P a g e 1 | 86

Index for the month of November
1. POLITY
1.1 INNER LINE PERMIT (ILP)

05

1.2 PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MINORITIES

06

1.3 PROVISIONAL PROVINCIAL STATUS TO GILGIT BALTISTAN

07

1.4 SPECIAL COURT FOR MPS/MLAS

08

1.5 DRAFT DATA CENTRE POLICY 2020 AND INDIA AS A GLOBAL DATA CENTRE HUB

10

1.6 SPECIAL MARRIAGES ACT (SMA)

12

1.7 URBAN MOBILITY INDIA (UMI) CONFERENCE

14

1.8 TAMIL NADU NEET QUOTA

18

1.9 PATERNITY LEAVE

19

1.10 SDG INVESTOR MAP FOR INDIA

20

1.11 INTER PARLIAMENTARY UNION

22

1.12 FIFTEENTH FINANCE COMMISSION RECENT RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING HEALTH SECTOR

23

1.13 CANCELLATION OF THE WINTER SESSION

24

1.14 SUPREME COURT ON ARTICLE 32 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

25

1.15 REGULATIONS ON OTT AND DIGITAL CONTENT

26

1.16 FOREST RIGHTS ACT, 2006

28

2. ECONOMY
2.1 WORLD FISHERIES DAY AND FISHERIES SECTOR IN INDIA

31

2.2 PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS REFORMS

33

2.3 DELHI-MUMBAI INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR

34

2.4 NEGATIVE YIELD BONDS

37

2.5 CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS IN INDIA

38

2.6 THE ROAD TO ECONOMIC RECOVERY

39

2.7 THE FINANCIAL CAPACITY OF STATES IS BEING WEAKENED

40

2.8 THE END OF INSPECTOR RAJ IN INDIA’S IT SECTOR

42

2.9 HONEY FPO PROGRAMME: NAFED

44

2.10 MORATORIUM ON LAKSHMI VILAS BANK

45

2.11 PRODUCTION LINKED INCENTIVES (PLI)

46

P a g e 2 | 86

3. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
3.1 APEC VIRTUAL MEET

49

3.2 G20 SUMMIT

49

3.3 TIBETAN PARLIAMENT-IN-EXILE (TPIE)

50

3.4 THE SHIFTING TRAJECTORY OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY

51

3.5 SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION (SCO)

53

3.6 37TH ASEAN AND RCEP

55

3.7 ORGANIZATION OF THE PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC)

57

4. ENVIRONMENT
4.1 CHINESE DAM PROJECTS ON BRAHMAPUTRA

58

4.2 GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST FLOOD (GLOF)

59

4.3 SAFFRON

61

4.4 SUBDUED NORTHEAST MONSOON

62

4.5 CLIMATE CHANGE KNOWLEDGE PORTAL

62

4.6 BLUE TIDE PHENOMENON OBSERVED IN MAHARASHTRA

64

4.7 CYCLONE FORECAST

64

4.8 YOUNG CHAMPIONS OF THE EARTH: UN

66

4.9 UNESCO MAB AND PANNA BIOSPHERE RESERVE

67

4.10 LONAR LAKE AND SOOR SAROVAR: ADDITION TO RAMSAR SITE

68

5. SOCIAL ISSUES
5.1 NATIONAL DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION

70

5.2 POSHAN ABHIYAAN

71

5.3 VITAL STATISTICS OF INDIA BASED ON CIVIL REGISTRATION SYSTEM REPORT

73

5.4 NATIONAL EDUCATION DAY

74

6. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
6.1 SUPERCOMPUTER PARAM SIDDHI

76

6.2 PROJECT-75 AND INS VAGIR

77

6.3 CHAPARE VIRUS

77

6.4 SENTINEL-6 SATELLITE

78

6.5 ISRO’S SHUKRAYAAN

79

6.6 SKYLARK SATELLITE TO ANALYSE SPACE TRAFFIC

79

6.7 FIRE DETECTION AND SUPPRESSION SYSTEM (FDSS)

80

P a g e 3 | 86

6.8 ENHANCED PINAKA ROCKET

81

6.9 LIKELIHOOD OF FUTURE PANDEMICS

81

7. TOPIC OF THE MONTH
7.1 BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRSA MUNDA

82

P a g e 4 | 86

1. POLITY

1.1 INNER LINE PERMIT (ILP)
CONTEXT
 Seven Meghalaya-based Organisations have renewed their movement for
implementation of the British era inner-line permit (ILP) for entry into the State.

the

MORE ABOUT INNER LINE PERMIT
 Inner Line Permit is a document that allows an Indian citizen to visit or stay in a state that
is protected under the ILP system
 At present, four Northeastern states are covered, namely, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
Manipur and Nagaland.
 No Indian citizen can visit any of these states unless he or she belongs to that state, nor
can he or she overstay beyond the period specified in the ILP.
 An ILP is issued by the state government concerned. It states the dates of travel and also
specifies the particular areas in the state which the ILP holder can travel to.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF ILP
 Under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation Act, 1873, the British framed regulations
restricting the entry and regulating the stay of outsiders in designated areas.
 This was to protect the Crown’s own commercial interests by preventing “British subjects”
(Indians) from trading within these regions. In 1950, the Indian government replaced
“British subjects” with “Citizen of India”.
 This was to address local concerns about protecting the interests of the indigenous people
from outsiders belonging to other Indian states.

1.2 PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MINORITIES
Context


The seven-member National Commission for Minorities (NCM) has only one member left
after the retirement of its vice-chairperson while the other 5 posts have been vacant since
May 2020.

OTHER PROBLEMS OF NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MINORITIES



Insufficient investigative powers - There is need of strengthening investigative power of
NCM to safeguards constitutional and legal rights of minority communities
Annual reports not tabled - National Commission for Minorities (NCM) Act, 1992 mandates
that the annual report, together with the memorandum of action taken on the
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recommendations contained therein, as well as the reasons for non-acceptance of the
recommendations, if any, be tabled before Parliament annually. These reports have not
been tabled in Parliament since 2010.
Dependence on other institutions - Functioning of NCM and also the operations of state
minority commissions are dependent on central and state governments. Its entire work is
dependent upon the goodwill of government.
Overlapping jurisdiction - Growing number of commissions have overlapping mandate,
thereby reducing the scope of NCM. For example, the formation of new Commission on
Linguistic Minorities cut into the work of NCM, which was restricted to only religious
minorities.
The appointment to commission lacks transparency - there’s no prescribed selection
process for making appointments with arbitrarily picking up of names from a list suggested
by the nodal ministry.
Limitation of power - It lack powers to inquire, suo moto, or on a representation
presented to it by a member of any of the notified minority communities regarding any
atrocities.

BASICS OF
MINORITIES








NATIONAL

COMMISSION

FOR

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELATED TO
MINORITIES

The Union Government set up the
National Commission for Minorities RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF RELIGION
(NCM) under the National Commission for
 Article 25 - Freedom of Conscience and
Minorities Act, 1992.
Free Profession, Practice and Propagation
Six religious communities, viz; Muslims,
of Religion
Christians,
Sikhs,
Buddhists,
 Article 26 - Freedom to Manage Religious
Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains have
Affairs
been notified in Gazette of India as
 Article 27 - Freedom from Taxation for
minority communities by the Union
Promotion of a Religion
Government all over India.
 Article 28 - Freedom from Attending
Composition:
Religious Instruction
o NCM consists of a Chairperson, a
Vice-Chairperson
and
five CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS
members and all of them shall be
 Article 29 - Protection of Interests of
from amongst the minority
Minorities. Right to conserve a distinct
communities.
language, script or culture of its own
o Total of 7 persons to be
nominated by the Central  Article 30 - Right of Minorities to
Establish and Administer Educational
Government should be from
Institutions
amongst persons of eminence,
ability and integrity. The Ministry
for Minority Affairs recommends the names to the Prime Minister’s Office.
o Tenure: Each Member holds office for a period of three years from the date of
assumption of office.
Role and function of National Commission for Minorities: It is a forum for appeal, set up
to safeguard the rights and interests of India’s minority communities. The NCM Act lists 9
functions of the Commission:
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o To evaluate the progress of the development of minorities under the Union and
states.
o To monitor the working of safeguards provided in the Constitution and in union
and state laws.
o To make recommendations for effective implementation of safeguards for the
protection of minority interests.
o To look into, and take up, specific complaints regarding deprivation of rights and
safeguards of minorities.
o To conduct studies, research, analysis on socioeconomic and educational
development of minorities.
o To suggest appropriate measures in respect of any minority to be undertaken by
central or state governments.
o To make periodic or special reports to the Centre on any matter concerning
minorities; especially their difficulties.

1.3 PROVISIONAL PROVINCIAL STATUS TO GILGIT BALTISTAN
CONTEXT



Paksitan announced to elevate Gilgit Baltistan (GB) to the status of a full-fledged province
with all constitutional rights.
GB is the northernmost territory administered by Pakistan providing the country's only
territorial frontier, and thus a land route, with China, where it meets the Xinjiang
Autonomous Region.

PRESENT STATUS








Though Pakistan, like India, links G-B’s fate
to that of Kashmir, its administrative
arrangements are different from those in
PoK.
While PoK has its own Constitution that sets
out its powers and their limits vis-à-vis
Pakistan, G-B has been ruled mostly by
executive fiat.
Until 2009, the region was simply called
Northern Areas. It got its present name only
with the Gilgit-Baltistan (Empowerment and
Self- Governance) Order, 2009, which
replaced the Northern Areas Legislative
Council with the Legislative Assembly.
The NALC was an elected body, but had no more than an advisory role to the Minister for
Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas, who ruled from Islamabad. The Legislative Assembly is
only a slight improvement. It has 24 directly elected members and nine nominated ones.

WHY PROVINCIAL STATUS?
• It may be linked to CPEC and chinese interests. Provincial status will give Islamabad more
control over GB where strategic CPEC passes through.
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• Push might have well come from India's reassertion of its claims after the August 5,2019
reorgansiation of Jammu & Kashmir.
• Pakistan Army is also interested in provincial status to GB
• The people of G-B have been demanding for years that it be made a part of Pakistan, they
do not have the same constitutional rights Pakistanis have.
IMPORTANCE OF GB
• China–Pakistan Economic Corridor is passing through GB which is strategically and
economically critical for China as well as Pakistan.
• Important glaciers are located in GB which is source of drinking water as well as irrigation
in Pakistan.
• Hydro-electric potential of Indus River makes it vital for energy security.
• Strategic location as to G-B’s west is Afghanistan, to its south is Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir,and to the east J&K.
INDIA'S REACTION


India has clearly conveyed to Pakistan that entire UT of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh,
including areas of G-B, are integral part of India and asked Pakistan to immediately vacate
from the Indian territory of Gilgit-Baltistan.

1.4 SPECIAL COURT FOR MPS/MLAS
CONTEXT


A three-judge committee of the Madras High Court has questioned the constitutional
validity of setting up Special Courts to exclusively try MPs and MLAs for various crimes.

BACKGROUND









Supreme Court in 2017 asked the Center to frame a central scheme for setting up of special
criminal courts exclusively to deal with criminal cases involving political persons.
Three judge bench of the apex court led by Justice N V Ramana is looking at ways to
expedite these trials pending for years, in some cases , for decades.
Over 4400 criminal trials are pending against legislators. Of this over 2500 trials involve
sitting legislators.
Cases against the legislators include that of corruption, money laundering, damage to
public property, defamation and cheating.
A large number of cases for violation of Section 188 IPC for willful disobedience and
obstruction of orders promulgated by public servants.
There are more than 400 cases in respect of offences which are punishable with
imprisonment for life, out of which in 174 cases sitting MPs/MLAs are accused.
A large number of cases were pending at the appearance stage and even non bailable
warrants issued by courts have not been issued.
According to report of Amicus curiae to Supreme Court, there is no uniformity in setting up
Special Courts to try MPs and MLAs throughout the country.
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NEED FOR SPECIAL COURTS











Good Governance - Legislators with clean background can make good laws and provide
better governance in comparison to tainted laegislators.
End to Criminalisation of politics - Speedy trial of accused legislators can end
criminalisation of politics which is one of the biggest threat to democracy and law and
order.
Faith in Judiciary - conviction of legislators can increase public faith in judiciary which is
often seen as powerless in front of powerful persons who continue to get elected despite
being accused of heinous crimes.
Public faith in democracy - will be increased as legislators who can truly represent
interests of people and work on development can be elected.
Cleanse the system - of corrupt and criminal elements and contribute to growth of nation
Decrease in corruption - Large number of legislators are accused under Prevention of
Corruption Act and their conviction can reduce corruption
Free and Fair election - Decrease in criminalisation of politics and use of money and
muscle power by tainted legislators and make elections free and fair.
Rule of law - will be increased as legislators who are law makers have clean background

CONCERNS OF HIGH COURT COMMITTEE



Special court can only be constituted by a statute and not by executive or judicial fiats.
Special Courts should be "offence-centric" and not "offender-centric".

OTHER CONCERNS
 Shortage of judges
 Funds allotted by state govt are not enough
 Delays due to interim orders, filing multifarious applications
 Finding independent prosecutors can be a challenge
WAY FORWARD
 Each High Court may be directed to allocate criminal courts invoving former and sitting
legislators to one judicial officer in each district.
 High courts should prepare a blueprint for expeditious disposal of cases and trials should
not take more than one year.
 Giving higher priority to cases involving sitting legislators over those against former
legislators.
 No adjurnment should be granted except in rare and exceptional ciricumstances on a
written application stating the ground of adjournment
 Speedy and timely trial of sitting and former legislators can ensure that rule of law is
followed and democracy is strengthened.
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1.5 DRAFT DATA CENTRE POLICY 2020 AND INDIA AS A GLOBAL DATA CENTRE HUB
Why in news?
 Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) has recently drafted a Data Centre
policy aimed at making India a Global Data Centre hub, promote investment in the sector,
and propel digital economy growth.
Importance of Data Centre Sector in India
Data Centre









Fulfilling the growing demands of the
 Data centre is a dedicated secure space
country: Large size of the digital
within a building / centralized location
population in India and the growth
where
computing
and
networking
trajectory of digital economy, especially
equipment is concentrated for the purpose
of
collecting,
storing,
processing,
software as a service (SaaS) sector,
distributing
or
allowing
access
to large
necessitate a strong growth of Data
amounts of data.
Centres. India is home to 1.15 billion mobile
users, 661 million broadband users, 376 Types of Data centers include
million social media users, 401 million  Co-location data center- It is a large data
smart phone users and 564 million internet
center facility that rents out rack space to
third-party clients for housing their servers
users consuming around to 2.3 million
or other network equipment.
petabytes in 2020.
Maintaining Data sovereignty: Presence of  Edge data centers- They are highly
localised storage facilities, which can
domestic data centres will allow companies
effectively cater to a building, an
to store critical personal data and sensitive
organisation’s internal clusters of machines
personal information of Indian citizens
as well as external machines with access to
the internal network
within India.
High growth potential: India’s data centre
market is expected to reach values of approximately $4 billion by 2024 and is set to play a
key role in job creation, bring in foreign investment and contribute to the growth of the
country’s economy.
Providing digital services to other sectors: Growth of Data Centre service providers can
create an enabling ecosystem for provision of services such as data management, cyber
security, Big Data and Data Analytics etc. for enterprises in India.

Factors enabling the growth of data centres in India
 Rapid growth in Data consumption: The per capita data consumption is estimated to grow
from 2.4 GB in 2017 to 14 GB by 2022 due to factors such as declining bandwidth price,
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availability of high-speed data connectivity and surge in sectors such as e-commerce,
digital entertainment (OTT platforms), fintech, digital education etc.
Digitization initiatives: of the government like e-Governance drive, Smart Cities, Digital
India, Digital Health Mission etc. will result in the huge volumes of data (structured as well
as unstructured) requiring investment for storage, processing and security.
o Further, states like Maharashtra, Telangana and Tamil Nadu provide incentives to
data center companies such as Stamp duty exemption, electricity duty exemption
during investment period, building fee rebate etc.
Upcoming trends: like the adoption of 5G, cloud-based computing, Artificial intelligence,
Big Data analysis and Internet of Things (IoT) are expected to increase storage volume
requirement in addition to the “digitization fillip” caused by the disruptions in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Data localization norms: Several provisions of Personal Data Protection (PDP) Bill, 2019
and draft ecommerce policy require storage of critical data within the country. Also, RBI
mandate requires personal financial data of Indian citizens to be stored on local servers in
the country. Such data localization norms are likely to increase the presence of data
centers in India.
Other factors: Higher adoption of technology by SMEs in every sector, favorable Startup
ecosystem with growth in e-commerce sector, availability of skilled workforce in
Information and technology sector etc. will also spur the demand for more data centers in
India.

Challenges in establishing Data Centres in India
 Unstable and expensive power supply: Unavailability of uninterrupted, clean and costeffective electricity remains a hurdle for the Data Centre sector in India. Power failures in
data centers can lead to massive loss of data, business disruptions, revenue loss and
decrease end-user efficiency.
 Need of robust internet connectivity: Data centers need low latency, high bandwidth,
and stable and secure internet connectivity, which is not available uniformly across India.
 India ranks 74th amongst 174 nations with an average download speed of 43.0 mbps while
global average being 84.3 mbps.
 Lack of published standards: such as specialized building norms for building the Data
Centers, encryption standards which are essential to prevent breaches etc.
 Skill shortage: The sector needs highly-skilled professionals in specialized areas such as
cooling, power, security, network which aren’t always readily available in India.
 Costly real estate: Data centers in India are mainly established in metro cities such as
Mumbai, Chennai etc. where cost of commercial lands is extremely high.
 Need of high investment: Data centers are capital intensive and have high operational
expenditure. With Indian banking sector facing issues of NPAs and liquidity crisis, securing
necessary finances can be an issue for this sector.
 Import dependence: Lack of innovation and low investment in R&D has led to dependence
on imported IT and other electronic equipment’s for the sector in India.
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Key Features of Draft Data Centre Policy, 2020 that can help India become a Global Data
centre hub
 Proposal to provide Infrastructure Status to the Data Centre Sector: This will help the
sector in availing long term institutional credit at easier terms and reduce the cost of
borrowing.
 Simplified clearances: establishing a single window clearance with the defined timelines.
 Setting up of pre-provisioned Data Centre Parks: with infrastructure like road
connectivity, water availability etc. States will be encouraged to demarcate specific zones
(land parcels) for them.
 Data Centers to be declared as an Essential Service: under the Essential Services
Maintenance Act, 1968 (ESMA). This will enable seamless continuity of services even during
times of crisis.
 Availability of uninterrupted, clean and cost-effective electricity: by focusing on policy
measures such facilitating Data Centre Parks to setup own power generation units to ensure
quality of power;
 Recognizing Data Centers as a separate category under National Building Code: since
Data Centre buildings require different norms as compared to other office/ commercial
buildings.
 Setting-up of Data Centre Economic Zones: Government of India proposes to set-up at
least four Data Centre Economic Zones (DCEZ). The proposed DCEZ would create an ecosystem of Hyper scale Data Centers, Cloud Service Providers, IT companies, R&D units and
other allied industries.
 Promoting indigenous technology development, research and capacity building.
 Setting up an Institutional Mechanism: This will be done by establishment of bodies such
as
o Inter-Ministerial Empowered Committee (IMEC) under the Chairmanship of
Secretary, Meity.
o Independent Data Centre Industry Council (DCIC) which would act as an interface
between the sector and the Government.
1.6 SPECIAL MARRIAGES ACT (SMA)
WHY IN NEWS?
 The Allahabad High Court in a recent ruling declared that the conversion for the sole
purpose of marriage as ''null and void''.
WHAT IS SPECIAL MARRIAGE ACT?
 The Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA) was enacted to facilitate the marriage of couples
professing different faiths and preferring a civil wedding.
 People from different castes or religions or states get married under SMA in which marriage
is solemnized by way of registration.
 The prime purpose of the Act was to address Inter-religious marriages and to establish
marriage as a secular institution bereft of all religious formalities, which requires
registration alone.
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FEATURES OF THE SMA
 Basic age Criteria: The marriage of any two persons may be solemnised under the SMA,
subject to the man having completed 21 years of age and the woman 18.
 Basic Conditions needs to be met: Neither should have a spouse living; both should be
capable of giving valid consent, should not suffer from any mental disorder of a kind that
renders them unfit for marriage and procreation.
 Restrictions related to Religious laws: They should not be within the degrees of prohibited
relationship — that is, they should not be related in such a way that their religion does not
permit such marriages.
 Notice Procedure: Parties to an intended marriage should give notice to the ‘marriage
officer’ of the district in which one of them had resided for at least 30 days. The notice
will have to be entered in a ‘Marriage Notice Book’ and a copy of it displayed at a
conspicuous place in the office.
 The marriage has to be solemnised within three months of the notice, and if it is not, a
fresh notice will be needed.
 Provision for objections to the marriage: Any person can object to the marriage within
30 days of the publication of the notice on the ground that it contravenes one of the
conditions for a valid marriage. The marriage officer has to inquire into the objection and
give a decision within 30 days. If he refuses permission for the marriage, an appeal can be
made to the district court. The court’s decision will be final.
 Member of Undivided Family: Also, the Act says that when a member of an undivided
family who professes Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jain religions, gets married under SMA, it
results in his or her “severance” from the family.
CRITICISMS OF SMA
 Practical Difficulties: The provisions relating to notice, publication and objection have
rendered it difficult for many people intending to solemnise inter-faith marriages.
 Vulnerable to coercive tactics by family: Publicity in the local registration office may mean
that family members objecting to the union may seek to stop it by coercion.
 Danger posed by fringe groups: There have been reports of right-wing groups opposed to
interfaith marriages keeping a watch on the notice boards of marriage offices and taking down
the details of the parties so that they can be dissuaded or coerced into abandoning the idea.
 Intrusion of Privacy: The law’s features on prior public notice being given and objections
being called from any quarter, places a question mark on the safety and privacy of those
intending to marry across religions
 Violation of Right to Equality: In the case of Hindu and Muslim marriage laws, there is no
requirement of prior notice and, therefore, such a requirement in the SMA is considered as
violation of the right to equality of those opting for marriage under SMA.
 Pushes for religious conversion: Due to complexities involved in SMA, the intending couple
finds it easier to settle for marriage under the personal law of one of them, with the other
opting for religious conversion. While conversion to Islam and Christianity has formal means,
there is no prescribed ceremony for conversion to Hinduism.
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LAWS AGAINST CONVERSION FOR THE SAKE OF MARRIAGE


The Himachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act, 2019, and the Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion
Act, 2018, both prohibit conversion by misrepresentation, force, fraud, undue influence,
inducement, allurement and ‘by marriage’.
 There is a separate section in both laws under which, not conversion for the purpose of
marriage, but marriage done solely for the purpose of conversion, may be declared null
and void by a family court based on a suit by either party.

CONCLUSION: Marriage being a personal matter has to be sparingly regulated, unless it leads to
social evils. Freedom of choice should be given primacy in a liberal Democratic country like India.
1.7 URBAN MOBILITY INDIA (UMI) CONFERENCE
WHY IN NEWS?
 The 13th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Conference is being organized by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs on 9th November 2020. The day-long Conference will be held online through Video Conference/Webinar.
ABOUT:
 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India issued the National Urban
Transport Policy, 2006 (NUTP).
 As part of the NUTP enunciations, the Ministry has taken the initiative to organize an annual
international Conference-cum-Exhibition on Urban Mobility India popularly known as UMI.
 The primary objective of the conference is to disseminate information to the cities, whose
officials attend the conference to help them keep up-to-date with latest and best urban
transport practices globally.
 The main theme of this year’s event is “Emerging Trends in Urban Mobility” with focus on
innovative measures taken at national and international level to address the challenges
posed by Covid-19 pandemic to provide accessible and convenient transport to the people.
 In the aftermath of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, India is likely to experience a
behavioural change in urban mobility. This crisis also presents an opportunity to guide the
recovery of urban transport towards long-term development goals.
 India is witnessing the arrival of a new generation of mobility discourses, which are nuanced
enough to provide sustainable urban mobility.
 The Ministry has issued a detailed advisory, as to how the nation needs to move ahead in
these testing times.
 It rests on three key pillars, namely,
o promotion of public transport system
o leveraging technological advancements
o penetration of NMT systems in the urban transport paradigm
 Various studies show that about 16-57% of urban commuters are pedestrians and about 3040% of commuters use bicycles in the country depending on the size of the city.
 Considering this as an opportunity, elevating the priority of these modes gives travelers
another private vehicle alternative, which is clean, safe, secured particularly if it is
integrated with other modes and affordable for all.
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Non-motorized transport will occupy the prime, non-negotiable, position in every form of
urban mobility discourse, and intervention.

PROBLEMS OF URBAN TRANSPORTATION:
 Unprecedented Transport Growth: According to Niti Aayog, the number of registered
motor vehicles has rapidly increased from 5.4 million in 1981, to 210 million in 2015.
 Inadequate Public Transport: According to government data, there are about 19 lakh buses
in the country and only 2.8 lakh of them are run either by state transport undertaking or
under stage carriage.
 Urban Pollution: According to a WHO study 14 out of the top 15 most polluted cities in the
world belong to India. Vehicular pollution has been one of the major contributors to rising
urban air pollution in Indian cities along with other factors such as construction activity,
road dust and industrial activity.
 Urban Congestion: Major Indian cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Bengaluru are
ranked among world’s most congested cities. Further, there is an acute shortage of parking
spaces both on and off the streets in the urban centers.
 Road Safety-Traffic injuries and fatality: According to the Report ‘Road Accidents in India2016’, road accidents in India have decreased by around 4.1% in 2016 from 2015. However,
fatalities resulting from these accidents have risen by about 3.2%. The major reasons for
traffic crashes include poor quality of roads, poor traffic management, unsafe and
overcrowded vehicles and unsafe driving behavior.
 Equity Issues: Unplanned urbanization in India has led to gentrification (as per upper and
middle socio-economic class) of city centers and lower income groups are forced to live in
peripheral suburbs which have increased their cost and time they allocate to commute. For
example, a CSE study ranks Delhi Metro Transportation system as the second most
unaffordable metro (after Hanoi in Vietnam) with lower income group people spending
nearly 22% of their monthly transport on Delhi Metro fares.
 Mobility for women: Safety or the lack thereof, is the single biggest factor constraining
women’s mobility. According to Action Aid UK, 79% of women in major Indian cities
reported being harassed on streets.
Government Initiatives to address Urban Transport issues
 Promotion of Electric Vehicles: Indian Government plans to have an all-electric fleet of
vehicles by 2030. For promotion of electric vehicles FAME (Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of (hybrid &) Electric vehicles. Under FAME, the Centre subsidizes the cost
of electric buses and has sanctioned 390 buses in 11 cities (as of April 2018).
 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT). It attempted to
improve the public transport system in larger cities through funding of public transport
buses, development of comprehensive city mobility plans and supporting city transport
infrastructure projects
 Green Urban Transport Scheme, 2016: The scheme aims to improve non-motorised
transport infrastructure such as dedicated lanes for cycling, pedestrians, increasing access
to public transport, and use of clean technologies and adoption of intelligent transport
systems (ITS).
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Mass Rapid Transit/ Transport Systems (MRTS): In 2017, the government introduced new
Metro Policy which aims to improve collaborations, standardizing norms, financing and
creating a procurement mechanism so that the projects can be implemented effectively.
Bus Rapid Transport System (BRTS): BRTS segregates the movement of buses from all
other transport modes, and introduces other changes in the road infrastructure that are
associated with safety. BRTS is an important component of AMRUT.
National Transit Oriented Development Policy, 2017: The policy framework aims to
promote living close to mass urban transit corridors like the Metros, monorail and bus rapid
transit (BRT) corridors.
Sustainable Urban Transport Project (SUTP): The project in partnership with Ministry of
Urban Development and UNDP aims to promote environmentally sustainable urban
transport in India
Personal Rapid Transit System (PRT): It is a transport mode combining small automated
vehicles, known as pods, operating on a network of specially built guide ways. In 2017, the
National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) had called the expression of interest (EOI) for
launching India’s first driverless pod taxi systems on a 70 km stretch from Dhaula Kuan in
Delhi to Manesar in Haryana
National Public Bicycle Scheme (NPBS): In 2011, NPBS was launched to build capacity for
the implementation and operation of cycle sharing systems across the country. The first
public bicycle sharing (PBS) initiative — Trin Trin was launched in Mysore.

Challenges
• Gaps in Laws and regulations: There is no central, state or local level that
comprehensively covers urban transport requirements and issues in Indian cities. Further,
the weak enforcement and lacunae in existing laws such as the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
fail to manage fast motorization in Indian cities
• Poor Institutional Framework: Functions of Urban transport system are performed by
multiple agencies under the central, state and city governments which lack coordination
and makes accountability difficult.
• Land as a Barrier to development of Transport Infrastructure: High cost of land
acquisition and time-consuming processes has been a major hindrance to integrated urban
transport infrastructure. For example, land acquisition issues have delayed the East-West
metro Corridor Project in Kolkata over years.
• Human Resource Challenges: Lack of urban transport skills amongst city and state officials
is a major challenge in effectively implementing transport projects.
• Absence of Reliable Transport Data: The lack of standardized, systematized data and
scientific analysis of urban transport statistics is a major barrier in assessing impact of
various ongoing government initiatives and formulate a robust urban transport plan
• Lack and Delay in release of funds: The urban infrastructure projects have a long gestation
period which requires locking of huge amount of funds for a longer period of time. This
creates problems in accessing the required funds, thereby impacting timely completion and
maintenance of projects.
Suggestions to overcome the challenges
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NITI Aayog Recommendations:
 It calls for a 3C Framework (Clean, Convenient and Congestion free) for transforming
mobility in India. To achieve this, it lays down the following action-agenda.
 Connect Bharat: Niti Aayog calls for a Safe, Adequate and Holistic Infrastructure (SAHI)for
the Indian population including women, elderly and the disabled. Major recommendations
for achieving this Increased emphasis on safety and accessibility
 Leveraging multiple modes of transport – road, rail, coastal and inland waterways, small
regional airports, ropeways etc
 Higher usage of data for holistic mobility needs
 Optimize Travel footprint: It calls for increased emphasis to reduce congestion caused by
passenger and goods flow in urban areas.
o Integrated land use- Planning residential and commercial complexes in an integrated
manner so that travel time is reduced
o Data-based measures such as intelligent transport systems
o Promote Seamless Public Transport: it calls for an efficient and convenient public
transport to address the issue of air pollution and congestion in Indian cities. Major
recommendations include Data-driven planning and urban transport, with a clear
hierarchy amongst different modes- from non-motorized (pedestrians, cycles) to
public and lastly private transport
o Focus on multi-modal systems
 Adopting Green Modes and Technologies: It calls for rapid adoption of electric vehicles
and non-motorized transport (NMT).
o To improve adoption of non-motorized transport, the routes and path should be
planned so that they integrate seamlessly with public transport.
o To ensure safety for NMT users by outlining norms & dedicated traffic signals should
be a key priority
o There should be a clear push towards clean technologies. This has to be enabled
through ecosystem development which includes domestic manufacturing etc.
 For effective execution of these actions-agenda, the Niti Aayog
o Skill development which will ensure high employability and address the issue of
human resource demand
o Intelligent Transport systems based on ongoing technological developments
o Well-defined Governance mechanism involving different stakeholders.
o A strong public awareness and communication campaign
Taking cue from Best Practices: International Best practices- Singapore
 Nearly 80% of trips in Singapore are performed on Public Transport comprising of bus, MRT,
LRT, Taxis. Singapore has one of the highest supplies of public transport per capita in the
world.
 A well planned and extensive public transport system coupled with travel demand restraint
measures, like area licensing system, vehicle quota system, congestion pricing etc. has
resulted in decreasing registration of private cars and high usage of public transport.
 Singapore has also introduced “Incentives for Singapore’s Commuters” – a scheme which
incentivizes commuters to shift their travel time to an earlier or later time belt to avoid
the peak travel period on trains and thus avoid overcrowding.
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Mexico City- Right to Mobility:
 In 2014, Mexico City passed a new law which explicitly guarantees the right to mobility and
aims at expanding urban mobility through sustainable transportation. The law also created
a new mobility hierarchy, placing pedestrians and cyclists above motorists and prioritizing
active transport.
Best Practice in India:
 Ahmedabad BRTS Corridor:
 For the first three months, the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) ran BRTS free and
then made design changes based on commuter feedback
 It provides affordable Smart cards for commuters
 Integrated Transportation Management System (IMTS) which includes Advanced Vehicle
Tracking System (AVLS), Fleet Management System (FMS), Automatic Fare Collection
System (AFCS), Passenger Information System (PIS), Passenger announcement (PA), and
Vehicle Scheduling and Dispatching (VSD)
Way Forward:
 To address the institutional challenges there is a need for better cooperation among
different transport agencies, departments, and ministries as well as better coordination of
transport and land-use policies. Further, there should be adequate funding to address
various issues plaguing public transport infrastructure

1.8 TAMIL NADU NEET QUOTA
Why in news?
 Tamil Nadu Governor gave his assent to a Bill that sought to reserve 7.5% seats
inundergraduate medical admissions for government-school students who qualified NEET.
What Is NEET?
 It is an entrance exam for medical courses like MBBS, BDS, and Post-Graduation in both government
and private medical colleges.
 NEET-UG replaced the All India Pre Medical Test (AIPMT) and all individual MBBS exams conducted
by states or colleges themselves in 2013.
 The NTA – National Testing Agency, the regulatory body for NEET UG Exam, conducts it every year
in various parts of India in multiple languages.
 The responsibility of the NTA is limited to the conduct of the entrance examination, declaration
of result and for providing an “All India Rank Merit List” to the Directorate General Health Service,
Government of India for the conduct of counselling for 15% All India Quota Seats and for providing
the result to States/other Counselling Authorities.
 NEET is based on a core curriculum approach, whereby the syllabi of all the school boards have
been taken into consideration.

WHAT ARE THE ISSUES WITH NEET?
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Against Federal Spirit: There are allegations that NEET is infringing upon the state
governments’ power to hold admissions in the medical colleges funded by them.
Infringes on Autonomy: NEET is an assault on the autonomy of universities and higher
education institutions, particularly private, unaided ones
Against Article 30 and 19(1)(g): This provides right to minority educational institutions to
administer themselves. If a minority institution wants additional qualifications over and
above the NEET score, denial of such additional and superior qualifications undermines its
choice
Regional Imbalance: Students from some of the state boards(Ex. North East) are at a
disadvantage from progressive boards (Ex: Delhi).
Urban Bias: Students in rural India and those studying in state government-run schools in
vernacular medium seem to have a lesser chance of success.
Lack of Uniformity: There are wide variations with regard to curriculum design and
curriculum evaluation among CBSE and State Boards
Enhances the risk: If a student has to give multiple tests (different state
boards/institutions), then the chances of failure in one can be made up in another.
Credibility Issues: The NEET paper was leaked twice in the last four years; therefore, there
is not much confidence in NEET’s fairness and transparency.
Issue of wrong translation: In the 2018 NEET, as many as 49 questions had errors in Tamil
translation
Element of Class: Empirical research in the USA on standardised common tests has found
that these tests are biased against the poorer and underprivileged sections of population,
women and minorities
Not Comprehensive: Common admission tests cannot measure abilities that are essential
for learning such as imagination, curiosity and motivation.

Why was Tamil Nadu opposed to NEET?
 One of the primary arguments that were made was that NEET would push certain categories
of students out of the race for MBBS degrees, and its goal of providing equitable
opportunities for all would be frustrated.
 Students from government schools and rural areas would not be able to afford the coaching
that would be essential for the competitive test, the State government argued.
 Since 2017, when NEET was implemented in Tamil Nadu, only 14 students from government
schools have managed to get admitted to the MBBS course.
1.9 PATERNITY LEAVE
WHY IN NEWS?
 Recently the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) granted paternity leave to the
Indian captain.
Paternity leave in India
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There is no legal provision for paternity leave in What is paternity leave?
India.
 Paternity leave is a leave period
 All India and Central Civil Services Rules allow
(paid) reserved exclusively for
Central government employees with less than
fathers in relation to childbirth
two surviving children 15 days of paternity leave.
and it is granted to father in
addition to the other annual
This also extends to cases where a child has been
leaves.
adopted. This could be availed up to six months
from the date of delivery or adoption of the
child.
 Private organisations: There isn’t any such law that mandates private sectors to provide
the paternity leaves to its employees. However certain private establishments provide
paternity leaves. Like Food aggregator Zomato India provides 26 weeks paid leave for new
fathers.
 In Chander Mohan Jain v. N.K Bagrodia Public School, 2009 the Delhi High Court held that
"all male employees of unaided recognized private schools were entitled to paternity
leave."
 UNICEF had the provision of four weeks paid paternity leaves to its male employees but
now it has been extended to sixteen weeks across all its offices worldwide.
Significance of paternity leave
 Emotional need of the child: According to International Labour Organization, a child
requires equal support from both parents in the first 1,000 days. Quality father–child
interactions enhance the resources of paternal capital available to the child thus
contributing to healthy development of the child.
 Health of the mother: Much of the attention is typically placed on the health and wellbeing of the new-born baby. The postpartum depression and anxiety symptoms of the new
mothers are generally ignored. Father’s ability to stay home may play a role in reducing
such depressions and anxiety.
 Nuclear family: As a result of which the level of child-care support to the mother from
extended family members is much less available nowadays. Paternity leave would ease the
burden of the mother who otherwise have to bear the whole responsibility of the child care
alone.
 Bridging the gender gap at home for facilitating gender equality at workplace: Women’s
equality in the workplace cannot be achieved without men’s equality in the home
Challenges in paternity leave
• Lack of will power among employers: Many organizations do not provide even maternity
leave which is statutorily backed by the Maternity Benefit (amendment) Act 2017.
• Funding: Public exchequer has its own limitations while private organizations may not be
willing to bear any extra cost and if employees are made to fund such leave policy then
the idea may not result in desired outcome.
• Patriarchal society: According to International Labour Organization, Indian Men perform
only 10% of the unpaid care work and more than 80% believe that taking care of the child
is the primary responsibility of the mother.
Way ahead
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Universalize the Gender Equity Movement in Schools (GEMS) project: It is a gender
sensitization programme for 12-14 year young school kids being implemented in the public
schools of Maharashtra from 2010.
Nudging: Various means for attitudinal and behavioural changes needs to be employed
ensuring active role of male partner before, during and after the child birth.
Legislative reforms: Paternity Benefit Bill, 2018 should be passed with utmost propriety
for ensuring better outcome of all the steps taken for behavioural changes.

1.10 SDG INVESTOR MAP FOR INDIA
WHY IN NEWS?


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in partnership with Invest India has
developed the Sustainable Development Group (SDG) Investor Map for India.

ABOUT:









SDG Investor Map identifies Investment Opportunity Areas (IOAs), and White Spaces (Areas
of Potential) aimed at aiding India's journey at fulfilling the SDG.
18 IOAs and 8 White Spaces are identified across 6 Priority Sectors:
o Education,
o Healthcare,
o Agriculture and Allied Services,
o Financial Services,
o Renewable Energy and Alternatives,
o Sustainable Environment.
These sectors are identified on basis of Enhanced productivity, technology adoption and
increased inclusion.
8 ‘white spaces’ have seen investor interest and have the potential to grow into IOAs in 5
to 6 years with policy support and private sector participation.
The Map will help public and private sector stake-holders direct capital towards these IOA’s
and White Spaces that can contribute to the nationally determined sustainable
development needs of the country.
The map also highlights SDG financing gap. With the emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic,
SDG financing gap has widened by an estimated $400 billion in developing countries, adding
to the preCOVID shortfall of $2-2.5 trillion per annum.

Need for SDG financing
 Increasing Environmental Shocks: Greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise, posing risks
to sustainable development.
 Growing Financial Risks: Short-term financial market volatility has increased due to
COVID-19. Prior to that, an extended period of low interest rates had incentivized riskier
behaviour through- out the financial system. Financial intermediation has steadily migrated
to non-bank financial intermediaries (who hold over 30 per cent of global financial assets).
 Declining Assistance: Official development assistance (ODA) fell by 4.3% in 2018, and ODA
to least developed countries (LDCs) fell by 2.1%.
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High Debt Risk: Debt risks will likely rise further in the most vulnerable countries.
o Governments of Low-Income Developing Countries (LIDCs) will require a substantial
increase in fiscal (budget) revenues, far beyond what they can achieve by their own
fiscal reforms.
o For this reason, SDG financing will require substantial international cooperation to
enable the LIDCs to finance their SDG fiscal outlays.

Issues in SDG financing
 Heightened geopolitical tensions around trade and technology: In recent years, the
world has witnessed a rise in unilateral actions, trade tensions and protectionist measures
that largely circumvent multilateral processes.
 Growing external debt amidst unresolved systemic issues: Global debt levels have
continued to set new records and grew to 247 trillion US dollars in July 2019, up from 168
trillion US dollars in 2008 at the start of financial crisis.
 Unmet expectations about public-private collaboration for development finance: In
particular investments in LDCs have been insufficient to meet their SDG financing needs.
Only 7% of 81 billion US dollars in private finance mobilized for development went to LDCs
(2012-15).
 Constraints to finance SDGs in India include:
o Inefficiency of tax systems,
o Lack of incentives driving private sector participation,
o Lack of business models supporting SDGs.
Addressing SDG financing Gap
 Address trade issues: To put trade back on track, there is need to put sustainable
development at the heart of the multilateral trade regime, building on existing experience
from the investment regime and regional trade agreements.
 Deal rising debt vulnerabilities: There is need to promote the UNCTAD Principles for
Responsible Sovereign Lending and borrowing, explore Sovereign Debt Restructuring
Mechanisms for countries in default, and create a well-endowed global climate disaster
fund and decarburization bank.
 Public-private collaboration for development finance:
o There is need for increased knowledge-sharing and evidence to improve blended
finance practices and to speed up documentation of the type of financing/ funding
that is best suited by sector and type of country so as to ensure that the countries
that need it the most are not completely left behind.
 Public sector role: Remove inefficiencies in tax system, allocation of tax to implement
SDGs, augment new sources such as sovereign bonds for SDGs, reducing illicit financial
flows, infrastructure finance and capital market development, Foreign Direct Investment
promotion etc.
o Private sector role: Incentivize private sector investment, Crowd in private
investment through innovative facilities and business models etc.
 Maximize investment impact: increasing the sustainable development benefits and
minimizing the risks of investment in SDG sectors.
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Channel investment: promoting and facilitating investment into SDG sectors.

1.11 INTER PARLIAMENTARY UNION
Context


The Comptroller and Auditor General of India, Girish Chandra Murmu, has been elected
External Auditor of Inter Parliamentary Union, Geneva, for a three-year term.

More About Inter Parliamentary Union







The Inter-Parliamentary Union is an international organization of national parliaments.
Its primary purpose is to promote democratic governance, accountability, and cooperation
among its members; other initiatives include advancing gender parity among legislatures,
empowering youth participation in politics, and sustainable development.
The organization was established in 1889 as the Inter-Parliamentary Congress.
As of 2020, the national parliaments of 179 countries are members of the IPU, while 13
regional parliamentary assemblies are associate members.
The IPU has played a leading role in the development of international law and institutions,
including the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the League of Nations, and the United
Nations.

India is one the member of Inter Parliamentary Union
1.12 FIFTEENTH FINANCE COMMISSION RECENT RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING HEALTH
SECTOR
WHY IN NEWS?





The Fifteenth Finance Commission (FFC) has made recommendations about the need for
reprioritizing public spending to fix the creaky health infrastructure exposed by the
coronavirus pandemic.
FFC has submitted its report to the President advising how to share tax revenues with
states for the Financial Year (FY) 2022-26 period.
The FFC report also makes recommendations about performance incentives to states in
several reform areas.

RECOMMENDATIONS:







FFC has mooted a greater role for public-private partnerships (PPPs) to ramp up the
health infrastructure and scale up public spending on health from 0.95% of GDP to 2.5%
by 2024.
While public outlays should focus on primary health care at the panchayat and
municipality level, private players should be relied on for specialty healthcare.
The total spending of around 0.95% of GDP is not adequate in relation to the
commitments under the National Health Policy of 2017.
The 2017 Policy proposes raising public health expenditure to 2.5% of the GDP in a timebound manner.
There is a need for a more holistic approach to encouraging PPP in the health sector.
There should be a constant working relationship and the government should not resort to
the private sector in the case of an emergency only.
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The trust deficit that exists between industry and government needs to be bridged.
District hospitals can become great grounds for training paramedics, creating health and
employment multipliers.
FFC Chairman emphasized on the need to create a cadre for medical officers as
mentioned in the All India Services Act 1951.
All-India health service is needed to address issues within the health sector.
There is a need for substantial improvements in the working conditions for doctors in
government hospitals, many of whom are hired on a contract basis by States.

ISSUES IN HEALTH SECTOR:












India’s general government expenditure on healthcare as a percent of GDP was just 1.0%
in 2017, according to the World Health Organization (WHO) data, placing it at number
165 out of 186 countries in terms of government expenditure on healthcare.
Skewed availability of healthcare across India as poorer States have the worst facilities.
In terms of access and quality of health services, India was ranked 145 out of 195
countries in a Lancet study published in 2018, below countries like China (48), Sri Lanka
(71) Bhutan (134) and Bangladesh (132).
Availability of trained epidemiologists is an issue due to low salary and job insecurity in
the health system.
There should be one epidemiologist per 0.2 million population. An epidemiologist is a
technical person to guide and monitor the process of contact-tracing, marking
containment zones and isolating suspected cases.
India’s expenditure on R&D as a percent of GDP has continued to remain stagnant at 0.7%
of GDP for three decades, with the public sector accounting for 51.8% of national R&D
expenditure.
This compares to around 2.8% of GDP for the USA, 2.1% of GDP for China, 4.4% of GDP for
Korea and around 3% for Germany where the dominant sector by spending on R&D is the
private sector.

RECENT INITIATIVES:






Recently, the government has expanded the provision of financial support by means of
viability gap funding for Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) in infrastructure projects to
social sectors such as health, education, water and waste treatment.
Several public-private partnerships and collaborations are already underway.
The Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) which has developed
ventilators, collaborated with industry to scale up production of ventilators.
The government has made several interventions in the health sector including National
Medical Commission, National Digital Health Mission, Ayushman Bharat, etc.

1.13 CANCELLATION OF THE WINTER SESSION
CONTEXT:


The government has recently decided to cancel the Winter session of Parliament, citing
fears over a surge in cases due to covid-19 pandemic.

SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT:


The summoning of Parliament is specified in Article 85 of the Constitution.
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The power to convene a session of Parliament rests with the Government.
The decision is taken by the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs which is
formalised by the President, in whose name MPs are summoned to meet for a session.
India does not have a fixed parliamentary calendar. By convention (i.e. not provided by
the Constitution), Parliament meets for three sessions in a year.
The longest, Budget Session (1st session), starts towards the end of January, and
concludes by the end of April or first week of May. The session has a recess so that
Parliamentary Committees can discuss the budgetary proposals.
The second session is the three-week Monsoon Session, which usually begins in July and
finishes in August.
Winter Session (3rd session), is held from November to December.

SUMMONING OF PARLIAMENT:




Summoning is the process of calling all members of the Parliament to meet.
The President summons each House of the Parliament from time to time.
The gap between two sessions of the Parliament cannot exceed 6 months, which means
the Parliament meets at least two times in one year.

ADJOURNMENT:



Adjournment terminates the sitting of the House which meets again at the time
appointed for the next sitting.
The postponement may be for a specified time such as hours, days or weeks. If the
meeting is terminated without any definite time/ date fixed for the next meeting, it is
called Adjournment sine die.

PROROGATION:



Prorogation is the end of a session. A prorogation puts an end to a session. The time
between the Prorogation and reassembly is called Recess.
Prorogation is the end of session and not the dissolution of the house (in case of Lok
Sabha, as Rajya Sabha does not dissolve).

QUORUM:




Quorum refers to the minimum number of the members required to be present for
conducting a meeting of the house.
The Constitution has fixed one-tenth strength as quorum for both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha.
Thus, to conduct a sitting of Lok Sabha, there should be at least 55 members present
while to conduct a sitting of Rajya Sabha, there should be at least 25 members present.

1.14 SUPREME COURT ON ARTICLE 32 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION
CONTEXT:


Recently, the Chief Justice of India (CJI), during a hearing of a plea, said that the court is
trying to discourage petitions filed under Article 32.

IN DETAIL:
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CJI’s View: CJI noted that there is a spate of Article 32 petitions and reiterated that the
High Court can also uphold fundamental rights (under article 226).
Article 32 of the Constitution (Right to Constitutional Remedies): It is a fundamental
right, which states that individuals have the right to approach the Supreme Court (SC)
seeking enforcement of other fundamental rights recognised by the Constitution.
The SC has power to issue directions or orders or writs for the enforcement of any of the
fundamental rights. The writs issued may include habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition,
certiorari and quo-warranto.
The right to move the SC shall not be suspended except as otherwise provided for by the
Constitution.
Thus, the Constitution provides that the President can suspend the right to move any
court for the enforcement of the fundamental rights during a national emergency (Article
359).
In case of the enforcement of Fundamental Rights, the jurisdiction of the SC is original
but not exclusive. It is concurrent with the jurisdiction of the high court under Article
226.
Original, because an aggrieved citizen can directly go to the SC, not necessarily by way of
appeal.
Concurrent means when the Fundamental Rights of a citizen are violated, the aggrieved
party has the option of moving either the high court or the Supreme Court directly.
Since the right guaranteed by Article 32 (ie, the right to move the SC where a
fundamental right is infringed) is in itself a fundamental right, the availability of
alternate remedy is no bar to relief under Article 32.
However, the SC has ruled that where relief through the high court is available under
Article 226, the aggrieved party should first move the high court.
In the Chandra Kumar case (1997), the SC ruled that the writ jurisdiction of both the high
court and the Supreme Court constitute a part of the basic structure of the Constitution.

















COUNTER-ARGUMENTS:


Even as the SC underlines the powers of the high courts, it has in the past transferred
cases to itself from the high courts.
Most recently, the SC transferred the case involving land use for the national capital’s
Central Vista project to itself from the Delhi High Court. Incidentally, the petitioners had
not sought such a transfer.
When such transfers are made, the petitioners lose a stage of appeal that would
otherwise have been available had the high court’s heard and decided the case.
Recently, the SC also conveyed its concerns that in many matters involving personal
liberty, the High Courts are not exercising their jurisdiction as constitutional courts.






Article 226 of the Constitution








Article 226 of the Constitution empowers a high court to issue writs including habeas
corpus, mandamus, certiorari, prohibition and quo warranto for the enforcement of
the fundamental rights of the citizens and for any other purpose.
The phrase ‘for any other purpose’ refers to the enforcement of an ordinary legal
right. This implies that the writ jurisdiction of the high court is wider than that of the
SC.
This is because the SC can issue writs only for the enforcement of fundamental rights
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and not for any other purpose, that is, it does not extend to a case whereP the
of an ordinary legal right is alleged.
The high court can issue writs to any person, authority and government not only
within its territorial jurisdiction but also outside its territorial jurisdiction if the cause

1.15 REGULATIONS ON OTT AND DIGITAL CONTENT
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the Government has brought Over The Top (OTT) platforms, or digital video
streaming service providers such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and others, under the ambit of
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

BACKGROUND:
















The government had indicated the necessity to monitor these platforms and wanted the
platforms to come up with a self-regulatory body.
In January 2019, eight video streaming services had signed a self-regulatory code that
laid down a set of guiding principles for content on these platforms which prohibited five
types of content:
Content that deliberately and maliciously disrespects the national emblem or national
flag.
Any visual or storyline that promotes child pornography.
Any content that “maliciously” intends to outrage religious sentiments.
Content that “deliberately and maliciously” promotes or encourages terrorism.
Any content that has been banned for exhibition or distribution by law or court.
However, the government refused to support this code and expressed displeasure at a
model suggested by the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI), and Digital
Curated Content Complaints Council (DCCC).
IAMAI is a not-for-profit industry body registered under the Societies Registration Act,
1860. Its mandate is to expand and enhance the online and mobile value-added services
sectors
DCCC was launched by the Online Curated Content Providers (OCCP) in February 2020 to
empower consumers to make informed choices on viewing content over OTT platforms
and to also provide consumers with a complaints redressal mechanism.
It held that the model lacked independent third-party monitoring, did not have a welldefined code of ethics and did not clearly enunciate prohibited content.

CURRENT ORDER:




It covers “Digital/Online Media”, including “films and audio-visual programmes made
available by online content providers” and “news and current affairs content on online
platforms”.
It will give the government control over these platforms, which were unregulated till now
as there is no law or autonomous body governing digital content.
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Online content providers come under the legal framework of the Information Technology
Act 2000 but, unlike print and broadcast media, were not directly under any Ministry.
However, there are no details on how the government will regulate it. There is a
possibility that the Programme Code of the Cable Television Network Regulation Act
1995, that governs content on TV, may serve as a template to frame rules for online
content.

REASONS BEHIND THE ORDER:






The Ministry also keeps receiving complaints from the public underlining the concerns of
unregulated content and need to regulate it.
In October 2020, the Supreme Court issued notice to the Centre and the IAMAI, on a
petition to regulate OTT platforms.
The Ministry is already regulating news and entertainment content on TV and radio
through statutory bodies so it is important to bring the digital content under its purview
as well.
With the growth of the digital media and a significant shift of viewership from traditional
media platforms to digital media, there is a real need for having an appropriate oversight
framework for online news and content, at par with traditional media platforms.

RULES AND REGULATORY BODIES FOR OTHER PLATFORMS
REGULATIONS:






The Cable Television Network (Regulation) Act, 1995 penalizes television channels for any
violation of the programming and advertising.
Complaints can be sent directly to the Ministry, or raised through the internal mechanism
of the Electronic Media Monitoring Centre.
In November 2019, the Government had brought out a draft Registration of Press and
Periodicals (RPP) Bill, which sought to replace the 150-year-old Press and Registration of
Books Act, 1867.
Cable Networks Regulation Act 2005 regulates both news and entertainment on
television.

VARIOUS SECTORS AND REGULATING BODIES:







Print Media:
o Press Council of India (a statutory, quasi-judicial authority).
Television:
o News Broadcasting Standards Authority (self-regulatory body) set up by the News
Broadcasters Association (NBA) regulates television news.
o Electronic Media Monitoring Centre, set up in 2008, monitors content on TV.
o Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (independent and self-regulatory) for
television entertainment.
Films:
o Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) under the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting.
Advertisement:
o Advertising Standards Council of India (a self-regulatory body).
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1.16 FOREST RIGHTS ACT, 2006
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, review petitions of approximately 1200 tribals for recognition of their claims
over forest land under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 was rejected by the local authorities in Mysuru (Karnataka).

BACKGROUND:








A large number of people, especially the scheduled tribes have lived in and around
forests for a long period in symbiotic relationships.
During the colonial time, the focus shifted from the forests being used as a resource base
for sustenance of local communities to a State resource for commercial interests and
development of land for agriculture.
Several Acts and policies such as the three Indian Forest Acts of 1865, 1894 and 1927 of
the Central Govt and some state forest Acts curtailed centuries‐old, customary‐use rights
of local communities.
This continued even after independence till much later until enactment of The Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.
The Supreme Court in 2019 ordered the eviction of nearly a million people across India
whose claims under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 had been rejected.

PROVISIONS OF FOREST RIGHTS ACT:







The Act recognizes and vest the forest rights and occupation in Forest land in Forest
Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDST) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFD) who have
been residing in such forests for generations.
Forest rights can also be claimed by any member or community who has for at least three
generations (75 years) prior to the 13th day of December, 2005 primarily resided in forest
land for bona fide livelihood needs.
It strengthens the conservation regime of the forests while ensuring livelihood and food
security of the FDST and OTFD.
The Gram Sabha is the authority to initiate the process for determining the nature and
extent of Individual Forest Rights (IFR) or Community Forest Rights (CFR) or both that
may be given to FDST and OTFD.

FOUR RIGHTS IDENTIFIED BY THE ACT:






Title rights: It gives FDST and OTFD the right to ownership to land farmed by tribals or
forest dwellers subject to a maximum of 4 hectares.
o Ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated by the concerned family
and no new lands will be granted.
Use rights: The rights of the dwellers extend to extracting Minor Forest Produce, grazing
areas etc.
Relief and development rights: To rehabilitate in case of illegal eviction or forced
displacement and to basic amenities, subject to restrictions for forest protection.
Forest management rights: It includes the right to protect, regenerate or conserve or
manage any community forest resource which they have been traditionally protecting and
conserving for sustainable use.
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IMPORTANCE:




Constitutional Provision Expansion: It expands the mandate of the Fifth and the Sixth
Schedules of the Constitution that protect the claims of indigenous communities over
tracts of land or forests they inhabit.
Security Concerns: The alienation of tribes was one of the factors behind the Naxal
movement, which affects states like Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand. The Act
through identifying IFR and CFR tries to provide inclusion to tribes.

FOREST GOVERNANCE:



It has the potential to democratize forest governance by recognizing community forest
resource rights.
The act will ensure that people get to manage their forest on their own which will
regulate exploitation of forest resources by officials, improve forest governance and
better management of tribal rights.

CHALLENGES:











Administrative Apathy: As tribals are not a big vote bank in most states, governments
find it convenient to subvert FRA or not bother about it at all in favor of monetary gains.
Lack of Awareness: Unawareness at the Lower level of forest officials who are supposed
to help process forest rights claims is high and majority of the aggrieved population too
remains in the dark regarding their rights.
The forest bureaucracy has misinterpreted the FRA as an instrument to regularize
encroachment instead of a welfare measure for tribals.
Dilution of Act: Certain sections of environmentalists raise the concern that FRA bends
more in the favor of individual rights, giving lesser scope for community rights.
Community Rights effectively gives the local people the control over forest resources
which remains a significant portion of forest revenue making states wary of vesting forest
rights to Gram Sabha.
Reluctance of the forest bureaucracy to give up control: The forest bureaucracy fears
that it will lose the enormous power over land and people that it currently enjoys, while
the corporates fear they may lose the cheap access to valuable natural resources.
Institutional Roadblock: Rough maps of community and individual claims are prepared by
Gram Sabha which at times often lack technical knowhow and suffers from educational
incapacity.

WAY FORWARD:







Large-scale awareness and information dissemination campaigns are required at local
level informing both tribal and lower level officials.
It is important to develop a detailed strategy of training and capacity building of people
responsible for implementing the FRA, such as Panchayats, Gram Sabha, village level
Forest Rights committee etc.
The relevant maps and documents should be made available to the Forest rights
committee and claimants to simplify the task of the Gram Sabha in identifying and filing
claims for individual and community rights.
Providing clarity on the time limit for settling claims. The Act does not specify any time
limit for resolving claims.
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The Centre should take a more proactive role in pushing states to honor a law that could
change the lives of millions.

2. ECONOMY
2.1 WORLD FISHERIES DAY AND FISHERIES SECTOR IN INDIA
CONTEXT




Recently, GOI celebrated World Fisheries Day on 21 Nov to demonstrate solidarity with all
fisher folk, fish farmers and concerned stakeholders throughout the world.
The event aims to draw attention to overfishing, habitat destruction and other serious
threats to the sustainability of our marine and inland resources.
The celebrations serve to focus on changing the way the world manages global fisheries to
ensure sustainable stocks and healthy ecosystems.

FISHERIES SECTOR IN INDIA



The share of fisheries sector in the total GDP (at current prices) is 1.03% in 2017-18
The sector has been showing a steady growth in the total Gross Value Added and accounts
for about 6.58 per cent share of Agricultural GDP.
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Contributors of foreign exchange earnings – The marine exports stand at about 5% of
total exports of India and constitute 19.23 % of Agri-exports (2017-18)
India has rich and diverse fisheries resources ranging from deep seas to lakes, ponds, rivers
and more than 10% of the global biodiversity in terms of fish and shellfish species
Increasing contribution from inland fisheries - Aquaculture production has increased to
6.2 million metric tons in FY 2017-18 from 1.9 million metric tons in 2000-01. About 88% of
the farmed fish comes from freshwater aquaculture.
Around 28 million people are employed in the fisheries sector in India.
The sector has immense potential to more than double the fishers and fish farmers’
incomes, as envisioned by the government.

CONSTRAINTS IN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT
















Lack of a reliable database relating to aquatic and fisheries resources,
Non-availability of suitable fish yield models for multi-species fisheries for open inland
waters and marine resources,
Weak multi-disciplinary approach in fisheries and aquaculture,
Inadequate attention to the environmental, economic, social and gender issues in
fisheries and aquaculture,
Inadequate HRD and specialized manpower in different disciplines,
Weak linkages between research and development machinery,
Weak marketing and extension network,
Poor technology transfer and anthropogenic interventions, resulting in loss of
biodiversity,
Decline in fish catch,
Depletion of natural resources,
Over-exploitation of coastal fisheries,
Pollution of water bodies with industrial and domestic effluents,
Clandestine introduction and spread of exotic fish species,
Unscientific management of fisheries and aquaculture activities, and
Contamination of indigenous fish germplasm resources.

INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S EFFORT TO IMPROVE FISHERIES






Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY): PMMSY is a flagship scheme for focused
and sustainable development of the fisheries sector in the country as a part of the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
o PMMSY is a flagship scheme for focused and sustainable development of the fisheries
sector in the country as a part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
Blue revolution: integrated development and management of fisheries
o It is an umbrella scheme formulated by merging all the existing schemes
o It aims at enhancing fish production from 107.95 lakh tone (2015-16) to about 150
lakh tonne by the end of the 2019-20.
The Mission Fingerling has been launched under Blue Revolution which envisages adopting
an integrated approach.
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o It targets enhancing fisheries production from 10.79 mmt (2014-15) to 15 mmt in
2020-21.
o The scheme will facilitate the establishment of hatcheries and Fingerling rearing
pond to ensure certain level of production of fish fingerling, post larvae of shrimp
and crab in the country
Extension of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) facilities to fishers and fish farmers to help them in
meeting their working capital need. This will help all such farmers to get short term loan
for crop & animal/fish rearing at a maximum interest of 4% on timely repayment.

WAY FORWARD










Inter-Sector Coordination: There is need of coordination at different level from state
to central level for sustainable utilization of resources
Modernization of fishing vessels in compliance to requirements of post-harvest handling
and storage and quality preservation of fish need to be encouraged.
Development and management of modern wholesale fish markets including supermarkets,
retail fish markets and outlets, mobile fish and live fish markets need to be encouraged so
as to ensure quality and hygienic fish to the consumers
Leasing, Licensing and Management of water bodies for culture fisheries: Statesneed to
develop comprehensive leasing and licensing policy for all public water bodies by balancing
competing objectives of resource development, livelihoods, welfare and revenue
generation,etc
Aquaculture at par with Agriculture: Aquaculture sector documented one of the highest
growth rates in productions and providing livelihood and nutritional security in the country.
It deserves greater attention of the Government in the form of incentives/ concessions as
in agriculture like income tax, power supply, loan facility, Insurance covered, drought and
flood relief and transportation, etc.
Fish Seed Production and Genetic Up-gradation: Private sector need to be encouraged to
setup hatcheries and seed rearing farms, especially in deficient areas to ensure year round
availability of quality stocking material in water bodies.

Water use and Management: The present National water policy, 2012 clearly recognizes the use
of water for basic human requirements as part of right to life and livelihood. Its scope needs to
be enlarged to emphatically recognize the minimal right to water for fisheries and aquaculture.

2.2 PRIVATE SECTOR BANKS REFORMS
CONTEXT:
 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had constituted an Internal Working Group (IWG) to review
the extant ownership guidelines and corporate structure for private sector banks in
India. It was headed by Prasanna Kumar Mohanty, Director, Central Board of RBI.
 The Terms of Reference of the IWG inter alia included review of the eligibility criteria for
individuals/ entities to apply for banking license; examination of preferred corporate
structure for banks and harmonisation of norms in this regard; and, review of norms for
long-term shareholding in banks by the promoters and other shareholders.
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THE KEY RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE IWG
 Large corporate/industrial houses may be allowed as promoters of banks only after
necessary amendments to the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (to prevent connected lending
and exposures between the banks and other financial and non-financial group entities);
and strengthening of the supervisory mechanism for large conglomerates, including
consolidated supervision.
o A promoter is an individual or organization that helps raise money for some type of
investment activity
 Well run large Non-banking
Financial
Companies
(NBFCs), with an asset size
of ₹50,000 crore and above,
including those which are
owned by a corporate house,
may be considered for
conversion
into
banks
subject to completion of 10
years of operations and
meeting
due
diligence
criteria and compliance
with additional conditions specified in this regard.
 For Payments Banks intending to convert to a Small Finance Bank, track record of 3
years of experience as Payments Bank may be considered as sufficient.
 The minimum initial capital requirement for licensing new banks should be enhanced
from ₹500 crore to ₹1000 crore for universal banks, and from ₹200 crore to ₹300 crore for
small finance banks.
 Non-operative Financial Holding Company (NOFHC) should continue to be the preferred
structure for all new licenses to be issued for universal banks. However, it should be
mandatory only in cases where the individual promoters / promoting entities/ converting
entities have other group entities.
 Reserve Bank may take steps to ensure harmonisation and uniformity in different
licensing guidelines, to the extent possible.
Whenever new licensing guidelines are issued, if new rules are more relaxed, benefit should be
given to existing banks, and if new rules are tougher, legacy banks should also conform to new
tighter regulations, but a non-disruptive transition path may be provided to affected banks.
2.3 DELHI-MUMBAI INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR
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CONTEXT


Rajasthan government has
planned
two
special
investment regions along the
Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) to generate
developmental
opportunities for the State.

BASICS OF INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR




Industrial
Corridors
are
stretches across the country
allocated to a specific
geographical area with the
intent
to
stimulate
industrial development. It
aims to create an area with
a cluster of manufacturing
or other industries and gives an impetus to smart and sustainable cities by leveraging on
the high speed, high connectivity transportation system.
Government of India has approved the development of following five industrial corridor
projects to be implemented through National Industrial Corridor Development and
Implementation Trust (NICDIT):
S.No.

Industrial Corridor

States

1

Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC)

Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra

2

Amritsar Kolkata Industrial
Corridor (AKIC)

Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal

3

Chennai Bengaluru Industrial
Corridor (CBIC)

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala

4

East Coast Economic Corridor
(ECEC) with Vizag Chennai
Industrial Corridor (VCIC) as
Phase-1

West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu

5

Bengaluru Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (BMIC)

Karnataka, Maharashtra

SIGNIFICANCE OF INDUSTRIAL CORRIDORS IN INDIA:


Industrial Corridors recognise the inter-dependence of various sectors of the economy
and offer effective integration between industry and infrastructure leading to overall
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economic and social development. Industrial corridors constitute world class infrastructure
such as high-speed transportation.
The establishment of NMIZ in a scattered manner along the industrial corridor across the
length of the state would prevent distress migration and provide people with job
opportunities close to their dwelling place.
It will prevent concentration of industries in one particular location which exploited the
environment beyond its carrying capacity and caused environmental degradation.
The production of export surplus would generate employment opportunities and raise per
capita incomes.
Moreover, people would find job opportunities close to their homes and would not have to
migrate to far-off places thereby preserving family as an institution. This will also increase
social integration in the country.
The spread effects of industrial corridors in socio-economic terms are many such as setting
up of industrial townships, educational institutions, roads, railways, airports, hospitals that
will generate employment and raise standard of living.
Production costs would come down due to improved transportation system and
agglomeration effect, making Indian goods competitive in domestic as well as foreign
markets.
Provide necessary logistics infrastructure needed to reap economies of scale, thus
enabling firms to focus on their areas of core
competence.

DELHI MUMBAI INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR (DMIC)


Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) is the
first Industrial Corridor project which was
announced.
o DMIC
Development
Corporation
(DMICDC) incorporated in 2008, is the
implementing agency for the project.
o DMICDC has been registered as a
company with 49% equity of
Government of India, 26% equity of
the JBIC (Japan Bank for International
Cooperation) and the remaining held
by government financial institutions



The project aims to create smart, sustainable industrial cities by leveraging high speed,
high capacity connectivity backbone provided by the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor
(DFC) to reduce logistic costs in an enabling policy framework.
o These new cities will come up in the States of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.
o The 1,504 kms long Western DFC is from J N Port in Mumbai, Maharashtra to Dadri
in the state of Uttar Pradesh.
o The DFC project is one of the Indian Railways’ largest infrastructure projects,
undertaken by the government at a cost Rs. 81,459 crore.

Way Forward for effective utilization and industrialization
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Relative comparative advantage of industries: The success of industrial corridors lies in
developing industries that have a strong relative comparative advantage. While a
geographic region could produce many goods, it will have relative comparative advantage
only in certain types of industrial production
India’s industrial corridor roadmap must, therefore, be centered around the
intelligent distribution of focus on sectors with comparative advantages and
enabling infrastructure investments must be made accordingly.
In the name of competitive federalism, states mustn’t compete in a manner that
India’s comparative advantage gets dissipated — backward and forward linkage
synergies must be built in a manner that India’s comparative advantage expands to
exploit global opportunities.
Cluster urbanisation: Once the core sectors are identified, a synchronised strategy for
urbanisation and infrastructure development must be developed and implemented.
Infrastructure development: While the transportation corridor will serve as the spine,
robust grid networks need to be developed, connecting the clusters to the hinterlands and
gateways. For example, the Odisha government is developing the Biju-expressway corridor
connecting its most backward districts along its western border, some of which are Naxal
hit regions.
Nurturing corridor centric MSME ecosystem: In addition to investing in and building the
enabling infrastructure, the central and state governments must focus on promoting ease
of doing business and developing a MSME-centric supplier ecosystem within these corridors.
Corridor centric skill-development roadmap: Skill availability is a key determinant of
private sector investment decisions. The roadmap must be developed in collaboration with
the industry and academia and must aim to provide a significant skill advantage to the
region.
Land and labour reforms: In order to attract investments for setting up manufacturing
industries, land acquisition and labour laws must be progressive and investment friendly,
calling for institutional reforms in this area.

2.4 NEGATIVE YIELD BONDS
CONTEXT:


Recently, China sold negative-yield debt for the first time, and this saw a high demand
from investors across Europe. As yields in Europe are even lower, there was a huge demand
for the 4-billion-euro bonds issued by China.

MORE ABOUT NEGATIVE YIELD BONDS


Negative-yield bonds are debt instruments that offer to pay the investor a maturity
amount lower than the purchase price of the bond. These are generally issued by central
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banks or governments, and investors pay interest to the borrower to keep their money
with them.
REASONS FOR HIGH DEMAND TO NEGATIVE
YIELD BOND













BOND: Is an instrument to borrow money. A
bond could be floated/issued by a country’s
government or by a company to raise funds.

Pandemic: Negative-yield bonds attract
investments during times of stress and YIELD: The yield of a bond is the effective rate
uncertainty as investors look to protect of return that it earns. But the rate of return is
not fixed; it changes with the price of the
their capital from significant erosion.
bond.
Much lower yield in Europe: The fact that
the 10-year and 15-year bonds are offering  Generally, investors purchase the bonds at
positive returns is a big attraction at a time
their face value, which is the principal
amount invested. In return, investors
when interest rates in Europe have
typically earn a yield of a bond.
dropped significantly.
China’s Economic Growth - It is important  Each bond has a maturity date, which is
when the investor gets paid back the
to note that while the majority of the large
principal amount.
economies are facing a contraction in their
GDP for 2020-21, China is one country that
is set to witness positive growth in these challenging times: its GDP expanded by 4.9% in
the third quarter of 2020.
Chinese control Over Pandemic - While Europe, the US and other parts of the world are
facing a second wave of Covid-19 cases, China has demonstrated that it has controlled the
spread of the pandemic and is therefore seen as a more stable region.
Availability of money: Huge amount of liquidity injected by the global central banks after
the pandemic. Investors could also be temporarily parking money in negative-yielding
government debt for the purpose of hedging their risk portfolio in equities.
To take Benefit from Currency Gain: Foreign investors might believe the currency's
exchange rate will rise, which would offset the negative bond yield.
To Avoid Domestic Deflation Risk: Domestically, investors might expect a period of
deflation, or lower prices in the economy.
o For Example: Consider a one-year bond that yields minus 5% but at the same time
inflation is expected to be minus 10% over the same period.
o That means the investor in the bond would have more purchasing power at the end
of the year because prices for goods and services would have declined far more than
would the value of the investment in the fixed-income security.

2.5 CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS IN INDIA
CONTEXT
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India is likely to report a current account
surplus at the end of the current financial
year ending in March 2021, mainly led by a
fall in imports.

CURRENT ACCOUNT


REASONS FOR CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS





In last quarter, India’s GDP contracted by a
whopping 24%, among the highest rates
globally. This collapse of domestic demand
led to India’s record current account surplus
in April-June.
This largely attributed to fall in crude oil
prices.
Demand for imports has fallen amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, coupled with recent
economic reforms initiated by the
government to boost manufacturing may
lead to Current Account Surplus in ongoing
financial year



It deals with current, ongoing, short
term transactions like trade in goods,
services (invisible) etc. It reflects the
nation’s net income.
For instance, if you a buy a laptop from
US, it will be a current account
transaction and it will be debit on
current account as you have to pay to
US.

There are 4
Account-

components

of Current

1. Goods – trade in goods
2. Services (invisible) – trade in services
eg. Tourism
3. Income – investment income
4. Current unilateral transfers– donations,
gifts, grants, remittances

Implications of Current Account Surplus
Positive Implications







This development as it can give a much-needed shot in the arm to investor confidence in
the country as well as the Indian currency.
Positive impact on Rupee: A current account surplus has a direct positive impact on the
rupee. The current account reflects all payments between countries for goods, services,
dividends and interests. A surplus in the current account means that the country is
expected to receive payment in rupees. This means other countries are likely to buy rupee
and sell foreign currencies. This means the rupee could appreciate in the near future.
High Employment - In theory, this could expect a current account surplus (X-M) to boost
employment because it is indicative of higher domestic demand.
o High exports (X) leads to increased employment in the export sector.
o Lower import spending may mean people are spending more on domestic goods
rather than buying foreign goods. Greater demand for domestic goods helps
domestic employment.
Rise in Forex reserve of RBI - It will protect India in balance of Payment crisis as it
happened in 1991 and after which India has to borrow from IMF. Further, it is also critical
for maintaining financial and external sector stability.

Negative Implications




Domestic demand – Surplus in current account could also be a result of weak domestic
demand. This could result in lower consumer spending and decrease in imports. Meaning,
exports did not rise, but imports fell. Hence, analysts in some quarters feel that a surplus
indicates a weak economic growth in the country.
Lower Investment- it reflects weak investment demand in the country. This directly
impacts the pickup of imports from the country. In the last four months itself, imports fell
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by 16.33% due to lower gold and oil imports. This reflects poorly on the investment
opportunities in the country.
Banks are afraid to lend easy money from the RBI to corporations. The huge current account
surplus implies that a poor country that badly needs investment finds economic prospects
so weak that it is not investing.

Way Forward



Inject large sums of purchasing power through cash transfers. Rising demand will spur private
investment.
The government should also accelerate all planned investment. This will mean a much
larger fiscal deficit. So be it.

2.6 THE ROAD TO ECONOMIC RECOVERY
WHY IN NEWS?


The return of economic activity and declining active Covid-19 cases in India have raised
hopes of recovery

IS THE GLOBAL RESURGENCE OF COVID-19 A THREAT TO THE STOCK MARKET RECOVERY?
 The stock market has responded enthusiastically with large cap indices trading a little
below their pre-Covid highs.
 Investment Flows and improving fundamentals have pulled the market to current levels.
Undoubtedly, we are not out of the woods.
 Factors like the ongoing second wave in the US and Europe, the US election results etc will
impact our markets, albeit on a temporary basis.
FACTORS THAT DETERMINE THE RECOVERY PATH FOR FIRMS
 India’s economic recovery will be a function of top-down factors like fiscal and monetary
stimulus as well as bottom-up entrepreneurial efforts.
 Firms with less leverage, good governance, and the ability to raise capital, cut costs with
the precision of a surgeon‘s knife, and innovate to adapt in the current situation will not
only survive but also prosper.
FACTORS THAT RAISE HOPES OF RECOVERY
 Active cases are coming down despite normalisation of economic activities.
 A vaccine breakthrough seems to be on the horizon.
 Macroeconomic Stability: Lower oil, gold and Chinese goods imports have made India
current account-surplus. Foreign exchange reserves are about to exceed foreign exchange
debt.
 Foreign Investment: Global firms are opening up their purses for direct as well as portfolio
investment.
 Agriculture reforms will materially benefit a large rural population.
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Labour reforms and postal life insurance schemes are steps in the right direction for India
becoming a manufacturing hub.

WAY AHEAD: AREAS WHERE POLICY FOCUS IS NEEDED










Credit Transmission: The monetary policy is accommodative but credit transmission needs
to improve further.
Borrowing Costs: Policy rates are at lifetime low levels but the cost of borrowing needs to
be lowered for below-AA rated borrowers.
Sector Specific Stimulus: Fiscal stimulus has supported growth at the bottom of the
pyramid but sectors like travel, tourism, hotel, retailing, aviation, infrastructure etc
require more support.
Non-Tax resources: The path of fiscal prudence is important but it needs to be achieved
by raising non-tax resources like proceeds from strategic divestment and monetisation of
assets, unlocking capital stuck in gold deposits etc.
Rule of Law: Ease of doing business has improved but rule of law needs to be improved.
Our laws are being made for the lowest common denominator as crooks escape without
adequate punishment. This increases the cost of compliance for the rest. Investment
cannot pick up sustainably unless rule of law is experienced by investors.
Inequality: Big has become bigger in these challenging times, but eventually small and
medium firms need to become competitive and prosper.

2.7 THE FINANCIAL CAPACITY OF STATES IS BEING WEAKENED
WHY IN NEWS?
 Through various means the Union government has substantially reduced the fiscal
resource capacity of the States. States need resources to deliver the developmental
aspirations of its citizens but unfortunately, the financial capacity of the States is
structurally being weakened.
FACTORS THAT HAS CAUSED THIS WEAKNESS
 Declining Actual devolution
o Finance Commissions recommend the share of States in the taxes raised by the Union
government. However, in the year 2014-15 actual devolution was 14% less than the
Finance Commission’s projection. Subsequent devolutions have been consistently
less every year, ending the period 2019-20 with a whopping -37%.
o Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, the States got ₹7,97,549crore less than what was
projected by the Finance Commission. This is an undeniable and substantial
reduction of the fiscal resource capacity of the States.
 Shrinking the divisible pool
o Various cesses and surcharges levied by the Union government are retained fully by
it. They do not go into the divisible pool. This allows the Centre to raise revenues,
yet not share them with the States.
o CAG has also recently highlighted the misuse of Cess pool by Union Government.
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o When taxes are replaced with cesses and surcharges, as has been done repeatedly
by the government in the case of petrol and diesel, the consumer pays the same
price. But the Union government keeps more of that revenue and reduces the size
of the divisible pool. As a result, the States lose out on their share.
o Between 2014-15 and 2019-20, cesses and surcharges has increased from 9.3% to 15%
of the gross tax revenue of the Union government
o In 2019-20 alone, the Union government expected ₹3,69,111crores from cesses and
surcharges. This will not be shared with the States.
GST Shortfall
o The ability of the States to expand revenue has been constrained since the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime was adopted.
o Under the GST (Compensation to States) Act, states are assured compensation for
the gap between revenues at a compounded growth rate of 14 per cent over the
base year revenue of 2015-16 and the actual revenues from GST for five years ending
June 2022 through levy of cess on demerit and sin goods
o GST compensation to States will end with 2021-22. But cesses will continue.
o During 2019-20, the cess collected was ₹95,444 crore. With the abnormal exception
of this year, the years ahead will generate similar or more cess revenue.
o Due to COVID-19 induced lockdown, it is expected that there will be nearly ₹3 lakh
crore GST shortfall to the States and the Centre is saying that it will to only
compensate ₹1.8 lakh crores.
o On the other hand, states have been arguing that the Union government should
borrow this year’s GST shortfall in full and release it to the States. The entire loan
borrowed can be repaid out of the assured cess revenue that will continue to accrue
beyond 2022.

CONSEQUENCES
 Reduced Grants Central grants are also likely to drop significantly this year. For instance,
31,570 crores were allocated as annual grants to Karnataka. Actual grants may be down to
₹17,372 crores.
 Revenue Shortfall: Due to all these reasons, the States may experience a fall of 20%-25%
in their revenues this year.
 Increased borrowings by States: To overcome such extreme blows to their finances and
discharge their welfare and development responsibilities, the States are now forced to
resort to colossal borrowings. Repayment burden will overwhelm State budgets for several
years.
 Social Impact: After paying loans and interest, salaries and pensions, and establishment
expenses, there will be little available for development and welfare. As a result, adverse
consequences will be felt in per capita income, human resource development and poverty
CONCLUSION
 States are at the forefront of development and generation of opportunities and growth.
Strong States lead to a stronger India. The systematic weakening of States serves neither
federalism nor national interest.
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2.8 THE END OF INSPECTOR RAJ IN INDIA’S IT SECTOR
WHY IN NEWS?
 The Centre did away with the onerous Other Service Provider (OSP) regulations and issued
new guidelines for the IT/ITeS industry. For an industry that employs close to 50 lakh
people, this is a significant development.
OTHER SERVICE PROVIDER (OSP)
 OSPs are entities providing applications, IT-enabled or any kind of outsourcing services
using telecom resources. The term refers to BPOs, KPOs (knowledge process outsourcing),
ITES, call centres, among others.
 OSPs are companies using telecom resources for its operations like tele-banking, telemedicine, tele-trading, e-commerce, call-centre operations etc
 OSP regulations was introduced in the 1990s when business process outsourcing (BPO)
started in India and the Indian telecom industry was going beyond BSNL.
 The government then introduced OSP terms and conditions to help the industry grow and
ensure that they don’t suffer due to lack of resources.
EARLIER REGULATORY REGIME FOR OSPS
 The conditions included registrations for OSP licence, frequent reporting obligation to track
the BPO firms and bank guarantees.
 What started as a facilitator became a burden as the industry grew over years. For instance,
a company applying for a licence should pay a bank guarantee of Rs 1 crore per office. So,
if the company has 76 offices, it should pay Rs 76 crore as bank guarantee. While a large
firm can afford this, it is a burden on smaller companies.
 For companies that were evaluating whether or not to use India as a base for new
operations, these regulations imposed high level of constraints for their operations and
thus discouraged them to establish their businesses in India.
NEW GUIDELINES
 Requirements such as bank guarantees, frequent reporting obligations, penal provisions,
the obligation to ensure that each additional site obtains a separate registration etc. have
been removed. The registration requirement for OSPs has been done away with altogether.
 Narrow definition: The BPO industry engaged in data-related work have been taken out of
the ambit of OSP regulations.
 Those few entities to whom OSP regulations now apply only need to comply with a few
security obligations.
 In addition, restrictions such as the need for a network diagram and using static IP
addresses for all agents working from home, have all been done away with.
MERITS OF THE NEW REGULATIONS
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End of Inspector Raj: The regulatory regime for OSPs has now been liberalised thus
effectively put an end to the inspector raj that these outdated regulations had perpetuated
for so long.
Ease of doing business enhanced: Doing away with frequent reporting obligations will
tremendously reduce the compliance burden of the business process management (BPM)
industry.
Prevents Corruption: The previous broad definition was the reason for random acts of
harassment by department of telecommunications (DoT) officials who were free to use the
ambiguity inherent in the language of rules & regulations.
Makes India IT Sector Globally Competitive: It is aimed at providing a strong impetus to
the industry and positioning India as one of the most competitive IT jurisdictions in the
world.
Flexibility to companies: With the concept of remote working picking up and OSP relaxed,
it gives a company a choice on how they want their delivery model to be.
Boost to Start-ups: Smaller firms and start-ups, for whom the bank guarantee were an
additional strain, are relaxed now. This makes it easier for entrepreneur to start his
business operations in this field without much financial constraints.
Adaptation of work models to new normal: The new regulations will facilitate WFH or
'work from anywhere', which is likely to stay at the back of the pandemic. For instance,
companies can have their employee in the North-East or in any remote corner in India and
still take advantage of the remote working set up.
Decongesting Urban Metropolis: It is expected that close to 25-30 percent of the IT
workforce could move to smaller cities and towns in the next five years, which will help
reduce the urban load and move towards regionally balanced development.
Attract Foreign Investment: With OSP regulations no longer a constraint, and offshoring
(moving talents to low-cost countries like India) picking up, global companies can expand
their India operations quickly.
Boost to Women Employment: One of the advantage is that companies can tap into a new
talent pool such as the young female workforce in tier-2 & tier-3 cities who, due to social
compulsions, find it suitable to work remotely from their native place.

CONCLUSION
 The cadres of bureaucrats whose business was to manage this obscure corner of the
regulatory landscape will have to be disbanded and put to better use elsewhere. These
reforms combined with labor and agriculture reforms all point towards Liberalisation 2.0
of Indian Economy.
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2.9 HONEY FPO PROGRAMME: NAFED
WHY IN NEWS?
 Recently, the Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has virtually inaugurated the
Honey Farmer Producer Organization (FPO) Programme of the National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Limited (NAFED).
HIGHLIGHTS













The programme has been launched under the Farmer’s producer organisation
Formation and Promotion of FPOs.
A Producer Organisation (PO) is a legal
It is a new Central Sector Scheme for the entity formed by primary producers,
promotion of 10,000 new FPOs.
viz. farmers, milk producers, fishermen,
Under it, the National Level Project weavers, rural artisans, craftsmen, etc.
Management Advisory and Fund Sanctioning FPO is one type of PO where the
Committee (N-PMAFSC) had allocated FPO members are farmers.
clusters for 2020-21 to all implementing
agencies.
Initially there will be three implementing agencies to form and promote FPOs, namely Small
Farmers Agri-business Consortium (SFAC), National Cooperative Development Corporation
(NCDC) and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).NAFED has been
appointed as the 4th national implementing agency.
States may also, if so desire, nominate their implementing agency in consultation with the
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers’ Welfare (DAC&FW).
FPOs will be developed by specialist Cluster Based Business Organizations (CBBOs) engaged
by implementing agencies.
NAFED, through CBBOs and the Indian Society of Agribusiness Professionals (ISAP) has
initiated the formation and promotion of FPOs of beekeepers and honey collectors in 5
states of India.
These 5 locations are East Champaran (Bihar), Morena (Madhya Pradesh), Bharatpur
(Rajasthan), Mathura (Uttar Pradesh) and Sunderbans (West Bengal).
The first Honey FPO has been registered in the state of Madhya Pradesh under the National
Beekeeping and Honey Mission (NBHM).

BENEFITS
 Skill Up gradation in scientific beekeeping
 State of the art infrastructural facilities for processing honey and allied beekeeping
products like bee’s wax, propolis, royal jelly, bee venom, etc.
 Quality up gradation by quality control laboratories.
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Better supply chain management by improving collection, storage, bottling and marketing
centres.
Promotion and Formation of FPOs is the first step for converting Krishi into Atmanirbhar
Krishi.

Other Efforts by Government to Promote
National Bee Board
Beekeeping
 SFAC registered the NBB as a society
 Government is promoting beekeeping as
under the Societies Registration Act,
part of its aim to double farmers’ income
1860 in 2000 and it was reconstituted
and ensure tribal upliftment.
(with the secretary as chairman) in June
 The Government has allocated Rs. 500
2006.
crores towards beekeeping under the Objective:
Atmanirbhar Abhiyan.
 Overall development of beekeeping by
 Apiary on Wheels: It is a unique concept
promoting scientific beekeeping in India
designed by the Khadi and Village
to increase the productivity of crops
through pollination and increase the
Industries Commission (KVIC) for the easy
honey production for increasing the
upkeep and migration of Bee Boxes
income of the beekeepers/farmers.
having live Bee colonies.

Presently NBB is implementing National
 The National Bee Board has created four
Horticulture
Mission
(NHM)
and
modules to impart training as part of the
Horticulture Mission for North East and
NBHM. Under it, 30 lakh farmers have
Himalayan State (HMNEM).
been trained in beekeeping and are also
being financially supported by the
Government.
 The Government launched NBHM as part of ‘Sweet Revolution’. The 'Sweet Revolution' was
launched in 2016 to promote beekeeping and associated activities.

2.10 MORATORIUM ON LAKSHMI VILAS BANK
CONTEXT:


Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to impose a 30-day moratorium on
Chennai-based Lakshmi Vilas Bank Ltd (LVB).

BACKGROUND:




LVB was placed under the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework in September 2019
considering the breach of PCA thresholds as on 31st March, 2019.
The RBI has specified certain regulatory trigger points, as a part of prompt corrective
action (PCA) Framework.
The RBI had come to the conclusion that in the absence of a credible revival plan, with a
view to protect depositors’ interest, there is no alternative but to apply to a moratorium
under section 45 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.

CHALLENGES FACED BY LVB:
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Domino Effect of Yes Bank Crisis: The LVB episode started unfolding after the RBI and
banks led by State Bank of India bailed out fraud-hit Yes Bank in March 2020.
On the same lines, Punjab and Maharashtra Cooperative Bank was hit by a loan scam
highlighting the riskiness of banks, especially cooperative banks.
Declining Net Worth: The financial position of the LVB has undergone a steady decline,
with continuous losses over the last three years eroding the bank’s net worth.
Inadequacy to Raise Capital: LVB has not been able to raise adequate capital to address
the issues and was also experiencing the continuous withdrawal of deposits and low levels
of liquidity.
Governance Issues: Serious governance issues in recent years have led to a deterioration
in the performance of the bank.
Lack of Promoters: The functioning of LVB, along many such banks, has been under
scrutiny as most of them do not have strong promoters, making them targets for mergers.
Rising NPAs: Its gross non-performing assets (NPAs) stood 25.4% of its advances as of June
2020, as against 17.3% in 2019. Due to which, it was unable to raise capital to shore up its
balance sheet.

MEASURES TAKEN BY RBI:








The RBI monitors the performance of private banks and large Non-Banking Financial
Companies (NBFCs).
On LVB, it has imposed a moratorium whose cash withdrawal limit has been capped at Rs.
25,000.
It has also put in place a draft scheme for its amalgamation with DBS Bank India.
One safety net for small depositors is the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation (DICGC), an RBI subsidiary, which gives insurance cover on up to Rs. 5 lakh
deposits in banks.
RBI may ask for capital infusion by other banks and financial institutions, putting in
equity capital in the reconstructed entity.
Budget 2019 had announced a Rs. 70,000 crore bank recapitalisation programme to help
Public Sector Banks shore up their capital reserves and enhance credit flow into the
economy.

WAY FORWARD




In September 2020, an expert committee headed by K V Kamath came out with
recommendations on the financial parameters required for a one-time loan restructuring
window for corporate borrowers.
The crisis provides an opportunity for the various stakeholders to review their existing
frameworks and revise them accordingly suiting to timely needs.

2.11 PRODUCTION LINKED INCENTIVES (PLI)
WHY IN NEWS?


The Union Cabinet has given its approval to introduce the Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) Scheme in 10 more sectors for enhancing India’s manufacturing capabilities and
exports (Atmanirbhar Bharat).
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Earlier, the government had announced a production linked incentive or PLI scheme for
medical devices, mobile phones and specified active pharmaceutical ingredients, with a
proposed outlay of Rs. 51,311 crore.

PLI SCHEME:



A scheme that aims to give companies incentives on incremental sales from products
manufactured in domestic units.
The scheme invites foreign companies to set units in India, however, it also aims to
encourage local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units.

EXPANSION OF PLI SCHEME TO 10 MORE SECTORS:









The ten sectors include food processing, telecom, electronics, textiles, specialty steel,
automobiles and auto components, solar photo-voltaic modules and white goods such as
air conditioners and LEDs.
The sectors had been identified on the basis of their potential to create jobs and make
India self-reliant.
The PLI scheme for these ten sectors will be operational for five years with a total
estimated outlay of Rs 1.45 lakh crore.
The PLI scheme will be implemented by the concerned ministries/departments.
Savings from one PLI scheme of an approved sector can be utilized to fund another
sector.
The scheme for these sectors will be in addition to the PLI schemes for mobile phones
and allied equipment manufacturing, pharmaceutical ingredients and medical devices.
Several more pharmaceutical products have been brought under the aegis of the PLI
scheme, including complex generics, anti-cancer and diabetic drugs, in-vitro diagnostic
devices and special empty capsules.

BENEFITS:


The PLI scheme across these 10 key specific sectors will make Indian manufacturers
globally competitive, attract investment in the areas of core competency and cuttingedge technology; ensure efficiencies; create economies of scale; enhance exports and
make India an integral part of the global supply chain.

PUSH TO DIGITAL ECONOMY:



India is expected to have a USD 1 trillion digital economy by 2025.
Additionally, the Government's push for data localization, Internet of Things, projects
such as Smart City and Digital India are expected to increase the demand for electronic
products.

INCREASE EXPORTS:




The Indian pharmaceutical industry is the third largest in the world by volume and 14th
largest in terms of value. It contributes 3.5% of the total drugs and medicines exported
globally.
India is the world's second largest steel producer in the world. It is a net exporter of
finished steel. A PLI scheme in Specialty Steel will help in enhancing manufacturing
capabilities for value added steel leading to increase in total exports.
P a g e 48 | 86



Specialty steel is made by adding various elements to iron, to achieve various properties,
such as heat resistance, hardness, and corrosion resistance.

SECURE TELECOM INFRASTRUCTURE:


Telecom equipment forms a critical and strategic element of building a secured telecom
infrastructure and India aspires to become a major original equipment manufacturer of
telecom and networking products.

DOUBLING FARMERS’ INCOME:


The growth of the processed food industry leads to better price for farmers and reduces
high levels of wastage.

WAY FORWARD:






Growth in production and exports of industrial goods will greatly expose the Indian
industry to foreign competition and ideas, which will help in improving its capabilities to
innovate further.
Promotion of the manufacturing sector and creation of a conducive manufacturing
ecosystem will not only enable integration with global supply chains but also establish
backward linkages with the MSME sector in the country.
It will lead to overall growth in the economy and create huge employment opportunities.

P a g e 49 | 86

3. INTERNATIONAL RELATION
3.1 APEC VIRTUAL MEET
CONTEXT:



Recently, a virtual meeting of the 21-member Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum was
held.
The meeting was hosted by Malaysia. New Zealand will also host next year's APEC meetings virtually
due to the pandemic.

ABOUT APEC:








APEC is Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, a premier forum for facilitating economic growth,
cooperation, trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.
It was established in 1989 to further enhance economic growth and prosperity for the region and
to strengthen the Asia- Pacific community. It is an example of Open Regionalism and operates on
the basis of non-binding commitments, open dialogue and equal respect for the views of all
participants
In 1993, an APEC Secretariat was established in Singapore to support the activities of the forum.
Since then APEC has become the premier forum for facilitating economic growth, cooperation,
trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific region.
Presently there are 21 member of APEC
India is not member of APEC

3.2 G20 SUMMIT
CONTEXT:


Recently, at the G20 summit held virtually India called for a “New Global Index” for the postCorona world.

MORE ABOUT NEW GLOBAL INDEX


New Global Index will be based on 4 pillars of
o Talent,
o Technology,
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o Transparency and
o Trusteeship towards the planet.
Talent
o The focus must shift to multi-skilling and reskilling from capital and finance to create a
vast human talent pool.
o India’s New Education policy and programmes such as Pradhan Mantri Innovative Learning
Program (DHRUV) are well aligned with this element.
Technology:
o Ensuring that technology reaches all segments of the society and the value of new
technologies should be measured by their benefit to humanity.
o Digitial India and E-governance campaigns of India have increased people's access to
technology and other government services.

Transparency
o Reforms such as Right to Information and Ease of Doing Business promote transparency in
governance in India.
Trusteeship:
CARBON FOOTPRINT
o The world should deal with the environment
 A carbon footprint is the amount of
and nature as trustees rather than owners
greenhouse gases—primarily carbon
which would inspire us towards a holistic and
dioxide—released
into
the
healthy lifestyle.
atmosphere
by
a
particular
human
o Climate change must be fought not in silos but
activity.
in an integrated, comprehensive and holistic

It is usually measured as tons of CO2
way.
emitted per year, a number that can
o A principle whose benchmark could be a per
be supplemented by tons of CO2capita carbon footprint. A carbon footprint is
equivalent
gases,
including
the amount of greenhouse gases primarily
methane,
nitrous
oxide,
and
other
carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere
greenhouse gases.
by a particular human activity.

G20 BASICS







The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an
international forum for the governments and
central bank governors from 19 countries and
the European Union (EU).
Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss
policy pertaining to the promotion of
international financial stability, the G20 has
expanded its agenda since 2008 and heads of
government or heads of state, as well as
finance ministers, foreign ministers and think
tanks, have periodically conferred at summits
ever since.
It seeks to address issues that go beyond the
responsibilities of any one country.
With the G20 growing in stature after its
inaugural leaders' summit in 2008
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3.3 TIBETAN PARLIAMENT-IN-EXILE (TPIE)
CONTEXT:
 Over 1.3 lakh Tibetans living in exile and settled across India and other parts of the globe shall be
electing their next Parliament-in-Exile, called Central Tibetan Administration, and it’s head in May
2021
MORE ABOUT Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (TPiE)
 The Speaker and a Deputy Speaker head the Tibetan Parliament-in-exile. The 16th TPiE had 45
members.
 The Central Tibetan Administration exists and functions on the basis of the Constitution of the
Tibetan government called the ‘The Charter of the Tibetans in Exile’. In 1991, The Constitution
Redrafting Committee instituted by the Dalai Lama prepared the Charter for Tibetans in exile. The
Dalai Lama approved it on June 28, 1991.
 According to the CTA’s Election Commission, nearly 80,000 Tibetans living outside Tibet have
registered for voting so far, including roughly 56,000 living in India and 24,000 in other countries.
 TPiE is not recognised officially by any country, including India. But, a number of countries
including the United States of America and European nations deal directly with the president of
the Central Tibetan Administration and other Tibetan leaders through various forums.
 The TPiE claims its democratically-elected character helps it manage Tibetan affairs and raise the
Tibetan issue across the world.

3.4 THE SHIFTING TRAJECTORY OF INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY
CONTEXT


The Third India-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue between the Foreign and Defence Ministers of India
and the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defence took place in Delhi on October 26-27.

KEY OUTCOME OF THE MEETING






The signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) for Geo-Spatial Cooperation
The two-day meeting also discussed steps to take existing bilateral cooperation, including ‘military
to military cooperation, secure communication systems and information sharing, defence trade and
industrial issues’, to a new level.
With the signing of BECA, India is now a signatory to all U.S.-related foundational military
agreements (LEMOA signed in 2016 and COMCASA signed in 2018)
Welded together, the foundational military pacts effectively tie India to the wider U.S. strategic
architecture in the region.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE MILITARY PACTS




Apprehensions about India’s Military Independence: Previous attempts to sign these agreements
were resisted on the ground that it would compromise India’s security and independence in military
matters.
Strategic Autonomy will henceforth sound hollow: Built into the agreements are provisions for a
two-way exchange of information that is not aligned with India’s stance on maintaining strategic
autonomy.
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Pulled into wider Anti-China Coalition: The U.S. makes little secret of the fact that the primary
push for getting India to sign the foundational agreements was the threat posed by China, and by
appending its signature India has signed on to becoming part of the wider anti-China ‘coalition of
the willing’.
Non-neutrality in Power Politics: India has effectively jettisoned its previous policy of neutrality,
and of maintaining its equi-distance from power blocs (US and China).
Impacts Indo–Russia Relationship: The impact of India signing on to U.S.-related foundational
military agreements, cannot but impact India-Russia relations, which has been a staple of India’s
foreign policy for more than half a century.

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF SIGNING THESE PACTS AND DEEPENING INDIA-US TIES




It is argued that there are enough India-specific safeguards built into the pacts, and there is no
reason for concern.
It may be argued that the new policy is essentially a pragmatic one, in keeping with the current
state of global disorder.
It could even be argued that an ideologically agnostic attitude is better suited to the prevailing
circumstances of today.

IMPACT ON CHINA – MAINTAINING PEACE A TOUGHER CHALLENGE









China-India relations have never been easy. Since 1988, India has pursued a policy which put a
premium on an avoidance of conflicts with China.
Even after Doklam in 2017, India saw virtue in the Wuhan and Mamallapuram discourses, to maintain
better relations. This will now become increasingly problematic as India gravitates towards the U.S.
sphere of influence.
India’s willingness to sign foundational military agreements with the U.S., to obtain high grade
intelligence and other sensitive information, would suggest that India has made its choice, which
can only exacerbate already deteriorating China-India relations.
Several of India’s neighbours (Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh), normally perceived to be within
India’s sphere of influence, currently seem to be out of step with India’s approach on many issues.
At the same time, both China and the U.S. separately, seem to be making inroads and enlarging
their influence here.
The Maldives, for instance, has chosen to enter into a military pact with the U.S. to counter Chinese
expansionism in the Indian Ocean region.

WAY AHEAD






West Asia: India needs to ensure, through deft diplomatic handling, that the latest UAE-Israel
linkage does not adversely impact India’s interests in the region. India also needs to devote greater
attention to try and restore India-Iran ties which have definitely frayed in recent years.
Afghanistan: India must decide how a shift in policy at this time would serve India’s objectives in
Afghanistan, considering the tremendous investment it has made in recent decades to shore up
democracy in that country.
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO): India, again, will need to try and square the circle when
it comes to its membership of the SCO, considering its new relationship with the U.S.
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Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): Likewise, even though India currently has a detached outlook, visà-vis the NAM, and has increasingly distanced itself from the African and Latin American group in
terms of policy prescriptions, matters could get aggravated, following India’s new alliance patterns
Russia: India can hardly hope to count on Russia as a strategic ally at a time, when Russia-China
relations have vastly expanded and a strategic congruence exists between the two countries. India
will need to handle with skill and dexterity its relationship with Russia.

CONCLUSION


New Delhi’s diplomatic skills will be tested now that the country is effectively a part of the U.S.’s
security architecture

3.5 SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION (SCO)
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, Russian President chaired the 20th Summit of SCO Council of Heads of State held in virtual
format

INDIA'S COMMITTMENT IN MEETING
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Highlighted the imperative of a reformed multilateralism to meet the expectation of a world
suffering from social and financial after- effects of the pandemic
PM Modi retierated india's firm belief in regional peace, security and prosperity and raising voice
against terrorism smuggling of illegal weapons, drugs and money laundering.
Prime Minister underlined India’s strong cultural and historical connect with the SCO region and
reiterated India’s firm commitment towards strengthening connectivity in the region with
initiatives like International North-South Transport Corridor, Chabahar Port and Ashgabat
Agreement
India extended full support to observing the 20th anniversary of SCO in 2021 as the "SCO Year of
Culture.”
India announced that in 2021, the National Museum of India will hold an exhibition on the Buddhist
heritage of the SCO countries.
India proposed to set up a Special Working Group on Innovation and Startups and a Sub Group on
Traditional Medicine within SCO.

ABOUT THE SCO





It is a permanent intergovernmental political, economic and military organization founded in
Shanghai in 2001.
Regional development and security issues (terrorism, ethnic separatism and religious extremism)
are its main focus.
Russian and Mandarin are presently used as official and working languages in the SCO.
Working of the SCO is underpinned by the “SHANGHAI SPIRIT” which is about mutual trust, mutual
benefit, equality, consultation, respect for cultural diversity and pursuit of common development.

RELEVANCE OF THE SCO FOR INDIA
 Controlling regional terrorism: SCO’s defence-centric structures and activities of RATS have
achieved considerable successes in curbing regional terrorism.
 Participant in the political dynamics of Afghanistan: It is likely that after the withdrawal of US
and NATO forces from Afghanistan SCO will start playing a more prominent role.The SCOAfghanistan Contact Group which was suspended in 2009 has also resumed working since 2017. Thus
SCO would provide a platform to India for engaging in the Afghanistan’s political dynamics.
 Political: At annual summit of the SCO India gets opportunity to renew bilateral ties with regional
countries.
o The forum also provides India greater visibility in the affairs of the Eurasian region.
o India can also scuttle influence of Pakistan in Central Asia.
 SCO also makes India an active key stakeholder in shaping the dynamics of politically fragile, Central
Asian Region (CAR) which is also seen as a fertile ground for terrorism and drug trafficking.
 Economic: CAR is rich in iron-ore, coal, oil, gas, gold, lead, zinc, molybdenum, uranium, gold, gas
and energy etc. India’s economic diplomacy in SCO is focused less on Russia, China and Pakistan
and more on CARs.
 Connectivity: India’s pending energy projects like the TAPI (Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-PakistanIndia) pipeline, IPI (Iran-Pakistan-India) pipeline, and CASA (Central Asia-South Asia)-1000
electricity transmission projects all of which are blocked due to Pakistan may get a much needed
push through the SCO.
CHALLENGES FOR INDIA IN THE SCO
 Dominance of China: SCO is a China dominated organisation. Barring India, the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) has been endorsed by all the members. BRI is a concern for India as China-Pakistan
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Economic Corridor (CPEC) grossly violates India’s sovereignty. China may try to limit and balance
India’s influence in the region by supporting Pakistan.
Controlling Pakistan Sponsored terrorism: China has always condoned Pakistan’s link with terrorist
activities in India. SCO may not prove very effective in controlling Pakistan sponsored terrorism.
Trust deficit: Growing closeness of Russia and China adds to the difficulties that India faces due to
China. Pakistan axis in the SCO. Other member countries are also well disposed towards Pakistan.
This puts India at the risk of being isolated in the organization.
Lack of connectivity with Central Asia and beyond: A major impediment in connectivity with
Central Asia and Eurasia remains the strategic denial of direct land connectivity between India and
Afghanistan and beyond by Pakistan. India’s bilateral trade with Central Asia stands at about $2
billion against over $50 billion of China’s.

WAY AHEAD FOR INDIA
 Maintain an independent voice against China’s dominance: On BRI India has articulated its view
that connectivity projects must respect the sovereignty, and territorial integrity.
 India-Russia diplomatic relations and India’s cultural and historical connect with the CAR could be
leveraged for promoting India’s interests in the SCO.
 Revitalise connectivity projects: The opening of Chabahar port and entry into Ashgabat agreement
should be utilized for a stronger presence in Eurasia.
 A clear focus on operationalizing International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is needed.
This will pave the way for enlarging economic clout in the central Asia which in turn makes India
indispensable in the region.
 Constructively engage Pakistan: Recently Russia, at the request of the Indian, has decided not to
enter into an arms relationship with Pakistan. India should mobilize opinion in the SCO to ensure
its connectivity projects to extended neighbours are unblocked by Pakistan.
 Play a constructive role: India could play a role in de-radicalisation of youths in Central Asia. It
should also leverage its soft power to enhance its spheres of engagements in the field of culture,
cuisine, education etc. This will ensure India does not get isolated in the organization.

3.6 37TH ASEAN AND RCEP
WHY IN NEWS?



Recently, the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) has come into
existence on the sidelines of the 37th ASEAN Summit.
It has laid down the path for restarting discussion that had failed to admit India earlier
and said “new” developments would be taken into consideration if India re-applies.

REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP:






It consists of 10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members, as well as South
Korea, China, Japan, Australia and New Zealand.
It excludes the USA, which withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in 2017.
Negotiations over the RCEP deal began in 2012. India was also part of the negotiations
but it pulled out in 2019 over concerns that lower tariffs could hurt local producers.
Members of the RCEP make up nearly a third of the world's population and account for
29% of global gross domestic product (GDP).
The China-backed group will emerge as the largest free trade agreement (FTA) in the
world surpassing both the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement and the European Union (EU).
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It is expected to eliminate a range of tariffs on imports within 20 years and also includes
provisions on intellectual property, telecommunications, financial services, e-commerce
and professional services.
Under RCEP, parts from any member nation would be treated equally, which might give
companies in RCEP countries an incentive to look within the trade region for suppliers.
Businesses with global supply chains might face tariffs even within an FTA because their
products contain components that are made elsewhere.
The deal could increase global national income by USD 186 billion annually by 2030 and
add 0.2% to the economy of its member states.
However, some analysts think the deal is likely to benefit China, Japan and South Korea
more than other member states.
However, it could be some time before any country sees the benefits, because six Asean
nations and three other nations have to ratify it before it takes effect.
Ratification will likely be tricky in national parliaments, owing to both anti-trade and
anti-China sentiments among the countries.

SIGNIFICANCE FOR CHINA:




The beginning of RCEP is a major development that will help China and trade in the AsiaPacific region in the post-Covid-19 scenario.
It will give China access to Japanese and South Korean markets in a big way, as the three
countries have not yet agreed on their FTA.
While China already has a number of bilateral trade agreements, this is the first time it
has signed up to a regional multilateral trade pact.

INDIA’S STAND:










While addressing the ASEAN Summit, India highlighted the necessity for peace and
stability in the region but maintained silence regarding RCEP as it is not very welcoming
of the China-backed grouping in the light of the ongoing military tension in eastern
Ladakh along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
In the meantime, India held Malabar Exercise with Japan and the USA for the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) which was interpreted as an anti-China move.
However, these moves did not influence Japanese and Australian plans regarding RCEP.
India ended negotiation on RCEP over terms that were perceived to be against its
interests.
One of the major concerns for India was inadequate protection against surges in imports
as its industry had fears that signing RCEP would allow cheaper products from China to
flood the market in India.
The extended power to China could lead to actions and incidents eroding trust in the
maritime region disrespecting the territorial integrity and sovereignty.
For example, the ongoing tensions at LAC and Chinese activities in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir.

RCEP on India’s Membership:


India, as an original negotiating participant of the RCEP, has the option of joining the
agreement without having to wait 18 months as stipulated for new members in the terms
of the pact.
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RCEP signatory states plan to commence negotiations with India once it submits a request
of its intention to join the pact "in writing", and it may participate in meetings as an
observer prior to its accession.

WAY FORWARD:





The mega trade bloc is a landmark trade initiative which is expected to boost commerce
among the member-countries spread across the Asia-Pacific region.
India needs to keep its interests on the table as the road to further expansion of its
exports to RCEP member nations is very much still open, given that India already has
trade and investment agreements with 12 of them.
Utilising existing agreements better while proactively exploring new opportunities in
other geographies will diversify both Indian markets as well as an export basket.

3.7 ORGANIZATION OF THE PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC)
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WHY IN NEWS?


The OPEC Secretariat hosted the 4th HighLevel Meeting of the OPEC - India Dialogue
via video conference.

ABOUT MEETING








The meeting focused on the implications of
COVID-19, discussing the repercussions of
the pandemic and its significant impact on
both the world economy and energy
markets, including oil and the post-COVID
scenario.
OPEC reiterated that India’s support for
the producer-consumer dialogue has
greatly contributed to the Organization’s
success in pursuing the sustainability of the
oil market.
During the dialogue, India invited OPEC
member countries to investing establishing
6.5 MMT of commercial-cum-strategic
petroleum storage under a PPP model.
Meeting also addressed the issue of Asian
Premium and term contracts.

ASIAN PREMIUM
 Asian Premium is the extra charge being
collected by OPEC countries from Asian
countries when selling oil, and India has
been voicing its dissent against this
practice.
 It has its roots in the establishment of
market oriented crude pricing in 1986.
 There are 3 important benchmarks in global
market, representing the cost of oil
produced in respective geographies.
o Brent: Light sweet oil representative
of European market
o West Texas Intermediate (WTI): US
market
o Dubai/Oman: Middle East and Asian
Market.
 The US and Europe has an advantage
because their markets and prices were
based on future trading and reflected every
trend in the crude market. On the other
hand,
since
Asia
represented
by
Dubai/Oman do not have any derivative
trading, doesn’t have that edge.
 Hence, price charged from Asian countries
remained $1-$2 dollar higher than that
from Europe and the US. This price
differential is termed as ‘Asian Premium’.

Issues in India OPEC relation
 Sanctions on Iran: Various member
countries of OPEC along with the US are
creating pressure to cut down the imports
from Iran that has raised serious supply
concerns for India.
 Asian Premium: Saudi Arabia meanwhile charges premium; the extra charge being
collected by OPEC countries from Asian countries when selling oil.
 Depletion of forex: Major trade with OPEC member states is in US dollar or Euro, which
reduces the forex reserve of India.
 Market instability: Due to competition and production adjustment there is fluctuation in
oil prices that makes hard to maintain stability of rupee and import management.
CONCLUSION
 OPEC should do away with discriminatory Asian Premium pricing mechanism to make global
level playing pricing mechanism. Also there is need to use rupee instead of dollar or euro
to buy crude oil to reduce the current account deficit and improving the trade with the
OPEC member countries.

4. ENVIRONMENT
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4.1 CHINESE DAM PROJECTS ON BRAHMAPUTRA
CONTEXT




China
is
planning
another dam on the
Brahmaputra, a river
that it is using to hydrate
its drier regions.
The new dam will come
up at just 30 km from
the India-China border
along Arunchal Pradesh.
China has already built
several dams on the
Brahmaputra as well as
the Indus systems.

Concerns
project









about

Chinese

Control of Water- China
could use the dam to
control the flow of the
river’s
water
into
northeast India, either
shutting off water supply
to create a scarcity or
suddenly releasing it to
trigger flash floods.
Opacity
of
Chinese
Government
the
Chinese have not been
transparent about their
dam-building activity.
For instance, Beijing
repeatedly denied plans
to build a dam at Zangmu
for several years, then went ahead with the construction of a hydropower project there.
Storage of Water - China insists that the dams are and will continue to be run-of-river projects,
wherein water will be returned to the river after use. India’s concerns are that these dams are
large enough to be converted and used as storage dams, especially if the purpose is flood control
and irrigation (as is the case with Zangmu Dam).
Effect on Fertility of Soil - There is much apprehension that the Brahmaputra may lose the silt,
which makes the plains in its basin fertile, because of sediment trapping in the dams.
Earthquake prone area - all hydropower projects, particularly around the Great Bend, are
located in a highly volatile tectonic zone. Their proximity to known geological fault lines,
where Indian Plate collides with the Eurasian Plate, makes them extremely earthquake -prone.
In 2008, the Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River gave way under the stress of an earthquake
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(7.9 on the Richter scale) in the eastern rim of Tibet, resulting in loss of many lives. This raises
serious concerns about risks posed by big dams built in such seismically sensitive areas.
Quality of water will be affected - In building its dams, China has also polluted its rivers. The
quality of water that flows downstream into India needs to be taken into account. The disruption
of natural flood cycles of the river could also adversely affect the rich geo-environmental and biophysical settings in India’s northeast.
No respect for International law - China had refused to sign and ratify the Helsinki Rules too.
The gist of the Helsinki Rules is that each state within an international drainage basin has the
right to a reasonable and equitable part of the beneficial use of the basin waters.
Ecological impact - The Assam government had said that the Siang river (Brahmaputra's name in
Arunachal) was turning black with pollutants and samples of the Brahmaputra at Tezpur revealed
that the water contained a large amount of mineral properties. Even experts have pointed out that
dam construction could cause the river to lose its silt and lead to a reduction in agriculture
productivity.

Way Forward







Safeguarding India’s interests - India is not taking any chances this time and has already started
planning a multipurpose 10,000 MW hydropower project in Arunachal Pradesh. This projects need
to be implemented in fast track manner. There is need to change perception of India plans but
effective execution done by china
Decentralized water units on both sides - Building a decentralized network of check dams, raincapturing lakes and using traditional means of water capture have shown effective results in
restoring the ecological balance while supporting the populations of the regions in a sustainable
manner.
Cooperation with Bangladesh - India must coopt with Bangladesh, with whom India has good
relations to tackle Chinese issue.
Water sharing agreement - India and China do not have a water-sharing agreement and they
should work upon it.

4.2 GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST FLOOD (GLOF)
CONTEXT


Using remote sensing data, researchers from Germany have mapped the evolution of Gya glacial
lake outburst flood (GLOF) of 2014 in Ladakh.

BACKGROUND
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Report by researcher’s mentions that cause of GLOF was not a spill over due to an avalanche or
landslide, rather there was a thawing of
the ice cores in the moraine which
drained through the subsurface tunnels.
Moraine is any accumulation of
unconsolidated
debris,
sometimes
referred to as glacial till, that has been
previously carried along by a glacier or ice
sheet.
Researchers noted that such thawing of
ice cores may accelerate in the future
due to climate change, and there is an
urgent need to use multiple methods for better risk assessment and early warning.
According to report, bathymetric studies are needed to analyse lake volumes and its dynamics.
New, technologies can also be put to understand the stability of the moraines, but also need to
asses land use planning.

ABOUT GLACIAL LAKES AND GLOFS
 Glacial lakes are ice-dammed, moraine-dammed, and bedrock-dammed lakes.These lakes are
formed by the trapping of melt water from the glacier within dammed structure.
 Due to global warming glaciers are retreating and glacier lakes are expanding in the size and
numbers.
 Glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) is a sudden release of a significant amount of water retained in
a glacial lake, irrespective of the cause.
 The formation of moraine-dammed glacial lakes and glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) is major
concern in the Himalayan states of India.
FACTORS TRIGGERING GLOFS
 Rapid slope movement into the lake: Fast slope movement (slides, falls and avalanches) into the
lake produces displacement waves which, in turn overtop the dam or cause direct rupture of the
dam.
 Increased water inflow into a lake due to heavy rainfall/snowmelt & cascading processes (flood
from a lake situated upstream)
 Earthquake: The direct mechanism of earthquake-triggered lake outburst floods is dam rupture and
failure.
 Long-term dam degradation: Successive changes in the internal structure of the dam leading to
increased hydrostatic pressure induced by basal ice melting that results in dam failure.
 Black carbon: Due to incomplete combustion of fossil fuels, wood and other fuels amount of black
carbon is increasing, which reduces the albedo of earth and melts the glaciers.
 Anthropogenic activities: Mass tourism, developmental interventions such as roads and hydropower
projects and the practice of slash and burn type of farming in certain pockets of the Indian
Himalayan region.
IMPACT OF GLOFS
 Societal Impact: The sudden and intense flooding that results can cause destruction and disruption
of property, infrastructure and deaths.
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Impact on ocean circulation and climate: Sudden release of an extremely large amount of cold
freshwater into the ocean reduces the salinity of the surface layer and subsequently alters ocean
circulation. This also influence the associated climate.
Geomorphological impact: GLOFs, have significant potential to influence erosion-accumulation
interactions and sediment dynamics, like bank and depth erosion of the stream/river channel,
meander shift, replacement of existing channels and formation of new ones or formation of
erosional terraces etc.

STEPS TAKEN TO ALLEVIATE THREAT OF GLOF
 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) among many other Organisations are engaged in glacial
lake monitoring and water bodies in the Himalayan region of Indian River Basins.
 National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) guidelines for management of Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs):
 Hazard and risk mapping: Hazard and risk assessment provide the basis for prioritising, designing,
and implementing risk management strategies, and is therefore considered to be a cornerstone of
Disaster Risk Management.
 Monitoring, risk reduction and mitigation measures: Early Warning Systems (EWS) are commonly
agreed upon as the most effective approach to disaster risk red.
 Awareness and preparedness: Building awareness and strengthening preparedness can be effective
on short, mid, and longer time. In particular, attention should be given to the most vulnerable
members of society, including women, children, disabled, elderly, and marginalised communities
 Capacity development: A successful and sustainable implementation of the framework for GLOF
risk assessment and management requires scientific, management, engineering and institutional
capacities. Efforts to develop capacities should focus both on training and strengthening academic
education in relevant disciplines from natural and social sciences.
 Disaster response: Well-established disaster response procedures at national, state district, and
community levels. Also, response strategies need to consider a multi-hazard perspective,
considering access and evacuation routes and relief camps.
 Research and development: Repeated monitoring using advanced space-borne and terrestrial
technology is required for regular re-assessment of lakes across the entire Himalayan region.
 Action plan and implementation: Comprehensive disaster management plans will be prepared at
the National, State and District levels.
 Sikkim has installed a Lake monitoring and information System (water level Sensor) at South
Lhonak lake. The sensor gives the water level of the lake and also monitored the lake level when
there is sudden fluctuation in water level. Also high density polyethylene (HDPE) pipes have been
installed to siphon off water from the glacial lake.

4.3 SAFFRON
CONTEXT


The saffron bowl, which was so far confined to Kashmir, may soon expand to the North East of
India. Plants from seeds transported from Kashmir to Sikkim and acclimatized there are now
flowering in Yangyang in the Southern part of the North-East state.

ABOUT:
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Saffron production has long been restricted to a limited geographical area in the Union territory of
Jammu & Kashmir. Pampore region, in India, commonly known as Saffron bowl of Kashmir, is the
main contributor to saffron production, followed by Budgam, Srinagar, and Kishtiwar districts.
Though the National Mission on Saffron focused on several measures to improve its farming, the
measures were still limited to the specified areas of Kashmir.
North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR), an autonomous body under the
Department of Science & Technology, Government of India supported a pilot project to explore the
feasibility of growing saffron in North East region of India, with the same quality and higher
quantity.
The Botany and Horticulture department of Sikkim Central University carried out tests to
understand the soil and actual pH conditions of Yangyang of Sikkim and found it comparable to
saffron growing places of Kashmir.

4.4 SUBDUED NORTHEAST MONSOON
WHY IN NEWS?
 Rainfall over the southern peninsular region of India has been deficient so far which indicates that
the northeast monsoon has remained dull this year.
Reasons for deficient rainfall this Northeast monsoon
• Prevailing La Niña conditions in the Pacific Ocean: La Niña conditions enhance the rainfall
associated with the Southwest monsoon, but has a negative impact on rainfall associated with the
Northeast monsoon.
• Inter Tropical Convective Zone (ITCZ): The current position of the ITCZ has also contributed to
the poor rainfall during the ongoing monsoon season. Currently, the ITCZ is located to the north of
its normal position.
Northeast monsoon
 The Northeast monsoon occurs during
October to December. It is confined to the
Southern peninsula. It is also called the
winter monsoon.
 Northeast monsoon is important for Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Yanam, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, north interior
Karnataka, Mahe and Lakshadweep.
 Tamil Nadu records about 48% of its annual
rainfall during these months, making it the
key factor for undertaking agricultural
activities.
 Some South Asian countries such as
Maldives, Sri Lanka and Myanmar, too,
record rainfall during October to December.

La Niña
 La Niña (Spanish for ‘little girl’) refers to the
large-scale cooling of the ocean surface
temperatures in the central and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean, along with
changes in the tropical atmospheric
circulation.
 It usually has the opposite impacts on
weather and climate as El Niño, which is the
warm phase of the so-called El Niño
Southern Oscillation (ENSO).
ITCZ
 The ITCZ is a low-pressure belt, whose
northward and southward movements along
the equator determine the precipitation in
the tropics
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4.5 CLIMATE CHANGE KNOWLEDGE PORTAL
WHY IN NEWS?
 Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched the ‘India Climate
Change Knowledge Portal’.
 Objective: The Portal will help in disseminating knowledge among citizens about all the major
steps the Government is taking at both national and international levels to address climate change
issues.
 Benefit: It will be a single point Information resource which provides information on the different
climate initiatives taken by various Line Ministries enabling users to access updated status on these
initiatives.

COMPONENTS:
The eight major components included in the knowledge portal are:
 India’s Climate Profile
o The northern part of the country is characterized as a continental climate with hot summers
and cold winters. The coastal regions of the country, however, experience warmer
temperatures with little variation throughout the year and frequent rainfall.
 National Policy Framework
o For Example In order to strengthen the implementation of environmentally sound
management of hazardous waste in the country, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has amended the Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management &
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016.
 India’s Nationally determined contributions (NDC) Goals
o NDC’s are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the achievement of these long-term
goals.
o NDC’s embody efforts by each country to reduce national emissions and adapt to the impacts
of climate change.
 Adaptation Actions
o To meet the high energy demand India is adapting to clean energy development. Example:
Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission which aims to increase the share of solar energy in
India.
 Mitigation Actions
o For example, to mitigate water issues Indian government launched the National Water
Mission.
 Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation
o The Paris climate deal is a great example of multilateral cooperation.
 International Climate Negotiations
 In the Conference of Parties (COP21) in Paris in 2015, India accepted 1.5 degrees Celsius as a target
limit for the increase in the global average temperature and announced an ambitious domestic
renewable energy programme.
 Reports & Publications
o For example, reports like Assessment of Climate Change over the Indian Region published
by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES).
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Other Initiatives to Fight Climate Change:
 National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): It is a five-year action plan with a tentative target of 2030% reduction in concentrations of PM10 and PM2.5 by 2024, with 2017 as the base year.
 India has also shifted from Bharat Stage-IV (BS-IV) to Bharat Stage-VI (BS-VI) emission norms from
1st April 2020 which was earlier to be adopted by 2024.
 It has distributed more than 360 million LED bulbs under the UJALA scheme, which has led to
energy saving of about 47 billion units of electricity per year and reduction of 38 million tonnes of
CO2 per year.
 International Solar Alliance: It is an Indian initiative conceived as a coalition of solar-resource-rich
countries (which lie either completely or partly between the tropic of Cancer and the tropic of
Capricorn) to address their special energy needs.
 The National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) was launched in 2008 which aims at creating
awareness among the representatives of the public, different agencies of the government,
scientists, industry and the communities on the threat posed by climate change and the steps to
counter it.

4.6 BLUE TIDE PHENOMENON OBSERVED IN MAHARASHTRA
WHY IN NEWS?
 Over the last few days, visitors to beaches in Maharashtra have witnessed the fluorescent
bluish glow when the waves hit the shoreline.
ABOUT
 The phenomenon is called ‘blue tide’.
 It appears when luminescent marine life makes the sea appear a deep shade of blue.
 It occurs when phytoplankton (microscopic marine plants), commonly known as
dinoflagellates, produce light through chemical reactions in proteins.
 Waves disturb these unicellular microorganisms and make them release blue light.
BIOLUMINESCENCE








Bioluminescence is the property of a living organism to produce and emit light.
Animals, plants, fungi and bacteria show bioluminescence.
A remarkable diversity of marine animals and microbes are able to produce their own light.
It is found in many marine organisms such as bacteria, algae, jellyfish, worms, crustaceans,
sea stars, fish and sharks.
Luminescence is generally higher in deep-living and planktonic organisms than in shallow
species.
It is an anti-predatory response.
Bioluminescence is assumed to startle predators, causing them to hesitate.

4.7 CYCLONE FORECAST
WHY IN NEWS?
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Cyclone Nivar, that barrelled through Tamil Nadu and brought copious rain in its wake, was the
third major cyclone to land on India’s coast this year, besides Amphan and Nisarga.
However, relatively fewer lives were lost compared to the havoc wreaked by Amphan in West
Bengal in May. What aided relief operations in the anticipation of Nivar was that it largely
conformed to forecasts issued by the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

HOW ARE CYCLONES BEING FORECASTED?
Over the years, India’s ability to track the formation of cyclones has improved significantly.
 Radar Network: There is a network of 21 doppler weather radars (DWR) in the country (12 along
the coast). Depending on where a storm is forming, these radars send pulses of radio waves to
gauge the size as well as the speed at which water droplets are moving.
 Real time feedback: The earlier generation
How radar works?
of radars was unable to track such progress
in real time, but with DWRs, now the base  The basics of radars is that a beam of
standard of weather radars, it is usually
energy, called radio waves, is emitted
possible to detect a potential storm at least
from an antenna. As they strike objects
four-five days in advance.
in the atmosphere, the energy is
 International Collaborations: The IMD also
scattered in all directions with some of
the energy reflected directly back to the
collaborates with similar international
radar.
networks, such as the Japan Meteorological
 The larger the object, the greater the
Agency, the U.S. National Hurricane Center,
amount of energy that is returned to the
and the U.S. Central Pacific Hurricane
radar. That provides us with the ability
Center, and these bodies constantly send
to “see” rain drops in the atmosphere.
warnings and forecasts about changes in the
 In addition, the time it takes for the
ocean weather.
beam of energy to be transmitted and
 Technologies that supplement radars: The
returned to the radar also provides us
near ubiquity of ocean-buoys that track
with the distance to that object.
changes in ocean sea surface temperatures as
well as dedicated meteorological satellites
improve the odds of early detection
HOW DIFFICULT WAS IT TO TRACK NIVAR’S PROGRESS?
 April-June and October-December are India’s cyclone seasons.
 The arriving monsoon, as well as its retreat, stir up the surrounding seas and generate cyclones.
 Though the Bay of Bengal is three times more likely to generate cyclones, the ones that originate
in the Arabian Sea are trickier, as the cyclone, while ostensibly moving away from India’s western
coast, can suddenly ‘recurve’ and move back in.
 A challenge with re-curving cyclones is that it is hard for weather models to pick them early on.
 There are also fewer radars along India’s west coast than the eastern coast, and all these reasons
make the Bay of Bengal cyclones more tractable.
 In this context, Nivar, because it conformed to a fairly predictable trajectory and was not super
cyclonic in intensity, gave State administrations in Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
time to prepare, and was far less damaging than Amphan.
 However, the cyclone season is not yet over and more systems are likely to form in the coming
weeks, according to the IMD.
HOW HAS DISASTER WARNING CHANGED?
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Tracking Depressions: The formation of cyclones is preceded by ‘depressions’, and they are often
the first warnings. Not all depressions become cyclones, but many coastal States — especially those
with a history of being battered — begin organising shelters and evacuation of coastal residents.
Suspension of advisories on fish catches: Sea pockets, where cyclones form, are also places that
drive schools of fish and lure fisherfolk. While meteorological agencies give advisories on where
fish-catches are likely, they suspend such advisories during storm formation to dissuade fishermen
from venturing out.
Penetration of Mobile Phones: The ubiquity of mobile communication makes it much easier to
quickly give warnings.
Collaboration with Urban Local Bodies: The IMD also issues flood forecast maps, in collaboration
with urban bodies that forecast which pockets in a city are likely to be flooded and where crop
damage is likely to be maximum.

4.8 YOUNG CHAMPIONS OF THE EARTH: UN
WHY IN NEWS?


A 29-year-old Indian entrepreneur is among the seven winners of the prestigious “Young
Champions of the Earth” 2020 prize given by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) to global change-makers using innovative ideas and ambitious action to help solve
some of the world’s most pressing environmental challenges.

IN DETAIL:






Introduced in 2017, Young Champions of the Earth aims to celebrate and support
individuals aged between 18 and 30 who have outstanding potential to create a positive
environmental impact.
In 2020, seven Young Champions of the Earth will be selected from each global region:
Africa, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, North America, West Asia and two from
Asia and the Pacific.
Each winner will receive:
o USD 10,000 in seed funding,
o Attendance at a high-level UN meeting,
o An introduction to dignitaries at the Champions of the Earth award ceremony,
o Publicity and recognition through interviews and online and global media.

INDIA’S WINNER OF 2020:







Vidyut Mohan, India: (Takachar). Harvesting value from agricultural waste.
Takachar: Harvesting Value from Agricultural Waste
Takachar is a social enterprise founded by Vidyut Mohan in 2018.
It enables farmers to prevent open burning of their waste farm residues and earn extra
income by converting them into value-added chemicals.
It is a meaningful and immediate solution to the triple planetary crises of climate change,
biodiversity loss and pollution.
Procedure:
o Takachar buys rice husks, straw and coconut shells from farmers and turns them
into charcoal, saving the debris from the fires, which are also a driver of climate
change.
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BENEFITS:


Open burning of agricultural residues is a big source of air pollution in many parts of the
world and this innovative technology can help farmers turn what is currently thought of
as waste into a valuable resource while helping clean up our environment.
Enables rural farmers to earn 40% more by converting their crop residues into fuels,
fertilisers and value-added chemicals like activated carbon (AC) on-site.



POTENTIAL:


By 2030, Takachar will impact 300 million farmers affected by this problem, create USD 4
billion/year equivalent in additional rural income and jobs, and mitigate one
gigaton/year of CO2 equivalent.

United Nation Environment Program









United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), was established in 1972 to guide and
coordinate environmental activities within the United Nations (UN) system.
UNEP promotes international cooperation on environmental issues, provides guidance
to UN organizations.
Through its scientific advisory groups, UNEP encourages the international scientific
community to participate in formulating policy for many of the UN’s environmental
projects.
UNEP is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya.
The organization also encourages participation by the private sector to promote the
sustainable use of the world’s natural resources.
Major Reports: Emission Gap Report, Global Environment Outlook, Frontiers, Invest
into Healthy Planet.
Major Campaigns: Beat Pollution, UN75, World Environment Day, Wild for Life.

4.9 UNESCO MAB AND PANNA BIOSPHERE RESERVE
WHY IN NEWS?





Recently, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
has included the Panna Biosphere Reserve (PBR) in its World Network of Biosphere
Reserves (WNBR).
The PBR is the third in Madhya Pradesh to be included in the list after Pachmarhi and
Amarkantak.
Along with PBR, the Fuvahmulahand Addu Atoll in the Maldives has also been included in
the WNBR.

MORE ABOUT PANNA:



Established in 1981, PBR is located in the Panna and Chhatarpur districts of Madhya
Pradesh with an area of around 540 km. sq.
It is situated in the Vindhya mountain range in the northern part of Madhya Pradesh.
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Ken River (one of the least polluted tributaries of the Yamuna River) flows through the
reserve and the Ken-Betwa river interlinking project will also be located in it.
The region is also famous for Panna diamond mining.



CONSERVATION AND RECOGNITION:


1994: The Panna National Park got the status of Project Tiger Reserve as India’s 22nd
tiger reserve.
2011: It was notified as a Biosphere Reserve by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
2018: By 2018, it witnessed a remarkable turnaround in tiger population by increasing
their numbers remarkably from zero estimated a decade ago.
Madhya Pradesh has the highest number of tigers in the country followed by Karnataka
and Uttarakhand.
2020: UNESCO included it in the Man and Biosphere Programme (MAB).






BIOSPHERE RESERVES


Biosphere Reserves (BRs) are representative parts of natural and cultural landscapes
extending over large areas of terrestrial or coastal/marine ecosystems or a combination
thereof and representative examples of biogeographic zones/provinces.
The idea of the biosphere reserve was initiated by UNESCO in 1974 under the MAB with
the objective of obtaining international cooperation for the conservation of the
biospheres.
The first biosphere reserve of the world was established in 1979 and since then the
network has increased to more than 600 in 119 countries across the world.
A scheme called Biosphere Reserve has been implemented by the Government of India
since 1986.
Under it, financial assistance is given in a 90:10 ratio to the North Eastern Region States
and three Himalayan states and in the ratio of 60:40 to other states for maintenance,
improvement and development.
The State Governments prepare the Management Action Plan which is approved and
monitored by the Central MAB Committee.
India has a total of 18 Biosphere Reserves and with the inclusion of PBR, the number of
internationally designated WNBR has become 12.
In 2000, the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve became the 1st BR from India to be included in the
WNBR.
In 2018, the Khangchendzonga Biosphere Reserve became the 11th BR to be included in
the list.












Man and Biosphere Programme






Launched by the UNESCO in 1971, it is an intergovernmental scientific programme
that aims to establish a scientific basis for the improvement of relationships between
people and their environments.
Every year UNESCO designates new Biosphere reserves and removes others to promote
the conservation of biodiversity and resolve man-animal conflict at that site and
enable sustainable use of natural resources.
MAB combines the natural and social sciences, economics and education to improve
human livelihoods and the equitable sharing of benefits, and to safeguardP natural
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managed ecosystems, thus promoting innovative approaches to economic
development that are socially and culturally appropriate, and environmentally
sustainable.

4.10 LONAR LAKE AND SOOR SAROVAR: ADDITION TO RAMSAR SITE
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the Meteor lake at Lonar in Buldhana district of Maharashtra and the Soor
Sarovar at Agra have been declared Ramsar sites, a conservation status conferred by
International Ramsar Convention on Wetlands.
Earlier this year Kabartal Wetland (Bihar) and Asan Conservation Reserve (Uttrakhand)
were also designated as Ramsar sites.
With latest inclusions, the total number of Ramsar sites in India is 41, the highest in
South Asia.




LONAR LAKE:


The Lonar lake, situated in the Deccan Plateau’s volcanic basalt rock, was created by the
impact of a meteor 35,000 to 50,000 years ago.
The lake is part of Lonar Wildlife Sanctuary which falls under the unified control of the
Melghat Tiger Reserve (MTR).
It is also known as Lonar crater and is a notified National Geo-heritage Monument. Geoheritage refers to the geological features which are inherently or culturally significant
offering insight to earth’s evolution or history to earth science or that can be utilized for
education.
It is the second Ramsar site in Maharashtra after Nandur Madhmeshwar Bird Sanctuary in
Nashik district.
The water in the lake is highly saline and alkaline, containing special microorganisms like
anaerobes, Cyanobacteria and phytoplankton.







SOOR SAROVAR LAKE:


It is also known as Keetham lake situated within the Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, which
was declared as a bird sanctuary in the year 1991.
This lake is situated alongside river Yamuna in Agra, Uttar Pradesh.
The Soor Sarovar bird sanctuary covered an area of 7.97 sq km.
It is today home to more than 165 species of migratory and resident birds.
It also has a Bear Rescue centre for rescued dancing bears.






BENEFITS:



With Ramsar status, the sites will benefit in terms of international publicity and prestige.
They will get Financial aid through the convention’s grant and also access to expert
advice on national and site-related problems.

Ramsar Site




Ramsar Convention on Wetlands is an intergovernmental treaty adopted in 1971 in
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the Iranian city of Ramsar, on the southern shore of the Caspian Sea.
It came into force for India on 1st February, 1982. Those wetlands which are of
international importance are declared as Ramsar sites.
The Convention’s mission is “the conservation and wise use of all wetlands through

5. SOCIAL ISSUES
5.1 NATIONAL DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION
Context:




The Government is preparing for the
nationwide launch of the National
Digital Health Mission.
Earlier the scheme was rolled out
through a pilot launch in the Union
Territories of Chandigarh, Ladakh,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu, Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Lakshadweep.

ABOUT NATIONAL DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION


The National Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) aims to develop the backbone
necessary to support the integrated
digital health infrastructure of the
country. It will bridge the existing gap amongst different stakeholders of Healthcare ecosystem
through digital highways.
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NDHM
envisages
the
following
specific
objectives:

To establish stateof-the-art
digital
health systems, to
manage the core
digital health data,
and
the
infrastructure
required for its
seamless exchange;
o To
establish
registries
at
appropriate level
to create single
source of truth in
respect of clinical
establishments, healthcare professionals, health workers, drugs and pharmacies;
o To enforce adoption of open standards by all national digital health stakeholders;
o To create a system of personal health records, based on international standards, easily
accessible to individuals and healthcare professionals and services providers, based on
individual’s informed consent;
o To ensure national portability in the provision of health services;
o To promote the use of clinical decision support (CDS) systems by health professionals and
practitioners;
5.2 POSHAN ABHIYAAN
o

CONTEXT:
 NITI Aayog has released a review report on Poshan Abhiyaan. This is the third progress report on
the National Nutrition Mission or the Poshan Abhiyaan.
ABOUT POSHAN ABHIYAN
 National Nutrition Strategy laid down the roadmap to launch National Nutrition Mission.
 It is a flagship programme which would be executed with the Ministry of Women and Child
Development (WCD) as the nodal ministry along with other ministries like Ministry of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare etc. which ensures convergence with various
programmes.
 TARGETS
o

o
o

The mission has a target to reduce stunting, undernutrition, and low birth weight by 2 per
cent per annum, and anaemia among children (of 6-59 months) and women/adolescent girls
(15-49 years) by 3 per cent annually.
It would also strive to achieve reduction in stunting from 38.4% (NFHS-4) to 25% by 2022
(Mission 25 by 2022).
It will be implemented in three phases: 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20. 315 ‘high burden’
are to be covered in the first phase, 235 in next and the remaining in last.
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SALIENT FEATURES
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

NNM as an apex body will monitor, supervise, fix targets and guide the nutrition related
interventions through the life cycle concept.
Mapping of various schemes contributing under malnutrition
ICT (Information and Communication Technology) based real time monitoring system.
Incentivizing states/UTs for meeting targets
Incentivizing Anganwadi Workers (AWW) for using IT based tools and eliminating the need
for registers
Measurement of height of children at Anganwadi Centres
Social Audits to track the health progress of the children
Setting-up Nutrition Resource Centres.

ABOUT THE REPORT
 The third progress report (October 2019-April 2020) takes stock of the roll-out status on the ground
and implementation challenges encountered at various levels through large scale datasets.
 These datasets are the NFHS-4 and Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS).
 The initial Reports I and II, focused majorly on the mission’s preparedness and implementation
by States and UTs, respectively.
Recommendation in report for boosting Poshan Abhiyan
 Complementary feeding
o Complementary feeding interventions are usually targeted at the age range of 6-24 months,
because feeding practices over these first few crucial months of a child’s life can critically
influence development.
o Content on complementary feeding in existing counselling and behaviour change
interventions needs to be focused, salient and sharp
o Re-examine current guidelines on composition and quality of food in the ICDS program.
 Anaemia
o During pre-pregnancy and pregnancy: iron and folic acid supplementation, deworming,
and malaria prevention strategies.
o In newborns, infants and in early childhood: delayed cord clamping, exclusive
breastfeeding for infants, iron and folic acid supplementation (Map 8), and deworming.
o Across the life-course: fortification or biofortification of staple foods with micronutrients,
consumption of diverse diets that include sources of iron and other micronutrients.
o Addressing social determinants such as water and sanitation, education, and poverty
alleviation.
 Micronutrient deficiencies
o Have guidelines on areas, like diet diversification, multiple micronutrient supplementation
(MMS) and folic acid supplementation.
o Increase the micronutrient content of staples delivered through ICDS, MDM, PDS either
through fortification or biofortification.
o Have policies to make fortification mandatory.
o Appoint an expert in micronutrient deficiencies at the State-level as the key contact
person.
o Strengthen the capacity of service providers and manufacturers to address micronutrient
deficiencies.
o Standardize monitoring mechanisms for micronutrient interventions across States
and have common target
 On Stunting
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To improve complementary feeding using both behaviour change interventions and
complimentary food supplements in the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS).
o To work towards investments in girls and women (education during childhood, reducing early
marriage and early pregnancy, improving care during and after pregnancy) along with other
social determinants.
o To improve water, sanitation, handwashing with soap and hygienic disposal of children’s
stools with other effective interventions.
On Wasting:
o To include interventions that go beyond the treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM)
and also address moderate wasting, have the potential to achieve larger declines in wasting.
o To scale-up to reach facility-based treatment of SAM to all those needing in-patient care.
o To urgently release a full strategy for prevention and integrated management of wasting
nationally.
o



WAY FORWARD




As the National Nutrition Mission continues to play an important role in India’s endeavour against
malnutrition, India needs to now accelerate actions on multiple fronts. The projections are
optimistic, and will need to be re-adjusted for the Covid-19 disruptions to health and nutrition
services.
There is a need to quickly graduate to a POSHAN-plus strategy which apart from continued
strengthening the four pillars of the mission (Technology, Convergence, Behavioral change and
Capacity building), also requires a renewed focus on other social determinants in addition to
addressing the governance challenges of the National Health Mission (NHM) and ICDS delivery
mechanisms.

5.3 VITAL STATISTICS OF INDIA BASED ON CIVIL REGISTRATION SYSTEM REPORT
WHY IN NEWS?



According to the 2018 report Arunachal Pradesh recorded the best sex ratio at birth in
the country while Manipur recorded the worst sex ratio at birth.
The report was published by the Registrar General of India.

SEX RATIO:








Sex ratio at birth is number of females born per thousand males. It is an important
indicator to map the gender gap of a population.
Arunachal Pradesh recorded 1,084 females born per thousand males, followed by
Nagaland (965), Mizoram (964), Kerala (963).
The worst sex ratio was reported in Manipur (757), Lakshadweep (839) and Daman & Diu
(877), Punjab (896) and Gujarat (896).
Delhi recorded a sex ratio of 929, Haryana - 914.
Contrary to popular perception, India’s sex ratio at birth declined even as per capita
income increased nearly 10 times over the last 65 years, according to an IndiaSpend
analysis of government data.
This could be because rising income, which results in increased literacy, makes it easier
for families to access sex-selective procedures.
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ISSUES RELATED TO LOWER SEX RATIO AT BIRTH:
GENDER-IMBALANCE:




Prof. Amartya Kumar Sen, in his world famous article “Missing Women‟ has statistically
proved that during the last century, 100 million women have been missing in south Asia.
This is due to discrimination leading to death, experienced by them from womb to tomb
in their life cycles.
An adverse child sex ratio is also reflected in the distorted gender makeup of the entire
population.

DISTORTION IN THE MARRIAGE SYSTEM:





Adverse ratio results in a gross imbalance in the number of men and women and its
inevitable impact on marriage systems as well as other harms to women.
In India, some villages in Haryana and Punjab have such poor sex ratios that men
“import” brides from other States. This is often accompanied by the exploitation of these
brides.
There are concerns that skewed sex ratios lead to more violence against both men and
women, as well as human-trafficking.

WAY FORWARD








Bringing Behavioural Change: Increasing female education and economic prosperity help
to improve the ratio. In this pursuit, the government’s Beti-Bachao Beti Padhao Campaign
has achieved remarkable success in bringing behavioural change in the society.
Sensitizing Youth: There is an urgent need to reach young people for reproductive health
education and services as well as to cultivate gender equity norms.
For this, the services of Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA) can be leveraged,
especially in rural areas.
Stringent Enforcement of Law: India must implement the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 more stringently and dedicate more resources
to fighting the preference for boys.
In this context, the Drugs Technical Advisory Board decision to include ultrasound
machines in the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 is a step in the right direction.

Registrar General of India





Registrar General of India was founded in 1961 by the Government of India under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.
It arranges, conducts and analyses the results of the demographic surveys of India
including Census of India and Linguistic Survey of India.
The position of Registrar is usually held by a civil servant holding the rank of Joint
Secretary.
Civil Registration System (CRS) in India is the unified process of continuous,
permanent, compulsory and universal recording of the vital events (births, deaths,
stillbirths) and characteristics thereof. The data generated through a complete and
up-to-date CRS is essential for socio-economic planning.
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5.4 NATIONAL EDUCATION DAY
CONTEXT:


The Union Minister of Education virtually inaugurated the National Education Day
programme organised by IIT Bombay.

HIGHLIGHTS:


National Education Day has been observed every year on 11th November, since 2008 to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad.

ABOUT THE EVENT


In the event India's commitment to establish India as a global hub of education and to
ensure high quality of education was reiterated through Study in India, Stay in India and
Internationalization of Education.
Study in India, Stay in India is an extension of the Study in India programme, a flagship
project of the Government of India, launched in collaboration with the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs, and Ministry of
Commerce and Industry in April 2018.



STUDY IN INDIA PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES:


To improve the soft power of India with focus on the neighbouring countries and use it as
a tool in diplomacy.
To boost the number of inbound International students in India.
To double India’s market share of global education exports from less than 1 percent to 2
percent.
Increase in contribution of international students in the form of direct spends, indirect
spends, spillover effects.
Improvement in overall quality of higher education.
Increase in global ranking of India as an educational destination.
To reduce the export – Import imbalance in the number of International students.
Growth of India’s global market share of International students.
India is cooperating and coordinating with the leading universities of the world. This has
been incorporated in National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 by inviting top 100 World
Universities to set up campuses in India.










MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD:




He was the first Union Education Minister of India.
He was a freedom fighter, scholar and eminent educationist.
He was a key architect of Independent India who was responsible for setting up apex
education bodies like All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and University
Grants Commission (UGC).
He was posthumously awarded Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award in 1992.



EDUCATION IN INDIA
Constitutional Provisions:
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Part IV of Indian Constitution, Article 45 and Article 39 (f) of Directive Principles
of State Policy (DPSP), has a provision for state-funded as well as equitable and
accessible education.
 The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution in 1976 moved education from the

6. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
6.1 SUPERCOMPUTER PARAM SIDDHI
WHY IN NEWS?







India’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) supercomputer Param Siddhi ranked 63rd among top
500 most powerful non-distributed computer systems in the world.
Distributed computing is a field of computer science that studies distributed systems.
A distributed system is a system whose components are located on different networked
computers, which communicate and coordinate their actions by passing messages to one
another.
The components interact with one another in order to achieve a common goal.
In a non-distributed (or co-located) system, all the parts of the system are in the same
physical location. In a distributed system, parts of the system exist in separate locations.

HIGHLIGHTS:
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Param Siddhi is a High Performance Computing-Artificial Intelligence (HPC-AI)
supercomputer developed by Department of Science and Technology (DST) under National
Supercomputing Mission (NSM) at Centre for Development of Advanced Computing.
The supercomputer has Rpeak of 5.267 Petaflops and 4.6 Petaflops Rmax.
In high-performance computing, Rmax and Rpeak are scores used to rank supercomputers
based on their performance using the LINPACK Benchmark.
The LINPACK Benchmarks are a measure of a system's floating point computing power.
A system's Rmax score describes its maximal achieved performance, the Rpeak score
describes its theoretical peak performance. Values for both scores are usually
represented in tera-FLOPS or peta-FLOPS.
A petaflop is the ability of a computer to do one quadrillion floating point operations per
second (FLOPS). Additionally, a petaflop can be measured as one thousand teraflops.








National Supercomputing Mission


The Mission envisages empowering our national academic and Research and
Development (R&D) institutions spread over the country by installing a vast
supercomputing grid comprising more than 70 high-performance computing facilities.
 Launched in 2015, this seven-year mission was allocated Rs 4,500-crore.
 These supercomputers will also be networked on the National Supercomputing grid
over the National Knowledge Network (NKN).
 The NKN is another programme of the government which connects academic
institutions and R&D labs over a high speed network.
 Academic and R&D institutions as well as key user departments/ministries would
participate by using these facilities and develop applications of national relevance.
 The Mission also includes development of highly professional High Performance
Computing (HPC) aware human resource for meeting challenges of development of
these applications.
 The Mission is implemented and steered jointly by the Department of Science and
Technology (DST) and Department of Electronics and Information Technology (DeitY).
 The (C-DAC) has recently launched the second phase of this project wherein more
institutions
will
beVAGIR
supported by supercomputing facilities.
6.2 PROJECT-75
AND
INS
WHY IN NEWS?


Recently, the fifth Scorpene class submarine of Project-75 named ‘Vagir’ has been
launched at Mazagon Dock in Mumbai.

MORE ABOUT INS Vagir:







The first Vagir, a submarine from Russia, was commissioned into Indian Navy on 3rd
December 1973 and was decommissioned on 7th June 2001 after almost three decades of
service to the nation.
Public shipbuilder Mazagon Dock Ltd (MDL) gave a new incarnation to the submarine with
the same name.
It is named after the Sand Fish, a deadly deep sea predator of the Indian Ocean.
It is a part of the six Kalvari-class submarines being built in India.
The state-of-art technology used in the submarine has ensured:
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Superior stealth features such as advanced acoustic absorption techniques, low radiated
noise levels, and hydro-dynamically optimised shape.
The ability to attack the enemy using precision guided weapons.
The submarine is designed to operate in all theatres of operation, showcasing
interoperability with other components of a Naval Task Force.
It can launch attacks with both torpedoes and tube launched anti-ship missiles, whilst
underwater or on surface.
It can undertake multifarious types of missions i.e Anti-Surface warfare, Anti-Submarine
warfare, Intelligence gathering, Mine Laying, Area Surveillance, etc.

PROJECT-75:





It is a programme by the Indian Navy that entails building six Scorpene Class attack
submarines.
Scorpene is a conventional powered submarine weighing 1,500 tonnes and can go up to
depths of 300m.
It is given support by the Department of Defence Production (Ministry of Defence) and
Indian Navy throughout its various phases of construction.
The MDL is manufacturing six Scorpene submarines with technology assistance from Naval
Group of France under a USD 3.75 bn deal signed in October 2005.

OTHER SUBMARINES UNDER PROJET-75:





Two submarines, Kalvari and Khanderi, have been commissioned into the Indian Navy.
The third submarine, Karanj, is in the last phase of rigorous sea trials.
The fourth Scorpene, Vela, has commenced its sea trials.
The sixth and last submarine, Vagsheer, is being readied for boot together.

6.3 CHAPARE VIRUS
CONTEXT:
 Scientists have now discovered another deadly virus, known as the Chapare virus, in Bolivia.
 The biggest outbreak of the ‘Chapare virus’ was reported in 2019, when three healthcare workers
contracted the illness from two patients in the Bolivian capital of La Paz.
ABOUT CHAPARE VIRUS
 The Chapare hemorrhagic fever (CHHF) is caused by the same arenavirus family that is responsible
for illnesses such as the Ebola virus disease (EVD).
 Chapare virus are generally carried by rats and can be transmitted through direct contact with
the infected rodent, its urine and droppings, or through contact with an infected person.
 The virus, which is named Chapare after the province in which it was first observed, causes a
hemorrhagic fever much like Ebola along with abdominal pain, vomiting, bleeding gums, skin rash
and pain behind the eyes.
 Viral hemorrhagic fevers are a severe and life-threatening kind of illness that can affect multiple
organs and damage the walls of blood vessels.
 However, not a lot is known about the mysterious Chapare virus. Scientists believe that the virus
could have been circulating in Bolivia for many years, even before it was formally documented.
THREAT POSED BY THE CHAPARE VIRUS
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Scientists have pointed out that the Chapare virus is much more difficult to catch than the
coronavirus as it is not transmissible via the respiratory route. Instead, Chapare spreads only
through direct contact with bodily fluids.
The people who are particularly at risk of contracting the illness are healthcare workers and family
members who come in close contact with infected people.
The disease is also known to be most commonly transmitted in more tropical regions, particularly
in certain parts of South America where the small-eared pigmy rice rat is commonly found.

6.4 SENTINEL-6 SATELLITE
CONTEXT:


The
Copernicus
Sentinel-6
Michael
Freilich
satellite,
designed to
monitor
oceans, was
launched
from
the
Vandenberg
Air
Force
base
in
California
aboard
a
SpaceX
Falcon
9
rocket

ABOUT SENTINEL-6 SATELLITE







The mission, called the Jason Continuity of Service (Jason-CS) mission, is designed to measure the
height of the ocean, which is a key component in understanding how the Earth’s climate is
changing.
The spacecraft consists of two satellites, one of them launched on Saturday, and the other, called
Sentinel-6B, to be launched in 2025.
It has been developed jointly by the European Space Agency (ESA), NASA, European Organisation
for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (Eumetsat), the USA’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the EU, with contributions from France’s National Centre
for Space Studies (CNES).
Function of Satellite - According to NASA, the satellite will ensure the continuity of sea-level
observations into the fourth decade and will provide measurements of global sea-level rise.
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6.5 ISRO’S SHUKRAYAAN
CONTEXT:


The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has short-listed 20 space-based experiment
proposals for its proposed Venus orbiter mission ‘Shukrayaan’.

ABOUT SHUKRAYAAN






It is a mission to study Venus for more than four years.
Scientific objectives: Investigation of the surface processes and shallow subsurface stratigraphy;
and solar wind interaction with Venusian Ionosphere, and studying the structure, composition and
dynamics of the atmosphere.
The satellite is planned to be launched onboard GSLV Mk II rocket.
The proposed orbit is expected to be around 500 x 60,000 km around Venus. This orbit is likely to
be reduced gradually, over several months to a lower apoapsis (farthest point).

WHY STUDY VENUS?
 Venus is often described as the “twin sister” of the Earth because of the similarities in size, mass,
density, bulk composition and gravity.
 It is believed that both planets share a common origin, forming at the same time out of a condensing
nebulosity around 4.5 billion years ago.
 Venus is around 30 per cent closer to the Sun as compared to Earth resulting in much higher solar
flux.

6.6 SKYLARK SATELLITE TO ANALYSE SPACE TRAFFIC
WHY IN NEWS?
 Canadian based space company Northstar Earth and Space has developed satellite Skylark to collect
space situational awareness data. It would be the first dedicated satellite constellation looking at
managing the situation in space such as congestion, threats of collisions , and addressing space
traffic management.
SAPCE DEBRIS
 Space Situational Awareness tracks natural and artificial objects in the orbit around the earth and
predicts where the objects are going to be at any given time.
 According to European Space Agency, the number of space debris objects in Earth’s orbit is 6.7 lakh
(larger than 1 cm) and over 17 crores (larger than 1 mm)
 Sputnik 1 was the first human made object to orbit the earth. Its launch created new opportunities
in space. However, 63 years later, it has also added 29000 objects in debris (larger than 10 cm) in
addition to 2500 plus active satellites in space.
 Most space junk can reach a speed of nearly 29000 kmph. Because of the amount of debris in LEO
and the speed at which they are moving, current and future space based services, explorations and
operations pose a safety risk to people and property in space and on Earth.
SKYLARK CONSTELLATION
 The constellation of 12 satellites would be equipped with optical sensors to monitor space objects
including active and inactive satellites and debris that could pose a threat.
 The set of three satellites form a spiral, so the constellation wll have four spirals with different
orbits, all of which will be circular and polar at about 575 km from the earth's surfce in Low Earth
orbit (LEO).
 Aim of constellation is to combat the imminent threat of space collisions.
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ADVANTAGES OF SPACE BASED SATELLITE SYSTEM OVER GROUND BASED SYSTEM





Space based satellite has multiple points of view for an object.
They are not reliant on weather changes and atmospheric interferences
It has the ability to make frequent revisits
SSA can be helpful in managing as well as protecting various future manned as well unmanned space
missions.

6.7 FIRE DETECTION AND SUPPRESSION SYSTEM (FDSS)
WHY IN NEWS?


The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed for passenger buses a
technology called ''Fire Detection and Suppression System (FDSS)''.

FDSS TECHNOLOGY







FDSS technology can detect fire in buses in less than 30 seconds and extinguish it in 60 seconds
thereby reducing the risk to life and property to a significant extent.
Demonstrations were given on water mist-based FDSS for passenger compartment and aerosol-based
FDSS for engine fire.
DRDO's Centre for Fire Explosive and Environment Safety (CFEES), Delhi has developed the
technology.
The FDSS for passenger compartment comprises a water tank of 80 litre capacity, a 6.8 kg nitrogen
cylinder pressurised to 200 bar installed at appropriate location in the bus and a network of tubing
with 16 number of atomizers inside the passenger compartment.
The FDSS for engine comprises of aerosol generator with which the fire suppression could be
achieved within 5 seconds of the system activation.

6.8 ENHANCED PINAKA ROCKET
WHY IN NEWS?


Enhanced PINAKA rocket, developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO
has been successfully flight tested from Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off the coast of Odisha.

ABOUT:



The enhanced Pinaka along with guidance Pinaka will cover the range between 60 to 90
kilometres and will be deployed by the Indian Army.
The design and development has been carried out by Pune based DRDO laboratories, namely
Armament Research and Development Establishment, ARDE and High Energy Materials Research
Laboratory, HEMRL.
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Enhanced version of the Pinaka rocket would replace the existing Pinaka Mk-I rockets which are
currently under production.

6.9 LIKELIHOOD OF FUTURE PANDEMICS
Why in news?


In a new report released by the IPBES, the authors
have warned that future pandemics will emerge
more often, they’ll spread more rapidly, do more
damage to the world and kill more people than
COVID-19, unless significant measures are taken.

Findings of the report:










Intergovernmental
Science-Policy
Platform
on
Biodiversity
and
Ecosystem (IPBES)
It is an intergovernmental organization
established to improve the interface
between science and policy on issues of
biodiversity
and
ecosystem
services.The IPBES was established by
the United Nations, but functions
independently.

The report notes that COVID-19 is at least the sixth
pandemic to have taken place in the last century
since the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918.
Three of the pandemics were caused by influenza viruses, one by HIV followed by SARS and COVID19. While the current pandemic’s origins lie in microbes carried by animals, “like all pandemics,
its emergence has been entirely driven by human activities.
There are over 1.7 million currently ‘undiscovered’ viruses that exist in mammals and birds, out of
which up to 827,000 could have the ability to infect people.
More than 70 per cent of emerging diseases, such as Ebola, Zika and Nipah, are caused by microbes
found in animals that spill over due to contact among wildlife, livestock and people.
About 30 per cent of emerging infectious diseases are attributed to land use change, agricultural
expansion and urbanization.
The report suggests that pandemic risk can be lowered by reducing the human activities that drive
loss of biodiversity, by greater conservation of protected areas and through measures that reduce
unsustainable exploitation of high biodiversity regions

7. TOPIC OF THE MONTH
7.1 BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRSA MUNDA
WHY IN NEWS?



The Prime Minister paid tributes to tribal leader Birsa Munda on his birth anniversary on
15th November.
The State of Jharkhand, carved out of Bihar, officially came into being on Munda’s birth
anniversary in 2000.

HIGHLIGHTS:
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Birth: 15th November 1875, belonged to the Munda tribe in the Chotanagpur Plateau
area.
Also known as Dharti Aaba (Father of Earth), Birsa Munda is known to have mobilised the
tribal community against the British and had also forced the colonial officials to introduce
laws protecting the land rights of the tribals.
Birsait Sect: Having gained awareness of the British colonial ruler and the efforts of the
missionaries to convert tribals to Christianity, Birsa started the faith of ‘Birsait’.
Members of the Munda and Oraon community joined the Birsait sect and it turned into a
challenge to British conversion activities.
Further, he urged the Mundas to give up drinking liquor, clean their village, and stop
believing in witchcraft and sorcery.

MUNDA REBELLION:














It is one of the most important tribal movements.
It was led by Birsa Munda in the south of Ranchi in 1899-1900.
The movement identified following forces as the cause of the misery the Mundas were
suffering:
The land policies of the British were destroying their traditional land system.
Hindu landlords and moneylenders were taking over their land.
Missionaries were criticising their traditional culture.
The 'Ulgulan' or the 'Great Tumult' as the movement came to be called, aimed at
establishing Munda Raj by driving out the British.
Munda used traditional symbols and language to rouse people, urging them to destroy
“Ravana” (dikus/outsiders and the Europeans) and establish a kingdom under his
leadership.
Birsa’s followers began targeting the symbols of diku and European power. They attacked
police stations and churches, and raided the property of moneylenders and zamindars.
They raised the white flag as a symbol of Birsa Raj.
On 3rd March, 1900, Birsa Munda was arrested by the British police while he was sleeping
with his tribal guerilla army at Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur (Jharkhand).
Birsa died of cholera in the jail and the movement faded out.

SIGNIFICANCE OF REBELLION:



It forced the colonial government to introduce laws so that the land of the tribals could
not be easily taken over by dikus (Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, 1908).
It showed that the tribal people had the capacity to protest against injustice and express
their anger against colonial rule.

Jharkhand Foundation Day








The name "Jharkhand" means "The Land of Forests". The state was brought into
existence by the Bihar reorganization Act on 15th November, 2000 - the birth
anniversary of the legendary Bhagwan Birsa Munda.
Jharkhand shares its border with the states of Bihar to the north, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh to the west, Odisha to the south, and West Bengal to the east.
Most of the state lies on the Chotanagpur Plateau, which is the source of the Koel,
Damodar, Brahmani, Kharkai, and Subarnarekha rivers, whose upper watersheds lie
P a g e 85 | 86
within Jharkhand.
Forest preserves support populations of tigers and Asian Elephants (Betla National
Park).
Jharkhand boasts of 40% and 29% of India's mineral and coal reserves, respectively.
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