have to travel long distances
for appearing in various exams.
Women candidates especially from rural areas face constraints in appearing in multiple
examinations as they have to arrange for transportation and places to stay in places that are far
away.

HOW NRA WILL PROCESS?









There will be a common registration, single fee and gradually the candidates need not travel outside
the district to appear for the examination.
There will be a special focus on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational Districts.
(NITI Aayog)
The examinations will be conducted in 12 languages and will be based on a common curriculum.
A standardised question bank with multiple questions of similar difficulty levels will be created in
a central server.
An algorithm will be used to jumble and dole out different questions, so that each candidate
receives a different question paper, reducing the chances of cheating and paper leakage.
Scores will be generated quickly, delivered online and be valid for a three-year period.
Students can write the test multiple times as long as they are within the eligible age limit, with
their best score being taken into account.
The test will be conducted for three levels i.e, graduate, higher secondary (12th pass) and the
matriculate (10th pass) candidates.

MERITS OF SETTING UP OF NRA:
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Aspirants do not have to apply and appear separately for multiple recruitment exams. They will be
able to apply once for a single or multiple recruitment exams in various departments and take the
Common Eligibility Test (CET).
CET would significantly reduce the lengthy recruitment cycle as some of the recruitment
departments might decide to skip their tier 2 or second level test and go ahead with the recruitment
based on CET score followed by physical tests and medical examination.
Candidates who clear CET once, will be eligible to attempt for the second level exam thrice (once
every year).
Currently, those who pass the PT and fail in Main exam (tier 2) have to again appear for the PT next
year and start afresh. This way, CET will save their time and energy and will also improve their
quality as they would devote their time for mains exam and not screening exam.
Candidates will have the facility to give a choice of centres and they would be allotted the chosen
centres, based on availability. They will be given an option to schedule their own tests at their
choice centres.
The ultimate aim is to reach a stage wherein candidates can schedule their own tests at Centres of
their choice.
Government has sanctioned a sum of Rs1517.57 crore for the NRA. The expenditure will be
undertaken over a period of three years. The cost will also be incurred for setting up exam
infrastructure in 117 districts with large numbers of aspirants. The proposal is expected to ease the
access to aspirants residing in rural areas.
Candidates especially residing in hilly and rural areas will not have to incur additional expenses for
travel, boarding, lodging to reach their exam centres that are usually far from their hometown.
Single exam will reduce the financial burden on candidates.
Girls generally depend on a guardian (father/brother/ husband) to accompany them in reaching
their exam centres if it is far away from their hometown. The location of test centres in every
district would benefit the candidates, particularly women.



CET would be available in a number of languages, benefitting aspirants from different regions of
the country. Presently, most of the exams are conducted in English and Hindi languages.

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTATION:





With growing emphasis on transferring services to the private sector, there may be fewer
government jobs on offer in the future.
Only 14% of public employment comes under the purview of the Centre (predominantly in railways
& defence), with the rest falling within the purview of States. Similar reform is needed at State
level.
The long-term relevance of such reforms will depend on the commitment of governments to raise
the level of public employment and expand services to the public.

CONCLUSION/ WAY FORWARD:




The NRA stands out as a unique model as it marks a paradigm shift in the government recruitment
process.
It’s also in tune with the Modi government’s mantra of “Ease of Living for the Young Job Aspirants”
by facilitating ease of recruitment, selection and job placement.
The NRA is a combination of convenience and cost-effectiveness for candidates.

1.5 SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2020: INDORE INDIA’s CLEANEST CITY


Swachh Survekshan monitors the performance of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014.

Highlights of survey:
Indore- Cleanest city, four times in a row followed by
Surat.
Delhi- Cleanest capital city
Varanasi- Cleanest Ganga town
Ahmadabad- Cleanest megacity with more than 40 lakh
population
Chhattisgarh- Cleanest state with more than 100 cities
(urban local bodies)
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1.6 MADHYA PRADESH GOVERNMENT DECISION ON NATIVISM
WHY IN NEWS?
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s announcement that only those domiciled there
would be eligible for government jobs in the State.
SIGNIFICANCE:
Similar moves from
States such as
Karnataka,
Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana
and Telangana in
recent years to
introduce various
types of domicile
eligibility for job
seekers, in private
and government
jobs.
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF DECISION:





Some States require a certain proficiency in the local language to be employed in government jobs,
which is for administrative reasons.
There are also restrictions on movement of people into tribal areas of India.
These are exceptions provided in the legal and constitutional scheme of India to manage its
remarkable diversity.
In a situation where jobs are scarce, it is inevitable that local communities would move to first
guarantee jobs to its own members.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE DECISION:







Migrant populations fulfil a market demand created by gaps in skills and preferences.
Government orders and even laws of the past in several places that mandated quotas for locals in
employment were not enforced.
The spectre of locals losing out to migrants is hugely exaggerated and often designed to beguile
the people.
In Gujarat, a hue and cry for a domicile quota of 85% in the private sector workforce, whereas the
government data showed in 2017 that 92% of it was local already.
As per the 2011 census, India has around 5.6 crore inter-state migrants – which is only 12% of all
Indian migrants. The vast majority of migrants actually seek jobs within their state’s borders.
In fact, in a survey of 80 countries, India ranked last on internal migration: a situation that led the
researchers to describe state boundaries in India as “invisible walls”.

LEGAL CHALLENGE:
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As per the Indian constitution, only the Union parliament is allowed to put in a residence
requirement for government jobs – not a state legislature. (Article 16(3))
Reservations in India are defined using socio-economic criteria, which has meant that the Indian
judiciary has often ruled against nativist quotas.
India has single citizenship; requirement of a residence cannot be a qualification for granting public
employment in any state.

CONCLUSION/WAY FORWARD:


India has a severe unemployment crisis and efforts that match the challenge are badly needed.
Nativism is not a part of the solution. In fact, it can aggravate the crisis by creating a hostile
environment to investment, growth and employment generation.

1.7 DAUGHTERS HAVE EQUAL RIGHT ON PROPERTY: SC
CONTEXT




The Supreme Court recently held that daughters, like sons, have an equal birth-right to inherit
joint Hindu family property.
The verdict now grants equal rights to daughters to inherit ancestral property would have
retrospective effect.
The judgement observes that “a daughter always remains a loving daughter. A son is a son until he
gets a wife. A daughter is a daughter throughout her life”.

MORE ABOUT NEWS:




SC judgment came on a batch of appeals that raised a legal issue whether the Hindu Succession
(Amendment) Act, 2005:
o Has a retrospective effect?
o If the claim of women depended on the living status of father as on amendment date
(9.9.2005)?
On this, SC ruled that a Hindu woman's right to be a joint heir to the ancestral property is by birth
and does not depend on whether her father was alive or not when the law was enacted in 2005 i.e.
it has retrospective effect.

What is the The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005?









The Mitakshara school of Hindu law codified as the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 governed
succession and inheritance of property
The original act only recognised males as legal heirs.
The law applied to everyone who is not a Muslim, Christian, Parsi or Jew by religion.
Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains and followers of Arya Samaj, Brahmo Samaj are also considered Hindus
for the purposes of this law.
Section 6 of the Act was amended in 2005 to make a daughter of a coparcener also a coparcener
by birth “in her own right in the same manner as the son”
The law applies to ancestral property and to intestate succession in personal property — where
succession happens as per law and not through a will
The 174th Law Commission Report had also recommended this reform in Hindu succession law.
Even before the 2005 amendment, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu
had made this change in the law,

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE JUDGEMENT:





Resolves Legal Confusion: The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 thus gives Hindu women
the right to be coparceners or joint legal heirs in the same way a male heir does.
Right to Equality: The verdict corrected the discrimination on the ground of gender and upheld the
fundamental right of equality guaranteed by the Constitution
Economic Empowerment of Daughters: The daughters cannot be deprived of their right of equality
conferred upon them by Section 6
Codification of Norms: The concept of uncodified Hindu law of unobstructed heritage has been
given a concrete shape under the provisions of Section 6(1)(a) and 6(1) of the act

Way Forward
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It is expected that we see genuine gender justice interventions by Parliament for other communities
too in property rights so that the constitutional promise of equality, regardless of populist
expediencies, is fulfilled.

1.8 SERIES OF INITIATIVES ANNOUNCED BY THE MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
CONTEXT:


Recently, Tribal Health and Nutrition Portal 'Swasthya' was launched.

SWASTHYA:



It is an e-portal on tribal health and nutrition which will be providing all health and nutrition related
information of the tribal population of India in a single platform.
It will curate innovative practices, research briefs etc. collected from different parts of India to
facilitate the exchange of evidence, expertise and experiences.

OTHER INITIATIVES:




National Overseas Portal and National Tribal Fellowship Portal to bring greater transparency and
easy information to ST students.
Online Performance Dashboard "Empowering Tribals, Transforming India" under Digital India to work
towards empowering STs and will bring efficiency and transparency.
E-newsletter on health and nutrition- ALEKH.

HEALTH STATUS OF TRIBAL PEOPLE:





Almost every second tribal child under five years of age suffers from chronic under-nutrition, and
is underweight, and one in every fourth child is wasted.
More than half the tribal children and women in the reproductive age groups are anaemic.
Almost 44 out of every 1,000 children born, die before they complete the first year.
Tribal are disproportionately affected by diseases like malaria, sickle cell disease, animal bites,
etc.

Nehru enunciated the policy of Panchseel for tribal transformation, which rested on following five
principles:
(1) Avoiding imposing the culture of the majority people on them and encouraging in every way
their (tribal) own traditional arts and cul-ture.
(2) Respecting tribal rights on land and forest.
(3) Training tribal leaders for administrative and developmental activi-ties with the help of some
technical personnel from outside.
(4) Avoiding over-administering of the tribal areas.
(5) Judging results not on the basis of money spent but the quality of hu-man character evolved.
After the Fifth Five Year Plan, the Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) strategy was de-signed in 1980 which consisted
of two things:
(i) Socio-economic development of the STs, and
(ii) Protection of tribals against exploitation. The funds for TSPs are provided by state governments
and the central ministries.

1.9 TRUST DEFICIT HURTING THE NAGA PEACE PROCESS
CONTEXT:
Series of recent developments indicate Naga Peace process is likely to face hurdles:
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National Socialist Council of Nagaland-IM (NSCN-IM) had released the details of 2015 framework
agreement (FA) stating deletion of a key word from the original document.
FA, signed by NSCN-IM, was to be the basis for a final deal on the long pending Naga issue.



Centre on 30 June extended the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA), in Nagaland for
six more months.

NAGALAND ISSUE:


Right from Independence, Naga groups have asserted their distinct identity and sought to break
away from the Indian Union.
Under leadership of Angami Zapu Phizo, Nagaland declared itself as a sovereign Naga state on
August 14, 1947.
The Nagas, a community comprising more than 60 tribes, are spread across India's Northeast and
parts of neighbouring Myanmar.
NSCN (IM) demands a "Greater Nagalim" comprising "all contiguous Naga-inhabited areas", along
with Nagaland. That included several districts of Assam, Arunachal and Manipur, as also a large
tract of Myanmar.
They also demand for a separate flag and constitution.







1.10 RAJYA SABHA (RS) FUNCTIONING SHOWS IMPROVEMENT IN RECENT YEARS
CONTEXT:


Vice President, who is also the Chairman of RS, highlighted consistently high productivity of the RS
in recent times.
House productivity of 104% during the 249th session, 99% during the 250th session and 76% during
the 251st session.
Legislative output: More than 65 bills were passed during the last three sessions including some
major Bills like Triple Talaq Bill, Citizenship (Amendment) Bill etc.
Attendance in standing committee has been 50.73% during 2019-20 (42.90% during 2017-19).





ABOUT RAJYASABHA
It is a permanent body and is not subject to dissolution. However, one-third of its members retire
every second year. Even though RS has been given less powers as compared to Lok Sabha (LS), Its
significance is supported by:




Checks hasty, defective and ill-considered legislation made by LS by making provision of
revision and thought.
Facilitates representation of eminent professionals and experts (by nomination) who can't face
direct election.
Maintains federal equilibrium by protecting the interests of the states. It can authorize the
Parliament to:
o Make laws on State List (Article 249)
o Create new All-India Services (Article 312).

1.11 ARUNACHAL PRADESH ASSEMBLY PASSES RESOLUTION FOR INCLUSION OF STATE
IN 6TH SCHEDULE OF THE CONSTITUTION
CONTEXT:
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The 60-member Arunachal Pradesh Assembly resolved to persuade the Centre for inclusion of the
State under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to protect the tribal rights of its indigenous
communities.
The assembly further resolves that the special provision with respect to the state be further
strengthened by amending Article 371(H) by inserting provisions for protection of religious or social
practices of the tribes of the state, customary law and procedure of the states tribes,



administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according to customary law of the
tribes and ownership and transfer of land and its resources
The Sixth Schedule deals with provisions for administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram. It seeks to safeguard the rights of tribal population through the formation
of Autonomous District Councils.

PRESENT SCENARIO:
 Arunachal Pradesh
bordering
Bhutan,
China and Myanmar
comes under the Fifth
Schedule, which deals
with provisions related
to the administration
and
control
of
scheduled areas and
scheduled tribes.






However, most of the community based organisations (CBOs) during the consultative committee
meeting were in favour that the Sixth Schedule should be implemented on pan Arunachal basis.
The Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR) Act of 1873 and the Chin Hill Regulation are in force
which prohibits all citizens of the country from entering Arunachal Pradesh without a valid Inner
Line Permit but it has only limited success.
Though Article 371(H) is enforced in favour of Arunachal pradesh, it does not grant tribal rights for
the people of Arunachal Pradesh. Hence demand for implementation of provisions which protects
Nagaland 371(A) and Mizoram 371(G) and provide adequate provisions for protection of tribal rights
is being made.

SCHEDULE VI:


The sixth schedule of the constitution provides for the administration of tribal areas in Assam,
Tripura, Meghalaya and Mizoram. It safeguards the rights of tribal population in these states. It was
included based on the reports of Bardoloi Committee that was formed by the Constituent Assembly.

Bardoloi Committee



The committee said that there is a need for a system of administration that will allow tribal areas
to become developed
It also called for protection of the tribal areas from exploitation of people living in the plains.

AUTONOMOUS DISTRICT COUNCILS


The schedule gives tribal to exercise executive and legislative powers in their districts through
these councils. The Central Government has given varying degree of autonomy to these councils
within the powers of State Legislature. In other words, the state government cannot interfere with
the decisions taken by these councils within their powers.

KEY FEATURES:
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The Governor of the state is empowered to organize and re-organize autonomous districts. He has
powers to increase or decrease the areas operating under the council and also can change their
names and define their boundaries
Every district operating under the council consists of 30 members. Of these four are nominated by
the governor and the rest 26 are elected based on adult franchise.

1.12 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIR'S (MHA) COMMITTEE ON CLAUSE 6 OF ASSAM ACCORD
CONTEXT:



Recently, a Ministry of Home Affairs appointed committee on implementation of Clause 6 of the
Assam Accord has proposed a definition for ‘Assamese people’ in its report.
The 14-member committee, headed by the High Court judge Biplab Kumar Sarma was set up in 2019
following widespread protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2019.

ASSAM ACCORD:






It was a tripartite accord signed between the Government of India, State Government of Assam and
the leaders of the Assam Movement in 1985.
The signing of the Accord led to the conclusion of a six-year agitation that was launched by the All
Assam Students’ Union (AASU) in 1979, demanding the identification and deportation of illegal
immigrants from Assam.
It sets a cut-off of midnight of 24th March 1971, for the detection of illegal foreigners in Assam.
However, the demand was for detection and deportation of migrants who had illegally entered
Assam after 1951.

WHAT IS CLAUSE 6?




Part of the Assam Accord that came at the culmination of a movement against immigration from
Bangladesh, Clause 6 reads: “Constitutional, legislative and administrative safeguards, as may be
appropriate, shall be provided to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic
identity and heritage of the Assamese people.”
For recognition as citizens, the Accord sets March 24, 1971 as the cutoff.

RECOMMENDATION OF THE COMMITTEE:


Definition of Assamese: The report proposes January 1951 as the cut-off date for any Indian citizen
residing in Assam to be defined as an Assamese for the purpose of implementing Clause 6.

WHY 1951?




During the Assam agitation, the demand was for detection and deportation of migrants who had
illegally entered Assam after 1951. The Assam Accord, however, set the cutoff at March 24, 1971.
The National Register of Citizens (NRC) was updated based on this cutoff.
Clause 6 is meant to give the Assamese people certain safeguards, which would not be available to
migrants between 1951 and 1971. If the recommendation is accepted, those who migrated between
1951 and 1971 would be Indian citizens under the Assam Accord and NRC, but they would not be
eligible for safeguards meant for “Assamese people”.

WHAT ARE THESE SAFEGUARDS?
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Among various recommendations, key are reservation of seats in Parliament, Assembly and local
bodies; reservation in jobs; and land rights. The panel recommends the Assamese people be given:
80 to 100% reservation in the parliamentary seats of Assam, Assembly seats and local body seats be
reserved for the “Assamese people”.
80 to 100% of Group C and D level posts (in Assam) in central government/semi-central
government/central PSUs/private sector
80 to 100% of jobs under Government of Assam and state government undertakings; and 70 to 100%
of vacancies arising in private partnerships
Land rights, with restrictions imposed on transferring land by any means to persons other than
“Assamese people”.
Several other recommendations deal with language, and cultural and social rights. On language, it
recommends:
Assamese language shall continue to be official language throughout the state with provisions for
use of local languages in Barak Valley, Hill Districts and the Bodoland Territorial Area Districts.




Mandatory provision of an Assamese language paper for recruitment in state government services
with alternatives for Barak Valley districts, BTAD and Hills Districts.
To set up Academies for all-round development of each of the indigenous tribal languages including,
Bodo, Mishing, Karbi, Dimasa, Koch-Rajbongshi, Rabha, Deuri, Tiwa, Tai and other indigenous
languages.

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:








Reservation for Assamese: The report seeks reservation for Assamese in Parliament, state assembly,
local bodies. It recommended creating an Upper House (Legislative Council of Assam) whose seats
will be reserved for the ‘Assamese people’.
The report also seeks quotas in government jobs.
Regulation of Outsiders: The report recommends regulation of entry of people from other states
into Assam, which include the implementation of an Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime in the state.
The ILP is a system in which a special permit is required by people from other regions of India to
visit the state.
Currently the ILP is applicable in Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram.
Other Rights: The report also talks about issues related to land and land rights, linguistic, cultural
and social rights and protection of the state’s resources and biodiversity.

WAY FORWARD:



The key legal and constitutional issue that needs to be considered is whether the definition of an
Assamese or a Bengali or a Punjabi or a Tamil define her/his Indian-ness or an Indian citizenship.
The definition of Assamese is connected to the NRC process as the Assam Accord cannot be reviewed
in isolation of one clause or the other.

1.13 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF WORLD’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
WHY IN NEWS?


World Tribal Day or International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is observed
on 9th August every year.

KEY POINTS


Aim: The day is aimed at promoting and protecting the rights of the world’s indigenous
population and to acknowledge the contributions that indigenous people make towards world issues
such as environmental protection.



Background: The day recognizes the first meeting of the United Nations Working Group on
Indigenous Populations in Geneva in 1982.
o



It has been celebrated every year since 1994, in accordance with the declaration by the
United Nations.

Theme 2020: “Covid-19 and the indigenous peoples’ resilience”

TRIBAL STATISTICS OF INDIA:





According to the 2011 census, tribals make up 8.6% of India's population.
There are over 700 tribal groups in India, out of which around 75 are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs).
The Gond comprise the largest tribal group of India
The largest number of tribal communities (62) are found in Odisha.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS:
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Article 342(1)- The President may with respect to any State or Union Territory, and where it is a
State, after consultation with the Governor, by a public notification, specify the tribes or tribal








communities or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities as Scheduled Tribe in relation
to that State or Union Territory.
Article 15- Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth
only.
Article 16- Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment
Article 46- Promotion of educational and economic interests of scheduled castes, Scheduled tribes
and other weaker sections,
Article 335- Claims of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to services and posts.
As per Article 338-A of the Constitution of India, the National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes has been set-up.
5th and 6th Schedule- Administration and control of Scheduled and Tribal Areas.

LEGAL PROVISIONS:







Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 against Untouchability.
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 to prevent the
commission of offences of atrocities against the members of the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes.
Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 to provide for the
extension of the provisions of Part IX of the Constitution relating to the Panchayats to the Scheduled
Areas.
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006 to recognize and vest the forest rights and occupation in forest land in forest dwelling
scheduled tribes and other traditional forest dwellers.

COMMITTEES ASSOCIATED WITH TRIBAL COMMUNITIES:
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Xaxa Committee (2013)
Bhuria Commission (2002-2004)
Lokur Committee (1965)

2. ECONOMY
2.1 PMJDY COMPLETES 6 YEARS
What is PMJDY?
The Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) - was announced by Prime Minister Modi in his Independence
Day address on 15th August 2014, is National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial
services, namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance, Pension in an
affordable manner. It is one of the biggest financial inclusion initiative in the world.
Basic Tenets of the scheme:
1. Banking the unbanked
2. Securing the unsecured
3. Funding the unfunded
Objectives:
1. Ensure access of financial products and services at an affordable cost
2. Use of technology to lower cost and widen reach

Achievement:
1. The Finance Ministry said that as on August 19 2020, the number of total PMJDY accounts stand at 40.35
crore. Rural PMJDY accounts stand at 63.6 percent while women PMJDY accounts stand at 55.2 percent.
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2. Total deposit balances under PMJDY Accounts stand at Rs. 1.31 lakh crore and Average deposit per
account is Rs. 3239

111

Challenges for Financial Inclusion:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Need to Improve Financial Literacy
Lack of Formal Identification Documents
Consumer Protection
The Rural Poor and Gender Inequality
Promoting the Use of the Transaction Account
Privacy and security issues have cropped up
Scheme’s susceptibility to frauds, and ‘present bias’ is increasingly being examined, i.e. whether
the number of bank accounts opened are actually being used.
8. Several features of the scheme remain ambiguous. For instance, the promising overdraft facility is
left to the discretion of banks, which creates prejudices as banks will avoid such situations that
could potentially lead to NPAs.
WAY FORWARD/CONCLUSION:
While criticism and praise abound, without having a competitive alternative, PMJDY appears to be the
most successful financial inclusion scheme so far. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has been the
foundation stone for the people-centric economic initiatives.

2.2 AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUND
WHY IN NEWS?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently launched the financing facility of Rs 1 lakh crore under the
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund. This fund will be used to build post-harvest storage and processing
facilities, largely anchored at the Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) but can also be availed by
individual entrepreneurs.
ABOUT AGRI INFRA FUND:
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It is a new pan India Central Sector Scheme.
The scheme shall provide a medium – long term debt financing facility for investment in
viable projects for post-harvest management Infrastructure and community farming
assets through interest subvention and financial support.
The duration of the Scheme shall be from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years).

FEATURES:


Financial Support: Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as loans
to Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), Marketing Cooperative Societies, Farmer Producers
Organizations (FPOs), Self Help Group (SHG), Multipurpose Cooperative Societies, Agrientrepreneurs and Central/State agencies or Local Bodies sponsored by Public Private Partnership
Projects.



Loans will be disbursed in four years starting with sanction of Rs. 10,000 crore in the current year
and Rs. 30,000 crore each in next three financial years.



Interest Subvention: Loans will have interest subvention of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 2
crore. This subvention will be available for a maximum period of seven years.



CGTMSE Scheme: A credit guarantee coverage will be available for eligible borrowers from the
scheme under Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme
for a loan up to Rs. 2 crore.



Farmer Producer Organizations: In case of FPOs the credit guarantee may be availed from the
facility created under FPO promotion scheme.



Management: The fund will be managed and monitored through an online Management
Information System (MIS) platform. It will enable all the qualified entities to apply for loan under
the Fund.

2.3 CRISIS IN THE DAIRY SECTOR
WHY IN NEWS?
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Recently, a number of farmer’s organisations in Maharashtra, including the Swabhimani Shetkari
Sanghatna (SSS), the Rayat Shektkari Sanghatna and the All India Kisan Sabha, have come
together to mobilise support for dairy farmers. Protests have been going on for over a week, with
farmers demanding higher rates for milk.
Covid-19 pandemic has severely affected the demand for milk, particularly in urban areas. This
has severely impacted the profitability of the dairy sector as an enterprise.

CURRENT CRISIS IN DAIRY SECTOR










Production of milk is subject to seasonal fluctuations — animals, particularly buffaloes, produce
more during winter-spring and less in the summer.
In order to cope with this fluctuation, the farmers usually convert the surplus milk of the “flush”
season (winter) into skimmed milk powder (SMP) and ghee/butter.
The above balancing model is, however, being rendered dysfunctional by the demand
destruction caused in the post-Covid shutdown of hotels, restaurants, hostels, canteens and
mithai shops.
Apart from this, bulk sale of milk has collapsed (as nearly no marriages and other social functions
taking place).
This has slashed milk prices by Rs 10-13 per litre.
Further, dairies have been accumulating powder and fat stocks through the summer and monsoon
months.
This overstocking situation will worsen once production increases in the coming months with
improved fodder availability, calving of buffaloes and drop in temperature.
This demand-supply mismatch has led to a crisis in the Dairy sector.

OTHER ISSUES FACED BY DAIRY SECTOR












Slowdown in Dairy Sector: Even as India’s milk output has more than doubled in the last 15 years,
the growth has slumped to less than 3 % in recent years, raising cause for concern.
The slowdown is attributed to the decline in investment in the dairy sector since the end of the
Operation Flood initiative.
Lack of Budgetary Allocation: Dairy is currently the top-ranking commodity in India, with the value
of output almost equal to the combined output value of rice and wheat.
Despite the importance of the dairy sector in overall GDP, it receives less government budgeting
than the agriculture sector.
Informal Dairy Economy: The most basic feature of the Indian dairy sector is that it is still
predominantly unorganized. Of the total milk produced in India, only 18-20% is channelized via
the organized sector.
The unorganised sector accounts for about 75% of the marketable surplus of milk. Due to this,
the unorganized sector is yet to participate in the modern processing infrastructure.
Poor Breeding Infrastructure and Genetics: The success of Indian dairy was mostly due to the
rising number of animals, not productivity.
Animal Feed and Fodder: There is an acute and ever-growing shortage of green fodder and good
quality feed.
Lack of Cold Chain Infrastructure: There is a lack of required infrastructure of chilling plants and
bulk coolers to prevent contamination and spoilage at village level.
Competition from international market: For example, trade agreements like RCEP might pose
import from countries like New Zealand, Australia etc.

WAY FORWARD
Short-Term Measures
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The government should consider temporary procurement of milk, directly by the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB).
NDDB may create a buffer stock of processed dairy products like skimmed milk powder (SMP) and
butter.
Also, state governments may consider distributing these dairy products in Mid-May Meal, when
schools reopen.
By this way, the crisis in the dairy sector and nutritional security both can be addressed.

Long-Term Measures








Increasing Productivity: There is a need to increase the productivity of animals, better health care
and breeding facilities and management of dairy animals. This can reduce the cost of milk
production
Also, milk production and productivity can be enhanced by ensuring the availability of veterinary
services, artificial insemination (AI), feed and farmer education.
Augmenting Production, Processing and Marketing Infrastructure: If India has to emerge as a
dairy exporting country, it is imperative to develop proper production, processing and marketing
infrastructure, which is capable of meeting international quality requirements.
Further, to address the infrastructure deficit in rural areas and address the power shortage, there
is a need to invest in solar powered dairy processing units.
Also, there is a need to strengthen dairy cooperatives. In this pursuit, the government should
promote farmer producer organisations.

CONCLUSION


Demand for dairy products in India is likely to grow significantly in the coming years, driven by
more consumers, higher incomes and greater interest in nutrition. Further, the dairy industry is
critical for realising the goal of doubling the farmer’s income. Therefore, supply-demand
balancing remains the issue of utmost importance for the dairy sector.

2.4 INCREASED FISCAL DEFICIT
WHY IN NEWS?




As per the official data, the Centre’s fiscal deficit for the first three months of fiscal 202021 (April-June) was Rs. 6.62 lakh crore, which is 83% of the budgeted target for the year (Rs.
7.96 lakh crore).
As per the economists, the fiscal deficit may end up as high as 8% of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), far exceeding the budget’s goal of 3.5%.

KEY POINTS
Fall in Income Component:




The Union government has received Rs. 1.53 lakh crore (in terms of tax, non-tax revenue and
loan recoveries) from April to June 2020.
This is less than 7% of budget estimates for the full year.
The Centre has also transferred Rs. 1.34 lakh crore to States as their share of taxes, which is Rs.
14,588 crore lower than the previous year.

Increase in Expenditure:





The Centre’s total expenditure for April-June was Rs. 8.15 lakh crore, almost 27% of budget
estimates for the year.
Due to spending on free food grains and rural job programmes for millions of migrant workers.
There has been a 40% growth in the first quarter capital expenditure to Rs. 88,273 crore.
Borrowings: The reduced collections have forced the government to raise the amount it’s
borrowing this fiscal to a record Rs. 12 lakh crore from earlier estimates of Rs. 7.8 lakh crore to
meet spending needs.

WAY FORWARD
Given the level of contraction in the economy, the fiscal deficit is expected to be higher this year.
In the current scenario, the most important thing is to bring back confidence among consumers as
well as businesses. This will help in fuelling the economic recovery.
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2.5 HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS: FINANCE COMMISSION
WHY IN NEWS?



Recently, the High Level Group (HLEG) on Agricultural Exports set up by the Fifteenth Finance
Commission has submitted its report to the Commission.
The HLEG was set up to recommend measurable performance incentives for states to encourage
agricultural exports and to promote crops to enable high import substitution.

KEY POINTS:
Purpose to Constitute HLEG:







To assess export & import substitution opportunities for Indian agricultural
products (commodities, semi-processed, and processed) in the changing international trade
scenario and suggest ways to step up exports sustainably and reduce import dependence.
To recommend strategies and measures to increase farm productivity, enable higher value
addition, ensure waste reduction, strengthen logistics infrastructure etc. related to Indian
agriculture, to improve the sector's global competitiveness.
To identify the impediments for private sector investments along the agricultural value
chain and suggest policy measures and reforms that would help attract the required investments.
To suggest appropriate performance-based incentives to the state governments for the period
2021-22 to 2025-26, to accelerate reforms in the agriculture sector as well as implement other
policy measures in this regard.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Crop Value Chains:



It emphasises to focus on 22 crop value chains with a demand driven approach.
The demand driven approach refers to a development strategy where the people themselves are
expected to take the initiative and the responsibility for improving supply situation rather than
being passive recipients of the Government services.

State-led Export Plan:



It is a business plan for a crop value chain clusters, that will lay out the opportunity, initiatives and
investment required to meet the desired value chain export aspiration.
These plans will be action-oriented, time-bound and outcome-focused.

Participation of Private Sector:



The private sector players need to play a pivotal role in ensuring demand orientation and focus on
value addition.
It also needs to ensure project plans are feasible, robust, implementable and appropriately funded;
providing funds for technology based on business cases and for creating urgency and discipline for
project implementation.

Central Government’s Role:



The Central government should act as an enabler.
Thus, robust institutional mechanisms need to be enforced to fund and support implementation.

India’s Estimated Agricultural Export Potential:
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India’s agricultural export has the potential to grow from USD 40 billion to USD 70 billion in a
few years.
The estimated investment in agricultural export could be to the tune of USD 8-10 billion across
inputs, infrastructure, processing and demand enablers.
Additional exports are likely to create an estimated 7-10 million jobs.
It will also lead to higher farm productivity and farmer income.

2.6 DRAFT DEFENCE PRODUCTION AND EXPORT PROMOTION POLICY, 2020
WHY IN NEWS?



Recently, the Ministry of Defence has formulated a draft Defence Production and Export Promotion
Policy 2020 (DPEPP 2020).
The DPEPP 2020 is envisaged as an overarching guiding document to provide a focused,
structured and significant thrust to defence production capabilities of the country for selfreliance and exports.

Negative Imports List for Defence :
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has announced a negative list
of 101 defence items that the MoD will stop importing.
KEY POINTS:




GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:






Indigenisation of Defence Production:
o

This will boost indigenisation of defence
production and is in line with the government's
target to reach a turnover of USD 25 billion by
2025 through indigenously manufactured
defence products.

o

This will reduce the government's defence
import bill.

Implementation:
o

The imports on these 101 defence items is
planned to be progressively implemented
between 2020 and 2024.

o

In any government contract over Rs. 200 crore,
o foreign company can participate in the
tendering process.

To achieve a turnover of Rs. 1,75,000 crore including export of Rs. 35,000 crore in Aerospace
and Defence goods and services by 2025.
To develop a dynamic, robust and competitive Defence industry, including Aerospace and Naval
Shipbuilding industry to cater to the needs of Armed forces with quality products.
To reduce dependence on imports and take forward "Make in India" initiatives through domestic
design and development.
To promote the export of defence products and become part of the global defence value chains.
To create an environment that encourages research and development (R&D), rewards innovation,
create Indian Intellectual Property (IP) ownership and promotes a robust and self-reliant defence
industry.

OUTLINED STRATEGIES:
Procurement Reforms:
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A Project Management Unit (PMU) will be set up for the development and production of
technologies involved, life cycle costs and maintenance requirements of platforms, equipment and
weapon systems.
It also aims to move away from licensed production to design, develop and produce
indigenously.

Indigenisation And Support to MSMEs/Startups:




The indigenisation policy aims to create an industry ecosystem to indigenise the imported
components (including alloys and special materials) and sub-assemblies for defence equipment and
platforms manufactured in India. 5,000 such items are proposed to be indigenised by 2025.
More than 50 startups are currently developing new ‘fit-for-military-use’ technologies/products.

Optimise Resource Allocation:



The share of domestic procurement in overall Defence procurement is about 60%.
To enhance procurement from domestic industry, the procurement needs to be doubled from the
current Rs.70,000 crore to Rs.140,000 crore by 2025.

Investment Promotion and Ease of Doing Business:




India is already a large aerospace market with rising passenger traffic and increasing military
expenditure, as a result of which the demand for aircraft (fixed and rotary wings) is rising.
The improvement in market size, demographic dividend and availability of diverse skill sets are
evident from India's ranking in the World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing Business’ (EoDB) report.
The investments in the defence sector need to regularly sustain the steady supply of orders.

Innovation and R&D:




Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) has been operationalised to provide necessary
incubation and infrastructure support to the startups in the defence area.
iDEX would be further scaled up to engage with 300 more startups and develop 60 new
technologies/products during the next five years.
Mission Raksha Gyan Shakti was launched to promote a greater culture of innovation and
technology development and file a higher number of patents in Defence Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs), Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). It would be scaled up for promoting the creation of
Intellectual Property in the sector and its commercial utilisation.

WAY FORWARD



Self-reliance in defence manufacturing is a crucial component of effective defence capability and
to maintain national sovereignty and achieve military superiority.
The attainment of this will ensure strategic independence, cost-effective defence equipment
and may lead to saving on defence import bill, which can subsequently finance the physical and
social infrastructure.

2.7 MONETARY POLICY REPORT: AUGUST 2020
WHY IN NEWS?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released the Monetary Policy Report for the month of August 2020.


The Monetary Policy Report
o
o

o

o
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Published by the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of RBI.
The MPC is a statutory and
institutionalized framework under
the RBI Act, 1934, for maintaining
price stability, while keeping in mind
the objective of growth.
The MPC determines the policy
interest rate (repo rate) required to
achieve the inflation target (4% +/2%).
The Governor of RBI is ex-officio
Chairman of the MPC.

KEY POINTS:
Policy Rates Unchanged:






Repo rate remains at 4% and the reverse repo rate at 3.35%. Repo rate is the rate at which RBI
lends money to commercial banks.
Reverse repo rate is the rate at which the RBI borrows money from commercial banks within the
country.
RBI has kept the policy rates unchanged because of rising retail inflation levels.
Retail inflation (measured by the Consumer Price Index - CPI) rose to 6.09% in June 2020 from
5.84% in March, breaching the central bank’s medium-term target of 4±2%.
This inflation range (4% within a band of +/- 2%) was recommended by the committee headed by
Urjit Patel in 2014.

Loan Restructuring:




RBI has allowed banks to restructure loans to reduce the rising stress on incomes and balance
sheets of large corporates, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) as well as individuals.
However, only those borrowers will be eligible for restructuring whose accounts were classified as
standard and not in default for more than 30 days with any lending institution as on 1st March 2020.
The loan restructuring scheme will be worked out by a committee headed by KV Kamath
(former ICICI Bank Chairman).

Liquidity Support:


An additional special liquidity facility of Rs.10,000 crore, equally to be split between National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) and the National Housing Bank (NHB) to
help small financiers and home loan companies amid Covid-19 difficulties.

2.8 FIRST KISAN RAIL: TRANSPORT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE
WHY IN NEWS?



The Indian Railways has introduced the first “Kisan Rail” from Devlali (Maharashtra) to Danapur
(Bihar).
The Centre had announced plans of starting special parcel trains called ‘Kisan Rail’ in the Budget
2020-21.

KEY POINTS:
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Kisan Rails are the first ever multi commodity trains.
Earlier, Indian Railways had run single commodity special trains like Banana Specials etc.
These trains with refrigerated coaches will help in bringing perishable agricultural products like
vegetables, fruits to the market in a short period of time.
These will ensure that agro products reach from one corner to another corner of the country.
These trains are a step towards realising the goal of doubling farmers’ incomes by 2022.
These are expected to be a great help to the farmers, as freight of these trains will be charged as
per parcel tariff of normal trains.
The Devlali-Danapur train (a weekly service) is expected to reduce transportation costs by Rs.
1000 per tonnes compared with roadways and reduce travel time by around 15 hours.
Aggressive marketing is being done with local farmers, loaders, Agriculture Produce Market
Committee (APMC) and individuals.
Any farmer or any other interested party can directly book their consignments in trains, without
any lower limit on the size of consignment.
The consignment can be as small as 50-100 kgs and can be booked from any stopping station to
any other stopping station – giving full flexibility.

2.9 TOURISM INDUSTRY IN INDIA






The economy runs on the four wheels of demand, supply, capital and labour. Covid-19
pandemic has impacted demand and supply, capital availability and left labour facing
unemployment.
Though the pandemic has affected almost every sector of the Indian economy, perhaps the travel,
tourism and hospitality sectors have been the most affected. According to the World Travel and
Tourism Council, nearly 42 million jobs in the tourism and hospitality sector will be at risk in India.
Given the vital importance of the tourism industry in the Indian economy, there is a need to address
underneath challenges and adopt a suitable policy for overall growth.

IMPORTANCE OF TOURISM SECTOR





Employment Generation: Travel, tourism, and hospitality can exponentially create jobs, which
is important for India’s demographic dividend, as 72% of India’s population is below 32 years
with the average age of 29.
Travel and tourism account for approximately 8.1% of the total employment opportunities.
In 2019, it contributed 9.3% to India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and received 5.9% of total
investments.



Multiplier Effect: An added aspect of the travel and tourism sector is that not only does the
sector provide high-quality jobs, it also enhances an investment in India, accelerates
development, and showcases India’s unique treasures-acting as a tool for soft diplomacy.



Potential Areas of Tourism: India offers amazing diversity in tourism, ranging from 38 UNESCO
World Heritage sites to the different physiographic features to medical and Wildlife Tourism.



India is ranked third (behind US and China) in the World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC)’s
Travel and Tourism Power Ranking, 2019.

CHALLENGES FACED BY
SECTOR

TOURISM

Entry/exit
Issue:
Despite
the
introduction of an e-visa facility,
visitors find the process of applying for
a visa still cumbersome. This process
will further get complicated in the
post-Covid era.
Infrastructure
and
Connectivity:
Deficiencies
in
infrastructure
and
inadequate
connectivity hamper tourist visits to
some heritage sites. For example,
many
tourist
destinations
like
Kangchenjunga, are still not easily
accessible.
Tourism segments or circuits: India
has various tourist destinations but few
circuits. Also, many announced tourist
circuits are yet to be implemented on
the ground.
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Promotion and Marketing: Although marketing related to India’s tourism has been increasing, still
online marketing/branding remains limited and campaigns are not coordinated.





Tourist information centres are poorly managed, making it difficult for domestic and foreign tourists
to access information with ease.
Skill Deficit: The number of adequately trained individuals for the tourism and hospitality sector is
a key challenge to giving visitors a world-class experience.
A limited number of multi-lingual trained guides, and the limited local awareness and
understanding of the benefits and responsibilities associated with the tourism industry act as
constraints on the sector’s growth.

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN:
















The Prime Minister of India emphasised the importance of making India a global hub for tourism,
urging each citizen to visit 15 tourist destinations in India by 2022. In this pursuit:
Focusing Inward: A campaign focusing on domestic tourism that showcases what the nation offers
to Indians could be the post-pandemic plan for the sector.
Improving Transportation Infrastructure: The UDAN scheme has been a huge success, and now
the government can focus on the earlier plans of launching 100 tourism-oriented trains.
Also, the ease of access can be improved by the faster implementation
of Bharatmala and Sagarmala projects.
Further, the Holistic Island Development plan which focuses on the Andaman & Nicobar (A&N) and
Lakshadweep Islands will automatically create jobs for the islanders and enhance connectivity
through key infrastructure projects.
Preserving Heritage: Conservation and development of all heritage sites should be undertaken and
completed through either government funding or through NGOs/Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) activities.
The Ministry of Tourism’s Swadesh Darshan and National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and
Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASAD) schemes are already undertaking the
development or maintenance of heritage sites.
The number of projects sanctioned under this scheme should be increased and their implementation
accelerated.
Skill Development: There is a need to connect local communities to tourism by encouraging them
to set up small enterprises to supply the tourism industry (accommodation, food and material).
Employment opportunities can be expanded by ensuring that investors and operators in the
organized sector are encouraged to hire staff locally.
This will give a boost to Eco-tourism.
Leveraging Technology: Moving forward, technology can play a significant role in creating
minimum physical touch points in hotels, which is very much required for safe and hygienic tourism.

CONCLUSION
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Centre’s Campaigns like Incredible India and states’ campaigns such as God’s Own Country
(Kerala) blended India’s tourism potential with awareness. This allowed Indian entrepreneurs,
global entities, domestic and foreign tourists, and the government machinery to work together
and accelerate growth in the sector. Carrying forward the success story of these programs, there
is a need for the launch of Incredible India 2.0.

2.10 41st GST COUNCIL MEETING
WHY IN NEWS?


The 41st GST Council meeting was chaired by Union FM Nirmala Sitharaman, a single agenda tabled
for the meeting on the methods to compensate the states.



The shortfall for the FY 2020-21 works out to be Rs 2,35,000 crore. Out of this, Rs 97,000 crore is
the shortfall due to GST implementation, whereas the rest is considered as due to COVID-19, which
is an act of god. The states have been provided with two options to meet the shortfall of
compensation cess.

Option I- The centre can facilitate Rs 97,000 crore to states as borrowings, through a special window by
the RBI, and this can be repaid after 5 years on the collection of cess paying a reasonable rate of interest.
Option II- The states can borrow Rs 2,35,000 crore directly from the RBI.
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1. The centre will provide a further relaxation of 0.5% in states’ borrowing limit under the FRBM Act
for Rs.2.03 lakh crore. The announcement was made in May 2020 at an Aatmanirbhar Bharat press
conference. It will facilitate states to borrow more depending upon the severity of COVID-19
impact.
2. The pros and cons of both the options were highlighted. If the state goes for the first option, it will
be entitled to the compensation cess for later years also with support by the centre. Whereas, the
second option involves more amount of borrowing that is paid by using the cess collected during
the transition.
3. The arrangement remains valid only for the FY 2020-21. Hence, the GST Council will reassess the
situation in April 2021 and decide for the 5th year.
4. The states can borrow money with the G-security linked interest rates without any hurdles.
5. Once the arrangement is approved by the GST Council, the centre will proceed to clear these dues
with the help of the RBI and also take care of the rest of the financial year.
6. The states must take a decision based on the compensation cess they can expect in the future
periods/years.
GST COMPENSATION


In a recent meeting, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance has been informed that
the government is not in a position to pay the Goods and Services Tax (GST) share of States as per
the current revenue sharing formula.

KEY POINTS






The Centre had released the final instalment of Rs. 13,806 crore of GST compensation for the
FY 2019-20.
It comes as a relief for States seeking to finance efforts to ramp up public health-care capacity and
contain Covid-19 effects.
For the FY 2020-21, there is going to be a revenue shortfall due to the pandemic.
Even the GST collections for March 2020 also saw a dip.
For such times, the GST Act has provisions to rework the formula for paying compensation to
the State governments if the revenue collection drops below a certain threshold.

GST Council: It is a constitutional body (Article 279A) for making recommendations to the Union
and State Government on issues related to Goods and Services Tax.
The GST Council is chaired by the Union Finance Minister and other members are
the Union State Minister of Revenue or Finance and Ministers in-charge of Finance or Taxation of
all the States.
It is considered as a federal body where both the centre and the states get due
representation
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GST COMPENSATION:









The GST became applicable from 1st July 2017 after the enactment of the 101st Constitution
Amendment Act, 2016 and with it, a large number of central and state indirect taxes merged into
a single tax.
The Centre promised compensation to the States for any shortfall in tax revenue due to GST
implementation for a period of five years. This promise convinced a large number of reluctant
States to sign on to the new indirect tax regime.
As per the GST Act, states are guaranteed compensation for any revenue shortfall below 14%
growth (base year 2015-16) for the first five years ending 2022.
GST compensation is paid out of Compensation Cess every two months by the Centre to states.
The Compensation Cess are collected on the supply of select goods (luxury and sin goods) and/or
services or both till 1st July 2022.
All the taxpayers, except those who export specific notified goods and those who have opted for
the GST composition scheme, are liable to collect and remit the GST compensation cess to the
central government. Subsequently, the central government distributes it to the states

CONCERNS


Deviated Priorities: The committee held its first meeting after the lockdowns and instead of
discussing the state of the Indian economy amidst the ongoing pandemic and the fight against it, it
chose the topic of ‘Financing the Innovation Ecosystem and India’s Growth Companies’ which is
not so relevant given the times.



Unclear Finances: The Budget 2020-21 may no longer be relevant since it was based on certain
assumptions about the revenue collections and there is no clarity so far from the government on
overall revenue shortfall this year.
o



Widening Gaps: The gap between the compensation cess and the payment to states is expected
to widen further with expected economic contraction denting GST collections as well.
o



There is no clarity over the efficacy of the government’s rescue package in the form
of different Economic Stimulus.

Compensation cess inflows could reduce because of people curbing discretionary spending
on luxury goods in order to conserve capital in the pandemic-hit economy.

More Difficult Payments: Paying compensation to States this year is going to be even more
difficult for the Centre because, for the FY 2019-20, the Compensation cess was almost Rs. 70,000
crore less than the payments due to States.
o

It was overcome by tapping cess balances from the first two years of GST
implementation and from the Consolidated Fund of India by debiting Integrated GST
(IGST) funds.




IGST is levied on inter-State supply of goods and services and some of this levy
collected in 2017-18, had not yet been allocated to States.

Delayed Meetings: The GST Council was scheduled to meet in July to try and work out the formula
to rework the compensation, but the meeting has not been convened so far.

WAY FORWARD
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The chief solution officials have suggested the Centre to raise special loans against future GST
cess accruals (an amount of money that accumulates) in order to help meet its compensation
promise to States.



There is a need to boost the economic growth of the country and the government needs to think
about the ways through which it can increase GST collections.

2.11 KV KAMATH PANEL ON LOAN RESTRUCTURING
WHY IN NEWS?
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has formed a five member committee under the
chairmanship of former ICICI Bank CEO KV Kamath to make recommendations on
the financial parameters to be considered in the restructuring of loans impacted
by the Covid 19 pandemic.
MANDATE GIVEN:








The immediate task of the committee is to recommend a list of financial parameters to be
factored into the assumptions that go into each resolution plan, and the sector specific
benchmark ranges for such parameters.
The parameters will include aspects related to leverage, liquidity, debt serviceability etc. The
expert committee shall submit a list of financial parameters and the sector-specific desirable
ranges for such parameters to the Reserve Bank, which, in turn, will notify the same, along with
modifications within 30 days.
Committee preparing the criteria for debt recasts is likely to recommend differentiated
restructuring for identified stressed accounts
The committee has identified six problem sectors including aviation, real estate, automobile,
infrastructure, and power, and has prepared solutions for 29 out of 307 identified sectors.
The committee will also vet the resolution plans for all the accounts where the exposure is more
than ₹1,500 crore.

2.12 RBI TO SET UP ‘INNOVATION HUB’ TO PROMOTE FINANCIAL INCLUSION,
EFFICIENT BANKING
WHY IN NEWS?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Thursday said it will set up an innovation hub to encourage start-ups
and companies address the challenges of financial inclusion and efficient banking transactions.
SIGNIFICANCE:
 The Innovation Hub will act as a centre for ideation and incubation of new capabilities which can
be leveraged to create innovative and viable financial products and / or services to help achieve
the wider objectives of deepening financial inclusion, efficient banking services, business
continuity in times of emergency, strengthening consumer protection,” the apex bank said after
its second bi-monthly monetary meet
 The statement added that the Innovation Hub will support, promote, and hand-hold cross-thinking
"spanning regulatory remits and national boundaries."
 Previously, the Regulatory Sandbox framework was a similar initiative in which Digital Payments
were the first cohort. The Sandbox had accepted six proposals, the trials and pilot studies of
which have been delayed due the Covid-19 situation.
 Experts have recommended that the RBI creates a single dedicated org to run all innovation and
sandbox initiatives. Similar to the way the Singapore's monetary authority runs both the
innovation grants as well as the sandbox.
The RBI had also announced that the scope of Priority Sector Lending (PSL) will be expanded to include
startups in the country.
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2.13 RBI BOARD APPROVES TRANSFER OF RS.57128 crore AS SURPLUS TO
GOVERNMENT
WHY IN NEWS?
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will transfer Rs 57,128 crore of its surplus to the Union government for
the fiscal 2019-20, against Rs 1.76 trillion it did last year, the central bank said in a statement.
SIGNIFICANCE:
The
government
had budgeted
for Rs 60,000
crore to
bridge its
fiscal deficit.
The surplus is
commonly
called
“dividend”.
Earlier
transfer of
surplus to
government
by RBI:








According to the economic capital framework (ECF) adopted by the RBI board last year, the
contingency risk buffer, or realised equity, has to be maintained at 5.5-6.5 per cent of the
balance sheet.
The RBI board decided to maintain the buffer at 5.5 per cent.
In 2018-19 (July to June), Rs 1,23,414 crore of its surplus was transferred to the central
government, and then an additional Rs 52,637 crore of excess provision as recommended by the
Bimal Jalan committee on the ECF.
RBI’s financial year runs from July to June, but from next year, the financial year will get aligned
with that of the government and will end in March. The central bank’s board met on Friday to
review the RBI’s balance sheet, and the surplus transfer is part of that review process.

2.14 CORE INVESTMENT COMPANIES (CICs) CAN HAVE ONLY TWO LAYERS: RBI
WHY IN NEWS?



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced stricter guidelines for core investment companies
(CICs), mandating more disclosures, better risk management and a simpler group structure.
The new guidelines were based on the recommendations of the Working Group to Review
Regulatory and Supervisory Framework for CICs, headed by Tapan Ray, former secretary of the
corporate affairs ministry

WHAT ARE CIC?
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CICs are non-bank lenders holding not less than 90% of their net assets as investments in equity
shares, preference shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group companies.

SIGNIFICANCE:










Experts have been seeking a review of CIC guidelines ever since defaults by Infrastructure
Leasing and Financial Services Ltd(IL&FS), a large systemically important CIC.
RBI said the parent CIC in the group, or the CIC with the largest asset size, will have to form a
group risk management committee (GRMC), which will report to the board of the CIC that
constitutes it and must meet at least once in a quarter. It will comprise at least five members,
with two independent directors.

According to the revised guidelines, the GRMC will have to analyze material risks to which the
group, its businesses and subsidiaries are exposed.
It must discuss all risk strategies, both at the aggregated level and by type of risk, and make
recommendations to the board in accordance with the group’s overall risk appetite.
All CICs with assets of over ₹5,000 crore will have to appoint a chief risk officer with clearly
specified roles and responsibilities.
To address the complexity in group structures, the central bank also decided to limit the number
of layers of CICs within a group, including the parent, to two.
If a CIC makes any direct or indirect equity investment in another CIC, it will be deemed as a
layer for the investing company, it added.
RBI also directed CICs to maintain a functional website containing basic information about the
entity and the group. The website should also have annual reports, corporate governance report,
management discussion and analysis.

2.15 PLATFORM FOR TRANSPARENT TAXATION ‘HONOURING THE HONEST’
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the Prime Minister of India launched the ‘Transparent Taxation - Honoring The
Honest’ platform to honour the honest taxpayers of the country.

SIGNIFICANCE:
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PM said that the process of Structural Reforms in the country has reached new heights. Platform
of “Transparent Taxation – Honouring the Honest, has been launched to meet the requirements of
the 21st century taxation system.






The platform has major reforms like Faceless Assessment, Faceless Appeal & Taxpayers Charter
1. Faceless Assessment: It aims to eliminate human interface between the taxpayer and the
income tax department. There will be no need for the taxpayer to visit the income tax office
or the officer.
2. Faceless Appeal: Under the system, appeals will be randomly allotted to any officer in the
country. The identity of the officer deciding the appeal will remain unknown.
3. Taxpayer Charter: This outlines the rights and responsibilities of both tax officers and
taxpayers. It is a significant step where the taxpayer is now assured of fair, courteous and
rational behaviour. The charter takes care of maintaining the dignity and sensitivity of the
taxpayer and that is based on a trust factor and that the assesse cannot be merely doubted
without a basis.
Focus of the Govt is on “Banking the Unbanked, Securing the Unsecured, Funding the
Unfunded & Honoring the Honest”
Emphasis is on making every law & policy People Centric & Public Friendly rather than Power
Centric

RECENT REFORM IMPACT:






The latest laws reduced the legal burden in the tax system where now the limit of filing cases in
the High Court has been fixed at up to 1 crore rupees and up to 2 crores for filing in the Supreme
Court.
The tax slabs have also been rationalised where there is zero tax upto an income of 5 lakh
rupees, while the tax rate has reduced in the remaining slabs too. India is one of the countries
with lowest Corporate Tax in the World.
Tax system aims to be Seamless, Painless and Faceless:
1. The Seamless system works to resolve the problems of a taxpayer instead of entangling him
further.
2. Being Painless means everything from technology to rules should be simple.
3. In Faceless system there is no need for a direct contact between the Taxpayer and the Income
Tax Officer in all matters of scrutiny, notice, survey or assessment.

2.16 THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS RESPONSIBILITY REPORTING
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, Ministry of Corporate Affairs releases the Report of the Committee on Business
Responsibility Reporting

WHAT IS BUSINESS RESPONSIBILITY REPORTING?


It is a disclosure of adoption of responsible business practices by a listed company to all its
stakeholders. Business Responsibility Reporting is applicable to all types of companies including
manufacturing, services etc.

SIGNIFICANCE:


Report emphasised the fact that Indian companies are aspiring to have global foothold and thus
they cannot ignore the emerging trend of Corporate Governance i.e. Responsible Business.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS:
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A new reporting framework called the ‘Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR)’
has been recommended to better reflect the intent and scope of reporting on non-financial
parameters.
The BRSR would be integrated with the MCA 21 portal.
The information captured through BRSR filings should be used to develop a Business
Responsibility-Sustainability Index for companies.
The top 1000 listed companies are to undertake this reporting mandatorily.



The reporting requirement may be extended by MCA to unlisted companies above specified
thresholds of turnover and/or paid-up capital.

2.17 EXPORT PREPARDENESS INDEX 2020
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently first ever Export Preparedness index 2020 released by NITI Ayog in partnership with the
Institute of Competitiveness in which Gujrat ranked the first.

cv

SIGNIFICANCE:



The index ranked states on four key parameters – policy; business ecosystem; export
ecosystem; export performance.
The index also took into consideration 11 sub-pillars — export promotion policy; institutional
framework; business environment; infrastructure; transport connectivity; access to finance;
export infrastructure; trade support; R&D infrastructure; export diversification; and growth
orientation.

HIGLIGHTS OF THE REPORT:
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Top 3 states: Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.
Among the landlocked states: Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and
Haryana.
Among the Himalayan states: Uttarakhand topped the chart, followed by Tripura and Himachal
Pradesh.
Across Union Territories/City States: Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and
Chandigarh.
On policy parameters: Maharashtra topped the index followed by Gujarat and Jharkhand.
On business ecosystem parameter: Gujarat was ranked number one followed by Delhi and Tamil
Nadu.
In the export ecosystem parameter: Maharashtra topped the Index followed by Odisha and
Rajasthan.
On the export performance parameter: Mizoram led the index, followed by Gujarat and
Maharashtra.
At present, 70 per cent of India’s export has been dominated by five states – Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana.

EXPORT PROMOTIONS IN INDIA FACES THREE FUNDAMENTAL CHALLENGES:




Intra- and inter-regional disparities in export infrastructure.
Poor trade support and growth orientation among states.
Poor R&D infrastructure to promote complex and unique exports.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?






A joint development of export infrastructure.
Strengthening industry-academia linkages.
Creating state-level engagements for economic diplomacy.
Revamped designs and standards for local products.
Harness the innovating tendencies to provide new use cases for such products, with adequate
support from the Centre.

OTHER INDEXES RELATED TO SAME:

2.18 ONLINE DASHBOARD FOR NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PIPELINE (NIP)
CONTEXT


Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the National
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) Online Dashboard through video conferencing.

MORE ABOUT NEWS
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The dashboard is being hosted on the India Investment Grid (IIG)
IIG is an interactive and dynamic online platform that showcases updated & real-time investment
opportunities in the country.
IIG is an initiative of Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal Trade (Ministry of Commerce)
and Invest India (national investment promotion and facilitation agency).
It will help
o Providing visibility to the NIP
o Financing with prospective investors, domestic and foreign, able to access updated project
level information.
o Monitoring and evaluation of actual progress by the concerned ministries/departments.

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PIPELINE (NIP)






The National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) is a group of social and economic infrastructure projects
in India over a period of five years with a originally sanctioned amount of ₹102 lakh crore
NIP consists of 79% projects by the centre and states, and the remaining by the private sector.
Investment share further divided as centre (39%), states (40%) and private sector (21%)
Investment target has been increased from ₹ 102 lakh cr to 111 lakh cr
It is envisaged that during the fiscals 2020 to 2025, a total capital expenditure projected at INR 111

2.19 GIS ENABLED LAND BANK SCHEME
Why in news?
A prototype of the National GIS-enabled Land Bank System was e-launched by Commerce and
Industry Ministry for six States based on which land can be identified for setting up industries.
About GIS-enabled Land Bank:
 The system is being developed by the
integration
of
the
Industrial
Information System with state GIS
systems.
 More than 3,300 industrial parks across
31 states and UTs covering about
475,000-hectare land have been
mapped on the system.
Features:
 Investors will get access to details of
logistics, land, rail & air connectivity,
tax incentives, drainage system, power
supply and raw material availability
from the portal on various industrial
belts.


This would eliminate the need for investors to visit multiple platforms/offices to gather
information and obtain clearances from different stakeholders.

Significance:


Promote Atma Nirbhar Bharat’ – It will push the approach of ‘One District One Product’
(ODOP), and promote a National Movement Towards ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’.
Boost Employment –It would open a large number of employment opportunities.
Time-bound approval and updates- It could leverage the capabilities of existing systems
and provide time-bound approvals and real-time status updates to investor
Attract investments– The simplification of procedures will help in attracting investments
from abroad and also lead to Ease of doing business for domestic investors.





About ‘One District One Product’ (ODOP):
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On the approach of ‘One District One Product’ (ODOP) to make India a
manufacturing powerhouse.
ODOP could be a transformational step forward realizing the true potential of a
district because every district has some speciality, strengths or uniqueness
It will promote economic growth, generate employment and rural entrepreneurship

2.20 GOVERNMENT EXPLORES INCENTIVES TO MAKE AGROCHEMICAL SECTOR ATMANIRBHAR
(SELF-RELIANT)
WHY IN NEWS?


Proposals include tax incentives, infrastructure development, import curbs etc. to boost
domestic production in agrochemicals sector.

AGROCHEMICALS IN INDIA





Agrochemicals are broadly classified as insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, rodenticides,
bio-pesticides and nematicides depending on the type of pest they control.
They are extensively used in modern farming to enhance crop yield, increase plant
growth, neutralize the soil, and protect crops against pests.
India is the 4th largest producer of agrochemicals after US, Japan and China. India is net
exporter of agrochemicals.
However, India imports agrochemicals in their various forms (technical + advanced
intermediaries) worth over Rs 3,000 crore from China.

CHALLENGES FACED BY INDUSTRY:





Increasing raw material cost high registration time for new molecule, high environmental
pollutant treatment cost and lack of awareness/education among farmers.
Strict Regulations and Associated Development Costs
Rise of Pest-Resistant Crops: the agrochemical companies that primarily produce
pesticides, but down the line, this could drastically impact the associated businesses.
The Harmful Impact of Chemical Products: pesticides, herbicides and chemical fertilizers
have had on the surrounding human population, animal population, soil condition and
ecology in various regions.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR AGROCHEMICALS:





Increasing Food Demand
Increasing demand of Horticulture & Floriculture
Increasing Export Potential
Increase usage of Bio-pesticides etc.

DEMAND FROM INDUSTRY:
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Lowering of GST rate from 12% to 5% for agrochemicals.
Providing export incentives like export input tax rebate.
Removing price control clause in the Pesticides Management Bill, 2020, as it discourages
fresh investments etc.

3. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
3.1 PAKISTAN UNVEILED NEW MAP
WHY IN NEWS?



Recently, Pakistan has released a new political map that includes all of Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,
Sir Creek and Junagadh.
The map has been released on the eve of the first anniversary of the abrogation of special
status
to
Jammu
and
Kashmir under Article 370.

KEY POINTS:


The Map:
o The map depicts entire Jammu & Kashmir as a disputed territory and does not show any
borders in the east of Kashmir.
o It has also renamed Kashmir Highway in Islamabad as Srinagar Highway.
o It claims the Siachen, regions of Sir Creek and the erstwhile state of Junagadh in
Gujarat as part of Pakistan’s territory.
o This is not the first time Pakistan has tried to portray Junagadh as part of its territory. The
2012 Atlas of Pakistan also portrayed Junagadh as a Pakistan’s territory.



India’s Response:
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o

India has called Pakistan's move as an exercise in political absurdity, which lays untenable
claims to the Indian territories.

o

These assertions have neither legal validity nor international credibility and it only confirms
the reality of Pakistan’s obsession with territorial aggrandisement supported by cross-border
terrorism.

Concerns for India:
o

This is the second time in the recent past where India’s neighbouring country has published a
new map claiming India’s territories. Nepal was the first country to do so.

o

Nepal published its new map claiming the territories of the Kalapani region.

o

Closeness of Nepal, Pakistan towards China.

o

Recently, China also changed the status quo along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the
western sector in its favour.

WAY FORWARD
Over the last one year, Pakistan has made several attempts to raise the change in Jammu and
Kashmir’s status from a state to a union territory at several international fora but hasn’t been able
to get much traction. Further, with Pakistan, India continues to maintain that terror and talks
cannot go hand-in-hand.
With Nepal turning hostile, Sri Lanka tilted towards China, Bangladesh miffed over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 and India out of Iran’s Chabahar railway link project (which India was
to have constructed), there is a relative decline in India’s sphere of influence, especially in its
neighbourhood and the extended neighbourhood. This demands a deeper examination of the foreign
policy.





SIR CREEK





It is a 96 km long strip of water disputed between India and Pakistan in the Rann of Kutch
marshlands.
The dispute lies in the interpretation of the maritime boundary line between Kutch and
Sindh.
Pakistan claims the line to follow the eastern shore of the estuary while India claims a
centerline
India insists - the Sir Creek should be divided between the two countries according to thalweg
principle. Under international law, a thalweg is the middle of the primary navigable channel
of a waterway that defines the boundary line between states.

SIACHEN GLACIER



The Siachen Glacier is part of Ladakh which has now been converted into a Union Territory.
It is the Second-Longest glacier in the World's Non-Polar areas.
It is located in the Eastern Karakoram Range in the Himalayas, just northeast of Point NJ9842
where the Line of Control between India and Pakistan ends.

3.2 BEIRUT EXPLOSION
WHY IN NEWS?
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Recently, a massive explosion took place in Beirut, capital of Lebanon, which left more than
hundred people dead and more than 4,000 injured. The blasts were likely triggered by over 2,700
tonnes of ammonium nitrate that had been confiscated and stored by authorities near the port
for over six years.

LEBANON:


It is a country in Western Asia, bordered by Syria to the north and east and Israel to the south,
while Cyprus lies west across the Mediterranean Sea.

AMMONIUM NITRATE: Ammonium Nitrate (NH4NO3) is a nitrogen-rich white, crystalline chemical which
is soluble in water.




Uses:
o

It is a common chemical ingredient of agricultural fertilisers.

o

It is used as an ingredient for the production of anaesthetic gases and cold packs.

o

It is also the main ingredient in the manufacture of commercial explosives used in
mining and construction.

As Explosive:
o

It is the main component of the explosive composition known as ANFO- ammonium
nitrate fuel oil.

o

Pure ammonium nitrate is not an explosive on its own. For Ammonium nitrate to be
explosive a primary explosive or detonator like RDX or TNT is required.

o

Many Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) used by terrorists around the world have
ANFO as the main explosive.

3.3 SRILANKA TO DRAFT NEW CONSTITUTION
CONTEXT:
Sri Lanka will draft a new Constitution, jettisoning the 19th
Amendment passed in 2015 that imposed curbs on presidential
powers and strengthened Parliament.


The statute, passed in 2015 during the former President
Maithripala Sirisena-Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe’s term,
sought not only to clip the President’s executive powers, but also to
strengthen independent commissions. It brought back the two-term
limit on Presidency.


The Rajapaksa led Sri Lanka People’s Party (SLPP) won a
landslide victory in the recently held parliamentary elections
(August 2020), allowing the influential family to consolidate power
for the next five years.


19TH AMENDMENT:
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It was passed in 2015 during the former President Maithripala Sirisena-Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s term (2015-19).
It sought not only to clip the President’s executive powers, but also to strengthen independence
of key pillars such as the judiciary, public service and elections.
It brought back the two-term limit on Presidency.
It was hailed by many, including members of civil society, as a progressive legislation in
contemporary Sri Lankan history, even as its critics found it falling short in some respects.
However, the Rajapaksa camp viewed its clauses as primarily intended to prevent its leaders’
return to power.




It prevented dual citizens from contesting elections. At the time, two of the Rajapaksa family
members including the current president were dual citizens of the USA and Sri Lanka.
Its abolishment will strengthen Rajapaksa's grip on power because the country will return to its
previous constitutional status, in which the President could appoint officials for the police,
judiciary and public service and dissolve Parliament anytime after one year.

NEW CONSTITUTION:








The President said that the new Constitution would prioritise the concept of “one country, one
law for all the people.”
Sri Lanka's constitution has been changed 19 times from 1978, creating a lot of uncertainties
and confusion.
Changes will be made to ensure the stability of Parliament and people’s direct representation,
while retaining the salutary aspects of the proportional representation system.
Rights activists see the planned changes to the Constitution as an attempt to further empower
the SLPP and the Rajpaksha brothers’ mainly Buddhist - Sinhalese speaking electorate.
The Rajapaksa family, which dominated the government from 2005 to 2015, witnessed the
climax of the country’s long civil war (1983-2009).
The war divided Sri Lanka along ethnic lines - pitting the majority Buddhist Sinhalese-dominated
government against Tamil rebels who wanted a separate state.
The rebels were defeated by government forces in 2009.

WAY FORWARD:




For Sri Lanka, the Constitution-making process of the new Government shall strengthen Sri
Lanka’s democracy and provide an inclusive platform for the country to achieve prosperity for
all.
For India, it should push for the reconciliation efforts for the Tamils in Sri Lanka while remaining
sensitive to Sri Lanka’s security concerns

3.4 INDUS WATER TREATY (IWT)
CONTEXT:

Recently, India refused a request by
Pakistan to hold a meeting on issues around
the Indus Water Treaty (IWT) at the Attari
check post near the India-Pakistan border.

The request for the meeting has been
denied because of restrictions on movement
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, travelling
to the border for a meeting isn’t advisable.

INDUS WATER TREATY(IWT), 1960
Indus Waters Treaty, signed in 1960,
between India and Pakistan and brokered by
the World Bank. The treaty fixed and
delimited the rights and obligations of both
countries concerning the use of the waters of
the Indus River system.

The treaty gave the waters of the
western rivers—the Indus, Jhelum, and
Chenab—to Pakistan and those of the eastern
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rivers—the Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej—to India.
India is allowed to use 20 percent of Indus water for irrigation, power generation and transport
purposes.






Under article 8 of the treaty a permanent body called Indus water commission solves disputes
arising over water sharing and both sides are expected to meet atleast once a year to discuss
bilateral problems.
Both India and Pakistan have right to non-consumptive use. However both side have the rights
of drainage issues and river conservation aspects.
Both sides are mandated to prevent pollution of the rivers.

WAY FORWARD:
With the recent spurt of tension between two countries, PM Modi said “Blood and Water cannot flow
together”, therefore peace on border are crucial for swift talk.

3.5 ISRAEL AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (UAE) STRIKE MAJOR DIPLOMATIC AGREEMENT
CONTEXT:
On August 13, U.S.
President Donald Trump
announced that Israel and
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) had reached a peace
agreement.
 According to the deal, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
will formally recognise the
state of Israel. In return,
Israel would halt its plans to
annex parts of the occupied
West Bank of Palestine.
 UAE will be third Arab
country and first in the gulf region to establish diplomatic relations with Isreal.
There will be formal diplomatic and business contacts, flight services will be launched and both
countries will cooperate directly in regional diplomacy.
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Moreover, as Saudi Arabia is the de facto leader of the Gulf Sunni kingdoms, it can be assumed
that the deal was signed with Saudi blessings. So, the possibility of more Gulf countries following
suit cannot be ruled out.

IRAN FACTOR:



One of the major factors that brought Israel and its traditional rivals in the Gulf closer is their
shared antipathy towards Iran.
Both sides were wary of President Barack Obama’s Iran nuclear deal. Both sides see an ally in
President Trump, who junked the Iran deal and re-imposed sanctions on Tehran.

SIGNIFICANCE FOR INDIA:









India welcomes agreement and called it "ABRAHAM ACCORDS"
Peace and Stability in West Asia: Agreement opens the doors to the first big rapprochement
between traditional adversaries in West Asia-Israel and the Arabs.
It is beneficial for India, as it has deep stakes in terms of energy supplies and expatriate
populations.
Two state solution: Israel's suspension of its plan for annexation might lead to early resumption
of talks between Israel and Palestine.
India always supported two-state solution as part of a negotiated settlement between Israel and
Palestine.
Ties with iran could be impacted, which has slammed the agreement and will see Arab-Israeli
tie-ups as a direct threat to its security.
India has prominent stakes in Iran such as Chabahar port, access route to central Asia etc.
Also, deal opens new opportunities for India to play a much larger role in the regional security
and stability in the region, as India enjoys special relations with both UAE and Israel.

WAY FORWARD:
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By reaching an agreement with Israel in return for Israel’s suspension of its annexation plan,
the UAE and its Gulf Arab allies have managed to save the status quo on Palestine. However
Peace Deal suggest that Arab countries are practically ready to live with the status quo of the
occupation. But annexation would change the status quo and imperil the two-state solution for
Israel and Palestine further.

4. ENVIRONMENT
4.1 BIOMEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT DURING COVID PANDEMIC
WHY IN NEWS?
Recently, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) has observed that the segregation of Covid-19 biomedical
waste from general garbage is a must to avoid further contamination adversely affecting public health.
KEY POINTS








Unauthorised Healthcare Facilities: The NGT raised concerns regarding unscientific disposal of
bio-medical waste by unauthorised healthcare facilities. Only 1.1 lakh out of 2.7 lakh healthcare
facilities are authorised under the Bio-medical Waste Management Rules, 2016 so far.
o The NGT asked the State Pollution Control Boards and pollution control committees to make
efforts to bridge this gap to mitigate the risk in terms of unscientific disposal of bio-medical
waste.
Earlier, the Karnataka High Court has also directed the Karnataka Government to take special
measures to protect sanitation workers while they collect waste from houses where persons
subjected to home quarantine reside.
The court directed that:
o Waste from households under quarantine should be put in yellow non-chlorinated plastic
bags and be treated as biomedical waste.
o Waste should be picked up from quarantine homes in a separate vehicle.
o Sanitation workers and vehicle drivers should be provided with the necessary safety gear,
such as gloves, goggles and gowns.
Once collected, the waste must be disposed of, as per the Biomedical Waste Management Rules,
2016.

CONCERNS:








The pandemic has presented a challenge in terms of capacity to scientifically dispose of
generated waste and a challenge for civic authorities in charge of its collection and disposal.
States are not following the CPCB guidelines on Covid-19 related waste.
In some states, improper segregation of waste has been reported from Covid-19 facilities and
quarantine homes.
The non-segregation of waste results in the incineration of contaminated plastics producing toxic
gases and adding to air pollution.
The rise in residential biomedical waste and its collection without adhering to safety protocols
could also trigger a surge in caseload.
Without proper scientific management of such waste, it can potentially affect patients and can
affect the concerned workers and professionals.
Discarded masks and gloves risk the lives of thousands of sanitation workers who work
often without any protection or training to handle such hazardous material.

HIGHLIGHTS OF BIOMEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT RULES, 2016
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Definition: Biomedical waste was defined as human and animal anatomical waste, treatment
apparatus like needles, syringes and other materials used in health care facilities in the process
of treatment and research.
o This waste is generated during diagnosis, treatment or immunisation in hospitals, nursing
homes, pathological laboratories, blood bank, etc.
Objective: The objective of the rules is to properly manage the per day bio-medical waste from
healthcare facilities (HCFs) across the country.
Ambit: The ambit of the rules has been expanded to include vaccination camps, blood donation
camps, surgical camps or any other healthcare activity.
Pre-treatment: Pre-treatment of the laboratory waste, microbiological waste, blood samples and
blood bags through disinfection or sterilisation on-site in the manner prescribed by the World
Health Organization (WHO) or by the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO).
Training: All health care workers to be provided training and immunization regularly.



Bar-code: A Bar-Code System for bags or containers containing bio-medical waste for disposal will
be established.
Categorisation: Bio-medical waste has been classified into 4 categories instead of the earlier 10
categories to improve the segregation of waste at source.
Stringent standards for pollutants: The rules prescribe more stringent standards for incinerators
to reduce the emission of pollutants in the environment.
Land: The State Government provides the land for setting up common bio-medical waste treatment
and disposal facilities.
o Operators of a common bio-medical waste treatment and disposal facility have to ensure
the timely collection of bio-medical waste from the HCFs and assist the HCFs in conduct of
training.





NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL:


NGT was established in the year 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010.



It was established for
o

Effective disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests
and other natural resources.

o

Enforcement of any legal right relating to the environment.

o

Giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

4.2 POKKALI RICE: KERALA
WHY IN NEWS?


Farmers in West Bengal are experimenting with the pokkali variety of rice to tide over a crisislike situation created by severe seawater incursion into paddy fields in the Sundarbans (owing
to Cyclone Amphan).

KEY POINTS:






The pokkali variety of rice is known for its saltwater resistance and flourishes in the rice paddies
of coastal Alappuzha, Ernakulam and Thrissur districts of Kerala.
The single-season paddy is raised in saltwater fields between June and November followed by a
season of fish-farming.
The uniqueness of the rice has brought it the Geographical Indication (GI) tag and is the subject
of continuing research.
Given its ability to thrive under harsh climatic conditions and produce high yield, it can help in
promoting climate-resilient agriculture.
Further, the Kuttanad below-sea level farming system, Kerala has been recognised by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) as a Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System (GIAHS). It is unique as it practices rice cultivation below sea level.

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems
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Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) was started by the FAO to safeguard
and support the world's agricultural heritage systems.
GIAHS are outstanding landscapes of aesthetic beauty that combine agricultural biodiversity,
resilient ecosystems and a valuable cultural heritage.
Three recognised GIAHS sites in India:
o Pampore Saffron Heritage of Kashmir.
o Koraput Traditional Agriculture of Odisha.
o Kuttanad Below Sea Level Farming System of Kerala.

4.3 ELECTRICAL VEHICLES POLICY: DELHI GOVERNMENT
WHY IN NEWS?
Recently, the Delhi government has notified the Electric Vehicles (EV) Policy 2020.


It lays the maximum emphasis on replacement of two-wheelers, public transport and shared
vehicles and goods-carriers instead of private four-wheelers, with Electric Vehicles (EVs).

AIMS:





To reduce air pollution and to kick-start the economy by spurring demand.
Delhi experiences a public health emergency every winter due to the rise in air pollution, which
has become a recurrent annual crisis.
To address both problems of the high cost of purchase and the lack of sufficient charging
infrastructure.
To register at least 5,00,000 EVs in Delhi in the next five years.

FEATURES:


It envisions the replacement of the existing auto rickshaws and State-run buses with e-autos
and e-buses respectively. It will also ensure that delivery-based services operating in the city are
powered by e-mobility.



It talks about increasing road tax for fuel-based vehicles, at least in the luxury segment and
imposing in certain parts of the city a congestion fee that EVs will be exempt from.



It has a ‘scrapping incentive’ for those people who want to make the switch, allowing them to
exchange an old fuel-based vehicle while purchasing a new EV, further reducing its cost.



The government will also offer low-interest rate loans to people interested in buying commercial
EVs.



The policy also offers subsidies and road tax and registration fee waivers, for EVs bought in the
capital.
o

At present, road tax ranges from 4% to 10% of the cost of the vehicle, while the registration
fee could cost up to Rs. 3,000.

o

In addition, a subsidy of Rs. 5,000 per kWh of the battery capacity up to Rs. 30,000 will
be given on the purchase of each EV.

o

For the first 1,000 e-cars or electric four-wheelers, a subsidy of Rs. 10,000 per kWh will
be given, capped at Rs. 1,50,000 per vehicle.



Delivery-based and Ride-hailing Services: Ride-hailing service providers will be allowed to operate
electric two-wheeler taxis subject to operating within the guidelines to be issued by the Transport
Department.



Autorickshaws:
o Incentives will be provided related to the purchase (Rs. 30,000 per vehicle) and use of
new electric autos.
o An open permit system will be put in place to provide permits on a first-come, firstserved basis to those with valid light motor vehicle driving licences and a Public Service
Vehicle badge.

WAY FORWARD :
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Affordable, accessible, inclusive and safe mobility solutions are primary strategic levers for rapid
economic development and improving ‘Ease of Living’.
Establishing the right coordination among three pillars of EV industry viz. urban planning,
transportation and power sectors will assist in systematic adoption of EVs.
EVs are a rapidly growing sunrise sector which can give a push to ‘Make in India’.

4.4 DRAFT ENVRIONMENT NOTIFICATION 2020
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has proposed a draft
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) notification 2020, that seeks to replace the current
notification which goes back to 2006.
EIA is an important process for evaluating the likely environmental impact of a proposed project.
It is a process whereby people’s views are taken into consideration for granting final approval
to any developmental project or activity. It is basically, a decision-making tool to decide whether
the project should be approved or not.



The EIA process involves:










Screening: this stage decides which projects need full or partial assessment study.
Scoping: this stage decides which impacts are necessary to be assessed. This is done based on
legal requirements, international conventions, expert knowledge and public engagement. This
stage also finds out alternate solutions.
Assessment & evaluation of impacts and development of alternatives: this stage predicts and
identifies the environmental impacts of the proposed project and also elaborates on the
alternatives.
EIA Report: in this reporting stage, an environmental management plan (EMP) and also a nontechnical summary of the project’s impact is prepared for the general public. This report is also
called the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
Decision making: the decision on whether the project is to be given approval or not and if it is
to be given, under what conditions.
Monitoring, compliance, enforcement and environmental auditing: monitoring whether the
predicted impacts and the mitigation efforts happen as per the EMP.

Importance of EIA:
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EIA links environment with development for environmentally safe and sustainable
development.



EIA provides a cost-effective method to eliminate or minimize the adverse impact of
developmental projects.



EIA enables the decision makers to analyse the effect of developmental activities on the
environment well before the developmental project is implemented.



EIA encourages the adaptation of mitigation strategies in the developmental plan.



EIA makes sure that the developmental plan is environmentally sound and within the limits of
the capacity of assimilation and regeneration of the ecosystem.

ISSUES PERTAINING TO DRAFT EIA 2020
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Post-Facto Approval
o

The new draft allows for post-facto approval for projects. It means that the clearances for
projects can be awarded even if they have started construction or have been running phase
without securing environmental clearances.

o

This also means that any environmental damage caused by the project is likely to be waived off
as the violations get legitimised.

o

Post facto approval is the derogation of the fundamental principles of environmental
jurisprudence and violation of the “precautionary principle,” which is a principle of
environmental sustainability.

Public Consultation Process
o

The draft notification provides for a reduction of the time period from 30 days to 20 days
for the public to submit their responses during a public hearing for any application seeking
environmental clearance.

o

The danger is that if adequate time is not given for the preparation of views, comments and
suggestions to those who would be affected by the project, then such public hearings would
not be meaningful.

o

Unless a public hearing is meaningful, the whole EIA process would lack transparency and
credibility.

o

Further, the reduction of time would particularly pose a problem in those areas where
information is not easily accessible

Compliance Report Issue
o

The 2006 notification required that the project proponent submit a report every six months,
showing that they are carrying out their activities as per the terms on which permission has
been given.

o

However, the new draft requires the promoter to submit a report only once every year.

o

For example, if a mining project is being carried out at someplace which can be potentially
hazardous to the nearby population and can contaminate the air, and water nearby, a halfyearly compliance report would better help in addressing these concerns.





Bypassing EIA Process
o

Through the draft notification, the central government gets the power to categorise projects
as “strategic.”

o

Once a project is considered as strategic, the draft notification states that no information
related to such projects shall be placed in the public domain.

o

Further, the draft notification states that the new construction projects up to 1,50,000 square
metres (instead of the existing 20,000 square metres) do not need “detailed scrutiny” by the
Expert Committee, nor do they need EIA studies and public consultation.

Draft Notification Only Available In 3 Languages
o Delhi High Court had decreed that the draft be translated into “at least the languages
mentioned in the Eighth Schedule” i.e. 22 languages.
o However, it is available only in 3 languages resulting in inability of public to give
comments and suggestions or raise objections.

WAY FORWARD
On a positive note, the 2020 draft notification has a clause dedicated to definitions to several terms
related to EIA. It may be beneficial in the sense that it consolidates the EIA rules and has the potential
of alleviating some ambiguity in the present law.
However, it needs to address the above issues. In this context:


The ministry, instead of reducing the time for public consultation, should focus on ensuring
access to information as well as awareness about the public hearing and its impact upon the
whole EIA process.



In order to improve ease of doing business, the government should bring down the average delay
of 238 days in granting environmental clearance, that emanates from bureaucratic delays and
complex laws.



Grow now, sustain later should not be the policy, as the notion is dangerously tilted against the
concept of sustainable development.

4.5 DHOLE CONSERVATION
WHY IN NEWS?



Karnataka, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh rank high in the conservation of
the endangered Dhole in India, according to a new study.
This study was conducted by scientists from the Wildlife Conservation Society-India, the
University of Florida, the Wildlife Conservation Trust, and the National Centre for Biological
Sciences.

DHOLE


About: Dhole (Cuon alpinus) is a wild carnivorous animal belonging to the canine family, found
in Central, South, East Asia, and Southeast Asia.
o
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They are also known as Asian wild dogs.



Ecological role: Dholes play an important role as apex predators in forest ecosystems.



Conservation
Status:
It
is
under
Conservation Nature’s ‘endangered’ category.

the

International

Union

for



o

The species is protected under Schedule 2 of the Wildlife Protection Act 1972 and
under Appendix 2 of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

o

In India, the first conservation breeding center for dhole was built at the Indira Gandhi
Zoological Park (IGZP) in 2014.

Threats:
o

Ongoing habitat loss: Due to deforestation and fragmentation of forest corridors.

o

Depletion of prey base: Ungulates are main prey of dholes whose population is rapidly
decreasing due to excessive hunting and habitat loss.

o

Persecution due to livestock predation and disease transfer from domestic and feral dogs.

4.6 INDIA’S FIRST SNOW LEOPARD CONSERVATION CENTER
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, Uttarakhand to develop India’s first snow leopard conservation centre; Taking another
step towards conservation of elusive snow leopards, India’s first Snow Leopard Conservation Centre
will be opened in Uttarkashi forest division in Uttarakhand.

OBJECTIVES:


The goal of setting up the centre is conservation, restoration of Himalayan ecosystems, and creating
livelihoods for local people

SIGNIFICANCE:






The animal is considered to be one of the most enigmatic wild cat species due to its reclusive
nature which has earned it a title of ‘Ghost of the Mountains’.
According to estimates, Uttarakhand has around 86 snow leopards.
In Uttarakhand, snow leopards are found in Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve, Gangotri National Park,
Askot Wildlife Sanctuary and other places of altitude between 3000-4500 meters in total
geographical area of around 13,000 square kilometres.
In October 2019, the first national protocol for snow leopard population assessment in five
Himalayan states including Uttarakhand ‘Snow leopard Population Assessment in India (SPAI) was
released by the union environment ministry.

4.7 PROJECT FOR LION AND DOLPHIN CONSERVATION
WHY IN NEWS?


Prime Minister Narendra Modi while addressing the nation on 74th Independence Day announced
the launching of the Project Lion, for conservation of the Asiatic Lion and its landscape and Project
Dolphin for the conservation and protection of the Dolphins in the country.

SIGNIFICANCE:
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The Project Lion will entail habitat development, engage modern technologies in Lion management
and address the issues of disease in Lion and its associated species through advanced world class
research and veterinary care.
The project will also address Human-wildlife conflict and will be inclusive involving local
communities living in the vicinity of Lion landscape and will also provide livelihood opportunities.
The Project Dolphin will involve conservation of Dolphins and the aquatic habitat through use of
modern technology specially in enumeration and anti-poaching activities. The project will engage






the fishermen and other river/ ocean dependent population and will strive for improving the
livelihood of the local communities.
The conservation of Dolphin will also envisage activities which will also help in the mitigation of
pollution in rivers and in the oceans.
The Project Lion will entail habitat development, engage modern technologies in Lion management
and address the issues of disease in Lion and its associated species through advanced world class
research and veterinary care.
The project will also address Human-wildlife conflict and will be inclusive involving local
communities living in the vicinity of Lion landscape and will also provide livelihood opportunities.

4.8 INITIATIVES FOR MANAGING HUMAN ELEPHANT CONFLICT (HEC)
CONTEXT:


Ministry of environment, forest and climate change (MOEF&CC) launched initiatives for managing
human elephant conflict (HEC)

ABOUT INITIATIVES




SURAKHSYA, a National portal for collection of real
time information & also for managing HEC on a real
time basis.
o It will help to set the data collection protocols,
pipelines data tra nsmission and data
visualization tools.
o It will enable preparation of Action Plans for
mitigation of conflicts.
Compendium on Best practices of HEC Management
o Plantation of fodder grass to keep elephant herds confined to forest.
o Watch towers to keep vigil over movement of elephant and to warn villagers.
o Alternate cropping with non-edible crops like chilli, citrus, ginger, onion not consumed by
elephants may deter elephants from raiding the crop fields
o Forest Departments may consider using CAMPA funds or funds from other sources for legal
acquisition of elephant corridor lands

ABOUT ELEPHANT:
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Asian Elephants: There are three subspecies of Asian elephant which are the Indian, Sumatran
and Sri Lankan.
o India has more than 60 % of Asian elephant population with Karnataka having the highest
number of wild elephants
o IUCN Red List Status - Endangered.
o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I.
African Elephants: There are two subspecies of African elephants, the Savanna (or bush)
elephant and the Forest elephant.
o IUCN Red List Status: Vulnerable

4.9 MOUNT SINABUNG VOLCANO
CONTEXT:



This volcano erupted recently. It is located on Indonesia's Sumatra island.
Indonesia is home to about 130 active volcanoes due to its position on the "Ring of Fire".

RING OF FIRE:


The Ring of Fire is an
area
around
the
Pacific Ocean where
70% of the volcanoes
are located and 90% of
the
earthquakes
occur.
Subduction
zones have formed
where the Pacific
Plate is subducting
beneath continental
and younger ocean
plates.

CAUSES:





The Ring of Fire is a
direct result of plate
tectonics:
the
movement
and
collisions of lithospheric plates
The eastern section of the ring is the result of the Nazca Plate and the Cocos Plate being subducted
beneath the westward-moving South American Plate.
The eastern section of the ring is the result of the Nazca Plate and the Cocos Plate being subducted
beneath the westward-moving South American Plate.

4.10 ACHIEVING THE ETHANOL BLENDING TARGETS SET BY THE GOVERNMENT
CONTEXT:




Recently, Centre set target of 362 crore litres of ethanol for sugar mills in 2020-21.
Government has set targets of 10% bioethanol blending of petrol by 2022 and to raise it to 20% by
2030 under Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP), launched in 2003.
National Policy on Biofuels, 2018 also envisages similar indicative targets.

Bio ethanol is an alcohol produced from fermentation of carbohydrate and cellulosic material of crops
and other plants and grasses.
CHALLENGES IN ACHIEVING THE TARGET





Insufficient bioethanol domestic production, e.g. Sugar mills were only able to supply 1.9 billion
liters of bioethanol against demand of 3.3 billion litres in 2018-19.
Current level of ethanol blending for petrol is around 5%.
Many sugar mills do not have the financial stability to invest in biofuel plants.
Price of agricultural waste is currently too high for it to be viable for private investors.

WAY FORWARD:
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Depots be setup where farmers could drop their agricultural waste, fixing price for agricultural
waste, special taxes making it attractive to mix ethanol, mandatory blending etc.

4.11 MAHARASHTRA FIRST INDIAN STATE TO DECLARE STATE MANGROVE TREE AS
SYMBOL OF CONSERVATION
CONTEXT:


Recently, Sonneratia alba or mangrove apple, an evergreen mangrove species found along the
Maharashtra's coastline, was approved as state mangrove tree.

IMPORTANCE OF MANGROVES:







A mangrove ecosystem is the interface between terrestrial forests and aquatic marine
ecosystems. They are salt-tolerant vegetation that grows in intertidal regions of rivers and
estuaries.
It grows on newly formed mudflats and play an important role in combating land erosion.
Serve as breeding, feeding and nursery grounds for most of the commercial fishes and
crustaceans.
Protection to the coastline and minimise disasters due to cyclones and tsunami; prevent soil
erosion.
Store more carbon dioxide than most other forests.

United Nations Environment Programme's Nairobi Convention


Nairobi Convention aims to promote a prosperous Western Indian Ocean region with healthy
rivers, coasts, and oceans. India is not part of this convention.

4.12 NTPC DEVELOPS INFRASTRUCTURE FOR INCREASING USE OF FLY ASH
UTILIZATION
CONTEXT:



NTPC Ltd. has developed an infrastructure at Rihand project in Uttar Pradesh to transport fly ash
in bulk to cement plants, located at distance, at a cheaper cost.
This is in line of its target to achieve 100% utilization of fly ash from power plants. 77.59% of
generated fly ash was utilized in 2018-19.

ABOUT FLY ASH:





Fly ash is a fine powder, which is the by-product of burning coal in thermal power Stations (TPS).
Composition: substantial amounts of oxides of silica, aluminium and calcium. Arsenic, Boron,
Chromium, lead etc. in trace concentrations.
Indian coal is of low grade with ash content of 30-45 %, in comparison to imported coal (10-15%).
Fly ash disposal not only requires large area of land but also pollutes air and water.

UTILITY OF FLY ASH:



Agriculture- improves water holding capacity and soil aeration.
Construction industry- manufacturing of cement, bricks etc.

GOVERNMENT MEASURES:
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Mobile app for ash management-ASH TRACK.
Mandatory use of fly ash-based products in all Government schemes e.g. Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Sadak Yojana.
Maharashtra became first state to adopt Fly Ash Utilisation Policy (2016).

4.13 INDIA RANKS FIRST IN NUMBER OF ORGANIC FARMERS
WHY IN NEWS?




India is home to 30% of the total organic producers in the world and ranks ninth in terms of area
under organic farming, 2.59% of the total organic cultivation area (57.8 million hectares).
Major organic exports from India: flax seeds, sesame, soybean, tea, medicinal plants, rice, and
pulses etc.
Sikkim is first fully organic state of India and the world.

WHAT IS ORGANIC FARMING?


Organic farming is a production system which avoids or excludes use of synthetically compounded
fertilizers, pesticides, growth regulators etc. It relies upon crop rotations, use of crop residues,
animal manures, legumes, green manures, biofertilizers etc.

BENEFITS:





Reduces soil erosion
Decreases nitrate leaching into groundwater and surface water
Maintains level of organic matter
Protects soil fertility etc.

ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH ORGANIC FARMING:




Production declines in initial years
Increased pest attacks
Rising input costs and limited market etc.

INTIATIVES FOR ADOPTING ORGANIC FARMING:




Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana under National Mission of Sustainable Agriculture aims at
development of sustainable models of organic farming.
Mission Organic Value Chain Development for North East Region.
Organic e-commerce platform Jaivik kheti for directly linking farmers with retail as well as bulk
buyers.

4.14 GUJARAT GOVERNMENT NOT IN FAVOUR OF TRANSLOCATING LIONS TO MADHYA
PRADESH (MP)
CONTEXT:






In 2013, Supreme Court ruled in favour of creating a second home for them by translocating a few
of them to Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary in MP.
Gir National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary (Gujarat) is the only place in the world where Asiatic
lions (IUCN status: Endangered) are found.
High rate of inbreeding and the resultant reduced genetic diversity may make Gir lions highly
susceptible to epidemics.
Gir Forest is unable to sustain the steadily increasing numbers.
Infections, food poisoning and infighting among lions.

CURRENT STATUS:
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However, till date, not a single Gir lion has been transported to MP. Gujarat government had
stated that lions are:
Pride of the state and like family members to local communities and Barda Wildlife Sanctuary
(Porbandar) was being prepared as a second home for lions.




Safe in Gujarat and that their population and range was growing. According to 2020 census, there
are an estimated 674 Asiatic lions (increased by 29% in last 5 years) in Gir forest region.
Asiatic lions and African lions are subspecies of the same species. Asiatic lions are slightly smaller
than African lions (IUCN status: Vulnerable)

4.15 MAURITIUS STRUGGLES TO CONTAIN MASSIVE OIL SPILL FROM DAMAGED SHIP
WHY IN NEWS?



Mauritius has declared a state of environmental emergency after a grounded ship off its coast is
said to be leaking tonnes of crude oil.
Oil is one of the most abundant pollutants in the oceans. About 3 million metric tons of oil
contaminates the oceans annually.

IMPACT ON MAURITIUS:




Ecological: Site of the leak is Pointe d'Esny region, home to a wealth of sanctuaries for rare and
endemic wildlife and a marine park with pristine protected coral reefs, mangrove forests and
endangered species.
Economic: Mauritius depends primarily on its seas for food and tourism. Spill threatens to
permanently destroy its ecotourism.

SUGGESTED MEASURES:
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Floating booms can be placed around the source of the spill or to reduce or prevent further
spreading of oil.
Use of various sorbents (e.g., straw, volcanic ash, and shavings of polyester-derived plastic) that
absorb oil from the water.
Skimmers or oil scoops can be deployed onto boats to remove the contaminants from the water
surface
Learning from accident from Gulf of Mexico oil spill and setting up of international framework is
also necessity of time.

5. SOCIAL ISSUES
5.1 STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD (SOFI) REPORT
WHY IN NEWS?




The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World is an annual flagship report jointly prepared
by FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP and WHO to inform on progress towards ending hunger, achieving food
security and improving nutrition and to provide in depth analysis on key challenges for achieving
this goal in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
A new feature of SOFI 2020 is a detailed analysis of the “cost and affordability of healthy diets
around the world”.

SIGNIFICANCE:


New analysis is presented on the “hidden” health and climate-change costs associated with our
current food consumption patterns, as well as the cost savings if we shift towards healthy diets
that include sustainability considerations.

HIGHLIGHTS:






The world is not on track to meet the goal of zero hunger by 2030.
Around 8-13 crore people globally are likely to go hungry this year due to the economic recession
triggered by COVID-19.
Almost 690 million people around the world went hungry in 2019. (up by 1 crore in 2018)
Hunger continues to be on the rise since 2014 and the global prevalence of undernourishment, or
overall percentage of hungry people, is 8.9%.
Asia remains home to the greatest number of under nourished (38 crore). Africa is second (25
crore), followed by Latin America and the Caribbean (4.8 crore).

INDIA- SPECIFIC OBSERVATION:






Hundreds of millions of people in India above the international poverty line of $1.90 purchasing
power parity (PPP) per person per day cannot afford a healthy or nutritious diet.
This analysis confirms the fact that the problem of poor nutrition in India is largely on account of
the unaffordability of good diets, and not on account of lack of information on nutrition or tastes
or cultural preferences.
Those we officially count as poor in India – with a cut-off that is lower than the international
norm of $1.9 a day – cannot afford a nutrient-adequate diet let alone a healthy diet.
Overall, the report estimates that 18% of South Asians (numbering 586 million people) cannot
afford the nutrient-adequate diet and 58% of South Asians (1,337 million people) cannot afford
the healthy diet.

CONCERNS FOR INDIA:


The number of people who cannot afford a healthy diet have risen in the last three months, as
employment and incomes collapsed for the majority of workers in the informal sector.

NEED OF THE HOUR:




Redefine poverty line: The Indian poverty line of 2011-12, as defined by the Tendulkar
Committee, amounted to ₹33 per day in urban areas and ₹27 per day in rural areas, and
corresponded roughly to $1 a day at international PPP prices.
Affordability: If we want to reduce malnutrition and food insecurity, we have to address the
problem of affordability of healthy diets.

THREE TYPES OF DIET ARE DEFINED:
1) “Basic energy sufficient” diet: In which the required calorie intake is met by consuming only the
cheapest starchy cereal available (say, rice or wheat). A requirement of 2,329 Kcal for a healthy
young woman of 30 years is taken as the standard reference.
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2) “Nutrient adequate” diet, one where the required calorie norms and the stipulated requirement
of 23 macro- and micro-nutrients are met. This diet includes least cost items from different food
groups.
3) “Healthy diet”: This is one which meets the calorie norm and the macro- and micro-nutrient norm
and also allows for consumption of a diverse diet, from several food groups.
COST OF DIET:
1. Energy-sufficient diet- $1.9 a day.
2. Nutrient-adequate diet costs $2.12 a day.
3. Healthy diet costs $4.07 a day.
WHAT CONSITUTE A HEALTHY DIET?


It includes 30 gm of cereal, 30 gm of pulses, 50 gm of meat/chicken/fish and 50 gm of eggs, 100
gm of milk, 100 gm of vegetables and fruit each, and 5 gm of oil a day. In short, a balanced and
healthy meal but not excessive in any way.

5.2 E-SANJEEVANI PLATFORM
CONTEXT:


Recently, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare presided over a review meeting with
States/UTs on the “eSanjeevani” and “eSanjeevaniOPD” platforms. This was conducted as 1.5
lakh teleconsultations were completed on the telemedicine service platforms of the Health
Ministry.

ABOUT ‘Esanjeevani’:





Launched by: Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
It is a web-based comprehensive telemedicine solution which extends the reach of specialized
healthcare services to masses in both rural areas and isolated communities.
It has enabled two types of telemedicine services - Doctor-to-Doctor and Patient-to-Doctor Teleconsultations. The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and
Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) programme.
It aims to make healthcare services equitable by bridging the digital divide that exists between the
urban vs. rural, rich vs. poor etc.

5.3 SWACHH SURVEKSHAN 2020: INDORE INDIA’s CLEANEST CITY
CONTEXT:


Swachh Survekshan monitors the performance of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2014.

Highlights of survey:
Indore- Cleanest city, four times in a row followed by
Surat.
Delhi- Cleanest capital city
Varanasi- Cleanest Ganga town
Ahmadabad- Cleanest megacity with more than 40 lakh
population
Chhattisgarh- Cleanest state with more than 100 cities
(urban local bodies)
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6. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
6.1 CHINA LAUNCHES BEIDOU NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM
WHY ON NEWS?


China has formally launched full global services of its BeiDou-3 Navigation Satellite System (BDS).

FEATURES:







A hybrid constellation consisting of around 30 satellites in three kinds of orbits: Geostationary
Earth Orbit (GEO), Inclined Geo-Synchronous Orbit (IGSO) and Medium Earth Orbit (MEO).
Offers accurate positioning, navigation and timing, as well as short messaging communication,
international search and rescue, satellite-based augmentation, ground augmentation and precise
point positioning, etc.
The services are used in various fields by China including defence, transportation, agriculture,
fishing, and disaster relief.
It will be the fourth global satellite navigation system after the USA GPS, Russia’s GLONASS and
European Union’s Galileo.
Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) is a general term describing any satellite constellation
that provides Positioning, Navigation, and Timing (PNT) services on a global basis.

IRNSS ― NavIC (India)
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The Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS), which
was later given the operational
name of NavIC or NAVigation
with Indian Constellation, is
the
regional
satellite
navigation system of India.



Launched and operated by
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), IRNSS
covers India and nearby
regions extending up to 1,500
km.



The constellation consists of 7
active satellites, out of which
three
are
located
in Geostationary Earth Orbit
(GEO) and four in Inclined GeoSynchronous Orbit (IGSO).

6.2 ARROW-2 INTERCEPTION TEST
WHY IN NEWS?




Israel successfully tests advanced missile defense
system Arrow-2 interceptor.
The Arrow 2 anti-tactical ballistic missile (ATBM)
system.
Arrow-2 is part of the multi-layered system Israel has
developed to defend against both short- and midrange rockets fired from Gaza and Lebanon, as well
as Iran's long-range missiles.

SIGNIFICANCE:
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The Arrow 2 theatre ballistic missile defence system has been developed by the MLM Division of
Israel Aerospace Industries (formerly Israel Aircraft Industries) and is in operation with the Israeli
Defence Forces.

PARAMERTS OF ARROW-2:
Radar Frequency
L band

Detection Range
500km

Target Speed
Over 3km/s

Missile Length
7m

Missile Diameter
800mm

Missile Launch Weight
1,300kg

Maximum Range
70km

Maximum Altitude
50,000m

Minimum Altitude
8,000m

Missile
Guidance
to
Distance from Target
4m from target
Launch Canisters per
Launcher
6
Missile Velocity
Mach 9

6.3 AFRICA FREE OF POLIO
WHY IN NEWS?



Recently World Health Organization declares Africa free of Wild polio.
Nigeria is the last country in Africa to have reported a case of wild polio - in Borno state in Nigeria's
remote north-east, and the epicentre of the Boko Haram (Terrorist organization literary meansBooks are Forbidden) insurrection, in 2016.

POLIO:





Polio is a virus which spreads from person to person, usually through contaminated water. It can
lead to paralysis by attacking the nervous system.
Initial symptoms include fever, fatigue, headache, vomiting, stiffness of the neck and pains in the
limbs.
Polio usually affects children under five, sometimes leading to irreversible paralysis. Death can
occur when breathing muscles are affected.
There is no cure but the polio vaccine protects children for life. i.e. It can only be prevented
through immunisation.

COUNTRIES WITH POLIO CASES IN LAST ONE YEAR:
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POLIO AND INDIA:







In 2014, India was officially declared polio-free, along with the rest of the South-East Asia Region.
Government at all levels, partners of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, notably WHO, Rotary
International and UNICEF, polio was tackled head-on. India has not had a case single case of wild
polio virus since 2011.
India had long been considered one of the most difficult geographical locations to eliminate the
disease. Success in India really changed the game, and now serves as an example that eradication
of polio is indeed possible when the world marshals political will and commits adequate resources
to the cause that affects everybody worldwide.
Today, the world is close to making public health history when it comes to polio – as it was when
in 1980 small pox was officially eradicated. The goal of reaching a polio-free world is well within
reach.

6.4 BIOFUEL FROM ALGAE
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, Scientists derive biofuel from algae to boost India’s clean energy efforts

BACKGROUND:





Algae are organisms that grow in aquatic environments and use light and carbon dioxide (CO2) to
create biomass. There are two classifications of algae: macroalgae and microalgae. Macroalgae,
are multicellular algae often seen growing in ponds. Microalgae, unicellular algae that normally
grow in suspension within a body of water.
Microalgae have long been recognized as potentially good sources for biofuel production because
of their relatively high oil content and rapid biomass production.
Fuel derived from algae, dubbed the ‘third-generation biofuel

ADVANTAGES OVER FEEDSTOCK BASED PLANT CROPS:
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Higher biofuel yields
Diverse list of possible fuel types including biodiesel, butanol, ethanol and even jet fuel
Large-scale algae cultivation, whether in open ponds or more advanced closed-loop systems can be
done






Global liquid fuel use in 2006 was predominantly (96.3%) conventional petroleum, with slightly
less than 1% being biofuels.
In 2030, the International Energy Agency estimates that 29% of liquid fuels will originate from
current conventional oil sources, 57% will be from undeveloped or unidentified conventional oil
sources and 6% will be biofuels.
The large gray area of undeveloped or unidentified sources provides ample and possibly necessary
expansion for nonconventional sources.

6.5 NEW UNDERSEA CABLE TO BOOST NET SPEED IN ANDAMAN
CONTEXT:
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday launched an undersea optical fibre cable connecting the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands with the mainland that would provide residents of the Union Territory
highspeed Internet connection
MORE ABOUT NEWS:





The optical fibre cable project is 2300 km long
and implemented by PSU BSNL.
The entire work of laying the undersea cable was
done by BSNL in less than 24 months
Once project is completed it will offer 10 times
more speed to archipelago
Submarine Optical Fibre Cable will connect A&N
Islands to mainland (Chennai). It will help A&N in
getting cheaper & better connectivity and
benefits of Digital India, especially in improving
online education, tele-medicine, banking system
etc.

OTHER PROJECTS UNDERWAY IN ANDAMAN & NICOBAR
(A&N) ISLANDS:








It includes enhancing capacity of Port Blair
airport, Passenger Terminal in Swaraj Dweep,
Shaheed Dweep and Long Island along with Water
Aerodrom Infrastructure
Water Aerodrome Infrastructure
4 Ships being built at Kochi Shipyard to improve the Water connectivity
Port Led Development
Speedy construction of the deep draft inner harbor and the proposal construct Trans-Shipment Port
in Great Nicobar
Development of modern infrastructure to accelerate blue economy like Fisheries, Aquaculture
and SeaWeed farming

SUBMARINE COMMUNICATIONS CABLE:




61

The first submarine communications cables laid beginning in the 1850s carried telegraphy traffic,
establishing the first instant telecommunications links between continents
Modern cables use optical fibre technology to carry digital data, which includes telephone, Internet
and private data traffic.
In the 1980s, fibre-optic cables were developed. The first transatlantic telephone cable to use
optical fibre was TAT-8, which went into operation in 1988.









These Cables lying on
the seafloor bring
the internet to the
world. They transmit
99
percent
of
international data,
make transoceanic
communication
possible
in
an
instant, and serve as
a loose proxy for the
international trade
that
connects
advanced
economies.
Today, there are
around
380
underwater cables in
operation around the
world, spanning a
Map - PRESENT NETWORK OF SUBMARINE
length of over 1.2
COMMUNICATIONS CABLE
million kilometers
In 2012, Hurricane
Sandy slammed into
the US East Coast, causing an estimated $71 billion in damage and knocking out several key
exchanges where undersea cables linked North America and Europe.
Submarine cable systems offer very high capacity up to 2 Tbps per cable

IMPORTANCE OF SUBMARINE CABLES:





The reliability of submarine cables is high, especially when multiple paths are available in the event
of a cable break.
the total carrying capacity of submarine cables is in the terabits per second, while satellites
typically offer only 1,000 megabits per second and display higher latency.
Submarine cables are important to the modern military as well as private enterprise. Interruption
of the cable network during intense operations could have direct consequences for the military on
the ground
At present the battle is going on between the US and China over control of global networks that
deliver the internet.

6.6 PRIME MINISTER (PM) EMPHASIZES EXTENSIVE USE OF INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES
FOR IMPROVING FORECAST AND WARNING SYSTEM
CONTEXT:




PM made remark during a meeting to review preparedness, of States like Assam, Kerala, Bihar etc,
to deal with monsoon and current flood situation in the country.
To mitigate the issue, PM emphasized better coordination between all central and state agencies,
Extensive use of innovative technologies and Resilient development and infrastructure projects.
Out of the total geographical area of 329 million hectares (mha), more than 40 mha is flood prone
in India.

Issues with Flood forecasting and warning network:
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Non-availability of close contour maps and digital elevation models of flood prone areas to make
reliable forecasts
Very few river basins have been covered with automatic sensors for observations and
communication of data
Flood plain zoning regulations have not been enacted most of the states.



Lack of inflow forecasting systems for
the reservoirs.

STEPS TAKEN IN THIS DIRECTION:




Forecasts /Warnings relating to major Natural
hazards are being provided by


India Meteorological Department (Cyclones, heavy
rainfall/Floods, Deficiency in rainfall, earthquakes
etc).
Indian National Centre for Ocean Information
Services (Tsunami).
Central Water Commission of the Ministry of Jal
Shakti (Floods).
Geological Survey of India (Landslides).
National Centre for Seismology, MOES: Earthquake
Defense Research and Development Organization:
Snow and Avalanches

Improved
forecasting
by
Indian
Meteorological Department which has
developed systems for issuing accurate 
warnings and generating real-time
weather reports

Integrated Flood Warning System for
Mumbai (IFLOWS-Mumbai), a Ministry of

Earth Sciences initiative to provide early
warning for specially during high rainfall 

events and cyclones.
o The IFLOWS-Mumbai comprises
seven modules, namely data
assimilation, flood, inundation, vulnerability, risk, dissemination and decision support
system.
o The primary source for the system is the amount of rainfall, but with Mumbai being a coastal
city, the system also factors in tidal waves and storm tides for its flood assessments.
o This Geographic Information System (GIS)- based decision support system has all relevant
details - such as land topography, land use, infrastructure, population, lakes, creeks and
data on river bathymetry (study of the beds or floors of water bodies) of all rivers namely
Mithi, Dahisar, Oshiwara, Poisar and Ulhas.

6.7 INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION (ISRO) IS EXPANDING ITS ROLE INTO
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES
CONTEXT:


ISRO, apart from its role of satellite launch, has enlarged its role in developmental activities such
as Agriculture, Railways, telemedicine, disaster management, etc.

ISRO'S ROLE IN VARIOUS SECTORS
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In agriculture: ISRO technology is being used to carry out crop production forecasts for major crops
and to improve crop condition and productivity by using remote sensing satellites data.
Rural Development: ISRO has launched Village Resource Centres (VRCs) to provide space based
services directly to rural areas like Telemedicine, Tele education, Panchayat planning, marketing
information etc.
Urban development: High resolution satellite data provides accurate information on current land
use practices in a city or town.
Resource management: ISRO through Earth Observatory satellites provides for effective
management of natural resources.
In Railway sector: applications of space technology are realised in guarding unmanned railway
crossings, detecting obstructive objects on rail tracks to avoid train accidents etc.
Disaster Management Support Programme using geoportals like Bhuvan to address various aspects
of natural disasters, using space based inputs.
EDUSAT provided connectivity to schools, colleges and higher levels of education and also
supported non-formal education including development communication.

6.8 KRISHI MEGH
CONTEXT:


Recently, the Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare launched the Krishi Megh (National
Agricultural Research & Education System -Cloud Infrastructure and Services).

ABOUT KRISHI MEGH
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Krishi Megh is the data recovery centre of ICAR (Indian Council of Agricultural Research).
The data recovery centre has been set up at National Academy of Agricultural Research
Management (NAARM), Hyderabad.
Krishi Megh has been set up under the National Agricultural Higher Education Project (NAHEP),
funded by both the government and the World Bank.
The data recovery centre at NAARM is synchronized with the data centre at IASRI. IASRI – ICARIndian Agricultural Statistics Research Institute (IASRI) is an institute located in New Delhi engaged
in teaching and training in Agricultural Statistics, Computer Application and Bioinformatics.
It has been built to mitigate the risk, enhance the quality, availability and accessibility of egovernance, research, extension and education in the field of agriculture in India.
It is equipped with the latest technologies like artificial intelligence and deep learning software
for building and deploying deep learning-based applications through image analysis, disease
identification in livestock, etc. This will enable providing real-time data to the researchers.

7. TOPIC OF THE MONTH
7.1 BAL GANGADHAR TILAK’S 100TH DEATH ANNIVERSARY
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) conducted the webinar to
observe 100th death anniversary of Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak on the 1st August 2020.

CONTRIBUTION OF BAL GANGADHAR TILAK


Igniting Patriotism: Ruthless suppression of the revolt of 1857 by the British and its aftermath,
had created disillusionment and darkness regarding self-rule, that continued for many decades.
o





Switching to Extremism Phase: The founding of the Indian National Congress (INC) in 1885 was
aided by the British, under the narrative of safety-value theory.
o

As a follow-up to that, the voice of INC was weak and subdued. Early leadership of INC was
mainly focused on 3Ps: Prayer, Petition and Protest.

o

Along with two other congress leaders, Lala Lajpat Rai and Bipin Chandra Pal (popularly
known as Lal, Bal and Pal), he started the extremist phase of INC, which focused on mass
mobilisation of masses.

Trisutri Program: Tilak gave trisutri or three-point programme for national awakening – Swaraj,
Swadeshi and Nationalist Education based on vernacular.
o

This helped the realisation of self-pride and activism in a nation that was culturally
suppressed by the British under the narrative of Whiteman’s burden.

o

For the cultivation of an enlightened mind, he used the media in the form of two
newspapers, Kesari and Maratha, and national education through Deccan Education
Society, an institute he established.



Swadeshi Movement: Tilak started the Swadeshi movement (1905), which was not just about
boycotting British goods, but his larger objective was promoting indigenous entrepreneurship.



Broader Vision of Swaraj: For him, Swaraj or Home Rule meant the rule of, and the rule for,
the common people of India. However, he also had a blueprint of an independent India in mind.
o





All India Home Rule League was founded by Tilak in April 1916 at Belgaum. It worked in
Maharashtra (except Bombay), the Central Provinces, Karnataka and Berar.

Laying Foundation for Gandhian way of Mass Movement: Tilak’s two arrests by the British in
(1897 and 1908) galvanised workers, peasants, professionals and youth in an unprecedented
manner.
o

65

This is when Tilak began to quicken the growth of nationalist consciousness with the advent
of the 20th century.

His formula for preparing the ground for political activism through culture, education
and media was so powerful that later on Mahatma Gandhi, Babasaheb Ambedkar and
others adopted this path.

Cultural Revival: Tilak’s campaign against the British colonial rule was also anchored on
reclaiming Indian heritage and culture.
o

In 1896, he famously initiated the ‘sarvajanik Ganesh visarjan utsav’ in Bombay, in
which the masses of people came out to worship and then immerse idols of Ganesha in the
sea.

o

This religious drive served the political purpose of mass mobilisation.

o

Though it is seen as a communal move by many historians, his writings reflected that his
call for public celebration of these festivals was not meant to rouse sentiments against
any other community.

o

Its sole purpose was cultural self-assertion of his people then living the yoke of foreign
rule.

RELEVANCE OF TILAK’S IDEAS IN PRESENT TIMES


Tilak’s stand for Swadeshi products and Swadeshi movement may help today’s India to
push Atmanirbhar Bharat. Thus, revival of economic nationalism can be imbibed from Tilak’s
ideology.



It was Tilak’s advocacy for local languages in the Congress that made members speak in
their mother tongue during its meetings. Whereas, the government has given a push to bring
Sanskrit and local languages through National Education Policy (2020).



Also, Tilak was a staunch opponent of untouchability and launched a huge movement to unite the
society divided on the basis of caste and sects. Such behavioural push will help to unite Indian
society further.

Indian Council for Cultural Relations


The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is an autonomous organisation under the
Ministry of External Affairs.



Objective:
o

To actively participate in the formulation and implementation of policies and programmes
pertaining to India’s external cultural relations

o

To foster and strengthen cultural relations and mutual understanding between India and
other countries

o

To promote cultural exchanges with other countries and people, and to develop relations
with nations.



It was founded in 1950 by Maulana Abul Kala Azad, independent India’s first Education Minister.



ICCR has been assigned the responsibility of facilitating the celebration of the International Day
of Yoga (21st June) by Indian Missions/Posts abroad since 2015.

7.2 QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT
WHY IN NEWS?


On 8th Aug 2020, India completed 78 years of Quit India Movement also known as August Kranti.



Taking inspiration from the Quit India Movement, the Prime Minister gave a call for the revival of
its spirit of the Quit India Movement by coining a new slogan karenge aur karake rahenge in place
of Gandhi’s slogan of karo ya maro (Do or Die).



The aim of this slogan is to achieve the goal of building a “New India” by 2022.

WHAT IS QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT? WHY WAS IT LAUNCHED?
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The Second World War had started in 1939 and Japan, which was part of the Axis Powers that
were opposed to the British in the war were gaining onto the north-eastern frontiers of India.









The British had abandoned their territories in South-East Asia and had left their population in
the lurch. This act did not garner much faith among the Indian population who had doubts about
the British ability to defend India against Axis aggression.
Gandhi also believed that if the British left India, Japan would not have enough reason to invade
India.
Apart from hearing news about British setbacks in the war, the war-time difficulties such as high
prices of essential commodities fostered resentment against the British government.
The failure of the Cripps Mission to guarantee any kind of a constitutional remedy to India’s
problems also led to the INC calling for a mass civil disobedience movement.
After the failure of the Cripps Mission, Gandhiji gave the call “Do or Die”’ in his speech delivered
at the Gowalia Tank Maidan.
The quit India resolution stated the provisions of the movement as:
o

An immediate end to British rule over India.

o

Declaration of the commitment of free India to defend itself against all kinds of imperialism
and fascism.

o

Formation of a provisional government of India after British withdrawal.

o

Sanctioning a civil disobedience movement against British rule.

IMPACT OF THE MOVEMENT:






Several national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Abdul Kalam Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel were arrested.
The Congress was declared an unlawful association, leaders were arrested and its offices all over
the country were raided and their funds were frozen.
The first half of the movement was peaceful with demonstrations and processions. The peaceful
protest was carried till Mahatma Gandhi’s release.
The second half of the movement was violent with raids and setting fire at post offices,
government buildings and railway stations. Lord Linlithgow adopted the policy of violence.
The Viceroy’s Council of Muslims, Communist Party and Americans supported Britishers.

CONCLUSION:
Quit India Movement was a watershed movement in the sense, that it prepared the ground for future
politics in India. It is in the Quit India Movement that freedom struggle was owned by ’We the People’ who
fought for India’s freedom.
CRIPPS MISSION


Under Stafford Cripps, the mission was sent to India in March 1942 to resolve the Indian question
of a new constitution and self-government.

Main proposals of the mission were:
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An Indian Union with a dominion status would be set up; it would be free to decide its relations
with the Commonwealth and free to participate in the United Nations and other international
bodies.
A constituent assembly would be convened after the war to frame a new constitution.
 Members of the assembly partly elected by the provincial assemblies and partly nominated
by the princes.
 Any province not willing to accept the constitution would be given ‘the same full status
as the Indian Union’, - designed to appease the Muslim League’s call for Pakistan.
 The constitution making body and the British Government would negotiate a treaty to
affect the transfer of power and to safeguard racial and religious minorities

8. NEWS IN BRIEF:
SAGAR (Security and
Growth for All in the
Region)






UK
launches
£3
million
innovation
challenge fund in
India





Nagar Van Scheme




Dwarf Planet Ceres
given status of an
"ocean world"




1.
2.
3.
4.

Milky Way look alike
Galaxy found






Lingaraj
Temple,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha







Malayalam New Year




68

Guided by SAGAR, India has dispatched technical equipment and
material to Mauritius to help in dealing with the oil spill on its southeast coast.
SAGAR vision was enunciated by PM in 2015, which aims:
To safeguard our mainland and islands, ensure a safe secure and stable
Indian Ocean, and make available our capabilities to others.
Deepen economic and security cooperation with our maritime
neighbours. Envisage collective action and cooperation to advance
peace and security and respond to emergencies.
The fund aims to support scientists in academia and industry to tackle
the COVID-19 pandemic and climate change.
Grants under the Fund are part of initiative under the Tech Partnership
known as Tech Clusters.
Tech Clusters will support the development of Indian Tech Clusters by
breaking down barriers to growth, including building international
links.
Recently, Itanagar has been selected for implementation of the 'Nagar
Van' or Urban Forest scheme of Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change.
The scheme aims to develop 200 Urban Forests across the country in
next five years with a renewed focus on people's participation and
collaboration between Forest Department, Municipal bodies, NGOs,
Corporates and local citizens
This status was given as scientists have determined that Ceres has a
brine (solution of salt in water) reservoir, making it "water rich".
Ceres is a dwarf planet which lies in the asteroid belt between Mars
and Jupiter.
Criteria for dwarf planet are:
Body orbits around the Sun.
Not a satellite of any planet.
Has not cleared the neighbourhood around its orbit.
Has enough mass for its gravity to pull it into a roughly spherical shape.
An extremely distant look-alike galaxy (named SPT0418-47) of Milky
Way was found, which is 12 billion light-years away from Earth.
A galaxy is a large group of stars, gas, and dust bound together by
gravity.
Sun (a star) and all the planets around it are part of a galaxy known as
the Milky Way Galaxy.
Studying distant galaxies will help find answers to how galaxies formed
and evolved after the Big Bang.
Odisha government announced a facelift to the 11th century Lingaraj
Temple.
It was built by king Jajati Keshari of Soma Vansh and is dedicated to
Lord Shiva.
The linga of Lord Shiva is regarded as 'Swayambhu' (self-originated) and
worshipped as both Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu.
Temple signifies the syncretisation of Shaivism and Vaishnavism sects
in Odisha.
Temple belongs to Kalinga School of Temple Architecture.
First day of the Chingam month in Malayalam calendar is considered as
the New Year day.
This is also known as Puthuvarsham.
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SBAC means asset classification (downgrading as well as upgrading)
carried out by the computerised systems of the bank in an automated
manner on an ongoing basis.
It is aimed at improving efficiency, transparency and integrity of the
asset classification process.
UCBS having total assets of 1,000 crore or above and meeting specified
criteria have to implement SBAC from 2021.
Recent Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance 2020, gave RBI
greater regulatory powers over UCBS.
National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID-19 met for
the first time. Key discussions held were:
Mechanisms for creation of a digital infrastructure for inventory
management and delivery mechanism of the vaccine.
It advised all the States not to chart separate pathways of procurement.
Guiding principles for prioritization of population groups for vaccination.
Financial resources required for procurement of COVID-19 vaccine and
various options of financing the same.
Procurement mechanisms for COVID-19 vaccine.
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) is working on
developing "mega labs" where NGS machines will be used for detecting
SARS-CoV-2 novel coronavirus.
NGS is a DNA sequencing technology which can sequence entire human
genome in a single day.
NGS machines can:
Detect the possible presence of the virus in several instances where the
traditional RT-PCR misses out on them.
Trace the evolutionary history of the virus and track mutations more
reliably.
Satellite data pointed to alarming deforestation rates in Papum Reserve
Forest (PRF).
PRF is a nesting habitat of three hornbills species: Great, Wreathed and
Oriental Pied.
PRF is located between Itanagar Wildlife Sanctuary (east) and Pakke
Wildlife Sanctuary (west) in Arunanchal Pradesh.
Hornbills are referred to as 'forest engineers' or 'farmers of forest' for
playing a key role in dispersing seeds of tropical trees.
India has nine hornbill species, of which four are found in Western Ghats
Report by United Nations Environment Programme has highlighted
importance of seagrasses to the Environment and to People.
Seagrasses are marine flowering plants found in shallow waters from
tropics to Arctic circle.
Benefits: Contribute to community well-being through food security
from fish production, improved quality of water, protection of coasts
from erosion, storms and floods, carbon sequestration and storage.
Seagrasses have been declining globally since 1930s, with estimated that
7% being lost worldwide per year.
A recent study has stated that corals found in North Indian Ocean can
provide new insights on Indian monsoon.
Bands growing on coral surface reveal about paleoclimatic conditions,
rainfall, ambient water temperatures and similar aspects from the past.
Coral reefs are large underwater structures composed of the skeletons
of colonial marine invertebrates called coral.
Major coral reef formations in India are found in Gulf of Mannar, Palk
bay, Gulf of Kutch, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep
islands.
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Recently, major changes in scheme were approved.
Scheme provides financial assistance to the selected candidates for
pursuing Master level courses and Ph.D abroad.
It is available for students belonging to the Scheduled Castes, Denotified
Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes, Landless Agricultural Labourers and
Traditional Artisans category.
It is Central Sector Scheme and implemented by Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment.
Supreme Court advised government to amend the OLA, 1963 to include
scheduled languages other than Hindi and English as official language of
the Government of India.
OLA stipulates that government must publish notifications only in Hindi
and English.
Scheduled languages are those languages which are listed in the 8th
schedule of the Constitution and are given official recognition and
encouragement by the Central government
It is aimed at improving health infrastructure and capacities etc.
CARICOM is treaty among Caribbean countries to promote economic
integration and cooperation among its members to ensure that the
benefits of integration are equitably shared, and to coordinate foreign
policy.
Members of CARICOM: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and
Trinidad and Tobago.
Recently, RBI released revised norms for CICS.
CIC is a non-banking finance company (NBFC) which carries on the
business of the acquisition of shares and securities.
It holds not less than 90% of its net assets in the form of investment in
equity shares, preference shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in
group companies.
NASA'S TESS finished its primary mission by imaging about 75% of the
starry sky.
It has found 66 new exoplanets (planets beyond solar system), and nearly
2,100 such candidates.
TESS is an all-sky survey mission that will discover thousands of
exoplanets around nearby bright stars. lt was launched in 2018.
TESS is finding planets ranging from small, rocky worlds to giant planets,
showcasing the diversity of planets in the galaxy.
It is three-tiered organisation to enable the end users interaction with
academia and industry towards fostering innovation and indigenisation
for self-reliance in defence.
Three-tiers of NIIO:
Naval Technology Acceleration Council (N-TAC) will bring together the
twin aspects of innovation and indigenisation and provide apex level
directives.
A working group under the N-TAC will implement projects.
Technology Development Acceleration Cell (TDAC) has also been created
for induction of emerging disruptive technology in an accelerated time
frame.
It is an interactive and dynamic online platform that showcases updated
& real-time details of 11 schemes / initiatives of the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs for achieving SDGS.
It is part of Digital India Initiative to work towards empowering Scheduled
Tribes and will bring efficiency and transparency in the system.
Developed by: Ministry of Tribal Affairs.
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The search-cum-selection committee will name the new three government
nominees on the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).
MPC is a 6-member committee chaired by RBI Governor. Of these, three
members are from RBI while three other members are nominated by the
Central Government.
Its main objective is to maintain the price stability and boosting up the
growth rate of the country's economy
It is entrusted with the responsibility of deciding the different policy rates
including, Repo Rate, Reverse Repo Rate, and Liquidity Adjustment
Facility.
A Technology Innovation Hub at lIT Delhi under NM-ICPS was established.
NM-ICPS aims to create a strong foundation and a seamless ecosystem for
CPS technologies by coordinating and integrating nationwide efforts
encompassing knowledge generation, human resource development,
research, technology and product development, innovation and
commercialization.
It is implemented by the Department of Science & Technology.
ISRO named Moon Crater Captured by Chandrayaan-2 After Vikram Sarabhai
called "Sarabhai" Crater. • About Dr Vikram Sarabhai
He founded the Physical Research Laboratory (PRL) in Ahmedabad in 1947.
He was also chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission.
He played key role in establishing ISRO and is referred to as father of Indian
space programmes.
Awards conferred on him: Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award (1962), Padma
Bhushan (1966). Padma Vibhushan, posthumous (after-death) (1972).
It is an indigenous photonic system for real-time remote monitoring of air
quality parameters.
It is an innovative application of the principles of laser backscattering,
statistical
mechanics,
optoelectronics,
artificial
intelligence,
machine/deep learning, and Internet of Things.
It can identify, classify, and quantify various pollutants simultaneously (of
orders of less than one part per billion) and meteorological parameters,
with very high precision, sensitivity and accuracy.
Paryushan Parva is annual festival of Jain religion celebrated for spiritual
upliftment and self-purification.
For Jains, fasting during Paryushan is a chance to eliminate bad karma, It
helps one develop discipline, self-control, patience, forgiveness and
repentance.
Government has deployed artificial intelligence (Al), an early warning
system and a mathematical modelling system to minimise the effects of
floods in the state.
It will give a flood forecast model with a 72-hour lead time for rivers like
Gandak, Bagmati-Adhwara, Kamala, Kosi and Mahananda which originate in
Nepal.
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African Union has announced that the first commercial deal under AFCFTA
will take place in January, 2021.
It aims to create a single continental market for goods and services, with
free movement of business, persons and investments.
AFCFTA would be the largest free trade area in the world measured by the
number of countries participating.
54 of the 55 nations recognized by African Union have signed to join the
area - Eritrea is the exception - while 28 have ratified the agreement.
Panel under Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council has favoured an e-way
bill for intra-state movement of gold.
It will help track the movement of gold to help plug tax evasion and
smuggling amid rising prices and subdued GST collections.
An e-way bill is required to be generated by a registered GST taxpayer when
goods are moved inter-state or intra-state if the value of the consignment
is more than Rs 50,000.
Currently, gold is exempt from that.
It is an indigenization portal developed by Department of Defence
Production.
Main objective of the portal is to partner the private sector in indigenization
efforts of Defence Public Sector Undertakings, Ordnance Factory Board and
the Armed Forces.
It is a one stop shop online portal that provides access to the vendors to
take up items that can be taken up for indigenization.
Researchers from Indian Space Research Organisation and the Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru has developed a sustainable process to make
space bricks on the lunar surface.
It uses urea sourced from human urine, which could be mixed with lunar
soil to build structures on the moon
It could be used to assemble structures for habitation on the moon surface
in future.
It is launched by NITI Aayog in collaboration with NASSCOM to drive Al
education and innovation to the next level in schools across the country.
This module is a successor to the Al Base module launched in February this
year.
It encourages a deeper understanding of Al which can be applied in the real
world.
It is a simpler, less expensive and less invasive test for novel coronavirus
which is approved by U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
It has high sensitivity and can detect when the number of virus copies in the
saliva sample.
It reduces the need for trained healthcare workers to collect samples and
reduces risk of virus spread to healthcare workers at time of sample
collection.
Navroz or Parsi New Year is popularly referred as Pateti. It stands for - New
Day and marks the beginning of spring.
It is also known as Jamshedi Navroz after the King of Persia Jamshed who
started the Parsi calendar.
It is added into List of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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NDHM is a voluntary healthcare programme that would reduce the gap
among stakeholders such as doctors, hospitals, citizens etc by connecting
them in an integrated digital health infrastructure.
lt comprises six key building blocks or digital systems namely HealthID
(digital format of all health records of every person), DigiDoctor, Health
Facility Registry, Personal Health Records, e-Pharmacy & telemedicine.
Vision of NDHM is to create a national digital health ecosystem which
provides timely and efficient access to inclusive, affordable, and safe
healthcare to all citizens.
National Health Authority, attached office of Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare would be the implementing agency of NDHM.
CSP,2020 will envisage creating a secure cyberspace in India and is aimed
at securing business data, critical information infrastructure that can
impact national security and economy.
It will enable protection of information, safeguard citizen's data, and
work on cracking down on 'misinformation being spread.
It will replace earlier National Cyber Security Policy 2013. With increase
in internet connectivity, cybercrime activity also is also expected to
increase rapidly.
Aim is to provide OFC to all the 6 lakh villages within 1,000 days.
Also, a high-speed internet connectivity via submarine optical fibre cable
will be extended to Lakshadweep in this period.
It will help in providing cheaper & better connectivity and benefits of
Digital India (online education, tele-medicine, banking system, skill
development etc.)
Bharatnet (earlier National Optical Fibre Network) aims to provide optical
fibre connectivity to all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats.
In the last five years, 1.5 lakh gram panchayats in the country have been
connected with optical fiber.
Expansion of NCC was announced in coastal and border districts of India.
This step will aid those areas with a trained manpower during troubles
(like Disaster Management) and help the youth build a career in the
armed forces.
NCC is a tri-service organisation set up in 1948 with its Directorate
General located in Delhi.
It enrolls cadets at high school and college level and also awards
certificates on completion of various phases.
It operates under Ministry of Defence and is the largest uniformed youth
organization of the country.
For biodiversity conservation of these species to replicate the successes
of Project Tiger.
IUCN status of Asiatic lion & Gangetic Dolphin: Endangered.
PM mentioned that more than 5 crore Sanitary Napkins distributed from
Jan Aushadhi Kendras to underprivileged women at the minimum price of
Rs.1 each.
Jan Aushdhi Kendras provide quality medicines (generic) at affordable
prices to the masses. It was launched under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana of Department of Pharmaceuticals.
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